




TllL 


LIFE A\I) OFIKIUNS 


(ll.Xi.Il u, 


Sift CHARLES JAMES NAPIER, 


(. C I!. 


in LIEIT-Gl'-X. Slli W, NAtmi, K.C.BJ/ 


IN i’OUR ■VOLl'MEK— ^OU IV 




LONDON -* 
JOHN MUEHAY, 


WOODALL AirC^l.VDJlR, rHIIfTItRS, 
AHetb COCRT» RKINMKR RTI'.KBT, LOM>ON. 



TABliE OF CONTENTS. 


VOLUME IV. 


EPOCH XVI. 

l*AOE 

rLiiioDVII. — Official Memoir ou Sciiule. Additional Notes on 
the System of Governing. I^planatory Letter by Captain 
»Uathboiuc — exhibiting the range of Sir C. Napier’s Govern- 
ment and its Excellence 1 

Eekiod Vlll.-^Sciudian Army* brobon up. Lord Ellenborough. 
Lul^p of Wellington. Punjaub Policy. Pklbchoods. Soldiers* 
Attachment. Islam Bhoogtec. Sir J. Moore. Charles Napier’s 
Father. Niisscor Khan's Funeral. Lord Ashley’s mischievous 
holly. Ucasons against icsigniug. Pccksniffi Courts-Mar- 
tial. Lord Ilardinge. Mr. Currie, licflections. Scindian 
Policy. Sirdars. Starving Ladies. Lord Jocelyn. Suppres- 
sion of Military Memoirs Letter to Sir J. llobhouse. McMur- 
do’b design to horsewhip Buist prevented. Laborious Public 
Business. 'Buist. Jacob. Ahmed Khan Lugarcc. The Lion’s 
( hivaliy. Ameer’s Wife ; true Story of. Ill-usage. Outram 
supported by Lord Riiion. Birectorb* Enmity. Remarks on 
the Secret Committco’s Minute. Sir J. llobhouse to M. Genl* 

W. Napier. Answer 31 


EPOCH XVfl. 

• 

Peuiod 1. — De6ai^<jo to Eneri^ies. Reflections. Central Sun. 
Peuelopc^’s Web. Ffod a Drug in S 9 inde. People happy. 
Qprjat Stroke of Policy. Lord Ilardinge. Beloocb Charley. 
Scindftai Wheat available for Ireland ; pressed on Ministem. 
Offer treated with Scorn. Prize Money. Mr. Goulbum. Ali 
Moorad. Rao of Cutch. Outaaib’s Intrigues. Reflections. 
Lieutenant Anderson. Punjaub Policy. Clifton. Alexander 
the Great. Babylon. Anticipatfon* Mephant Guns. Russia. 

A 2 



IV 


TABLE OF CONTEN'tS. 


Commerce and Policy. RcHignation oftOtevcrnment. Lord 
Ashley. Sir J. TIohhctusc. Hod Sea. Lmt Lettei*from Scinde. 
Mc^furdo’s Letter. Summary of Exploitii. Tarik the Ara- 
I dan Conqueror 

PcRion IT. — Defeat of the .Bhoo^^fcccs. yoynge Home. Aden. 
Grand Views, lluasia. Freedom. Ireland. Scinde. Chris- 
tianity. Pittites. Foxites. Severe Illness. Bhoogtccs, 
George Napier. Ketrospeetion. Outram and Roostum. 
llejiry Napier. History of Florence. Parliament : coiiici- 
denec of <*jdiiion with Wellington on. that head. France. Por- 
trait. (hvil Works. Soiilt : his curious Compliment. Be.st 
Death. Pv>rtsmouth. Times Newspa|)er. Wretched Kimiity. 
Public DiniicTs. James Bolwell. Military Club Dinner. 

Lord Londonderry’s Dinnci?! Sir^. PecFs Speech : false Re- 
port of. General Do la Motto. On tram ; horrible AVnccdotc Sir 
J. Hobhotttc. Alooltan. Lord Brougham s[dcuctic. ^trs. 
Dyco Suiuluo. l.iinl Brougham. Repartee. Moolr;^). Lieut. 
Edwardes, flhcUcnhaftu Old Soldiers. Public Dinner. %- 
tlectionfcw * Lady John Thynne. Hogg and Baillic. ]\recance. 
Colonel Waddington. Cavalry Chaigc. Letters in Proof . . 

l’i;iiiOJ> III. — Vulgar Insolence of Fncmios. Apprehension of 
Duds, Baillic and*lIogg’s Public Letters. Loid Bioughain and 
Ilogg. ** Sub horridus.'’ Lord Fii/.roy Somerset. Public Ban- 
quet in Dublin, Intrigue. Strange i’roposal. ‘Siege of Mool- 
tan. Prize IMoncy. Lord WoIle^ley. Indian Letters. Curious 
Incident of AVav. ^Ir. Pringle. Punjaub War. Plan of Cam- 
paign. Goolab Sing’s Cbuelty. Able Men. General Hun- 
ter. Gigantic Warriors. Scinde. UomarkB. General Fox. 
Brown’s Death. Plans. Sikh Girls and Sepoys. Soult. ©Lady 
Sale. Illnos.s. Times. Lord Kllcnborongh. .Auchmuty. Cu- 
badar Moll, the Elephant. Lord Gough, Thackwell. Alcx- 
ai^lcr the Great. Dircetofs. Captain Pope's^ glauder . . . HG 

• 

pEiiion IV. — Punjaub War. Public J’celing. Directors. Dia- 
logue with Wellington. Indian Alail. A^cllington. Thack- 
well. i\ Campbell George Napier. Dreadful Suffoiiiigs. Lord 
Seaton. British Soldiers. Chilliatnvallah. NationaltJ^y. 

Lord Gough. AYellington. Directors. C. Napier becomes 
Indian Commander in Chieft , Extract from Indian Misgo- 
veriunent. Interview' with Lord J. IluA'^ell. Banquet. AVcl- 
lington Spcccjj. Absurd iVoplef Anecdote. View of Afthir-'. 



T.VBLE OP CONTEXTS. 


PAui'] 

Sing. Publitf^Bress. departure. Koompaneo Johan. 

Mr. Pringle. fSulcutta.* View of Affairs, Lord Palhousie. 
Lord Gough. Shore Sing. Bad Military Arrangements. 
Willoughby’s Mihclii^ff-making in Scindc. Ali Acbar. Labo- 
rious Duties. Letter to Lord Dalhousic oli the Public Admi- 
nistration. Scindc Police* . . . . ! 147 


EPOCH XVIII. 

P Kin on I. — Retrospect and Vipw of Affairs. Bad Government* 
Loid Dallioubic. Attachment of NaliVe Troops. Feelings in 
Batilc. Directors. Lord John Russell. Anecdote. Banquet. 
Wellington’s Speech. W. Napier’s Miraculous Escape. Camel 
Corps. Lord Dalhousie. (iranS Projects. Lord Gough. Bad 
System. Sheik llu.y.scin’s Reports. Anniversary of Busaco. 
Dc'.ci iption of Battle. Anecdotes. Edward ibikciihaio, Db- 
servutious. Sea Fight and Land Fight. G<K>jer.it. State of 
Atlairs. Lord ElJenborough ofi the lndiar.vS\stcm* Welling- 
ton. C. Napier, Ohservations. Lord Dalhousie’i Vulgar 
Speech. Masonic Duuier, Anecdote of Ooruila. Military lu- 
s])ectiou. Journey. Father’s Death. Anecdote. Delhi 
J'alacc. Relleclions. Mr. Tin Political and Mllitaiy 

Views. Dtilliouhic. llardin-<\ Re<hiction of Pcmip. Charae- 
tcri.siie Cones] )Oiidence. Tailor’s W'ile. A Grateful ’Woman. 
Remarks on Ju<lgo Advocates. .Memoirs. General Caul Held, 
t^i'iuion uf ySc]K,ys 

Plhiod 11. — Sketch of Sej-uy Mutiny. 4 1st Regiment. Cope 
kicked. Mutiny. Dalhousie, his Weakness. Eusofsyes. 
Sikkim. Arracan. Diiiicuilies and Vexations, Model Canton- 
ment. j5ad System. Dalhousie. Courts-Martial. General 

Birch. 14tli Dmgoons. Kennedy. Grant. Military Report. 
Wuzzcerabad. Mutiny. Qoorkas. Alexander and Porus. 
Lalla Rookh. Fadf£Alecn^ Picturesque Marches. Little ^ate. ^ 
Thrashing an Elephant. Lor/l Dalhousic goes to Sea. Affrce- 
decs. Sepoy Disconte^^ts. Reflections. Kohat. Notes on the 
Mw^juy. KoliStt Defile Forced. Anecdotes. Foul Play. Ellen- 
boroug&nand Dalhousie Compared. Poor Little Pig. Illness. 
Letter to Lord Ellenborough. State of Affairs. Goorka Bat- 
talion. Sepoy Allowances. Puhlih Danger. Gross Rej^ri- 
maud. Duke of AVcllington, Misgovernment. Lord Dal- 
housie's Weakness. No Patronage. » Anecdote.^ State of 



VI 


TABLE OP COJ^TENTS. 


PAGE 

Affairs. Ilogg and the Or u nth. Picturif df Mccaneo. Affrce- 
dees’ Brutality. Lord Dalhousic retufns from* Sea. Second 
Letter to Lord Kllenhorough. Kohat Dispatch suppressed . 214 
Period III. — Directors’ Enmity. Dalhousid^s Jealousy. Mis- 
government. Colonel ^Benson at Feroshashur. Gough. 
Charles Napier reprimanded. Answer. Explanatory Letter 
to Lord Ellenborough. Besignation. Wellington’s Accepta- 
tion of. Remarks. Lord Ellenborough. Dalhousie’s Letters. 

Foul Minute. Bad Taste. Soldiers’ Greeting. Dalhousic’s 
Cunning. Jacob. Shapoor. Lord Dalhousie’s Fear. Lady 
Dalhousio's Saying. Pui^aub Irregulars. State of Kohat. 
Courta-Martial. Fitzgerald. Tiger. Dalhousie’s Letters. 
Hcmaiks. Colonel Grant. Lord Dalhousie. Dirty Cunning. 
Advising Agents. Goojerai, how^i’ought. Grant no General. 
Shore Sing, Varro at Caunoe. Civilian’s Job. Sealkote Bar- • 
racks. Enmity and Folly. Birthday Ilcliections. Military 
Projects. Lawreuej. Goolab Sing. Cockpen. Natives’ 
Progress tp Arlus. IVsd Tapist. Kennedy’s Roads. Mr. Ed- 
wardcs. Trade. Ladak. Wellington. Cashmere. Lcfter 
from Sir J.llobhoufle. Answer. Napoleon’s Saying, applicsv- 
blc to Lord Dalhousie. Grounds of Resignation, Dalhousie’s 
Complaint to Directors. Horses. Mosaic. Rajah. Rejections. 

Lord Dalhousic calls Wellington a Driveller 2r>3 

Pbhiod IV. — Directors and Cockpen. Humorous Anecdote. 
Rollections. Wellington’s Instructions. Military Refonris. 
Alexander. Torus. Valedictory Order. Retrospect.* Sirdars. 
Retrospect. Homage of Olficers and Soldiers at Kurrachee. 
Bombay Banquet. Sir W. Vardley’s Speech. Address to 
Guard of Honour. Natives* Banquets. Good-will at Calcutta. 
Embarcation. Return to England. Inter\dew with Welling- 
ton. Lord Mayor’s Impertinence. Jotee Persaud. Lord Dal- 
housic’s last Minute : withheld from Sir 0. Napier. Its 
Nature^ Governor-General’s amazing Pomp%.» 20(5 

EPOCH XlX. 

. • 

Period I. — Private Life. Feelings towards Soldiers%nd Sailof^^ 
Reflections. Epigram on Lord Grey. Anecdote. Utness. 
London Life. Representation of Bath. Applications for 
Places. Sirdars’ Speech an<t Sword. Public Dinners Farces. 
Black Charles. Willoughby. Mr. Rogers. Death of Grand- 
child. Freemasons’ Dintier. Mirage of Life. Lady Campbell. 



TAPLE OP CONTEXTS. 


VJl 


PAGE 

St. Diiiistan. Earls’ Flc jh for Eels. Reflections on ISIachinery. 
Kaffir War. Dog Trial.' Jacob's Letter. Sir J. Philippavt. 
Lord Dalhousic. Lord F. Fitzclaronoe. Military Reforms. 
Aflront to Outram pnd preparation for a Duel. Jacob and 

Outram shrink 322 

Period II. — Lies are lively Things. Lady Hather ton. Louis 
Napoleon. Dog Trial. McMurdo and Jacob. Russia. Charles 
Fox. Story of a Letter. Lord Ellenborough. Lord Ilardingo. 
Second Dog Trial. Intended Duel. Miss Hogg. AH Moorad 
and Lord Dalhousic. Willoughby’s Minute. Birkenhead 
Soldiers. Table Turning. Ferguson's Fortification. Car- 
riage Overturned. Preston Dinner. Penny cuick at Chil- 
lian wallah. Burmese War. Lord Jocelyn. Lost Child. Sir 
II. Willock. Commercial Memoir. Judge-made Law. Lord 
Campbell. America. Severe Illness. Wellington’s Advice 
inapplicable. French Warlike Activity. How to soften In- 
vaders. Public Danger. Sir C. Campbell. Lord Dalhousic. 
Coming DifKtultics of Command. Indian Aftairs. jRurmese 
War. Lord Raglan. Death of Wellington. Funeral. J^dge- 
made Law. Lord Can)pbel]. Lord Denman. Indian Com- 
mittee. Directors. Anecdote of Enmity. Scindc Affairs. 
Christmas Reflections. Dr, Scott. Strange Result. Invasion. 
Remarks. French Law. Invasion. Ministers 342 

EPOCH XX. 

Approach of Death. Reflections. Aged Women. Peace Society. 
Loui.s Napf)lcon. Ossian’s Daughter. Edinburgh Review. 
Bigamy and Trigonometry. Burmese War. Lord Metcalfe. 
Danger of India, Scanty Means to oppose Invasion. 
Observations. Sister’s Illness. Miss E. Napier a Sister 
of Charity by Nature. Wellington and Capt. J. Kennedy. 
Reward for the Head of an Enemy disgraceful. Anec- 
dote of Lord El lenh^/tough in contrast. Lord Dalhousic , and ' 

Sir C. Campbell. Burnings and Devastation around Peshawur. 
Cruelties in Kaffir War.’ Barbarous Speech. Colonel George 
Namier. Reuiarks on Naval and Military Command. Major 
McMuajp's Exploits and Services. Sergeant Power’s Exploit. 

Last Letter. Last Illness. Red Rover. Death. Funeral. 
Observations on Life and Character. False Contrast of Charles 
Napier and Marlborough. Posthumous Work. Enmity after 


Death ... 380 

• H ./ 



NOTK’K. 


In the comparison of OharJes Kapicr and Dusiiix, V^>l . tlit 
Fionch general is repre'sented as ii small man ; but it would, ui)]>t’ai 
frum Marshal Marmout’s memoirs that he was tall. 

The description of the swordplaycrs feat, vol. )l — cuttinp? an orange 
on Sir C. Nai)icr’8 hand — has, it is sai<l, been taken as implying 
a horizontal stroke. That tvotiKl not have been iciuaikable as 
regal d.M dexterity or nerve. The cut nas Virt^rnf- dowuuaids. on to 
tbe hand. 
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OF 

CHARLES JAMES NAPIER. 


SIXTEENTH EPOCH. 

SEVENTH PERIOD. 


How little Charles Napier allowed ill-treatmont to affect bis 
public conduct is now to be shewn. Coraprohonding the 
art of governing largely, he with a stoic’s austerity set all 
personal feelings aside while labouring in that vocation : 
and liis on Scinde, before mentioned, as hastily 

composed for Sir John TIobhouse, wdll indicate his power of 
mind in the accompli shment. 

“Memoij on Seindc, 1810. — As the system on which I 
liavc governed Scinde for near four years is not known at 
home, except to I.ord Ellcnborough, k may be well to give 
a slight sketch of k^9 • ® 

1*^. State of the People.— The people of Scinde are 
wild, iinoducated, and warlike, but ft noble nation if the word 
nfttion«i^n be afplied to men who have no national feelings, 
no union.'*Tbey are divided into Iri^s, some stationary, 
some nomadic. All are addicted^tg robbery and murder, if 
we choose to call their acts by those names ; but to do so 
wofild not be strictly ju8t> becaus^o eidsted under the 
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2 BIPE OF CHARLES KAPIER. 

Ameers against such crimes, in which those princes largely 
participated. A few general rulA® did ^exist under the 
Mahometan rulers, but were so entirely open to every species 
of corrupt influence that it is an abuse pf terras to call them 
laws. They only applied, if applied nt all, to the first of 
three great classes into which tho population is divided, viz. 
Bcloochecs, Sciudees, Hindoos. 

“ The first are Mahometans, and till the conquest were 
masters of the other two, who were their slaves. The Scin- 
dees were absolute serfe, over whom every petty Belooch 
chief held* the power of life and death, and used it freely. 
Each tribe protected itself, because in reality no law existed; 
and in a very curious wa^ th 6 y did so. Tribe A. being in 
want, would rob tribe B, which took no notice of the de][)re- 
dtttion for a time, longer or shorter according to circum- 
stances. But whef^tlie proper time damo foi»roninn oration, 
tribe B, having perhaps a quarrel with tribe C, proposed to 
pardon A if it would help B to rob C. This accepu^d, a 
small compensation for the original robbery made up the 
quarrel between A and B, and so on. Thus a sort of rotatory 
system of plunder, well understood, went on amongst all the 
tribes. 

“In this manner pressing necessities wore/relicved hy 
what may bo rather colled forced loans than robbery ; and 
between these domestic attacks there intervened tlio plunder 
of travellers, and the lerjung of black mail on caravans. 
This black mail, with a limited but existing commerce, 
enabled the tribes to live in a country where neither lodging, 
iKfr clqjhing, nor firing, are needed, f\ijd where the greatest 
chief lives under a mat stretched dn a few poles. It is true 
tho richer Hindoos have houses in t^e tdwns; but they are 
built of mud, and purposely wretched in appeafanee^ pr the 
Amoora would have instantly squeezed moneyrfrom the 
owners. ^ 

“ 11)0 above system see&s to us robbery, to the people of 
Scindc a conventional , ancangeraent well ’’understood, and 
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producing no very bitter hostilities amongst the tribes ; but, 
except amongst chiefsif in a great measure prevented inter- 
marringes, and each tribe kept itself pure and distinct. And 
with regard to murde^\ as we Europeans would call it, it was 
in fact a rude natural law, understood and rigidly main- 
tained. If one of tribe A seduced a woman of tribe B, the 
woman's friends killed both, and a blood feud arose ; the 
two tribes, from the moment, become deadly enemies, unless 
both tribes joined to slay the culpable pair: in that case no 
fund arises. But suppose a man of A seduces a woman of B 
and her relations kill her, while the man escapes ; then tribe 
B will littve a blood fend against A, and the first man of A 
tlit y catcli will be slain, Thtf feud would then cease so far 
as The tribes were concerned, but the worst consequence of 
such a barbarous state would follow. 

“The innocent man killed has pro^ibry noT connection 
VNith the offending man of his tribe, and his family will in 
publi(j avow the justice of his slaughter; but in secret they 
vow a private feud with the man, and the family of the man 
who slew their kinsman: they watch him for years, and 
either ho or some of his family is finally slain ! Then the 
bnlanco of blood is upset, and both tribes arise in arms. 
ThobC privivt-t) blood feuds arc by no means objected to by 
the tribes ; the family who suffer unavenged would bo dis- 
lionourod. 

“ I have traced out the minuteness with which this blood 
system baa been followed for many generations, and have 
had several opportunities of doing so : — recently a remark- 
able one, between Bullfoot Noo&rees and the^Cho#ta 
Noorarees. The first are* our subjects, the last our neigh- 
bours; they knewf wq^ld not let them fight, and made me 
umpir^ Originally one tribe, they split 100 years ego, and 
have carWed their foud down to the present hour. The 
chiefs embraced in my presence with a peculiar ceremony, 
the Choota making the first advafices, as the Bullfoot is the 
acknowledged hfead of all the ^CjpDiTee tribes. When I 
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proposed reconciliation, tliey said my sword was stronger 
than their swords, and what I order^they would obey. 

“ Here it must be remarked, that on n reconciliation it 
is not unusual for the murderer to give ^ sister, or daughter, 
in marriage to the next akin of the murdered man ; and 1 
have known a daughter of a slain man given to his slayer. 
Educatcid to expect this, it is not by tlie women considered 
so shocking as it would be with us. 

From the time a blood feud begins an exact account is 
kept, and until both parjlies have slain an equal number no 
reconciliation can take place : sometimes not then ; and so 
accurately is this account kept, that it even comprises 
wounds not mortal. This is*all murder according to our 
ideas, but among tliem is no more so than duels arnong^st 
ns; not indeed so much, for we, if we choose to seek it, 
have a protection ip law, whereas these people before tbo 
conquest had no other protection. The terms, robbers and 
murderers, cannot therefore justly apply to the people of 
Scinde ; and as to petty thieving it is scarcely known, except 
a little in the large towns, and in our cantonments, filled 
as they are with blackguards from Bombay. 

“ Tliis perfect division of tribes prevented their having 
any national feelings, or any attachment wliatcpror to their 
late masters the Ameers. I saw this at my first coming, 
and on the conquest turned it to account, by giving each 
chief all he possessed before tbc battle of Moeanee, and also 
greater security of possession: for^under the Ameers no 
man wdio was not very powerful was 8('euro of liis jaghire. 
I llius (Attached the noult^s to on order things giving them 
advantages not before enjoyed ; and I acquired great know- 
ledge of their feelingjs from the colloctor#: — especially from 
CaptaiTX Jlathbornc the collector at IlydrabW, who J^ires on 
intimate terms with the most powerful of them, miQ is him- 
self an officer of great a]^iltty. 

System of GovernmonJ. — I shall now stale my mode of 
governing and recloi^ii^ tjiese rude peopled 
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Having secured tjig confidence of the chief men as to 
their possession^, my n«xt object was gradually to subvert 
their power over the Hindoo and Scindeo slaves : not called 
so but being so iif fact. The abolition of slavery by the 
supremo government gave the first blow to this, so far ns 
their purchased Africans were concerned. The second step 
was to listen to all complaints of ill-treatment made by the 
poor, whether against Englishmen or Beloocbees ; this pro- 
duced a feeling that justice and protection would bo given 
to all under the British rule. The third step was to de- 
prive the chiefs of the power of capital punishment, of tor- 
ture, in fine of all punishmpnt8,^forcing them to apply to 
oiR* magistrates for justice. This in some measure lowered 
the chiefs in the estimation of their retainers, but raised the 
latter in their^own estimation, and it wn^ necessary. 

The fourth step was to abolisli *1110 abominable old 
Indian system of regulating the price of labour by a tariff; 
the market for labour was at once thrown open, and wages 
rose, from forced labour, nearly unpaid, to ‘irf. and even 
a day. This met with opposition from the English, and 
strange to say, I have hardly been able to enforce this rule 
yet ! A tariff on labour is said to prevail in India at this 
moment; WVit this is not known personally to me, and I can 
hardly holievc in such foul iiijustico and tyranny towards 
the labouring class. By this measure the condition and 
feelings o^tlic poor have been so much improved, that if the 
government was so OTwise as to restore the Ameers, my 
doubt is great as to their being able to hold their thrones for 
six mouths : all wotfld hg confusion and bloodshed.^ * 

“ Fifthly. — I deprived aU people of the right to wear 
arms in public^ with eiception of the •chiefs, on whom the 
prohilntj^n would have fallen as an indignity ; and probably 
tliey wouitl not have bomo it so patiently as they have 
other rules, of a nature mure ^lal to their supremacy as 
feudal chiefs, ^foreover had they been prevented wearing 
arms, all wopld hdVf^beeu iu\oh6^§ discontent and have 
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made common cause : by leaving Jthem their swords and 
shields, them alone, their personal poriseqmmco and appear- 
ance was augmented, and their vanity flattered. Their 
followers cared little for the deprivatiooi, not being worked 
up to anger by the chiefs ; but if so worked, in a contrary 
case, would have cared much, and been prompt to use the 
arms against us. All was received with good temper, and 
the chiefs girded with their swords acquired additional im- 
portance. 

** But this was not all. The Soindees and the Hindoos 
who never were allowed to bear arms, the first being all 
cultivators the last all merchants, also acquired importance, 
which pleased them much, ^hey found themselves on a 
level as to civil rights with their former tyrants, by having 
the latter pulled down, which gratified them perhaps more 
than being raised themselves. They were no longer in awe 
of the armed Belooch, whose scymitar had been before 
drawn on the slightest provocation and fatally applied. It 
is now man to man, and the Scindee is as good as the 
Belooch in a bodily contest, allowing for the habitual fear of 
the slave ; this cannot be at once removed, and prevails the 
more strongly from those unhappy reports, spread by the 
infamous Indian press, that the Ameers are to be restored. 

** A letter arrived last Christmas from the ex-Ameers, 
stating that Lord Ashley had written to them, saying they 
were to return and live on the frontier as private ^gentlemen. 
1 am unable to say wbat tnith thefll^ is in this report, but 
the Hindoo merchants believed in it ; and in consequence 
th^eof /*©nt quantities of their money away to Muscat and 
Bombay, and prepared to abandon Scinde. The first notice 
I had of it w&s from ^ great sirdar, nephew of the Ameers — 
a man who stood by them to tlie last against us, agpd who 
possesses a principality in Scinde, restored to Iflfc by me, 
as a reward for bis fai|h to bis family. He fought at 
Meeanee and at Dubba, and again in the desert ; and when 
Mohamed the Lion Jie^ 5»)m Scinde^tjii/ sirdar laid his 





65th Year.] EPOCH KVI. PERIOD VII.-SCIN6E. 

sword at my feet; he has heartily entered into English 
habits, improving his*ftpad, and is very clever in adopting 
civilization. 

“ He said, ‘ I aiid^nany others l^ill be ruined if this news 
be true, for we must join the Ameers in a conspiracy to 
overthrow the English government, and we shall all he 
ruined ; for God’s soke toll your government to let us alone. 
We ore quite happy and getting rich, but all who have 
ToJpoor blood in us must join our chiefs if you let them 
come here. As to their living as* private gentlemen it is 
nonsense.* Such were his words, and assuredly, if the 
Ameers are allowed to come, blood will be shed ; not by 
tliq people, but by the great sirdars, who are, ^s tliey 
frankly avow, bound in honour to help their family chiefs. 
This Talpoor sirdars expressions were emphatic. ' The first 
time I was received by the general, a# a brave man and 
faitlifursoldier who had honourably fought against him, and 
I have received from him all, more than all I had before, and 
if I fight again it will be as a traitor, and I can have no 
claim for mercy, and shall bo destroyed, having deserved 
my fate.* Thus speaking to Captain Bathbome he got ex^ 
cited, and taking a jug of water that stood near him filled 
a glass, and exclaimed, ‘You English are an odd people. 
You have conquered Scinde, you have done us good, all is 
full like this glass, but when you have all ready for profit, 
instead of^rinking you throw it away thus and he emptied 
his glass on the floor. ^He avows his dislike of his family, 
hut says, ‘ If they come and call on me to help them, life, 
everything, shall sacrificed to my honour as a ^irdut of 
Scinde, and a prince of the Jalpoor fiunily. I tell you this 
beforehand, ^and do not therefore accu^ me of ingratitude to 
the gei^al, or%f being a traitor. The English government 
is mad if ft allows the Ameers to return.* ' 

The prohibition of bearing a^ms has done vast good, 
tending more than most things to make the people quiet and 
orderly^ and pr^^MMqi^Dg blood ^^|e|Ldi^ and murders, from 
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the sudden ebullitions of temper peculiar to men of hot 
climates. ** 

“ Collection of Eevenue. — When the above-mentioned 
steps were effected, I divided the oountary in three fjreat col- 
lectoratcs, each having a head-collector, and a certain number 
of deputies, all English officers. They ore all magistrates, 
with restricted powers of punishment, and to help them I 
gave them the w'hole establishment of the Ameers for col- 
lecting money and inflicting vengeance. As to punishing 
moral crimes the Amee^;s never interfered. The only crime 
in their eyes was disobedience of their orders; and those 
orders had but two objects; amassing money and obtaining 
materials for their debaudioridfe. The last was easy, being 
only painful to individuals ; but the firat opened a door to 
gi*eat and general calamity, to injustice, torture, wholesale 
ruin. • 

** Their machinery for general extortion consisted bf kar- 
dam, head men of villages, who collected the taxes: of 
nmhardars, who, when the grain was collected, took charge 
for the Ameers. Each of these kardars and umbardars had 


their familiars to execute their orders, and what tliose 
orders were depended upon what the kardars generally were; 
not always though, as the following fact shows. If the 
price of groin was high, the Ameers ordered the kardars to 
sell immediately at a price stated in the (#der, one always 
above the market price, and to place the mo^ey in the 
treasury without delay. The kardars would then assemble 
the richest people, divide the grain, make each take a por- 


tion and pay the moifey instantly, p^jjhaps more for his 
own pocicet. If any refused a hot ’iron ramrod was placed 
between his thighs as he hung ty his^thuthbs from a beam. 
The money being thus collected, and God hflp *the kardars 
if it were not, each zemindar, or farmer, took 4rf^forced 


purchase away and divided it in like mimner, and with like 
persuasion amorigst his Hots, who, being poorer, had 
larger allowances of hot ^anmods. The in such cases 
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could not help hiins^t if he w6uld, and it gave him an 
opportunity of eXtoriing«money for himself, for the Ameers 
would not listen to any complaint if their money was right.” 

This was the patriarchal government so regretted; the 
object of liOrd Ashley s anxious solicitude ! 

‘‘ All these kardars and umbardars I made over in mess 
to the collectors, who thus had all the actual servants of the 
Ameers, and thus also a large body of influential men were 
enlisted by self-interest on the side of the conquerors : they 
robbed ns of course at first, as the English officers, besides 
being new to the duties, were quite ignorant of what ought 
to be paid ; but now the coljcctojs know their work, and 
frqjn their military habits and experience in commanding 
men, they very quickly got the machinery into high order, 
and the revemie rapidly improves. They all keep diaries, 
which aye sent to me weekly, and I th unlearn what goes on 
in each district. These diaries are read to me by the secre- 
tary of government, Captain Brown, an officer from whom, I 
have, during my whole residence in Scinde received such able 
assistance, that in justice he should be styled my colleague 
rather than my secretary. 

Police. — For the peace of the country, and to prevent 
the troops hfjing disseminated, which would bring them into 
too familiar contact with the people — thus diminishing 
that Avholesome fear of our power which is to main- 
inincd by shewing the troops only in large masses — I esta- 
blished a strong police of two thousand men, wtU armed, 
Avoll drilled, and divided into three classes : one for the town, 
two for the country.* T^e first are all infantry, tfte last, 
infantry and cavalry, and called the rural police. These 
assist the collectors Wut are under iheir own officers, a 
separat^^ody to wffiich the tranquillity of the country is 
entrusted. The police never agree with the kardars, for they 
inform against the frauds of kardirn, umbardars and zemin- 
dars; and these again complain whenever the usual faults 
of police, viz_. ins^Rlwi^e and over1\e/rinir ore displayed. In 

B 3 
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this manner both are kept in ehecl^^aud both protect the 
poor, not from humanity but spitai The«motive signifies 
little, the government and the poor, profit from the results; 
and the poor, looking to both for protection, dislike neither ; 
but their appeals give much trouble to the English officers 
and myself at times. One or two deputy-collectors have 
been weak enough to enter into the disputes of their subor- 
dinates, but this is ephemeral, and there are enough of men 
with sense and temper to control this folly. The whole 
appears to work well, and the police not only seize almost 
every thief, but are very good troops. I took a large de- 
tachment into the hills to^make soldiers of them. They had 
at first sundry battles with large bands of robbers, whpm 
they generally defeated: now no bands exist. 

“ Control of the .Administration of Justice. — For this pur- 
pose an officer was placed by me os judge advocate general, 
and he has by practice and study acquired much knowledge 
of his work, and of military law: be was sent to me by Lord 
Ellenborough on that account I believe. He is calm and 
dispassionate, has good sense and an amiable disposition; 
which, with great industry and uprightness, singularly quali- 
fies Captain Keith Young, that is his name, for the post he 
so worthily fills. To him I have given two deputies. 

“ To the judge advocate general all the magistrates send 
their reports of the trials they ore competent to enter upon. 
Those crimes which are of a deeper dye, such as murder, 
robbery with violence &o. are first examined by the magis- 
trates; and the preliminary depositions on oath are. sent to 
th^ judge advocate general. He sfibmits them to the 
governor, who orders thereupon, if he judges it fitting, a 
trial by a military oommission, consisting of a. field officer 
and two captains ; or, if officers are scarce, a su^tem of 
not less than seven years’ service, and a deputy judge 
advocate, conduct the fqrqi of proceeding, but without a 
voice as to finding or sentence. The minutes of trial go to 
the judge advocate gentl^al, who mokg^iii^iort report upon 
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the sentence and suly^its the whole to the governor. If 
the court, the ^udge advocate general, and tlie governor, 
all concur, the last confirms the sentence and orders execu- 
tion. If the couit*and judge advocate general difie^ the 
governor’s opinion decides. 

“ Under this system, justice, as quick as 1 can ensure it 
though not so quick as I wish, is administered ; and the 
prisoners have in fact the opinion of three courts : the 
Commission, 2” the Judge Advocate, 8® tlie Governor. I 
read all the trials with great attention, frequently twice Or 
thrice over, especially when the semtence is capital; and 
never order execution till I have ^iven at least two, often 
8e¥eral days consideration to the matter. In smaller affairs 
the deputy-collectors try cases at once, and send the pro- 
ceedings to tljo collectors, who either coiifirm the awai'd or 
object ; in either case he forwards thd proceedings to the 
judge advocate general, who has in some cases a casting 
voice, but in others appeals to the governor. 

“ In addition to the above there are for civil cases what ore 
termed jmnehayets, I have made a slight change in these : 
formerly they had no remuneration, but I give them an allow- 
ance, just sufficient to cover their loss of time. They are some- 
thing like oilr juries ; perhai)S courts of arhitratiou would be a 
better appellation. Hitherto I have confined their functions 
to civil cases, reserving the trials of all criminal cases for 
Englishman ; hut my wish is to enlarge the operations of 
these tribunals, which under anotlier name I found existing in 
Greece, and very useful. They exisUl believe in all eastern 
countries under valfous .names. The English jurj is but 
our form of it; in Greece 4t is the ‘Court of Ancients;' 
in India a pnn^hayet. TTheir powers vary*^at different periods, 
and in^fferent countries, according to circumstances. In 
India an^ Sclnde this power is limited ; in the Punjaub 
they lately assumed suprme po\ger. This subject demands 
much oonsidera^on, as a cautious mode of gradually in- 
ducing the ]>eopfe=l%,take part in /he government of their 
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own country ; but it is very possible the directors do not 
think that so advisable and wise it appears to me. 

“ Such is the simple process by wliich justice is adminis- • 
tered in Sclnde, and tjie frequent disagivjements between the 
opiimms of the magistrates, military commissioners, judge 
advocate and governor, proves in my opinion the indepen- 
dence of the judges, and the good working of the system. 
It is merciful rather than harsh, especially as the judge 
advocate and myself, so far as we can with justice, endea- 
vour to modify the sentences and make them go with the 
feelings of the people, and not produce disgust with the 
government. 1 have lon^ since applied for leave to trans- 
port culprits to Aden, but have not had any answer. If^ it 
should be pennitted, the necessity for capital punishment 
will be much abate^d here, and the government would gain 
cheap labour for the«fortifications there. The culprits would 
come back at the end of the sentence, and that great evil, so 
justly reprobated by the Archbishop of Dublin, forming a 
condemned population, would be avoided. 

Hevenue. — Under tho Ameers it was averaged at be- 
tween ^5 lacs and 40 lacs. Under my government it has 
gradually increased from 9 lacs to 31 lacs; and there ap- 
pears no reason to doubt its being 35 lacs next? April: the 
general opinion of the collectors is that it will in 1848 be 40 
lacs, and gradually increase, because commerce is gradually 
doing so, and cultivation has this last year been greatly 
extended. However this letter is for facts, not conjectures 
and theories. I am giyen to understand, that the conquest 
of Scindc has added very much to the Bombay revenue, by 
preventing the smuggling of ppium into that presidency 
through tihe Portugngse colony of Domaum, but this is not 
of my own knowledge and I have no means of asc^jjaining 
the fact” — shewn in the parliamentary papers afterwards, to 
have amounted to nearly, four millions sterling. "But I 
have also to point out, that when the Ameers* revenue 
averaged 36 40 lacs, d^e of the mosji^i^ductive of their 
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taxes WHS the transit radari. This has been abolished, 
and yet there isi every .probability that our. revenue will 
exceed that of the Ameers : many other taxes have been 
abolished by me, antk in comparing the two revenues, the 
amounts of all the abolished taxes should be added to mfhe, 
when it will appeal* that the lesser taxation has produced 
more revenue. 

“ Commerce. — Our imports of European goods have, 
since 1843, increased from three to nine lacs in 1845; and 
to ten lacs the first six months of 1846 : and the merchants 
now cry out for steamers to convey their goods up the Indian 
rivers to the sources of the Indus and Sutlege. Memorials 
to ^iis effcHJt have come to me, an& I have begged, of the 
governor-general to make over four of the war steamers to 
this government for mercantile purposes. They will thus 
repay their own expence, be equally available for war, and 
facilitate commerce by a rapid and safe transmission of 
goods. The calculation now is, that six boats out of seven 
are lost coming down the river at certain seasons, or the 
goods are destroyed by the badness of the country boats 
and ignorance of tlie boatmen : this is a prohibition of com- 
merce. No steamer was ever lost on the Indus. 


I understand that trading companies would instantly 
be formed ; hut merchants are not altogether to be trusted 
in this country upon such points, the desire of gain deceives 
them. Hc^wever, this demand for steamers having arisen I 
think it ought to be complied with, and the more so as we 


have discovered an inland passage for steamers from Kur- 
rachee to the mouth •sf the Indus ; one steamer has ^ctutslly 
passed through it. It runs^ pai’allel to and very near the 


shore, which shelters itrfrom the furious monsoon sea, wliose 
violencq^jduring five months renders a passage between Kur- 
rachee wd the mouths of the Indus impracticable ; the 


only doubt is whether this inlai(fl passage is affected by 
the inundations: this will be decided whei]i the wat^s sub- 
side.” — It was n<Jb:s«o affected. ^ 
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If all turns out right Kurrach^e will be the real mouth 
of the Indus, and not like the oilier months, varying with 
every inundation and useless for commerce. Even should 
this passage fail the merchants will equally require steamers 
for their commerce, from TatUih to the sources of the five 
waters. 

“ Agriculture. — Cultivation and revenue ate both on the 
increase in Scinde, the cause being that heavy taxation has 
oeased ; and since we have ruled, considerable immigration 
has taken place from the neighbouring countries. I am 
endeavouring to improve still more the ryots’ condition : 
for you must know sir, that the system of farming revenue 
has generally prevailed in Scinde ; the Ameers farmed ov^pry 
branch. Tliis detestable practice has been abolished by me, 
but still the zemindar exists. He hires largo tracts of land 
from government, or from jaghirdars, and wliile he cheats 
his landlord starves the ryot, as far as men can be starved 
in a country full of game and wild fruits : — men who can 
rear fowls without cost, and who have abundance of fuel for 
the mere gathering : —men who go naked, who require no 
houses, and who make no difficulty of stealing a sheep if 
hard pushed. A man first steals a camel, rides it one 
hundred miles to steal a sheep, returns next night and 
turns the camel out in tlie jungle from whence he took him. 
No one is the wiser, unless the owner of the sheep misses 
his animal in time, that is to say, while the footmarks of the 
camel are fresh : in that case he hires a pttggee who 
i, e. traces the camel^ and the .|yef is caught. These 
pujgees^e unerring, and they follow ^ track for eight or 
ten days and nights. Unless ff, storm of wind efiuces the 
footsteps with sand, oj a foil of raiu*^vasfles thejn away, no 
ingenuity seems able to evade a good puggee? ^ 

** The zemindar oppresses the labourer, driving him to 
idleness and robbery. I jnean to grant small farms to the 
ryots and thus take them out of the zemindars' bands, by 
giving them^only as rduch land os the ryots, con 
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cultivate by their own ^ftbour; and they are to pay their 
rents to the sub-collector direct, without the intervention of 
, either kardars or zemindars. My hope is that tliis will not 
only raise the character of the poorer ryots, but greatly in- 
crease our fame in the surrounding natiops, and add to the 
population of Soinde, to its happiness, and its revenue. 1 
have also adopted a measure, successful to my knowledge in 
England, that of making small loans to the poor when they 
are distressed by unforeseen accidents. These loans are re- 
paid to government, because they are advanced with cau- 
tion by the district collectors and sub -collectors, and the 
repayments, by instalments, is rigidly enforced under certain 
rul^. 

Taxation may be still more reduced, and yet tbe reve- 
nue will increase: this can, and shall be proved. Our crops 
this year are good; but in great danger from locusts, which 
have destroyed the grain in the neighbouring countries. 
This country has liad no time to settle yot after the con- 
quest. People fancy that trade and agriculture are at once 
to spring up like Aladdin’s polace. I reckon that it will 
require at least ten years for Scinde to recover from the 
effects of the Ameers' tyranny, and from such a great revo- 
lution ns thd people have undergone: it appears to me no 
ordinary matter that already they are tranquil and rapidly 
improving. At the time of the battle of Hydrabad, my 
expectatio» was that it would take ten years to get Scinde 
into the state it is now in. Lieutenant-Colonel Outram 
publicly proclaimed that we should have ten years of 
guerilla war. So mafeh for his knowledge of the pfjpple*of 
Scinde ! • , 

Military^ — I sliall^make a full statement under this 
heading^n another paper, because the papers laid before 
parliament^and ordered to be printed by the Commons, 30th 
April 1846, are not correct, l^anwhrle I have only to 
say, that the large force maintained in Soinde are not here 
for Scind^ but f3!‘ the Punjaub, Tor two y^s my con- 
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stant report has been that 5000 inen are more than suffi- 
cient for defence, and tlie preservation rf)f internal tran- 
quillity. This has been contradicted by an ignorant and 
factious party at Bombay, but I am* ready to prove that 
this force is more than sufficient. Have I not quitted Scinde 
with nearly my whole force even when the Sikhs were up 
and might have been looked to for help, as they were always 
by the Ameers? And has there ever been the least doubt 
of the public tranquillity? Never I And there never will 
be while I am here, because that tranquillity has boon 
based, not on force of arms after the battles, hut upon the 
justice and kindness of the government towards all ranks. 
Not an Englishman has been murdered since the Am^'ers 
quitted the country; not an Englishman has ever boon 
insulted! These are facts of no small weight, and not of 
usual occurrence iq these Eastern countries*: nor in any 
recently-conquered country. 

“ The extraordinary military expenses are of two kinds. 
One relating to supplies ; the other to building of barracks. 
The first will diminish wdien the force does, and three-fourths 
must for the last two years be placed to the account of the 
Punjaub ; the other fourth to the first occupation of Scinde, 
not a penny to the conquest of Scinde, except the cost 
of barracks at Hydrabad, and that has been very much 
more than covered by the surplus revenue paid into the 
general treasury. The conquest of Scinde ha^ not cost 
a shilling to the East India Company ! On the contrary, it 
has saved money. For I defy any politician or soldier to 
sajb wit^ truth that, h*ad the Ameers «till ruled, we could 
have occupied Kurrachee and Sutkur with a smaller force 
than was here during^ the events of*the*last two years, at 
Gwalior and on the Sutlege. I will say iSore. j^ad the 
Ameers ruled duiidTg the last two years, Scinde ifould have 
presented sanguinary scenes when Gwalior was in arms 
and the Sikhs crossed the Sutlege ; l)ad the governor- 
general been weak enough to reduce the -garrison to 5000 
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men in 1842-3 — that force being divided at Kurrachee and 
Sukkur — he wou||^ hav<&^ost the whole country. The delu- 
sion of Lieutenant-Colonel Outram, who could not perceive 
the Ameers* hostility, till they attacked him at the Besi- 
dency, would, had he retained the direction of affairs 1 
succeeded to, have lost the whole army. 

“He would agiun have lost it in 1844, or even in 1845. 
For all would have been apparently tranquil the first year 
till Gwalior was ready; and in the second till the Sikh 
army crossed the river, which would have been attended by 
a simultaneous and equally unexpected attack on Kurrachee 
and Sukkur : no reserves could have been then brought up, 
and the enemy would have found a Veak, divided, and every 
way unprepared force. Lord Keanes large force was 
scarcely able to hold the Ameers in check even before the 
Aifghanistan (Wsaster. The result would^l^ave been cost of 
blood and treasure far exceeding what has been expended: 
tlierofore I assume the Scinde conquest to be, except in 
the opinion of an obstinate faction, a great saving of blood 
and money. And there is the honour of our arms, which 
has certainly not been stained since the end of 1842. 

“ My opinion may be called an impartial one as regards 
the policy o4' the conquest, for I cannot recollect ever 
having presumed to offer a single suggestion to Lord Ellen^ 
borough on the subject. So far from it, that I did not ex- 
pect it to ^0 annexed till I was appointed governor : my 
notion w^as that the Ameers would be subsidized. I admire 
Lord Ellenborough's policy, it is true, but I must equally 
have obeyed my ord^a’S had I disapproved. I heliev^ I am 
a singular instanoe of a sdccessful general run down by his 
own government fcffr ha#^ing obeyed the superior authority 
set over^ina h^ that government! And singular also in 
receivin^^ support from home, when all I have done has 
beea approved of by successive govemors-general. Yet this 
is what Lord Eipon and the Oourt*of Bireetors have done by 
me. 1 am prepared to prove that the conquest has been less 
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expensive in blood and money than the occupation would 
have been, according to the origin^f intention after the de- 
struction at Oabool. And if the intention was not to occupy 
Scinde with a diminished force, then the result of the con^ 
quest is the addition qf its revenue to the public treasury 
without any additional Outlay. This is the real state of the 
case, and it will be so found, when passion, prejudice, and 
the very insidious, very virulent, and not very honourable 
warfare made upon me shall subside : a moment 1 wait for 
with patience because confident of the result. 

** Climate.— That the climate of Sciude is very hot is 
unquestionable; but that it is more unhealthy than any 
Other part of India is ^untrue. No doubt many solders 
have died; so they have on every new conquest, and for very 
simple reasons:— want of comfort, want of good barracks, 
want of local experience. All these fell on the army of 
Scinde at once. The country was so entirely ruined by 
nearly a century of tyrannical government, that we are 
really more like a colony planted in a desert, than an army 
occupying an inhabited country! We have lost but few 
officers, even including those who died of cholera and 
Other diseases unconnected with locality : they were better 
lodged and had more comforts. But now we are gradually 
getting good barracks constructed, and Scinde will not be 
unhealthy beyond what all parts of India must eyer be to 
Europeans. Twice sinoe the conquest have epidemics fallen 
on U|a troops; moreover the European soldiers have suflered 
firom^rinking ardent spirits --bad ardent spirits, and be- 
OfAise tj^eir constitutions are not congenial to a hot climate: 
we have also twice bad oholeri^ All this frightens weak and 
timid people, and thpy unjustly condemn the ohmate. 

“ Natural Biohes. — This country is Apable^of im- 
mense produoe: the soil is rich beyond de8ori])tion. My 
efibrts are direetedto ooptrol the waters of the Indus, and 
this will ere long be effected : then the produce will be very 
great ; at least so thinlf all who are best able to estimate its 
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resources. The present jrant is that of a sufficient popula- 
tion to cultivate* the ^eut quantity of waste land. The 
^ mines are supposed to be rich, and the fields of salt are 
innumerable. • 

Surrounding States.*— ‘The newspapers talk of our 
being constantly embroiled with neighbouring states and 
tribes. This shews great ignorance on the part of those 
who make such assertions : not one neighbouring tribe has 
the least desire to quarrel with us, they gradually come to 
settle in Sciude I All who love peace and desire to culti- 
vate and enjoy the fruits of their labours, wish to settle in 
Scinde, and numbei*s do so. A report shall be mode out of 
foreigners who have settled here sin^ the conquest. 

Such is the general state of Scinde since I have go- 
verned it, and nothing has been mis-stated. To enter into 
details would require more time than ia at my command, 
and have made this memoir a book : if there are points 
requiring more detail it can be furnished. But under my 
system the revenue has increased and is increasing; the 
people are contented and happy ; there have been no con- 
spiracies, or insurrections, though the hill campaign and the 
Sikh war furnished tempting opportunities. 

*^Here sir/ 1 will venture an opinion, and it is a correct 
one. Not formed by an old Indian, which frequently means % 
man wbq has been living twenty years in India, eating and 
drinking ; \^io without any knowledge of the people dogma- 
tizes upon India, as if, instead of being in profuund^pio- 
rtinoe, he possessed a tltorough acquaintance with peopmand 
country. No ! My« opinion as that of a man who ^as ibr 
five years studied the dmrSscter of the people, and governed 
them for four years.* • 

“ It is^his, If a civil government is formed in Scinde 
the revenutf will be swamped by large salaries to civil ser- 
vants, with immense establishments^and little work. For os 
civil servants of experience and real knowledge will not quit 
their good positions in India to oome* here, the j^rovinoe will 
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be oven’un with young and ignopnt men, initiated in all 
that is luxurious and idle in India, witliout experience, or 
perhaps ability to acquire it. They may be very good fellows,^ 
smoke, hunt bogs, race, drink beer, -and issue their orders 
in bad Hindustanee to subservient native clerks ; but these 
last will, consequently, soon get the real power into their 
hands, and turn it to account by all sorts of venality and 
oppression of the people. 

The result of all this will, .or at least maybe, bloodshed and 
waste of money. The people here have no respect for civil 
servants : soldiers themselves, they look to be governed by 
soldiers ; a feeling which would make them ready to draw 
swords if affronted by civil servants. And in proportiqn as 
the civil servants increased expence would increase, and the ^ 
military decrease,^and the defence of the country would get 
weaker/’ • 

This view has been confirmed since. The cxpence of 
Scindian government has increased under the Bombay civil 
system ; and the surplus revenue raised by Sir C. Napier in 
troubled times, has in profound peace sunk to a deficit of 
£300,000, as shewn in parliament by Sir Erskino Perry, 
April 18th, 1850. 

“ I am aware that inconvenience arises from'the extensive 
employment of military men in civil government; and I 
have introduced four or five uncovenanted civil servants with 
good effect, because, with one exception, the^ have con- 
duq^ themselves with diligence and modesty; but three 
covenanted servants sent to me by Lord Ellenborough were 
quite useless. They were, I have no doubt, clever and gen- 
tlemanlike young men, yet a ^dozen such would have para- 
lyzed my government. They would have throvvn it into the 
hands of clerks and natives. These men^do the business 
certainly, but then kt them have the pay and riESponsibility. 
Oet rid of the gentletf^en with their high salaries, their 
cheroots, their wild pigs, and beer barrels : let those men 
who do the^work have ‘the oflBces! When men have other 
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pleasures than their business they oi’e good for nothing in 
that business. 

“ Let me now conclude by saying, that though the ofl&oei*s 
*with me, and I myself, might have done more and better, 
no one will deny that we have struggled against many and 
great difiBculties : war, with pestilence in its utmost extent 
and virulence ; the destruction of a whole harvest by locusts ; 
and the greatest part of another by an unprecedented sudden 
fall of tlie inundation before the grain was mature ; these 
have been amongst the evils which have afldictod Scinda 
since 184d. 

In the midst of an extensive military command I have 
had to construct the entire machinei^ of a civil government, 
I being assisted only by young officers who at our first start- 
ing had little or no experience ; but zeal and abilities have 
seived mo well, and diligence has ovoiyome the greatest 
obstacles. In the collection of revenue a total want of local 
knowledge was nearly insuperable. How we have succeeded 
wo must leave the world to judge ; but we have done our 
best; and if, as is stated in the journals, it is intended to 
change the system of rule here to one more analogous to 
that of India, I nm ready, if called upon, to give a full ac- 
count of my.mode of conducting this government since it 
was confided to mo by Lord Ellcnborough in 1843: ready 
also to deliver it o\er to my successor, who, my hope is, 
may feel thg same interest in its welfare that I do. If on 
the contrary, the present government apj^lToves of "s^t I 
have done, and wish me to remain in ray present posfuon, 
1 am prepared to ofijutinue my exertions as long^s ay 
health will permit me to*do so with justice to the public 
service.” 

A change of ^stem had been loudly clamoured for by the 
Bombay gaflg at this time, and echoed in England; hut it 
w^as understood that tills able memoir, written off in two 
hours ! stopped the intrigue. To* tLe copy of it sent to Ms 
brother were add^ some notes, withHhe foUowi^ explana-* 
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tions. " These notes are old but will give Sir J olm Hobhouse 
a good idea of my system, so far %s th<iy go, and if you 
think them worth sending to him do so. They are a rough 
sketch of cnide ideas ; but several .things indeed nearly ' 
all mentioned, have been effected, with small modifica- 
tions. 

“ Private Notes. — 1®. All land ought to be let by 
government on leases of 7, 14, and 21 years : the best hind, 
that is land where w^ater is' most easily supplied, on tlio 
shorter leases. 

2®. The produce being divided into three portions, 
goverament should take a third; the remaining two thuds 
going to the occupant, ^dio takes all the expences of culti- 
vation. * 

** 8®. If the occupant cannot supply his land with water 
the government i% bound to do so for him ; but ho must 
keep the canal or well, as the case may he, in repair under a 
penalty. 

4®. Government should givo a premium for evciy new 
well dug, if the water he good and the well a Pukhur one, 
i. e built with burnt bricks. The well should he valued and 
paid for when the tenant quits the land, unless he bo turned 
out for misconduct. But that cun only be Uy decision of 
the governor, who is to cider a visit by tlio magistrate of 
another district, and his reports being compared with tliat 
of the district magistrate the decision will be^made. No 
tenant should Wb turned out unless for some very grave 
offence; and if punished by a less authority than the gover- 
nor’s ij would, besides being injurious*tp the government in 
other ways, shake the confidence *of the tenants generally, 
and hurt cultivation. 

5®. All waste land taken on lease shofild’be let for 21 
years, and the first two 5 cars rent free. If ^ the end of 
two years the whole is^ not in a state of cultivation, the 
government will mulct th*e tenant to the amount which the 
land ought to have paid had rent been demanded; unless he 
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satisfies the ooUeotor that there was a(le(][uate cause for the 
neglect. ^ > * 

“ 6'’. If a man takes a lease he shall he bound to cultivate 
• the land until the expjration of his lease; and be must pay 
full rent in cash quarterly for his leasehold : if he does not 
cultivate the same, he must go to prison, and there labour 
until government is remunerated by the market price of bis 
labour, deducting only the expence of his keep. 

7®. All leases are to oxplafti clearly, T. The term of tJie 
lease. 2". The extent of the leasehold. 3". The forfeit in 
case of breach of contract. 

“ 8®. The collectors, at the recommendation of suh-col*; 
lectors, may make occasional advrinces to poor people of 
respectable conduct ; these advances must be small and re-* 
payment rigidly exacted as to sum and time. They may be 
made to the amount of the cost of a pai|^ of bullocks, or a 
cow ; or in such small sums in money as the collector may 
deem useful assistance to meritorious men, who without such 
aid would sink in the scale and turn robbers. 

“ An advance on loan to build a well might enable a good 
cultivator to repay the money tenfold : but I repeat, that the 
repayment must be rigidly adhered to, and the debt regis^ 
tered. Sucli Joans may he for n month, for half a year, or 
a wdiolc year, or even longer, at the discretion of the collec- 
tors, who, though not responsible for repayment of course* 
are to be nevertheless responsible for the money, unless, at 
the expiration of the period, be has made demand for re- 
payment. As no honest debtor should fail a fine is to ho 
levied on those who repay theif loans ; this fi^e is 4o 

equal the interest of the siftn at 4 per cent., or whatever sum 
government pays as^intejest at the time. 

‘‘ These lo%n^ are very useful, but their utility wholly de- 
pends npoi* the exactness with which they are repaid. I 
prefer them, very muqh, tQ the habit prevalent in Sciude, of 
remitting a portion of the rent: tliat practice opens a door 
for much fraud upon government, and is only of question- 
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able utility to the poor. The propriety of it is a matter of 
much doubt in each particular ; it is also a breach of 
rules, and no one can say how wide the brench may be made. 
A loan breaks no rule ; it is an isolated transaction, complete * 
in itself; an act of justice which the poor man has a sort of 
claim to, and which does not lead him to the hope of cheat- 
ing government by false statements of distress. Every part 
of the transaction is accurately defined, and admits of no 
evasion from friendly feelings of kardam, or by briber}\ 

9^ With regard to jaghires, I am decidedly of opinion 
that they ought to be abolished as rapidly as possible. No 
present holder can be dispossessed unless for crime; but 
whenever a jaghire is rhsumed by government, it should be 
divided into leaseholds of from 20 to 150 begahs of land. 
Meanwhile if any jaghirdar will buy land from government 
at 30 years’ purchase, he is welcome ; and so may any other 
person : for it is desirable in the highest degree to give 
some fixed tenure of land in Scinde. At present no man is 
safe. I can deprive the hu-gest jaghirdar of his land at 
pleasure ! This is the law of the Ameers as conquerors: it 
is not one which the British conquerors should adhere to, as 
it is an effectual bar to agriculture and civilization, and 
justice. • 

"‘lO'’. In my opinion it would bo useful to give small 
jaghires to Belooch gentlemen in fee simple, with a small 
heriot in money yearly. The thing necessary in Scinde is 
to create property, and confidence in its possession, and in 
the fruits of agriculture. As to commerce I would give it 
n# pr< 4 tection or encouragement, bey^d the security that 
the merchant shall not bo robbed or ill-treated, or over- 
taxed: but I see no wisdom in s^ekiftg to encourage it. 
Let commerce alone, leave it free, give it*facilities, and it 
will take good care of itself. Not so with the labouring 
man, on whom all the taxes &11, and from the sweat of 
whose brow the revenue ^springs. 

Commerce is like the bundle of fagots ; combined and 
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Strong for profit ; agrioalture is the unbound fagot, the 
sticks strewn fur* and ift^de. Even tlie rich agriculturists 
have little of the force of combination : they meet by ap- 
*pointment, tliey tall^ crudely or wisely as it may be, 
and disperse. The labourers never combine, but naturally, 
when suffering forces them to assemble, it is generally for 
the violence which wronged men are prone to. Merchants, 
especially when manufacturers, and all belonging to thetn, 
are in the highest degree wffli-informed, systematic, oiird 
in fine combination, without being overscrupulous as to 
humanity. Now in Scinde, the merchants are Hindoos and < 
we may let them swim as they can; our business is tO 
attcud altogether to the labourers, Wlio are poor and honest 
in their w^ay, though wild and ferocious. One of the best 
things to he done is the establishment of agricultural schools, 
and this can best he done at Kurrachee. * 

II®. With respect to water, I think the government 
should keep the whole system of irrigation in its own hands; 
but if, on further experience, the great canals or feeders are 
found best in the hands of government, and the small ones 
left to individuals paying a water tax, then I think the huk- 
koh should be levied, not upon the quantity of cultivation, 
hut on the leaseholder in proportion to the size of his whole 
leasehold. The data on which the amount shall be calcu- 
lated might be thus established. Let the engineer estimate 
the expense ^of digging canals of a certain size, at per foot or 
yard ; and let the proprietor and engineer settle how many 
yards of canal the former requires to water all his land, not 
merely what he has brought into cultivation, but the^whole 
of his property. Having thus found the amount, govern* 
ment should pay ont-thijd of the cost, and the leaseholder 
two-thirds : iti the case of freehold; :|^roperty the owner 
should pay Ihe wh6k expence, that is, should water his land 
himself. Thus each will pay in the ratio of his profit : for 
though it is true, that out of his^lVo-thirds the occupant 
pays the expence of culture, the government pays the cost 
VOL. IV, • * c 
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of collection, and also the cost of the jrreat feeding 
canals^ 

• ^ 

1 2®. As to farming the revenue, it is one of the greatest 
acts of tyranny that can he committed, and enough to pro- ‘ 
duce insurrection. That jt facilitates the collection of taxes 
is certain ; it is in dVery way convenient to the government, 
till it overthrows it altogether I It is an oppression, and a 
dangerous system : yet there are advocates for it, and it has 
some stinng points of defence. My resolve is to get rid of 
it as regards the ryots. As it regards the Hindoo mer- 
obants, there may be some sources of revenue paid by them 
which are better farmed than not, for their exertions to 
demand the revenue chnnot be easily met by any other 
system. 

13®. The poll-tax now levied on the Hindoos is atro- 
cious. We must ‘^tlier levy it on all our subjects, Mussul- 
mans and all, or on none. The first thing to do, is to ascer- 
tain the amount of this tax, and then deal with it as I have 
said, or do that which is best— abolish it ! ” 

These notes and the memoir indicate, and only indicate, 
a part of the great range and laborious diligence of the 
creative mind governing Scinde ; but the following letter, 
addressed to Sir C. Napier, at a later date, by one of the 
ablest of the collectors extends the field: 

If I am called home, my examination by the Lords’ 
Committee, will not I trust be confined to those points 
which Lord Ellenborough’s letter would seem to point at, 
and which could be got equally yell, or better, by returns, 
imports, exports, and tliingstot|^ ]^n<L If I am to judge 
by what I saw of Sir Georgp?G®^>. examination, there are 
other questions opened regiucHing ^ie taking as well as the 
governing of Scind&^.r . „ \ • * 

There is the with, which the conquest was looked 

upon in JScinde, iphieb, from my intimacy with all the lead- 
ing men, no one is mordv<}apable of speaking to than myself.. 

There are all the preparations of the Meers for war, 
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in the shape of orders for provisions, and for Beloochees 
moving on Hydrabad, Jopg before you came to it, which 
my possession of their records enables me to discover. 

“ There are fiotions^to refute as to the amount of plunder 
taken from them, which an examination of the Ta^ha-Kana ” 
— treasury-accounts — “ enabled me to unravel. 

There is the new falsehood of Lord Jocelyn*' — in par- 
liament — “that the ladies had not carpets to sit upoitj 
whereas they lent me more than I had use for, at the duil>ar 
held when Lord Dalhousie came down. 

“ Tlierc is the fiction of their poverty, met by the 
that Outram himself changed his resolution of handing them 
his share of the prize money, when^he found, through 
« then friend, French, that they were in circumstances of 
wealth. 

t 

“ There is the abolition of slavery to •spealc of, and its^ 
results, a measure not yet accomplished in India itself. 

“ There is the settlement, within four years, of all claims 
to estates, which, twenty-six years after conquest, they ore 
only very partially woiking through at Bombay. 

“ There is the early assimilation of weights and measures 
to the Company's standard, a point which, in a great portion 
of India, they. arc as far from as ever, and wliich was met by 
a riot, or almost a rebellion, within the last seven years at 
Surat. 

“ There the introduction of the Company's copper 
money, as well as silver, a measure which all their in- 
genuity at Bombay has never been able to effect beyond 
the island. ,, * • • 

““ There is the fact of th€f average duration of civil suits 
being but two days nnd^ ha^ each in Scinde ; while in 
India the avertige^ duration is of twice as many months ! 

“ There i» a system of a peffoentage <Cia civil suits in lieu 
of stamps, which the best writers Bengal are there advo- 
cating the introduction of. • * 

“ There is the abolitioii of all private rights of seniorage 
• C 2 
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incompatible with the administration of public justice, or 
injurious to the public revenue; a/i»asurtt which the Bom- 
bay people would gladly, if they could, effect. 

“ There is a system of police which the governments of the 
Punjaub and of Bombay have been glad to try and imitate.** 
The Madras government has since adopted it, acknow- 
ledging its obligations to the Bombay government, which, 
likewise adopting it, acknowledges its obligations to the 
Punjaub : but the original of all, and the best, that of 
Scinde, has been entirely ignored ! 

** There is the fact, that there never was a man confined 
for a political offence, and never even a riot to put down in 
Soinde : put this in contrast with the doily calls for trpops 
to put down outbreaks in the other parts of India. 

“ There are blood feuds between tribes put down com- 
pletely, which, before we took Scinde, caused an average of 
between two and three hundred murders annually. 

“ There is public morality supported, by putting down the 
infamous beasts who, dressed as women, plied their trade in 
the Meers* time openly ; and there is this fact to record, that 
the chief of them were recipients of stipends from the Ameers, 
as the government records I became possessed of as collector 
testified. 

There is child murder and abortion put an end to, by 
which hundreds of infants were sacrificed annually. 

“ There is the retail trade of opium put on such a footing, 
as to render the debasing results of its use, to the extent 
formerly in practice, now impossible. 

•''There is the barWpus exhibitioia.of men with stumps, 
from hands chopped off for tjjierit, put an end to, and law 
equally enforced for all persons, o ® 

" There is an agricultural system introduebd, which renders 
the plunder of the dji^ator, by any Beloooh to Whose tender 
mercies he was Landed oyer as a jagheerdar, impossible. 

‘ ‘ There is protection |[iven to commerce, and access to 
the head of the state opened for commercial men when they 
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have grievances to compyiin of, or suggestions for improve- 
ments to make, which before unknown. 

“ There is the Beloooh population, described in all pre- 
vious works on Sciifde as the most barbarous untameable 
ruffians in the world, exhibiting an example of order, docility, 
and attention to the improvement of their estates, in which 
the landlords of many civilized countries might find some- 
thing to imitate. 

“There is — but why go on enumerating? There were 
more blessings conferred on Scinde within the limited period 
it was under your domination, than have been effected in any 
cycle of ten times the duration in othefr parts of Indio, And 
in tjie rules for sole of land — now^ alas ! put an end to i 
— the foundation was laid for the most extensive, and the 
most lasting prosperity ; of everything sipce done also, the 
foundations were laid in the same period. • All this the par- 
liamentary committee should see and know : it should be 
put on that permanent record. 

“ I do not know how far they have been touched upon by 
past witnesses ; nor how far it is your intention to shew them 
by future evidence : I have not seen the Blue book, and of 
your views am necessarily ignorant. These things have, to be 
sure, been told by Sir W, Napier in his book of the Scinde 
Administration ; but they ought also to be told before the 
committee by one who, like myself, knows the systems in 
other parts ^f India, and can speak more strongly by com- 
parison. 

“ I do not know, Sir Charles, whether in speaking so much 
on these points I bose you: it is possible I may, but«o dbg 
of decent breed can see a parcel of curs yelping at the heels 
of a nobler animaP, without longing his teeth with a 

good honest bulldog bite in porno of them. I pray 

Providence^may %pare you to your coiltit^ for some yeoi's; 
and if it be so, you will live, like ^ the illustrious man 
whose pall you lately bore, lJ) see your enemies and 
maligners discomfited, and to beedme yourself the loved 
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and honoured of all. England in the long run generally 
just to those who illustrate her hiatfrry : Iftit painful and long 
have been, in nearly all oases, the trials which envy and fac- 
tion have first made them pass through." 

This letter was written Egypt six years after Sir 0. 
Napier had quitted Soinde, and when the system of destroy- 
ing all his creations, civil and military, had been neaily com- 
plete as to execution : — they were destroyed, not because 
their utility was denied, but avowedly, on the truly patiiotic 
l^ouad that they were his ! It was Sir C. Napiei’s intention 
to have published a sketch of his campaigns and govcin- 
ment, and to relate the injustice he had sustained ; but the 
mieodssky of chastising, liy exposure, the despicable conduct of 
fiord Dalhousie in more recent affairs compelled him to defer ' 
it, aud before that task was effected the wronged man was 
m his grave. • 

The writer of the foregoing letter wished strongly to he 
called before the parliamentary committee, but could not 
^effect his object, because that committee was a mocking 
mask to hide from the public the vile features of Indian 
government. Hence, the great and vigorous government of 
Sir Charles Napier, so succinctly and powerfully depicted in 
the letter, was ignored in parliament, or treated as tyranni- 
cal, while the obscene and homble rule of the Ameers was 
praised; and its restoration called for, because some disap- 
pointed knaves, flagitious in wrong, were iconvemently 
clamorous in support of the directors* policy. 
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SIXTEENTH EPOCH. 

EIGHTH PERIOD. 

The government of Soinde was now become a mere struggle 
on the part of Charles Napier to give such solidity to his 
piincipal institutions as might preserve them when he should 
depart. This he hoped to effect by^patiently susttuning ijie 
detftfiotions and insults of the directors, until the Boindiau" 
people should he so instructed in justice as to render the 
storation of tyranny diflScult , 

“ Journal, New yeai’s day. — My army is now being broke 
up, and I will put forth an order ^taking leave of the soldiers : 
never did an army more honourably serve England and India 
than this one of Scinde, and the world shall know what it 
has done. It makes me low-spirited, my career is over, the 
actor takes leave of the stage : I Lave but one more leave- 
taking and then all is finished ! 

** M. Genl. W. Napier, January 6th. — Lord Ellenbo- 
rough wants me to add to my memoir and address it to the 
governor-general, so that it may be called for and produced 
in parbamant : I will try to do so” — xt never was produced 
in parliament, it would have been a bar to calumny — He 
tells me Sir J. Hobhonse is more bkely to do me justice 
than the late ministen ; and that the duke is my firimfriefid. 
What I want is dibi. Simjdj to avoid more quarrels, quit 
Scinde in good-hiftnomr, and Ihen speak out as one who 
narrates facts, ifot as one who being ^rhreii out speaks with 
anger. TKe public will listen to thii^ but'" will not to com- 
plaints of ill usage ; it is not nine days,"^but scarcely nine 
Jhours that London will give to anything private. I have 
still a great deal of power here^ axid*that is good; and my 
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silent contempt of the newspaper e^tors* abuse worries them 
much I am told. 9 • 

'‘You say truly, that no man can see what is good and, 
what is bad. Look at the banks of the Sutlege ; look at the 
Punjaub, a second time placed at our disposal ; and Har- 
dinge subsidizes it, though he told me he thought that the 
worst thing to be done. All this treating with avowed 
treachery and weakness will not do. We shall want money, 
the treasury is dry, and we have given away the richest ter- 
ritory to Goolab Sing. How are the subsidy and taxes to be 
got out of the poor ryots ? Force ! Our soldiers ! Then 
they must he spread about on a cruel and odious mission, 
^ese are dangerous things: — hut no man can see wh/it is 
good or had : it is just that. Nevertheless the Punjaub 
must be seized. The Bombay Times makes one laugh with 
its sweeping lies. • It says we have a famine here ! Wc are 
actually deluged with grain, and exporting, not only to Bom- 
bay, but also up the river to Bhawalpoor and Ferozepoor : a 
quantity also has, as usual, been imported, but cannot he 
sold and is being re-shipped. 

“ The soldiers gave me a proper shout of congratulation 
on hearing I was a lieutenant-general. All the villany of 
Bombay cannot turn tliem against me. 

“ I have a survey of the ground where Stack retired from 
the Blioogtees ; he did not go nearer to them than one mile 
and a quarter, and their position was a small rise of ten feet, 
with a slope of one foot in three hundred ! When Islam 
Khan got safe back he said to his coUected tribe : — ‘ I had 
giVen eip all as lost *and I vowed a <aacrifice to God if we 
escaped ; my guardian angel ^ve*d me, for that moment the 
English wheeled about without cocnin^ at ns.’ 

" Journal, January 10th. — I am a lieutenant-general at the 
end of 63 years seryice. I should not have h^n that had 
Lord Eipon the pdwer to prevent it. When he wrote the 
letter which I thought so* frank and noble, my notion was, 
that I had before mistrfken folly for a bad heart : yet at that 
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time he was plannings revenge for tny exposition of hit 
conduct in the Book ^Ifh •Colonization, and has done all he 
could to ruin my fair fame. Letters have come from Har- 
dinge : he is I belike true as steel to me. They want me 
to be commander in chief, but Gough will not budge before 
September 1848, and I cannot stay in Scinde till then. I 
will go home and plant potatoes. 

‘‘ January 16th. — Thirty-eight years ago the great Moore 
fell ! I have never seen his equal since. My father only 
rivaled that great man; he exceeded Moore in size aisd , 
strength and beauty of person, yet Moore was a large, 
some, finely-formed man : his fate >^as better than my " 

Ibr^he died the best death a man can die ! We live for famei 
why not die for fame ? However I so hate war that I can* 
not say T live for fame. War is a glcarious but dreadful 
trade : yet how are we to do without it ? 

M. Genl, W. Napier, Feb. 3. — Hardinge tells me 
Gomm is to be commander in chief. I am in a fog. My 
troops are gone, and I am going to Hydrabad, for if any 
mischief occurs it will he about there ; but I have not the 
slightest fear of discontent and my presence will be a seda- 
tive. Nusseer Khan the chief Ameer is dead and his body 
has arrived here; it goes up with me to Hydrabad to be 
placed in his tomb, which, by the way, I went with him to 
see two days after Meeanee. I would willingly do him 
honour by®a pompous funeral, hut am obliged to balk my 
wishes, and refuse McMurdo’s prayers. * But general, a 
dead enemy I* I did not want the^ hint, though I liked 
Montagu the hetter^fbr giving it ; but it would^raise a 
notion that government ordered it as a prelude to restora- 
tion, and if bloo<! foliowed blame wguld justly attach to 
me. Much therefore as I wish to honour the memory of a 
fallen maB,.who had however no hoi^our according to our 
ideas, I refused myself the credit which would attend it : I 
have no right from personal vanity to risk bloodshedding. 

Lord Ashley is a humane man 1 believe, yet his letter 

c 8 
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the Ameers might have cost mijch blood : so true it is 
that good men who act in the darki^as tt facts, pave hell 
with good intentions. The mischief his lordship has done , 
was, in respect of the Hindoos' privsPte affairs, very great 
and distressing ; and even the nephews and cousins of the 
Ameers went to the collector in terror at the idea of these 
jwrinces being allowed to dwell near Soinde. They wore not 
quieted until I put forth a proclamation contradicting the 
r^ort. Still Lord Ashley has, unintentionally, retarded the 
jperfeot tranquillity of Scinde very much, and caused great 
to Hindoo families. As to restoring the Ameers, he can, 
IU9 1 am concerned, do nothing more contributing to my 
In these countries. The poor know 1 devote m^se^f to 
interests ; they know the cruel treatment they would 
receive from the T^alpoors if restoied to power ; experience 
has thus taught them a lesson, and nothing but Enghsh 
bayonets could put hack the Ameers. 

''It cannot be long before both Lord Ashley and I are 
placed before a tribunal where truth alone can be hoard. 
He will t?ten learn — not to his cost though, for my belief is 
tliat ho is a good man, that I have acted with honour and 
humanity to the Ameers and to the people of Scinde ; that 
I see my way with more knowledge of the country than ho 
does, and that I have never done a single act of injustice: 
that I have raised the character of the English for truth 
and honour, which the politicals had in all these countries 
destroyed ; and that he has been from first to last in error 
about Scinde:— misled by the most vile and unprincipled 
m^n in India, the editors of iiewspapars. 

I do not speak thus because I am abused. The vile 
private characters of many of theserfello^s is well known ; 
and yet such fellows and thdr employers bre the sources 
from which Lord Ashley receives his inforuqtffcion : they 
mislead him, and the Court of Directors also. Time will 
shew truth, and I abide ^my time, though I do not think 
justice wUl done to Dae while I am alive ; and when I die 
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I will not say with our great Mooto, I hope xny country will 
do me justice ! fdr I aA «o hardened by abuse and misrepre- 
sentation as not to care whether justice is done or not: — 
Jedhurgh justice exfiepied* Ydu are reokoned, and called, 
a scoundrel for defi^ding my character 1 Is it not dis- 
couraging to a man, however firm his heart may he, to see 
honest and good men, as 1 have been told Lord Ashley 
join such a set of unqualified rufiSans in running dowb a 
man who has lost two of his family in this hitter olimttle 
and who is risking the rest of tliem &om a detennhiatld^ 
not to abanc||||^his post while he con be of use? Buti 
said before, Imm hardened, not hy^feelings, but from 
ciple and reason, having done nothing but what waa 
and honorable. In no* instance has religion Or hotm^ 
been sacrificed by me to accomplish sueoess — ^my success 
was acquired by a rigid adherence to Ubth, and those who 
abuse me my soul contemns.” 

Thinking this simple statement of the wrong done to him 
and others, by Lord Ashley’s prejudiced and ignorant met^ 
dling, vrould move that professed protector of the Ameers to 
a better judgment, the WTitor of this biography sent it to his 
lordship. Tlie answer brought a conviction that Lord Ash- 
ley’s philanthropy, though not to be despised, was yet of a 
nature to qualify him rather for the guardianship of a pond 
of sweet pap for poor babies, than the welfare of nations, as 
Charles Napier’s was. 

“ Journal, Feb. 4th, — On the way to Hydrabad I passed 
through the salt or tide creek. This is ^ admirable discovery. 
Alas ! Sadly interrupted I My'poor servant, Laurdhee, an 
African by race, but bom in il^ombay and speaking English, 
has just fallen oveAioard and is drowned- Emily said some- 
thing that made him laugh while waiting, and to avoid dis- 
respect he* went on deck and fell overboard: this satisfied 
us that no suicide was intended: it is a dreadful aSair-— 
fieite ! fate ! there is no avoiding thy blow 1 

Feb. 11th. — Hydrabad once more, and on thascene of mj 
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exploits in war. No great things ^fter all, yet not deserv- 
ing of the abuse poured forth, nor ©IHhe ilf treatment I have 
received. I wanted no honours, and want none now : look- , 
ing to the future state of mlin makes nfe laugh at mundane 
honours, hut just treatment is my right, and it has not been 
accorded. 

“ M. Genl. W. Napier, Feb. 1 1th. — Were I to resign now, 
a howl and hiss would arise, driving me as it were A:om 
India. It would take too much time to give you all the 
details to show you this ; but to avoid such a result I hold 
my tongue in one instance, give sweet words in another, and 
show my teeth ^in a third ; yet in no instance^o I 
down one iota from my true position, biding my Ijme, 
4nda8 well as my judgment enables me, steering through the 
mass of difficulties which beset me. The being placed on 
the Indian staff, a* a lieutenant-general, is a victory which 
has done me vast service. The ruffians had talked them- 
selves iiito believing I was to be immediately turned out; 
this has been overturned, and they know not what to think : 
waverers are of course now on my side. A lieutenant-general 
on the Indian staff has never before been heard of in Indian 
history, save as commander in cliieP. I do not like to 
descend into the plains from this height yet, if it is to he 
avoided; hut to keep my position demands good steering; 
whether mine will be good remains to be seen. As yet no 
just handle have my foes been able to get hold of, they can 
only grapple by falsehood, and their attacks come on 
roaring like great waves ; but as I do not oppose them by 
answeft they break like waves and die-away. 

‘‘ I am not for striking a^weak blow, I am stronger for 
striking none, and paake a victory «f mjr weakness. I am 
passive though injured, the very spirit of Pecksniff is in me ! 
The world — I mean the orthodox, moderate world, approves, 
and the government sooner or later must act : if it does not 
to my satisfaction then f ioff Pecksniff, and become Martin 
OhuzzlewitJ But my whole force must be given to compel 
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government to take my part by giving it no bold to throw 
me overboard, arifl the feast defence of myself would do that. 

If Hnrdinge and Hobhouse are honest, as I believe, they are 
supported by the oobduct I pursue ; if false, as I do not 
believe, they can be better resisted by doing nothing that 
can be objected to ; and I am in too high a position to be 
openly attacked by •government with impunity : my proper , 
conduct therefore is to wait until a decision is come to about 
Outram, which Hardinge tells me will be the end of this month* 

“ Indian courts^martial are my plagues, they are^ farbeb. 

If a private is to be tried the courts are sharp enough jf bfiC / 
an officer is quite another thing : try a surgeon for be&gf 1 
habitually drunk in his hospital, especially during an 
demic, and he is as certain to be honorably acquitted as ihat ' 
the sun rises. A lieutenant was accused of being drunk 
recently, and was summoned next day to my bouse that I 
might judge of the grounds on which the charge was 
founded against him and an ensign. The ensign, being 
quite a boy, I pardoned ; the lieutenant was still drunk and 
most insolent to me. He was tried. My staff were present, 
and the judge advocate thought calling two of them would 
be sufficient. I said, take care ! these courts have strange 
ideas, you had better call all six witnesses. Oh I no, 
general, two are enough for the most fastidious court. The 
two summoned swore to his being absolutely drunk, and 
insolent ; ins fellow-criminal, the ensign, and his native 
horsekeeper, swore he was sober, and the court honorahly 
acquitted him. 

“ The judge advocate offered to bring all the restfif us to 
testify, hut the court refused^to allow him : however I have 
mnce settled the acquitted gentleman, l^iscipline is so rapidly 
decaying that m a few years my belief is no commander will 
dare to hrlhg an officer to trial : the press will put an end to 
all trials, except in law courts. In courts^martial now all is 
quibbling and disputes about w&at is legal ; the members 
being aU generally profoundly ignorant on the subject: 
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those who judge fairiy in a military spirit are afraid of 
being brought up afterwards, .an^ the \rials end by an 
acquittal in the face of aU evidence ! • 

" Journal, February 24th.— Marriage is a dead drag upon 
military ambition. 1 have done pretty wdl, but not half of 
IVhat I could have done as a bachelor. Would I go home now 
were I a bachelor ? No ! I would newer leave this glorious 
country till ordered away : hut am I to risk the health of wifo - 
lEUd children for my own ambition ? Assuredly not. I love 
ibem far too dearly. I will go home and patiently await the 
<rf nature, which I believe not far distant. I have con- 
Sekide but have-not yet conquered myself, 
aim to Kurrachee, and yesterday exanuned 

h^mbs of Xattah; they are exceedingly beautiful, built 
with what some q^l porphyry, hut it is a reddish marble, 
jEbniid at Tattahj and takes a high polish : the town must 
have been very large some three or four hundred years ago. 

" M. Genl, W. Napier, March 6th.— I am delighted to hear 
that an attack is to he made on me in parliament : all 1 
want is fairly to grapple with my enemies. I am however 
determined to leave India, being no longer of use here. 
Hardinge s whole feeling is entirely that of leaving every* 
thing to Mr. Currie, and as there is certainly an intention to 
assimilate Scindian government to the rest of India, I only 
exhaust life by hard work without a permanent object. 
Being lieutenant-general gives me no increase sf pay, and 
God knows I have enough : but if I stay hero two ydars 
more I shall do so for ever. Brown and one or two more 
only h»ve braved, as I have done, this climate of heat for five 
years, and they are shitken : am also too anxious about 
seven others of my family to bear being in danger; 
seven, exclusive of my sons-in-law: I cannot expect to save 
all, and two went last year. Were 1 alone I would stay, 
but my wife and ebildren will not go from me : it would 
me easy if they ^uld. 

' ^'The sajae^ March have just heard from Har- 

« 
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dinge : he expects Hobl^pusie^s decision next moil, but from 
liis tone bo does^ot expect justice for me ; he says Hob- 
.house is true, but will he tihinks be driven to a compromise 
with my enemies. I dare say he will, for my opinion is that 
no man has power to stand against the civil service in India* 
No, nor any body of men, for they have floored every 
governor-general, and every government ; and my mind is 
prepared to have no redress. 1 do not want to have redress,, 
but to have, under their hande, that 1 am not to have 
I all but know that the duke wants me to be the commandstr ; 
in chief, but I cannot wait the regular time. You may 
hclie\e how much I wish such a^ high position M 
answer to my enemies ; but I cannot wait until Septemtbssf^' 
* 1848; to bear this coming hot season here is an effisart 
almost convulsive — 135® in artificially-cooled rooms ! Why 
should I remain ? If more could be done by me for Soinde 
all risks should be run ; but any man can now do as well ats 
I, and will be better supported, because they mean to undo 
all I have done ! 

“Apropos: I have just done a thing which is not a 
secret, yet my wish is not to have it talked of, as the direc- 
tors would undo it if they knew of it, and my hope is their 
extreme ignorance of affairs will cover it from them till too 
late to undo! They will indeed be furious, but may he 
defied, as from a rock. You know all Soinde belongs to 
govemmcnj^ for the nobles are all jaghirdars : not one has 
an inch of land that I cannot legally take away when it 
pleases me. Well, they have never cultivated above a quarter 
of their jaghires, the* rest lies waste;* and now, after lohg 
meditation upon the giving them their jaghires in perpetuity 
as estates, 1 have done«Q I The arrangement is made by 
Eathbome and funs thus. J give the sirdars for ever all they 
have cultivated, and resume the rest of their jaghires; some 
of which are estates of 800,000 acres 1 None have cultivated 
above 40,000 acres, and the goVebiment will gain enor- 
mously ; for hitherto we only got military eerviqe for those 
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principalities, but shall now get money for three-fourths of 
them. The sirdars will feel they* f&e absolute proprietors of 
large estates, instead of being tenants-at-will, though they, 
will no longer command a tenantr]^, which they oppress 
and might employ to fight us. These resumed jaghire lands 
I am giviflg to many small people, and then let the direc- 
tors send back the Ameers if they dare : it would be econo- 
mical, for their throats would soon be cut and they now cost 
money ! 

The Court of Directors will be angry no doubt at my 
-giving away their land without leave ; but I well know they 
i'isise incapable of so decided a measure, and, after a long cor- 
'^liespoiidence, they would prohibit it and worry me to death 
^;i^th their folly, ignorance and insolence. I have done it 
now, and if they undo it, the world shall know how they 
Oppress India aifd try to keep up a feudal military tenure. 
I well know how London would catch at * military tenure* 
* The dark ages,* * Barbarism* All the phantoms of the 
enchanted forest would fill the columns of the Spectator y 
Atlas, &c. for a month, with righteous indignation. Tho 
Court of Directors dure not undo this system if I can keep it 
quiet for a month or two. 

Miss Napier, March 0th. — I shall resign and go home. 
I do not expect to he able to buy a place in England, for 
they will never pay the prize money, I opine, hut do not re- 
pine. I am glad you do not feel old : I do in evsf y nerve and 
in every limb ; strength fails me all over, hut Europe may 
brace me up perhaps. I should like to visit the new planet, 
but if is rather a long journey: — eighteen millions of years 
to go round with it, and abopt tiiree millions to go straight 
there ! I hope thq soul travels eftsier lhan the body does ! 
Lady Clancarty I love as a sister, and to see her once more 
will be among the pleasures of returning to England : give 
her my most affectionate love, I grieve for her severe trials, 
but the Almighty best knows why the good are so tried, and 
we shall huve all cleared to us ere long ; how short our few 
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years ore compared wit^ the eighteen millions required to 
go round the centl^al suli k 

. have found out that the ^ poor ladies of the Ameers 
took certainly one, if •they did not take two millions sterling 
out of the treasury when they left Hydrahad : and the slarv* 
ing widow of Nusseer Khan has laid out ten thousand 
pounds on his funeral ! Poor ill-used ladies.” — This cry of 
the btarving ladies was not a momentary one : long kept 
at Bombay, Lord Jocelyn had the egregious folly to adopt 
and make it the subject of a silly oration in the house ! 

" I wish the Court of Directors would make a direct at^ 
tack on me ; they are I fear playing^ on Hobfaouse's waM 
kno^dcdge as to military etiquette. He writes to me very 
kindly, and says Hardinge has mistaken Ids letter, and that 
an order is gone to have it sent to me. , 

''About the suppression of your memoir on the defenoe of 
Gueinsey. It is curious that our father wrote one on the 
defence of Ireland, and it was, in a mysterious manner, 
burked by the Irish government. You were prudent to keep 
a copy, which ho did not, and a very able military memoir 
was thus lost.” 

The memoir thus spoken of was one on the defences and 
harbours of the Channel Islands, drawn up by order of Sit 
J. Graham. Commissions of naval and military, and civil 
scientific men, were sent out to verify the recommendations* 
and one psincipal one, viz. the harbour of Alderney, with 
some minor ones, are being executed ; yet when the author 
wrote ou the subject to Sir G. Grey, Graham s successor, he 
was told they knew wthing of the memoir 1 more than 8ne 
copy however existed. 

" The enclosed IStterito Hobhouse shews the style of the 
attacks on me. * 

" Sir John Hobhouse. — As the most ridioulaus stories are 
spread about the poverty of the Atneers* wives, and as I hear 
that an attack is to be made cm \S^ conduct this session, it 
may be as well to inform you of twfo facts. T^e widow of 
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Nusseer Khan asked me to allow Ijjsbody to be forwarded to 
Mecca, or to be landed in Scindef Of ‘^course my answer 
was that I would do whatever she wished. She then said 
that it had arrived at Poonah from Bengal, and begged me 
io ask the Bombay government to send it to Scinde. 1 knew 
well whence all these petitions came, but laughed, because it 
was clearly the object to see if I would do, or say, anything 
i2iat might expose me to the attacks of the then Bombay 
government gazette — ^i. e. the Bombay Times. I wrote to 
the Bombay government, and at my request it sent the body 
4&£urraohe6, whence I forwarded it by a steamer to Hydra- 
jlnad. Being that of a <|ead enemy I felt every inclination to 
^wi’^e and inter it with military honours, but feared Jhat, 
ffim XiOrd Ashley was said to have told the Ameers they 
wars to be allowed to settle on the frontier, my doing so 
might add to the great mischief already done by his letter. 
Very possibly it was never written by his lordship; but 
it is firmly believed to have been wntten by him, wdiich does 
all the mischief. I therefore allowed the Ameor's widow to 
bury Nusseer, and she has expended above ten thousand 
pounds sterling on the funeral I So much for tlie starving 
•state of that lady, and the others are as rich.** — Lord Ashley 
privately affirmed that his letter assured the Ameers they 
would mi jbe restored ; but he never publicly contradicted 
the forgery of his fallen friends. 

My other fact is, that I have discovered the inventory of 
the Ameers* treasure, such as it was just before their dethrone- 
ment. It would take a year to translate, being most minute ; 
bift tbsre is on abstract being translated, and I enclose it so 
far as we have gone. By this^ taking round numbers, we can 
already prove that there was in the treastiry 127,93,184 Es , 
or more than double the whole of the prize-money taken by 
tbe army. It is well known to you I believe, that on the 
capture of Hydrobad, I not only enforced the most rigid re- 
apeot to zenanas of "the Ameers, but also gave those 
princes fotpr days ibr 'removing their ladies, and all their 
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private property without^oleetation. Of this, as indeed I 
expected, good u^e wasnaade, and we have in these inven- 
, tories proof of a sum taken away equal to double what was 
left As these papers are tranedated and adjusted, it will ap- 
pear that the ladies must have carried away, at the lowest 
calculation, little short of one million sterling, if not two 
millions ” — it was afterwards found to he more ilmn two 
mtlhons ! However, these papers prove the vast treasure in 
Hydrabad when captured. 

** It may be said, and no doubt will, that the prijse jBgewte 
may have robbed the vast sums which have disappeared. 
answer to such a charge, these officers will defend their 
hoi^iir, my opinion being, that not one of them approplC^ 
ated one farthing of the treasure. Not only that^ but my 
belief IS that it was impossible for them opllectively or indi- 
vidually to have done so without detection. I never saw any 
part of the treasure, or jewelry, till long after the inventories 
were made, and just as all was being packed up for Bombay. 
It was then that flie agents allowed officers to see it, and I 
went with many others ; but I heard, that in obedience to 
my orders inventories had been immediately made, and in so 
public a manner that nothing could have been taken away : 
certainly no mass of treasure. The liigh characters of Major 
MTberson, Major Blenkins, and Captain Bagette have 
never been impeached, the capture of Hydrabad was executed 
with perfect order, and my own conviction is that everything 
found was scrupulously accounted for : and so entirely has 
this been the opinion of the army, that not even Dr. Buist, 
or Lieut.-Golonel Outram, have yet dared to impeach^ (bo 
honour of the prize agents, 

Henry Napier, 0darih.-r—]5r‘Murdo went to Bombay, as 
I thought to se^ Charlie off, but 1 now find it was to thrash 
Buist ; happily he first oonitulted Hollsnd the lawyer as to 
the consequence, and on his adtdoe reliaquisbed bis inten- 
tion : Montagu is so fierce wbeii*Sie blo^ is tap, that bo 
would have probably gone further than mm beating, and 
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even taken life. Your saying, not let tlie love of power 
detain you,' made me laugh. I haiie no power to tempt me. 

I had under Lord Ellenborough, but now I have only power 
for harm, not good. The Indian government is ruined, and 
allows of no expenditure for the good of the land; and the 
cry got up against Scinde frightens it, as you may guess. 

** M. Genl. W. Napier, March 25th. — You desire me to 
give Hobhouse a complete picture of all my legislative doings 
in Scinde. I can well shew you why that cannot bo done. 
Every hour is occupied with petty details, many of which 
are however important, as the working out of a system ; 
jptiU in themselves small and intricate because of three 
';.Amgs, besides their own nature. First, being the heg^d of 
\every department, everything is referred for my decision: < 
^ and in some thirds Bengal rules, in others Bombay rules, 
in others again neither rules. I am amenable to two Presi- 
dencies ; wherefore in Scinde every case becomes a special one 
for my decision, and being, like others, ignorant of the vo- 
luminous Indian rules, a host of oGTicial people are watching 
to pounce upon the slightest error. My labour is therefore 
great, disagreeable, and, except for my own conscience, 
thankless and without interest. Instead of writing to you 
now, I ought to he reading thirty-nine sheets of foolscap 
from a court of enquiry, and two quires of courts-martial, 
with documents innumerable, and all written in the most in- 
fernal hand. Besides this several hours have tibeen passed 
working with the government secretary, one hour with the 
chief of police and petitions, and another with giving audience 
t6 various people. ‘ 

All this is dead, stupid labour, and, with the heat, so tires 
my mind that I really write to yoi»to rbst it from those de- 
tails : still I write, but am jaded, and want to lie down and 
do nothing. Regular government departments have fixed 
rules, and their details are transacted altogether, being close 
et hand and agreeing^ Tjut I am at war with these civil 
ser\’ant8, and with the* military departments which take their 
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part. I do all that I am |ible to do, but my mind begins to 
acho so that sometimes L am#obliged to lie down, and often 
read a story book to rest it. It is so tired this day, yet be- 
fore six o’clock, the court of enquiry and its thirteen appended 
documents, and the courts-martial, must be read and letters 
answered. 

“I have asked Mr. Clerk to order the law officers to pro- 
secute the Bombay Times for a villanous article ; if he won ti 
or can’t, the libellous article shall go to Hobhouse, or Har- 
dinge. As to Jacob, he has certainly abused me, yet that 
may have been temper of the moment; he thinks OutroiXt 
the first of military men, and sayS he may indeed be infetiqt 
to tlie duke, but far beyond Napoleon ! I have heard froi^ ' 
k Delamain. He is all right : he never wrote the letter fron^ 
Switzerland attributed to him, and is indignant at the 8a|^o- 
sition ; ho never even saw it. It would have shocked me had 
Delamain been treacherous. The man who wrote it was in 
my belief he who said Delamain did ; I had tried him by a 
court-martial some time before. The whole of the 3rd 
Cavalry dine with me on the 24th, he among the rest, and I 
will give my mind to everybody when proposing Delamain’s 
health. 

“ The arrival of Nussecr Khan’s body, backed by all the 
efforts of the Bombay Times, did not create the least 
sensation among the people of Sciiide, which was the object 
of the whol (4 manoeuvre. Ahmed Khan Lugoree has surren- 
dered : ho was with me yesterday and told me the Lion 
took up the position at Dubba himself; that he had placed 
his cavalry on each wyig, as I had mine, with orders, •whAi 
we attacked, to sweep rodnd our flanks and charge our 
rear, but they fled. »I asked him why he had not attacked 
Colonel StacK "sfith vigour on the 22nd when coming to 
join me ? His answer was : — because the Ameer forbid us, 
saying you had treated the women of the other Ameers so 
honourably, that as Stack had wolb^n with his column he 
would not attack it : and when he heard the gi)ps fire he 
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sent orders to Ids troops to desist. My Belooch enemies 
are more just than the Court of^^rectors ! Every one of 
the Beloochces who were at Duhha, with whom I have con- 
versed, have said the same thing about the women. 

*‘Thc story of the lady in labour I never heard of until 
it was in the Bombay Times. The true story is this. One 
of the ladies pretended to be in labour, and sent for a state 
bedstead, which was mounted with pure gold in large quan- 
tities: the prize agent sent her word she might have 
her choice of all others, hut that one he could not give her. 
The trick to get that valuable gold bedstead having thus 
failed, the lady, not choosing to take any other, was not 
confined at all in the fort, but long afterwards at lior 
private residence.** — The published falsehood run thus. The 
Ameer's wife was^in labour, Sir C. Napier ordered the prize 
agents to drag the miserable trucklebed on which she was 
lying from under her, to swell his prize money ! 

^‘The Irish affairs are terrible. I should like to ask 
Eoehuck, and Lord John Russell, who won’t interfere with 
private trade to save the starving thousands in Ireland, why 
they won’t allow a poor boatman on the Thames, or a 
cabman on his stand, to charge their own prices ? Adam 
Smith was a shrewd man, but theories will not always apply 
to extreme cases ; the food that trains one man in health, 
kills one that is sick. Nothing about Outram yet : well, 
Job was a great man. ^ 

“ Journal, March 24th. — I am now, after four years of 
incessant work, struggling against injustice and ill-treatment 
for whining battles ! * Hard this ! Jt^importe, a good con- 
science and clean hands enable me to sleep sound and pitch 
the directors to the fittest place ^)r them. I shall leave 
Scinde happy and prosperous ; but there ismot amongst the 
ruling people here any knowledge of good government. 
Hardinge is a man of fine courage, and a fine-minded man, 
but in my opinion not* equal to the rule of this great 
empire. 
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M. Genl. W. Napier, April 9th. — Stack*s case is put on 
a mirage. The e^ldierij are dissatisfied, and know of no 
mirage. Jacob reports that the oflBcers were in a bell of 
*a funk. I am unweU, having again had a severe attack, 
such as fell on me on my journey to Lahore ; only this 
time, and don't I thank God for it, I have not a thousand 
miles to travel in suflFering of body and mind, with a burning 
tent find a camel's back for comforts. The long-expected 
decision on my appeal came five days ago, and is a complete 
triumph for Outram. I send you copies of the secert 
committee’s letters and my answer. Hardinge and Hobhouse 
are evidently dissatisfied, but won't say so, because they; 
feel unable to do more. I am convinced both have done 
^ tlioir^est, and long ago I told you how powerful the oivU'. 
servants were. J shall not lose temper. The committee, 
shall bo payed off without expressing the contempt I feel, 
until I have seen Scinde through this year with its reduced 
garrison. Were I to resign now I should he destroyed 
by the rascals ; they would manage not to let me go before 
the monsoon, and then a forced stay here during another 
hot season, as Mr, Napier y would expose me to the insults, 
perhaps worse, of their civil government while I was alive, 
which probably would not be long. Proud spirit bide your 
time. The directors are now trying to deprive me of prize 
money, as well as honours and honour. 

The Governor- general. — I have received by your lord- 
ship's orders, copies of two letters from the Honourable- 
the Secret Committee, addressed to the governor-general. 
They are dated 21st September 1846, and 15th Jaguaiy 
1847, respectively. l!lpon* these letters I shall with all 
proper respect, takofloav^e to fnake the following observa- 
tions. • • • 

“ Paragraphs 1, 2, and 3, Dispatch September 2Jst. — We 
regret much to be again compelled to notice a practice which 
we deem to be inconsistent with the public interests, and 
at variance with the rules by which alone due discipline and ^ 
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obedience to superior authority can be adequately main- 
tained. ^ , 0 

'"In our dispatch of the 20tb November 1845, wo ap- 
proved of your having called the rattention of Lt.-Col. 
Outram to a letter, addressed to him by your secretary on 
the 26th of May 1844. In that letter the instructions of 
your government were conveyed to Lt.-Col. Outram in tlie 
following words. ' In the event of your conduct being at 
any time represented in a light you deem injurious, your 
proper appeal is not to the public through the press, but 
to the government you serve, through the usual official 
channels. The governor- general in council cannot sanction 
the carrying on of a correspondence in the public journals 
by public officers, upon matters in which they have been 
concerned as officers of government.* 

A similar communication was at the same time made 
to Major-General Sir Charles Napier, your governor in 
Scinde, and in repeating the injunction in our dispatch of 
November 1845, we said — *We have no doubt that Sir 
Charles Napier and Colonel Outram will implicitly obey 
your commands, and that therefore the controversy may bo 
I’egorded as at on end, so far as its continuance depended 
upon papers written avowedly for insertion in the public 
journals.' 

‘'Remark. — I had no controversy with Captain Outram, 
a brevet lieutenant- colonel of the Bombay Ar^ny : and as 
no controversy existed, there could not be a ‘ continuance ' 
of controversy. There were no papers written by me either 
dti’ectf y or indirectly ‘ avowedly for ijisertion i|i|||be public 
journals.* I inserted, and had* inserted uotliSg. I did 
‘implicitly obey the governor- general’s commands.* I 
rigidly adhered to* those rules, ‘by whi(#i Wone,’ as the 
Honourable Committee justly assert, ‘ due discipline and 
obedience to superior authority can be justly maintained,’ 
Lieutenant-Colonel Oittfam disobeyed the orders he had 
received. 
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“ Pai’rtgraph 4, Dispi^ch September 21st, 1840. — We 
were at this lime Hi possession of your letter to tlic goveraor 
,of Bombay, dated 12th of August 1815, in wliich, main- 
taining the necessity^ of strictly enforcing the pioliihition 
against officers in India carrying on altercations by a series 
of letters in the public journals, you pointed out in strong 
terms the importance, if not tl)e necessity, in your opinion, 
of allowing officers whose characters were assailed the 
opportunity of publishing their vindications. You observed 
that wlien, as in the case now before the government, the 
officers involved in controversy are high in rank and filling 
important offices, it does appear to Uie governor-general in 
couiwil that the reply of Colonel Outram, confined to a 
• published counter-statement, would not be so injurious to 
the discipline of the army and the harmony of the public 
service, as the adoption of a course which would convey the 
impression that one of the parties had been unfairly prohi- 
bited from defending bis character. 

“ llcmark. — I never * carried on a series of letters! I 
iiovor wrote a single letter directly or indirectly * in the 
]nihlic journals! I appealed to superior authority, and 
occupied myself with tlie arduous duties I had to perform, 
and I have not found any response to the appeal 1 made 
in order that ‘ due discipline and obedience to superior 
authority miyht be adequately maintained! I never 
* assailed ' tJolonel Ou tram’s character, he assailed mine ! 
hut confiding in the government 1 made no answer. I had 
no ahorcation with Lieutenant-Colonel Outram. I repgpt 
that I rigidly obeyed* the orders of the governor- j^rieral 
while Lieut.-Colonel Outram openly disobeyed them. 

“ Paragraph 5, Dispatch 21st Septenjber 1840. — Under 
these circumstances, and as no communication was made to 
Lieutenant- Colonel Outram forbidding him to publish his 
vindication in England, however reprehensible his conduct 
may have been, it cannot perhaps te said that he violated 
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any distinct and positive order ig publishing lu re a vindi- 
cation of Iiis conduct ; but on"' U)o peiTusal of th(‘ work 
published hy liiin entitled ‘ The Conquest of Hvinde a. 
Commentary* wo are compelled tostafb that he has exceeded 
in the iiiost unjustifiable manner the proper line of self- 
defence. 

Remnidv. — A comnuinication icns made to Lieutenimt- 
' Colonel Outram. 'rin* assertion that none was made is a 
most strange oversight! What arc the words addressed 
direct to Lieutenant- Colonel Outram? Here they are — 

‘ 2r)th May 1844. For the eviuit of your eonduet being at 
any time represented jn a light you d(‘oni injiirious, your 
proper appeal is not to the public through the press.' — The 
press! No reference is there made to, nor i^an in any way • 
bo considered to*rolate to theKuglisli press, or the lioiulaiy 
press ; nor can any man pretend tluU a libel is less a libel ni 
one press than anotlier — ‘ hut to the government you servo, 
tlirougli the usual official (diaumds. The govenior-grnoral 
in council ennuot sanction the earrving on of a (‘oiTL-^pr)inl- 
onec in the public Journals hy publii^ officers upon mailers 
in w'hich they have Ix'on concerned us officers of government.' 

“ What are th(‘ words also of the Honourable Secret Toui- 
mittee itself? Here they are — ' We hare fio douht that H'u 
C. Napier and Colonel Outram will implicitly oley your 
commands e. not to appeal to tlio public tlirougli the 
press Is it then just to mo to say that IMu.-('olouel 
Outram did not violnt(3 any distinct and positive order? Tic 
w^p eommaiidf'd not to ajipeal to the public through ‘ the 
pi('ss'' and he. did appeal through ‘ felie press’: if the word 
appeal can he applied to an unpnnohed attack upon a 
general officer wh 9 had not assuibd hhu 1 Good God ! is 
there any justice in this? The words o? tfio secret eom- 
mittie itself, thus diametrically contradict each other in the 
same sheet of paper ! AsMiredly Liouieiiant-Coloiiel Outram 
did ^ \iolate a distinct and positive order.' 



Cr>ih Year.] EPOCH XVL PERIOD VIII.— SCINDE. 


51 

“ The committee proceeds to reprobate tlio book published 
by Taeutenant-CoR)nel yutniin, calU'd ‘The Concpiest of 
Sciiido a Coinmenlary.' Now I knt;w nothiug of this book, 
I never read it.'*'* I iit*vor made any complaint of it: it-was 
not even published when my complaint was made ! I'hat 
complaint was and is of a letter published at Bombay ; 
not in England but in Boiiibay, il* that makes any differ- 
(‘iiee, wliich I must deny : published by a captain against his 
gf'ueral, and exciting the army which tliat general com- 
mamhid to look upon their leader as their murderer ; and 
that loo, at a time \vh(;u hostilities woie expected in the 
I’unjaiih. Why this hook ol* Ideutei^ant-Colonel Outram is 
[■('ioiiii'd to jji the l(‘lier of the secret committee I am at a 
I loss to conceive ! It formed no subject of complaint by me. 

“ 1 lore T must he permitted to say, that when the governor- 
general exi)r('ssed his opinion that oftioers ought to be al- 
lowed to defend their character in a publication against their 
sii()eiiors in rank, ho of course implied that the government 
they served had either first refused to listen to their com- 
plaints, or had read and sanctioned their publicjatioii. The 
go\ernor general could not mean otherwise without contra- 
dicting his own order of ^fay MOy IBil; indeed every order 
knuwn, and the common observance of every service. Eor 
if c\(‘ry discontented soldier may at pleasure print a libel 
against his superior, I am at a loss to see how ‘ due disci- 
pline and oljtdit’ncc to sup(’riur authoriiy ' can he adequately 
nuiintahiLd ! and the higher the rank of the discontented 
man the greater the evil ! 

“Tliis doctrine woujd enable every ofEoer, every prtvnte, 
in the army to attack his superior in print; and many will 
do so : at present these lattacks are iinonyinous, ere long 
they will have'ntflnes, and the press will defend them. I 

* This woul<l seem iiieonsistent. with his previous notiecfl of it in his 
oorrcsponilcnce, hut it is not so: his staff h^(4all read the book and were 
coustjintly tulliri;!^ him of and shewing him foul passages .and falsehoods, 
and it was on their authority he spoke of the work in his letiffrs. 

D 2 
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fulJucc tlio present case. If Lieutenant- Colonel Outram 
may piiLlish to tlie world tlmt I tm infamous character, 
I really cannot see wliy, any other soldier may not do the 
same, and nsc the same terms, howeve'i* op])rohrions, towards 
the seenvt committee ! Ilow could it with justice punish 
that towards itself whicdi it does not punish towards mo? 

“ 1 entirely agree with the opinion of the governor- 
general, that if the government refused a proper hearing to 
the complaints of its offic(;rs, it ouglit to allow tliein to 
appeal to the publio : to refuse them would he iinjnst and 
therefore mischievous. But I will a^k why not hear com- 
plaints as it professes^ to do ? Wliy should aiUhority not 
pronounce on the conduct of its own ollujers ? ] ,ieut(*naut- 

Colonel Outran] in his letter accuses im^ of crimes : I deny 
them. Why dous not the government ])urifv its serviee of 
one of us? lie would not trust the government, he knew 
tluit he was wrong. I did trust tlje government b(‘cause I 
knew that I was right. 

“ Ptmi graph (>, Dispatch Sept. 2Ist, — In our loiter 

of the 20th November 1815, Me have called upon you to 
consider whether it may not he advisuhlo to publish some 
further order, enforcing tlie necessity of its being clearly 
understood by every one, when employed by government, 
that it is inconsistent with his duty, and a breach of trust, to 
correspond with any one upon the instructions which such 
individual so employed may Imve received fur kis guidance, 
and that he has no right to reveal without due authority 
from liis official superiors, any part or circumstance wliicJi 
inay Vave conic to his knowledge in„\lie performance of his 
duty. 

“ Bemark. — As I have made nonuse of official papers, nor 
coTmnunicated suclli to any one but in the Orthodox perform- 
ance of my duty, I have no remark to make upon this: it 
cannot refer to me. It does to Lieutenant' Colonel Outram 
ho\vc\cr; for in the IcUl^r which I complained of, he shews 
clearly thjAt he has had informatiou from public offices in 
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Bombay. Wbat be lias j^ublisbed in bis book I know uut, 
for, as before said*! have fiot seen bis book.*’ 

• The secret committee’s paragraph referred to the CoH” 
qucHt of Schtde amf was a despicable iniicndo that Sir 0. 
Niipic'r had fmiiished official papers for that woik ; but cveiy 
oflicial paper there quoted or alluded to had been published 
previously in the parliamentary papers, and was taken from 
those papers: the inuendo was therefore a miserable false- 
hood. 

“ Baraf^raph 7, Dispatch ‘^ Ist Sept. 1846. — We would now 
add to this further order a declaration, that if any officer, 
ci\il or military, ^^hcther on the plea of self-justification or 
otherwise shall herc'after contravene the order by any publi* 
cation whatever, whether in India or elsewhere without the 
pn^vious sanction of tlie government undeBwhich be serves, 
or of the homo authorities, it will be recommended to the' 
directors to dispense with bis services, 

“ lleinark. — I can see no interpretation of this, except, 
that liicuteiiant-Colonol Outram having broken through all 
orders, all rules, nil propriety, and ‘exceeded in a most nn- 
justifiablo manner the proper limits of self-defence,’ in bi.s 
various publications against Lieutenant-General Sir Charles 
Napier, the governor of Scindc, he is hereby whitewashed; 
but 1 at ntf'iiant- General Sir Charles Napier, who has im- 
plicitly obeyed all our orders, and trusted bis conduct to be 
defended b* ‘ I lie government be serves,’ shall not receive 
any protection from us: nor shall bo defend lumself! This 
is the mode in which I have been treated up to the presy:it 
moment, and wliicb •! protest against as most unjust. I 
complained of a libel, and not Uie slightest notice is taken of 
my complaint; but [ gA two letters aboiit a ‘ cotitroversy^ 
wliicb never existed ; and a ‘ hooky which I never com- 
plained of or even read ! I demand, and I liave a right to 
demand an answer to my appeal afjajnst Lieutenant- Colonel 
Outram of the Bombay army, in wliicb I have the honour to 
strve as a lieutenant-general. Tiiis officer may •bo a Com- 
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pnny’s officer, Ijnt lie also hearse a commission from Her 
l\faj(^sty, and belongs to tlio Ovdor of '^tbe Ibitli. If tlio 
s(?cret committee tliink it just to decline giving me an answer 
to my appeal, I must make it tdsewhere and trust to the 
justice of ri(‘r Majesty towards an officer who has starved 
the thron(5 with faithful zeal for fifty- four years. 

‘‘ I now come to the second letter, dated January J5th, 
1847. 

“ Para. 1.— Peferring to your letter of November, No hH, 
we have to state, that it was far from our intention, when we 
addressed you on 21st Scptemh(‘r in regaid to n work pub- 
lished by Licut.-Colonel Outram called ‘ Tin* Coiujuest of 
Scinde a Commentary ’ to instruct you to take* any irii'a- 
sures which might operate in any way to the prejudice* of 
liient,- General Sir Charles Napier. 

Remarks. — I am ignorant of wlmt the governor-geiu'nirs 
letter was, but lie seems to have saved uiv from great in- 
justice ; for assuredly the l(*tter of the secret (.‘oiniuitlee 
dated 2 1st September 1810, must not only have* operat(*d 
to my prejudice, but have given a complete triumpli to an 
unprineipled libeller, I mean Licnt.* Colonel Oiitrarn. 

“Para, 2, Dispatch January I Hi 7. — On tlie contrary, it 
was our wish to afford satisfaction to that officer by shewing 
tliat we entirely disapproved of Lieut. -Colonel Outraiu’s 
publislied w^ork, and w^ero prepared to puuisli any public 
functionary who, after the warning, should com/hit a similar 
offence. This duo warning we intended should bo given by 
tljat general order which is directed to you to make public, 
and which, appearing immediately •subsequent to Lieiit.- 
Colonel Outram s volume, \vc considered would bo suffi- 
ciently significant, of our opinion*' in regard to that w^ork. 
We bad no intention that it slionld be understood we di- 
rected that order against a supposed determination on the 
part of Sir C. Napier to reply to Lieut.-Colonel Outram. 
We did indeed mean that the application should be geticrul, 
but not having any apparent bearing against any individual. 
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Hiid fur loss against Sir C. Napier. In order howc'ver to 
prevent the possibility j;jf.any mistake on this subject we 
^ liHve to repeat our injunctions in regard to the giuicral 
order, and to desire* you to connnunioato a copy of our 
letter of 21st September IH4G, as also of this present 
dispatch both to Sir C. Napier and Licut.-Coloiiel Outram. 

“ Remarks. — I am obliged to r(3pcat. First. Tliat I had 
not seen Lient.-C-oloriel Outram’s work. Second. That I 
n<*vcr complained of Lu'ut.- Colonel OuLram's w^ork. Third. 
Tliat it was not published when I made iny complaint of 
his Iritcr, published at Bombay, and dated July 1845. 

‘‘ Tiieiil. -Colonel Outrain’a hook, for aught I know, may 
he o^di fenee of Ins conduct iu Scindc ; and it may be true 
or fals(‘; I have not read it because, and only because, I 
awaited the decision of Jiiy appeal against^the attacks made 
upon mo iu his letter to Major-Cicmeral Napier, relying im- 
plicitly on the justiec of those to wljom I made that appeal : 
and I (lid not even in that appeal coinjdain of any defence 
of himself as to matters in which he had been officially con- 
cerned. No ! My complaint was: — and it seems hard upon 
me that I liave been obliged so often, and so hopelessly to 
n'iterate tliat complaint — that the libeller put forth reckless 
falsehoods against my conduct in Scinde as governor and 
eoimuandcr of the forces, long after he had left the country, 
and with which transactions he hud no concern whatever ! 

What ^(uicern had Lieut.-Colouel Outram with the 
78th Ri'ginu'iU? If my conduct was wrong, were not the 
gov(!rnor-g(meral and the commander in chief the proper 
judges ? If they approved, was I to be dragged bcfi^e Tlio 
public by Lieut.-Colorjel Otitram and held up as a murdena*, 
the soldiers being tdd tbit my conduct ought to he brought 
before parliameift ? I boldly assert that this amounted to 
little short of -mutiny, and was well calculated to produce 
mutiny. The atrocity of this conduct is past description ! 
When and how is discipline to He* maintained ? 

“ Again. What Lad Captain Outram of the ^3rd N. I. 
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to say to the nttnck of the civil service upon me ? for f 
have always dcTiied tliat I aUacke<I^the cKil service, and do 
BO still. What had this officer to do ^vith tlie hatta granted ^ 
to mo? and about which his statement is a direct false- 
hood ? What coii(*ern had this officer with these things ? 
TJicso wore the subjects of my appeal, and I strenuously 
maintain, that in justice to me, and in justice to oiUraguMl 
militory discipline. Captain and brevet I jciit.-(^)lonel Oii- 
tram should be made to prove his assertions, wliiclj ought 
to entail my dismissal or his. 

So much for my appeal, and the Honourable S(*eiet 
Committee must pardon ray repeating that appeal, and look- 
ing for redress at the hands of those whose duty it is tq ad- 
minister justice. A governinont may not be able lo dehaid 
its scrv’unts against the attacks of those who an- not its 
servants; but it is bound to protect its own servants against 
eacli other on points of public safety. I have therelbrc Lo 
conclude by requesting an answer to niy npp<ail made on 
the 6th of August 1846, of whicli I take the liberty to en- 
close a copy, seeing that the subject thereof has been 
entirely lost sight of in the letters which I Inwe now the 
lionour to acknowledge having received. — Kurracla'c, April 
lOth, 1847." 

Tliis letter privately transmitted to llohhouse, and also 
ofllcially, through Lord Hardinge, merits one or two re- 
marks. First it may be observed, that nearlyt two years 
elapsed before Sir C. Napier even received the secret com- 
mittee’s Jesuitical, contemptible speeimeu of special plead- 
ing, t€ mask foul insult and enmity^. Why was it so long 
delayed? Beeaiise it was well known at the India House 
that On tram, in conjunction with Willoughby the secretary 
of the Bombay government, W’as concoctiif^ his book, and 
the object wuis to give that a licence of circulation before 
the prohibitory order was enforced ; in fine to enable 
On tram to libel, and Icf prevent Sir C. Napier replying, 
while all official redress was denied — first by delay, next 
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l)y failiscly pretending to rognrd the matter as i\ controve rsy 
instead of a libel nnd bucn’ch of discipline. There was no 
j[)ontrovei'sy. Sir C. Napier had publislied nothing, as the 
connnittoc well knew f and was so placable, so generous of 
temper as oven now' to give Sir John Ifohhouse credit for 
having strived against wrong, and only snccumhing to siipo- 
lior influence : he supposed him dissatisfied also with the 
result. That he strove, and witli good feeling at first, is 
very probable, nay ceUaiii ; hut assuredly ho took the onus 
of dohmdiug tlic proceeding on himself, as the subjoined 
Jotter will mak(? this clear. 

“ Sir John Ilohhouso to ^nijor-Genl. Win. Napier, India 
]h)ar4, Juno llh.— ^ly dear general. I have received your 
• hrotlier’s coinmenls on the Itttcrs of the secret committee, 
and rrgn t exceedingly to find that ho has rtitircly mistaken 
the purport of them, and has interpreted what was meant to 
soothe and pacify into a freslj insult, lie appears to be quite 
ignorant that the secret committee is, in fact, the President 
of the Poiird, and that if he luis been wronged in lliis last 
instano(5 I was the party responsible to him. I have written 
to him to tell him so, lamenting that all iny vexation, and 
more than civil war willi my coadjutors at the India House 
in order to serve him should have no better result. 

** The second dispatch of winch he so strangely oomplaius 
was wnltcii In' myself. The first was tlio effect of a compro- 
mise betweeir the chairman and myself, and neither of the 
one or the other has your brother the least right to complain. 
Doth of them were meant to be a reproof to Outram ; and tlj^ 
last of them expressly «(lutcd that nothing unfriendly to 8ir 
Charles was contemplated by tin; first dispatch. I despair of 
being able to satisfy your Brother, at least j.intil I see liim in 
England, and shew him the original correspondence in regard 
to this unfortuimto business. ‘‘ Very truly yours, 

^“^JoHN Hobiiouse.” 

Compromise! It was justice on an oflonder that Sir C. 
Najder demanded ! and was he to bo told that a oonri promise 

D 3 
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betwoon two otlier por'^ons was Iq satisfy him ? What did 
they compromise ? Trntli ! or falnehoocf ! 

1’lie answer to Sir Jolm’s note ran tlnis. 

“ Gnerns(^y, June 7th, 1817. — My*dcar Sir John. Yonr 
letter astonish(;d me. My hrothor must do what lie tliinks 
fittinc^ in a matter so deeply afiTecting his liononr ; T cannot 
pretend to act except under his load^ hut I entreat of you to 
consider tijo subject again. 

“Colonel Ontram foully and recklessly assailed Sir C. 
Napier the governor of Scinde, in a letter addressed to me 
but published in the newspapers. 

“ Sir C. Napier, who had never assailed Colonel Ontram, 
did not notice this letter, he remained passive befoK^ the 
public ; he entered into no controversy, private or pn])Iie : he' 
demanded from •authority redress for the foul and false lilad 
published by Colonel Outrara, and the punishment of the 
libeller. He received no redress. An ord(*r was indeed is- 
sued, forbidding Colonel Outram to repeat his lilxd, but at 
the same time he was appohitccl to a high, lucrative situa- 
tion ! Tlius encouraged ho disobeyed I he ordei* and ivpi.'ated 
the libel with greater virulence in a hook, which 8ir C. Napier 
has not even road. 

“Sir C. Napier again demanded redress for the first libel, 
without noticing the second. 

“ In reply to this reiterated demand, an order is made 
public, forbidding ofiicers to publish controversial papers 
founded on official documents ; at the same time Colonel 
pntram is promoted to the highest and most lucrative situ- 
ation in tlie gift of the Bombay government ! 

“Tims Sir C. Napier is denied all redress, and forbid to 
defend his c}mrn,eter from libels pub”lished in defiance of 
orders, while the libeller is ostentatiously rewarded for his 
libel and disobedience of orders ! It is assumed also that 
Sir C. Napier had appeared in print as a controversialist — an 
assumption having no foundation in fact : and grounds are 
laid, plausible grounds, eagerly seized by the Indian press, 
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for proclftiming the order to he a reprimand of Sir C. Napier, 
though it was de«igncd^ you say, as a reproof to Colonel 
Outram ! 

"'Convinced ofyoui friendly feelings, I place this synopsis 
of the matter before you without a comment, and remain 
yours, ""W. Napier.” 
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SEVENTEENTH EPOCH. 

FIRST PERIOD. 


Sir Charles Napier now feJt, that he wns a man inmkt d 
for ill-usage, even for destruction if oceasion s(u‘vod. 'I’hat 
neitlier gratitude nor decency was to bo expected from the 
directors, and that Her Majesty's actual ministers, were, like 
their predecessors, as submissive to those director!^ ns 
spaniels. He resolved therefore to retire from thankless 
labour and end his days in quiet obscurity. 

‘STournal, April 19tb. — There is a vile eonspiracy ngainst 
me, but I defy them all, horse foot and dragoons. Now 
Charles Napier be calm! give your enemies no advantage 
over you by loss of self-control : do nothing that tluiy want, 
and everything to annoy them. Keep your post lik(^ a rock 
till you are ready to go on hoard for Eiighmd ; ami tlien 
witli your pen, and your pistols too if noe(\ssary, liarass 
them. If God spares my life I shall he in England next 
April and bid adieu to public life. So ends my sermon. 

April 21st. — This is the twelfth anniversary of my mar- 
riage with my present wife, who is all goodnessVnul virtue. 
God spare her to me till He takes me out of this world. She 
Avill rejoin me h(‘reaftcr in the ventral sun^ where T suppose 
w't? sldJl all go. For tliere must he (i ^centre to the lieavens 
ns to all things, and in that cPntro we may believe the 
Deity dwells, and there receives h^s creatures after death. 
May my sins not prevent my being there, ^ith all of mine 
who have gone before in recognition and love. ^Vliat is to 
happen to us ? A very sliort time will now let me into the 
secret, and curiosity is strong within mo, encrcasing as tlie 
time draws nearer. I do not think my balance-sheet will 
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1)0 wliito : no mnn’s is. I try bard to do niv duly, but do 

• * * 

not satisfy myself, ^incl God will not make flio judge niy own 
^soul, or I am a lost man. Yet if so, there must bo a purga- 
tory, for I could not honestly pronounce myself worthy of 
heaven, nor altogether of eternal damnation. 

“ ]\I. Genl. W. Napier, Api'il 24th. — I have no longer the 
excitement of work to keep up niy spirits; the government 
of Sciiulc is the Aveh of IVnelopc — what I do is to bo 
iiiidime. T have made tlic people happy ; they are free so 
far as tlu-ir state will tidmit of freedom, and more I fear 
ihnii tlie v will have \vh(’ii T go. They are like all who receive 
fieialom as a gift from power, and too harbnrous to hold 
tla ir^owu, are liahle to lose it when the civil servants rule 
1 the i)roviuco. 1 have done my best to make food cheap, 
tmd it is now a drug ! you can buy barley for very little 
l)i‘yond the cost of carrying it aw^ay, and I am satisfied. 
S< i]i(le need not he better than she is, the people are de- 
liglitfiilly idle. Three days work feeds a family, and all are 
linppy for the four others, laughing, sleeping, eating, idle : 
tlje lew who won’t work rob, and are punished. 

“ T liavo now given the old grandees their jaghires in 
perpetuity on the plan f mentioned; hut I do not draw 
attention to it, fearing the directors would upset me, for it is 
a stretch of powTr; had leave been asked it could not have 
been accomplished. 'J’hc sirdars do not understand it yet; 
th(^y caiiiiolirtmagiiic timt they arc really masters, and that 
the land is their own, without payment or military service. 
One or two indeed see tlte reality and are eager to strike the 
bargain ; tlioy will all^do so in time, will expend mun^ ffid 
improve : meanwhile a hoi^t of poor ryots, hitherto slaves 
both to the Ameers and the jagliirdars, will be endowed with 
small fiirrns add become independent. My motives were 

“ 1*^. That the sirdars will not bo good and satisfied sub- 
jects unless we give them employment, and honour them: 
hut when civilization begins to wOit they w'ill find them- 
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solves rich, and will embark in agricultural and mercantile 
speculations, footing that the property is their own. 

‘‘ 2®. That with such great jaghires, they would become^ 
dangerous, ruling whole districts as they do now. At pre- 
sent we put them down, and keep them down, heenuse of 
their barbarous state ; hut we could not easily do so when 
civilized, as their sons will he. 

“ 3®. All the small farmers, who will in future hold the 
land given up by the jaghirdars, will join the govenunont to 
keep their former masters in order; and these small folks 
will bo numerous, independent, and not oblivious of their 
former state of vassalage. 

“ There are many other things of an advantageous n^Uuro 
which have been done, and others wdiich could he domj were < 
I left to work freely; hut no more can I now do for Sciiido 
and I shall leave it ; yet with a great yearning after it ami its 
fine people. Were you all hero I should like to di(^ here, 
but the present state of things is not to he borne. T like 
Hardinge much, not his advisers. 

H. Napier. — My plan is to quit India the 1st of next 
March, as little Belooch Charley did: ain’t ho a nice little 
chap ? If I find you all alive I shall indeed he happy : if 
aught happens to keep me here with my dear hoy John, you 
will all have the satisfaction of knowing that my work has 
been honourably done, and by no action w^as our motto for- 
ftited” — (crest motto (ache ). — “ The swdwd our father 

gave me, is as clear as I received it; my Indian revilers 
cannot stain it, though, to do them justice, they labour 
z^l(!>tisly. Many persons have I toiljakc home, and seven 
are women and children ! AVell, there is far less anxiety 
now than in coming out, wlion »y dctith would have hJt 
my wife and daughters a burthen to yoft all. Now that 
it is decided to go, when my eyes are cast over Sciiule from 
the top of my house, my love for the country and the people 
is strong, but for you id England much stronger. 
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“ May 11. — I am ablt; to send elev(?n tliousaiid tons of 
wli(*at to Ireland *if I <ian get ships, un'3 at <£3 per ton! 

, and yet keep enough in Scindc for our eonsuinptioii in case 
of a bad coining luir^cst." 

liord Ellenborough pointed out to the ministers how 
sliipping could be had ; and how this wheat could be applied 
to save the starving Irish : but he and Sir Charles Napier 
were treated alike, with scorn. 

May 12.- Pray pitch the prize money question to the 
devil, it gives you trouble when you are ill. Recollect that 
I have a sneaking regard for you, and very little for the 
prize money, which may come or go as fate pleases: they 
will«of course cheat me out of it if they can. I have sent 
you all the cascft, I have no experience in these matters, 
but imagine Mr. Goulburn drew up tbe» warrant to hurt 
me ; for I once bad a warrant before, wherein I was called 
CoIoikjI Napier, 'Commander in chief of our land forces 
so employed,' Now in tins my name does not appear, 
though now having higher rank and command than I had 
ill America: and Gutrarn's name appears twice! Trick I 
trick ! from teq) to toe ! But I am sick of No. One^ and his 
scjuahhles : Bali ! for them all and their prize money. The 
only pleasure left for rue is seeing you all, and Lord Ellen- 
horongli, and the lean ' — Wellington, — '‘Your good ojnne 
is more to me, than all the evil the clique at Bombay can 
ever do to^e. My answer to the villains is 11,000 tons of 
grain, ready to go to Ireland ! ! 

“ Aye! and this plenty will be greater ere I leave Semde 
in February next: every day increases our produce, aiJcl dar- 
ing merchants are already on, the Indus, preparing to strike 
up the river.^ ButT hate such masters^ and the land is so 
ruled by the Jirectors, that by the Lord it sickens one. 
Hardingc is making good financial arrangements, as far ns 
I can judge ; but if some ass comes to replace him all this 
goes to the had. He and I differ about his raising tlic re- 
venue in the Punjaub without great oppression ;.but I now 
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avoid tliG subject: time will sliew.wlio is rigbt. Ibe order 
Htirdingo was forced by the Board of Coiftrol to issue about 
niy appeal has given a handle to my enemies, and the Friend, 
of India, which is no friend to trulfli, says it is directcal 
against mo. Outram sliouhl have b('eu named, for of course 
it may bo tahen cither way. I am quite siiro Ilobhouse did 
not mean it should hurt me ; and after all it does not. What 
care I for such miserable scoundrels ? 

Journal, May 15th. — Here am [ now held up as a be^ 
trayer of confidential papers ! I hope thiiy will stop sliort of 
sending me to Sodom and Gomorrah ! All else I have bocui 
accused of ; robbery, murder, dethroning inmxamt princes, 
refusing beds to princesses when in tlieir i‘xtremity of labour, 
lying through thick and thin! In sliort the devil never 
turned such a cempletc job out of hand, ilardiiigo pub- 
lishes an order, by order, and piques bimsolf tliat be has not 
alluded to anybody! Why did he not? Why not say at 
once that it refeiTod to mo or Outram ? As I have neither 
published nor betrayed any paper, Outram is the guilty imiu; 
— he has done so, why is he not marked ? It is ajipiireiitly a 
determination on all sides to act towards me as if 1 was a. 
guilty man : and all my protestations of iniiocenee, my de- 
mands for trial, for enquiry, for any tiling they please, are in 
vain ! Well, I shall liave my defence in my own liands soon. 

“As the directors are unable to ‘filch from me my good 
name/ lliey are now trying to get my prize ii^ney — ‘ niy 
purse:' better that than nothing think they. I shall not 
break my heart if they do, though they fancy 1 shall ! The 
only* ffiiiig I care about is, that it k? llio work of those 
fitiohs. Outran! and Willoughby and their miseiable coad- 
jutors, such as Townsend and Co., civil servants of the IIou- 
ourahle Company, whose honour is all in tfio name : where 
its honesty is Heaven knows! cheek by jowl I imagine with 
that of Judas, chained to it as Baird was to the corpse of 
his companion. 

“May Jfith. — A letter from Ali Moorad, ho does not like 
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to have a resident; Out if; let liim be liis own master bo 
will oomTiiit himself and clp something to loso bis possessions. 

J have also just pfot letters from tbe Rao of Outeh. A man 
eame to him uiib letters from Shore Mahomed 'Falpoor, the 
Tiion, with a stranp;e story, which cannot be clearly made 
out; but all hinj^es upon the same point, viz. that Ontrnm 
is trying to get the Ameers restored. That lie is at mischief 
I have no doubt ; he is quite capable of auy dirty underhand , 
work, but be cannot succeed. The Ameers won’t budge a 
foot wbilt' I am lien^, their fear of me is too great. His aim 
is to injnic inc', and so get back without having to do with 
me : these objects are incompatible. 

— The anniversary of my first wife’s birthday. 

• P’or years it WHS one of pleasure tome: and now that the 
divaiiis of lih\ now that all life’s dramatii^ scenes have passed 
away, and my own existence is fast ebbing, this day still 
brings bright lionrs to my mind ; their brilliance might have 
been more perfe ct but for my own folly, but tliey would 
('qiially have passed away like phantoms, leaving no trace but 
ill memory. AW is transient, a phantom of tbe mind, a pass- 
ing scame, a strange mystery wliicb no mind can unravel, 
and which reason wishes at an end I Aye ! an end, that the 
secrets of death may be revealed, or an eternal seal put upon 
ineijiory ! Tlnit ‘ ravvn\s funeral sonf/ ’ ever sounds its 
lugubrious notes to my mind ! May the l^owcrs that rule 
« us, whether ^ree or one, grant us remission, 

“Content is all in all, and content men can be, if their 
minds uro firm and convinced, as mine is, that there is a 
future stale. I believt^^hat, because it is not in me to fTTinlc 
such a large workshop can be made for nothing ! Ob ! thou 
central sun I when slfall l«see tboc, live in^tlice, and defy the 
evil genius which ^lulls us down to baseness ? What are our 
destinies ? Our earth takes eighteen millions of years to 
travel round thee, thou great central sun, tliou awful scat of 
something awful! Unless the machine is not yet finished 
we arc eighteen millions of years old to have madt; a single 
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journey — yet, probably wc have, made cigbteon millions of 
journeys ! Perhaps thou also, olv! sun*l art but one of an 
infinity of central suns which whirl round the God ! He lu\,s 
given us a minute part to act, and sflch smallness seems to 
argue that we are too small to be of importance in that ina* 
chine, to conceive the vastness of which even thought fulls 
short and bopcless ! an arrow shot at the moon ! But look 
below ! Are there not things in myriads as much less than 
us, as we are less than the globe in whitdi we are shut up ? 
Are not their bones, fibres, muscles, all made with a perfec- 
tion of attention? May not death give us a huge form in 
spirit? May we not go higher, or lower, as we have served 
under the banner of the good or evil Spirit ? 1 may h(*eome 
a horse, a dog, a rat, an insect most minute after death, aiuh 
be conscious of^my degraded state. And I may rise to some- 
thing as much above what T now am, as much as I now am 
above the insect, and so get nearer to the central sun : get 
perhaps to our sun, or our moon, or some other planet, or 
the secret of death may hurst at once upon me ! I’he grave 
is the entrance to life ; to a life of further trials, and more 
or less happiness as we are more or less in the hands of the 
good spiritual God, or those of the evil material God — if 
God means power. For that two Gods, a bad and a good, 
exist and struggle for us, and for all things J believe ; and 
that in exact proportion to our virtue arc we freed from the 
evil spirit, whereas our crimes cast us bounV'at his feet ! i 
‘ Get thee behind me Satan !' — The greatest words recorded 
in the history of man, and uttered by the greatest of Beings ! 
•'"‘’Vill these conjectures are idle iU,is said. Yes ! to lose 
much time in thought which we cannot bring to any conolu- 
sion of certainty is so : but to think and dwell upon these 
thoughts does good. Who can think of tiie central sun and 
be base? Who can feel that he is an essential part of this 
vast system and be base ? Who can take up an atom of dust 
from the ground, and* fiot confess that of such atoms the 
universe is composed ? We are not less than a grain of dust> 
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anil we form a portion of tVa* physical and spiritual world : a 
little water makes these <tttoms of dust into a mountain ; a 
little death may make the spirit a mountain of light ! Our 
insignificance is no argument against our noble nature, 
which noble conduct may make grand, and ignoble conduct 
may make vile. All comes to this. A small but concen- 
trated powerful light gleams upon our road, and wo should 
go strniglit by that light, confident and bold. On either 
side all is dark, we pass as through a long vault, and at tho 
end is death: if wo arrive /it that end clean, having picked 
our ^^ay, the day hursts upon us and we are allowed to pas$ 
into tl)e ‘many mansions.' But if we have left the light to 
flounder in tilth, we are refused leave to enter the mansions 
^of the good, and are committed to the Evil Spirit whom we 
have served through mortal life. Terrible* is his rule! for 
then comes memory again in all its dreadful array, and 
those we love live, we see them, but to join them or to be 
owned by them is forbidden by the Power whose service we 
rcj('cted in tliis life ! 

“ With these thoughts I begin this day, with these thoughts 
end it. ‘ Faith, Hope, Charity.* In these three let me be 
strong and I shall be with you Elizabeth in eternal life or 
eternal dust! Eternal dust! if so all nobleness is folly, all 
virtue drivelling, and baseness and selfishness are wisdom ! 
No ! tliere \yll bo some grand conclusion of the mighty 
struggle between the two genii of eternity, and tho end, what- 
ever it be, achieved. IIow I laugh when men say, as they 
do, that I want a peerage ! No ! I want to know if a coroijjjt 
in the central sun is to*he mine ; not a coronet on my head, 
not a crown of gold or of glory; my coronet is to see those 
that are dead, to be away^'rom anger and.strife, to live with 
those now gone, to expect those who survive me, to hear birds 
sing and rivers flow, to cultivate the earth, to do whatever is 
directed to he done, to have the enjoyment of which we are 
to partake according to our new nature, or our old nature 
with diminished or destroyed evil, without the figliting and 
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miseries of tliis life of trial : trials are then to end and peace 
be the law. And so my beloved !• finish*. 

“May 22nd. — I feel no longer any excitement abouA 
Scindo. IVfy hands are tied, no good is to bo done : yet am 
I so eager about all things regarding my duty, so troubled 
nt seeing things go wrong that my health suffers. Ify 
work does not slacken but it is bad work instead of good 
work. These civilians, or ' civil-villains,’ as iny brother 
William calls them, invent lies and then abuse me for their 
own inventions. One fellow says — ‘Sir Charles has laid on 
It cruel tax : ’ then another opens out — ‘ The tyranny and 
folly and infamous conduct of tliis mau exceeds all descrip- 
tion, he hasl aid on the most cruel taxes,’ I having 'taken 
off taxes all the time ! ' 

“ May 23rd.-*^Andcrson, Ontranfs brother-in-law, called 
on me to-dny: he is a nice young man, and I like liirn 
much. He worked hard with me in 1843 after the battles, 
though not in them. I have asked him to dinner, and if 
I can give him employment I will, because he has claims, 
having gone through all the sicknesses wo had, and nearly 
dying himself. 

“ May 26th. — I have been ill again. These repeated at- 
tacks are broad hints. 

“ May 27th. — Had a letter from Willoughby Cotton, the 
Bombay commander in chief. He is a good fellow if those 
Bombay chaps don’t get round him ; from tUSm it is an 
incessant small war upon mo : why made by the military 
I know not, except that I am obliged to bring their bad 
st^. up occasionally. The civil atvd military officials are 
all in dinner coteries tlierq, and are quite worthy of the 
Court of Directofs. It is too bad fo seo^ such a grand 
country as this Bombay Presidency so fee-ridden by offi- 
cials, and not paying its own expenses ! 

“May 2yth. — The papers say there has been a conspiracy 
at Lahore, for an inslani. I am ashamed to own, not to 
gladness,.on the contrary, but to a sort of exultation at the 
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fniluro of a time- serving^ base policy, which lowers the 
grandeur of Engl And i^d endangers the welfare of an 
empire. But how terrible is the existence of such feelings ! 
how horrible tlint the* vile selfish pleasure of being right 
in our conjectures should aiise even for a moment ; that 
nasty base feeling of ‘ did vot I tell you so* ‘7 said so* 
and such like : that is to say, on great points, for on small 
matters one does exult in our neighbour’s disap])ointment8 
at times without wrong, because it is felt tliat they are 
rightly served. It will not however do to let such feelings 
gain a fooling about great matters, and I hope with all 
my Ijeart that Hardinge’s policy may have full and perfect 
success. Still do what I will, I cannot help thinking it is 
•had, and that evil will orise : if not, then fate is all, and 
good or had conduct in war and politics.nre mere chips 
in porridge. Wait awhile Hardinge and you will see what 
the Buiijaub revenue will be, screwed out of the poor ryots 
to go into tlie pockets of collectors and sirdars. One 
fine day there will be a fine turn-out, and the Company 
must then seize the country ; perhaps with difficulty, certainly 
with danger. 

“ This is moderation ! Moder-devil ! botheration, not 
moderation. Real moderation would have seized the whole 
land. It would not have been moderation towards the 
Rimee and her government, nor towards the throat- cutting 
sirdars of Bunjaub ; but it would towards the poor 
people : they would indeed be plundered still, but less than 
tliey were before ” — error ! liOrd Dallioiisie has increased 
their burthens — wish for every one’s sake whostflife 
ina.y be endangered by any Outbreak, that Hardinge’s peace- 
ful plans may succeed. Ijut if, ns I imagine, a fight is to 
take place for tbe^onquest of the Bunjauh, my wish is that 
we had made a glorious conquest at first, had sent the 
fame of our arms ringing through all Asia, and by making 
the people of tlie Punjaub happy •rendered our empire 
strong. 
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“ Juno tSrd. — Bombay govern/)!* insolent in trifles. I 
do not think this is Clerk, it the (jld clique at work, 
but T won’t take it from any. 

M. Genl. W. Napier. — We are hero at Clifton to nifrcsli 
ourselves with the sea breeze. Breeze feels cool, but the 
thermometer sticks at 90*^ in the shade. Yet it is pleasant 
to see the waves rolling in, foaming and curling and 
spraying, and then disappear along the level sand. Some- 
where among them lies Alexaiuhu-’s gold cup, and a little 
way off lies Alexander himself. The sand of the Gedrosiaii 
Desert is falling on my paper as I write ; and not far beyond 
lies Babylon. Civilization was travelling west in Alexander’s 
time; but now! how changed is the grand drama ! ^IMore 
than two thousand years have passed, and civili/atioiif 
arises on the rear of barbarism: we English have seized 
the baggage, are following up our blow, and in a few years 
shall be at Babylon — a revived empire ! We could reach 
it more easily than Alexander. Hedge on the borders of 
the Godrosian Desert lately offered me its sove reignty, and 
Burpore, on the confines of Persia, surr(.*ndercd simply to 
a forged letter with my name I We shall go slowly, hut 
one hundred years will see ua at Bahvlon. Jf 1 could do 
ns I pleased, that should be my road home, despite of the 
Eussians who rule supreme in Persia, as Anderson, who 
has just come from Trebizond, tells me. We shall have a 
fight on theOxusyet; and the inngnificent'" Indian army, 
if decently lianclled, will ho too many for the Soyihians. 

“But it never will be so handled I fear. Look at its 
norJfbers, its equipments, its caxalO’, its infantry — all 
noble. And the British offieers who lead it very noble as 
n mass, and susceptible of such a spirit as would play the 
devil with a Eussian army. Yes! India bould meet Kiissia 
on the Caspian shore with 800,000 admirable troops ; but 
she would of course wait for her on the Indus, with a largo 
field artillei*y of 24 lbs? ^hich elephants draw about like 8 lbs. 
and at a/apid pace ! Eussian guns would then be the camels 
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of Setniramis against tlie ;roal beasts. It is curious that 
until the other day this eVipbantine artillery was never tried. 
\yhcthcr Hardinge or some of his officers thought of it 
T know not; I did nof, and am at a loss to think how it 
was that I did not ! Why did not everybody ? Nobody 
did until, at Lahore, a large battery train was tunied out 
drawn by elephants — one to a 12 lbs. iron gun, two to a 
21 lbs. and able to beat horse artillery in speed, for the 
weight seemed nothing to th(*m ; and no doubt they would 
trot with those guns all day.” 

T1 H) advantage of tlieso guns for battle seems still very 
problematical : it may be found that the saying of Alexander 
about, elephants still holds good — namely, that tliey were 
tlie common enemy.’ Wounded or frightened they would 
rusli away with the guns destroying all in their path. 

‘"Imagine fifty 24 lb. guns working before a Bussian 
army and shifting position faster than tbeir six-pounders 
could be drawn by liovses, Imlf-starved and winded by tbeir 
long marcb from Kiva ! Again, fifty regiments of irregular 
borsemen in bigb order, all desperate swordsmen and with 
beauiiful percussion carabines, cantering round a Bussian 
army in all directions. And then two hundred thousand 
good infantry in line as a wind-up ! Verily Count Dolgorucky 
you would sweat even though the sun did not touch up your 
northerners, wliicli it would do unmercifully, while a stiff' 
division of Brftish troops acted as a polisher. Tlie Bussian 
iniglit win for all this, but he would have no easy job, or 
our leader would be a bad one. All these countries are 
ours, rersia included : have only to take them. A Ijftle 

good management would giv5 Russia her quietus, and us tlio 
line of the Euphrates." • 

“ Now to come flown hill to my own work. I am taking, 
or rather trying to take advantage of our Punjaub lull to 
push a steamer up to Ferozepoor, with good and cheap 
tliings for the troops from Bombaj^, Instead of dear from 
Calcutta: I hope to draw down commerce to Kiirracliee. 



72 life op CHARLES JAMES NAPIER. [1S47. 

I am also trying to get fuel fitations formed to push a 
steamer loaded with like good tilings fo Attock, exploring 
the Indus as it steams along ; but I have little hope to get 
Mittenkote for my central depot. It should bo my rallying 
point for all steamers and country boats; to part from, going 
up the five rivers, and to assemble at, coming down. This 
only required a line from Hardinge, and that line I cannot 
get! Well, I will try again; but am not sanguine. Hobert 
Binice's spider is much required in my work. 1 have sent 
the Prince of Wales a beautiful little Jielooch shield of 
buffalo hide, to suit his little sword. 

** Henry Napier, Juno 4th. — I am impatient to go. I 
have had five years of this heat without a moment’s uliungo, 
and my family have had Tour, with great anxiety and lasfc 
year great danger. Hardinge who is a younger man than 
me, says he finds the work wears him ; yet he has had 
no heat, his summers being spent in the hills of Simla, nn 
Englisli climate. I am also constantly annoyed in some 
way ; about trifles indeed, but these trifles are designed to 
irritate, and they do irritate : however eight mouths more 
and I shall be a citizen at ease. 

llichard Napier. — Your commercial gizzard will rejoice 
to hear that my steamers are being pushed up the river to 
stimulate commerce, aud palliate the misery tliat I believe 
Hardinge’s false policy will inflict on the Punjaub. He 
thinks it good, I do not ; and my notion is, flait one means 
of preventing mischief is to shove civilization into every 
nook. If, before I leave Scinde, steamers can get to Mool- 
ttUL Loodiana and Attock — steama^ps loaded with beer and 
wine and other comforts, the* demand will arise fast : it 
rages already at Loodiana, where they pay 14 rupees a 
dozen for beer, and my steamers wilt take it there at 
7 nipees. Beer is no joke in India. Tlie whole of the 
Calcutta interest is at work to run down Scinde and the 
Indus because they ^ill ruin the trade of tlie Ganges; all 
will come down Indus to make Bombay and Kurrachee.” 
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Here ended bis noble ^reams for Scinde. His* wife fell 
ill -and he resigne8 at o^ce to take her home: his fierce 
spirit defied his enemies, but touched in his affection he 
yielded instantly. 

“ M. Genl. W. Napier, July 4th. — I have resigned. My wife 
has nearly died. Seventeen days and nights have I nursed 
her. She must not stay. Her danger has cured my ailings, 
my strength has returned ; and there is need of it, for from 
Bombay comes every petty insult. Tell Lady Campbell, her 
son” — grandson of Lord Edward Fitzgerald— “ is a noble 
fellow in every way, good, clever, high-minded, handsome, 
and as strong as Hercules ; I do not know that there is ariy- 
tliing«she can wish that he is not: one of my regrets at 
i leaving Scinde is noS being able to serve him. Another of 
my regrets at going home is to see Ireland In such a state ; 
heie in Scinde food is now dirt, and if they let the poor 
alone it will be cheaper still, but there will be the thirst for 
increasing the revenue under civilians. I believe that it 
infected even Sir Thomas Munro ; I have not his history, 
liaving no time to read ; but if so he was wrong, and in- 
deed failed, for Madras, which ought to yield an enormous 
revenue, is even worse than Bombay : neither pay their 
expenses. 

“ Henry Napier. — Tell William, I have his letter about 
Lord Ashley : his lordship seems very angry and some- 
what foolisS. We shall be off next October, I am a 
man smothered with women and childron, like a duck with 
onions; would that my next four months were well ojgf, 
and I clear of this grand India and all its glories, and wants, 
and bad governments. • 

M. Genl. W. Napier, August 14th. — About the 23rd of 
September we Embark for Suez ; so, if man and horse hold 
good, when this reaches you we shall be in Egypt. But 
who shall say I will do so ? Here is my wife reduced to a 
skeleton ; Emily in bed with a tefidlsncy of blood to the 
head, from sleepless nights about her little dauglUer ; four 
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dozen leeches on her head, and ,no sleep hut from opium : 
my nerves are torn between buayiness and anxiety. ^Ty 
letter to Hobhouse was the same as yours, though it exi 
pressed more obligation ; my belief is, tbaX -he is sincere 
but took a wrong view, and was probably bullied by the 
others : he could not have done more I really think. Lord 
Bipon is the culprit, I am sorry the duke and Lord Ellen- 
borough have taken up the affair of the grain offered for 
Ireland so warmly ; because when I offered it to Mr. Clerk” 
— Sir G. Clerk governor of Bombay — “I had it, but he 
refused, and we have since been selling as much as we 
could: it is our revenue, we cannot keep it for an un- 
certain ijaarket. If England wants it they must s^y we 
will take it, then it is a bank-note. ^ cannot even now 
Atop selling, for*pricea in India are rising fast, and we are 
selling fast.** 

At this time the attempt to deprive him of prize money 
was in full activity, and Henry Napier conducted his appeal 
against the injustice of the directors. 

“ Henry Napier, August 14th. — I thought your state- 
ment about the prize money admirable, hut the law^yers 
know better ; it is not ability but experience in the art that 
tells, and the lawyers are 'up to snuff.* I laugh at them all 
Hal, the prize money gives me no sort of care. I have 
given my daughters enough from the result of my economy, 
and what is money to me? We cannot worship God and 
Mammon, it is not possible. I have made my choice long 
agg. and Mammon may go to the hell he came from ! My 
economy 1 Depend on that being cplled another name in 
India : you can have no conce|Uion of the vulgar baseness 
of people here — they attach shuDwe and* infamy to economy ! 
Ere this reaches you I shall be at Malta, 5r ^ith the ghosts 
in the Bed Sea. I hope not the last, as I am so like Moses 
that Pharaoh would sliout, We have him at last, and fall on 
me tooth and nail. * * 

"M. Qenl. W. Napier, September 6th. — I have put my 
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resignation entirely on tlife sickness of my family, though 
resolved to go before rtiat, only not so soon. After Sir 
John Hobhouso's handsome conduct and trouble to defend 
me, I thought it would bo ungrateful to say the treatment 
received about Outram was the cause. I think indeed that 
Sir John took a mistaken view, but that his intention was 
to serve mo, and had he been master he would have done so. 
My conduct ought therefore to be regulated towards him by 
his intention, not the results. My meaning is that had I 
said, I would not stay hecauso no redress was to be bad, and 
that without a long explanation, it would in fact be On 
attack on Sir John Hobhouse — but hereafter this shall be 
knowfi. Hardinge has been very kind to me, and given me 
•a steam frigate dir^ to Suez, which saves a preliminary 
voyage to Bombay. Richard's criticism on Outram's book, 
just come out, is capital. I mean to lay the whole story 
before the duke. This is my last letter from Scinde/" 

Thus ended Charles Napier's Scindian career, but a letter 
from his son-in-law, McMui'do, written after his departure, 
gives an interesting account of his favourite work, the mole 
of Knrrachee; which ho designed as the first step towards 
making that harbour suitable for the great destiny which he 
foresaw awaited it. He was stopped in his course tow^ards 
that grand object, malignantly stopped ! and now in 1856 
the directors, forced by circumstances, ore endeavouring to 
effect late, and at great expense, what they would not let him 
do then economically and in time! .Charles Napier's genius 
has thus proved too strong for their hostility; Kurraci^ 
will become a great emporium, and advance Bombay beyond 
Calcutta despite of silly dircctoi^. 

‘‘ From Colonel McMurfio. — The mole ^t Kurrachee will 
be three thousand yards long : the port finished, 783 yards, 
is of cut stone : the creek has been crossed, but it took two 
months to discover a mode of doing which was by filling 
date bags made of coarse grass with stiff mud, and throwing 
them in at low water. This was commenced in Febiuary, 
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and scarcely was the creek crossed in June ; and then only 
by a pathway. The mole is nowobeing carried across the 
mud flats covered by the tides, in the shape of an embank- 
inent, with a slope of one foot in five at each side ; nibble 
stone is placed on the slopes, which breaks the ripple, 
or wash of the tide, sufficiently to protect the stiff clay 
underneath. What do you think Avill be the consequence 
of thus closing tlie creek ? The general did it — instead of 
adopting a bridge as he first designed — on the opinion of 
Captain Selby of the Indian Navy, who said the great scour 
of the tide, wdiich used to drive through the creek, Avould 
when that was closed- go back and forward along the mole, 
making a clear channel. I hope it won’t clear awuy too 
much for the moles foundation.** 

. Now let Sir Charles Napiers services in Scinde he judged 
by the following summary, speaking with the force of close 
combination: and contrasted with the treatment disclosed 
in the foregoing story of his career. 

Jn October 1842 he took charge of the political and mili- 
tary affairs of Scinde, both being in a most confused and 
. pci’ilous state, seriously affecting the general safety of the 
Avhole Indian empire. Before the end of that year he laid 
open the hostile designs and intrigues of the Ameers, and 
by a dexterous policy broke their military combinations in 
Upper Scinde, when on the point of being directed against 
bis sickly army, forcing them to disperse and fly Avithout a 
sAvord stroke: and at the same time ho detached tlio most 
pes^erful of them, from the family league, and made him a 
fast friend of the Britisli. •• 

In January 1813, he marghed into the desart, and destroyed 
the fortress of U^aum Ghur, ooiisidered by the Beloochees 
impregnable. Eighteen days he remained in the wilderness, 
and his enterprize Avas characterized by the Duke of Welling- 
ton as “ the most curious feat of arms ho had ever know’^n 
• • 

or read of/* 

The l«7th of February 1843, having previously saved his 
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army from the destrnction^prcpared for it by the wiles of the 
Ameers and the stupid vanity of Major Outram, he won the 
•battle of Meeanee with less than two thousand men, against 
thirty-five thousand Beloochees strongly posted and en- 
trenched. After four hours’ fighting, the combatants never 
being more than four yards apart he was victorious, and 
six sovereign princes surrendered next day, yielding up their 
capital and fortress. 

During the remainder of February and the first three 
weeks of March, he formed an entrenched camp, constructed 
a I'ort to defend his steamers, and skilfully prepared for new 
efforts, awaiting supplies, and shewing himself, said the 
Duke of Wellington, ‘ familiar with the greatest operations 
‘ of war.* He maintiiined this position, under the most trying 
diflicultics, in face of a new army of thirty thousand Be- 
loochees led by Shero Mohamed, the Lion, acting in concert 
with the captive Ameers ; they, though treated with profuse 
generosity, having prepared a treacherous attack within his 
camp. The Delta was then also in a state of warfare on his 
flank, and a general insurrection was being secretly prepared, 
in connection with the approach of many warlike tribes who 
had taken no part in the previous battle, ■ 

The 22nd of March his reinforcements being in danger, 
lie by a most able combination ensured their safety and 
junction, in face of the Lion’s whole army drawn out to pre- 
vent him. • 

Tlie 24 th of March, with five thousand men he totally 
routed twenty-six thousand warriors strongly entrenched ^th 
ti-ipla lines at Dubha. 

Pursuing his victory with incredible energy, the ther- 
mometer marking iJ2”,,he in a few days took the Lions 
fortified capital JF Meerpoor on the edgo of the great desart, 
and his stronger fortress of Omercote in the heart of that 
desart, causing the Ameer to fly northward with a few fol- 
lowers, while the British force rcgaftied Hydrabad before the 
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inundation of the Indus could intercept the cominunicatioii : 
a surprizing instance of calculaterl energ)^. 

Between the 8tli of April and the end of Mny» he secured 
all his positions, repaired Meerp'oor and the fort of Ali-ka- 
Tanda, proclaimed and established the British sovereignly, 
and reduced the great sirdars and chiefs to submission, 
partly by menaces, partly by conciliation : at the same time 
he checked the roving bands of the Delta, and opened his 
communications up the Indus by a steam-boat expedition. 
Meanwhile he secretly arranged an immense coinhination of 
troops, advancing from points huiulrods of miles distant, to 
crush the Lion, who had raised another army, had concerted 
a new plan of operations with the great tribes on the 4 ’ight 
bank of the Indus, and prepared a general insurrection . 
around Hydrahad. 

In June, the thennometer marking 130^ lie marched once 
more against the Lion, contriving by a subtle stroke of 
policy to stay the projected insurrection ; having by his pre- 
vious measures cut off the tribes of the right bank from 
intercourse with the Ameer. 

Tlie 8th of June the Lion, being surrounded, was beaten 
in a skirmish, his army dispersed, and he fled alone to the 
hill tribes beyond the frontier of Sciiide ; but his conqueror, 
struck by the sun on the day of the skirmish, was with ditB- 
culty saved from dissolution. Nevertheless, after a few days’ 
rest he, though for months hovering between lifs and death, 
continued to direct all the affairs civil and military until 
S^emher, when the British rule was completely established. 

Appointed governor of Scindo, hg reorganized and con- 
ducted the whole civil, political, *aDd social nflairs of the con- 
quered people, as well as the ihilitaiyr goveniment of his army; 
his subordinates being young officers selected by himself. 
He abolished slavery, upholding the equality of all men 
before the law. He put an entire stop to ^ suttees ^ and 
vigorously suppressed •the general practices of infanticide. 
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and the murder of women.^ He changed the military tenures 
of the great sirdarS, turned their vassals into tenantry, and 
jexchanged their quotas of warriors with sword and shield, 
due to the sovereign power for w'ar, into quotas of labourers 
with mattock and spade for public works : he abolished 
corvecs, caused labourers to bo justly paid, and effected all 
these great social changes without causing discontent. 

Under the Ameers, oppression had entirely denuded the! 
country of artizans and handicraftsmen ; the Hindoo ttader 
was squeezed like a sponge, the Scinflian cultivator ’ttan 
ground to the earth. The Belooch, warrior and robber, alonO 
tlirived, though with no real security against the cruelty 
injustice of the Ameers. 

i Under Charles Napier all were protected, restrictions on 
labour were removed, just remuneration insured, the emigrant 
artizans came back and with them crowds of hondiorafts- 
rnen from other states. He restored the fainting agriottltural 
spirit of the Scindees, and achieved the more difficult task of 
amalgamating the proud ferocious Belooch warrior with the 
cultivator and trader — giving him an interest in peaceable 
pursuits. 

He preserved all laws and customs of the people con 
sistent with humanity and civilization, thus reconciling men 
to the inevitable changes attending a conquest; he effec- 
tively suppressed all barbarous and inhuman practices, abo- 
lishing tortjwro and mutilations, and the power of inflicting 
death, assumed by the sirdars as well as the Ameers and 
freely exercised by both. 

He checked and pujiished severely the corrupt practices 
and oppressions of the native public functionaries, and thus 
awakened a spirit of.independe&ce with the people. 

Despotic wets fcis power, but he immediately established 
powerful checks upon the undue exercise of it; checks which 
he never violated, though often sorely tried by injudicious 
opposition. • • 

He formed a body of police on such an admirable system 
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that it has been copied in the Ppnjaub, in Bombay, and in 
Madras — without acknowledgment j ^ 

He constructed public works, of gigantic size, extenti 
and utility, with a marvellous economy. He opened hun- 
dreds of miles of canals, and projected greater works and 
greater extent of irrigation, but was stopped by the 
supreme government. He raised Kurruchee from a village 
to a great city. 

He banished scurvy from it, as affecting the garrison, by 
establishing a public garden ; and by constructing mag- 
nificent barracks at Hydrabad and Kurrachee he diminished- 
sickness amongst the troops in a remarkable manner. 

Annual pestilence, affecting Shikarpoor and S»kkur, 
was produced by an extensive marsh subject to the over-^ 
flow of the Indus: he constructed a mole of resistance to 
that overflow thirty miles in length, and the pestilence 
ceased. 

He had the shikargahs or gome forests of the Ameers, 
of amazing extent, sur\^eyed and placed under a board, with 
an organization which rendered them useful to the people 
and capable of returning a groat public revenue. 

He organized the whole system of taxation and collection, 
under officers working at far lower salaries than those paid 
by the government of India ; and after defraying the whole 
expences of civil govenimcnt he paid a large overplus into 
the general treasury. And this was effected ifotwithstand- 
ing the drawbacks of war, pestilence, visitations of locusts, 
cljglera, and the ravages of robber tribes which laid waste tlie 
frontier, and in one summer destroyed twenty-five villages. 
It was effected also with entire conciliation and humanity 
towards the people, under tlic grpat difficulties of discover- 
ing and drawing fcrth the resources of Btewly-conquercd 
people of three races, having different pursuits, different 
religions, different customs, and speaking many dialects. 

He secured commen?^ and gave it facilities. And Scinde 
produces indigo of the finest kind, while cotton and sugar only 



66th Year.] ErOCII XVII. PERIOD L— SCINDE. 


81 


require good processes to render them equal, or superior to 
what is grown in America and the West Indies. He prepared 
^memoirs and digested plans for impro\ing the culture and 
after manufacture of all tl^ese products. Saltpetre, sulphur 
and salt are found in abundance, and by liim this was made 
known both to merchants, and to the supreme government, 
and he importuned, though in vain, the latter to sanction 
the appropriation of his surplus funds for their develop 
ment. 

lie kept the Ameer Ali Moorad steadfast to the British 
^alliance. He drew off fiom the Tolpoor princes cause, forty 
of wliom, having the Lion for their head, were still at large, 
all tjie gn'al chiefs and sirdars, thus rendering their efforts to 
raise commotions nugatory. 

He conciliated the powerful hill tribe •of the Murrees, 
previously mortal foes to the English, and who had defeated 
se\eral bodies of troops wlicn Scindo was occupied under the 
guidance of the * jioliiicah,' 

Ho gained the personal friendship of the Rao of Cutch, 
of the Nawal) of Bhawalpoor; and of the young Khan of 
Xlielat, supporting him against the Condahar chiefs and liis 
own seditious sirdars, enemies of the British and always 
stri\ing to ally him with the Affghans. 

He raised two Beloocb battalions, and so disciplined 
them that they eagerly marched against the Sikhs on the 
breaking (Ait of the Piinjaub war. 

Ho rendered himself so formidable to the Affghans and 
Mooltancics, and generally so famous throughout Central Asia, 
that embassies came tg his camp with presents and proposals 
from Herat, and from Kiv» on the Caspian, for offensive and 
defensive alliances andjthe nfissionary Wolfe, in the naira- 
tive of his benevolent journey to Bokar^, testifies to the re- 
putation of Charles Napier with the Turcoman races. 

In 1814 the robber tribes of the Cutcliee hills defied his 
power, boasting that for GOO yeara they had been imcon- 
quered, though mighty kings had assailed them. Terrible 

£ d 



82 


LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES NAPIER, 


[ 1847 . 


were tlioir rocks and desarts; and they were allied with the 
AfFghans of Candahar and the Khelatces, und looked for aid 
from all the cognate tribes of the fnoun tains, from whence, 
if they could resist but for a while, they expected two hundred 
thousand warriors to pour down on Scindo in rear of their 
invader. Eighteen thousand strong they were themselves, 
fierce and bravo, and subtle, and of great constancy, and the 
universal cry was that to attack them was madness : yet ho 
conquered them and broke the general combination. And 
tb^se fierce and famous tribes he settled with their families 
in Scinde as peaceful cultivators, weaning them from violotico^ 
and jplunder* and rendering them docile, and frugal, and in- 
dustrious as they had before been fierce, wasteful, and vain- 
gflorioufl. 

He created a fighting camel corps of surprising force and 
activity for warfare ; and also a baggage camel corps, of such 
excellent organization and military value as to nearly double 
the power and activity of a force in the field, thus adding the 
only organization wanting for a perfect army. 

In 1845, having been previously forced to neglect prepa- 
ration, and assured that no Punjaub war w^ould occur, he was 
suddenly called to organize, equip and move a large army. 
He had to create all the means for this great effort; yet with 
wondrous energy and arrangement, in forty da}s, he assembled 
fifteen thousand fighting men with thirty thousand followers, 
four liundred miles from Kurrachec, completel}: furnished 
wdth provisions, carriage, military bridges, a flotilla and bat- 
tering train of sixty pieces with an overflow ing engineer s force: 
his^'oops being meanwhile so excited and inspired that they 
tossed their arms in the air and s^iouted to the charge as they 
marched. It w’^as a wonderful exhibition pf military talent and 
vigour, yet useless, ‘■because superior authority .was unable to 
comprehend its greatness and value ! And this army was thus 
assembled without neglecting in any manner the military 
and political, or civil ge^nirity of Scinde ; meanwhile with 
secret art he insured the certainty of drawing from the Sikhs 
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a great part of their subjects. His plan was indeed bo large 
and comprehensive^ and sd well organized in detail, that it is 
little to say three weeks Would have put him in possession of 
TVIooltnn, peaceably or by force of arras: in six weeks he 
would have raised half the population of the lower Punjaub, 
arid pouring with irresistible fuiw upon the country of the 
five rivers, would at once have subdued it and prevented the 
second Sikh war ! ^ 

Dashed to the ground and extinguished were all 
aspirations, all his great projects, by a call from the govenipl'* ; 
^jjrcueral to assume direction of the main operations in th®!' - 
*orth : deeply were his feelings hurt by that great 
ciTor^ and much did he suffer in body also, for then was iiiilk;!^ 
^ the foundation of mortal disease. Suddenly, by an interme* 
diate and unexpected victory, his exertion tq reach the army 
was rendered useless and he returned to Scinde, unnoticed! 
For he was the general to whom all turned in difBculjties 
and distress, hut from whom all turned when honours and 
acknowledgments were to be awarded ! Disdain, contumely, 
and active enmity were his reward ! Fifty-three years of 
service, six deep wounds, two great victories, the march into 
tlic desart, the subjection of the liill tribes, the conquest of 
a fresh kingdom, and five years of successful government, 
wore all forgotten, while personal malignity of the basest 
kind, injustice of the most grievous nature, were coupled 
with the dijest falsehood to injure his fame, to break his for- 
tune, and shorten his life. All has failed 1 he is regarded as 
one of England’s greatest generals and noblest public ser- 
vants now, and will bo more so hereafter. • 

To his career in Sftmde^that of Tarik, the Arabian con- 
queror of Roderick the Goth, presents a wonderful resem- 
blance. In tljeij battles,* in their humanity, their justice, 
their generosity, their disdain of sordid gtiin, their fine policy 
of conciliation, and their deep, fervent sense of religion, com- 
bined with the utmost toleration, tl^ey were alike. And in 
their fate also. Ill-treated, maligned, driven from their com- 
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mands, half avenged and finally neglected, they both died in 
their beds after a thousand dangers, leaPv^ing their fame to 
history. Tarih, like Charles Napier, fought desperately, and 
with a fine skill and knowledge of his art, and, when he con- 
quered, governed the vanquished with all humanity. He 
protected Jews and Christians as carefully as he did Maho- 
metans, leaving them their own customs, laws, and magis- 
trates, but superintending all with most exact and impartial 
justice. His rule is thus described in Forster’s translation 
of Conde's History of the Arabs in Spain. 

“ The people found consolation ratlier than oppression ii|| 
the presence of the conquerors; the free exercise of their re- 
ligion, a careful preservation of their churches from ajl in- 
jury, the security of their persons, 'with unimpeded enjoyment 
of their goods and possessions for the tribute — a vei-y mode- 
rate one — which they paid to th§ir victors.” Change the 
name, and Charles Napiers government of Scindo is pre- 
sented. 
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SEVENTEENTH EPOCH. 

SECOND PERIOD. 


In October Scinde was abandoned by the conqueror, but 
^eforo cmbarcation, the entire subjection of the robber tribes 
was thus completed. The wandering indomitable Bboogtees, 
after ji pfirtial encounter with the Scinde police in which 
^tlicy were beaten, fell on the Murrees, and were defeated 
witli a loss of four hundred men. Thus striving for bread, 
the famishing warriors oncp more descended from their rocks 
on tlie Scindian plains ; but the arrangements of the general, . 
neglected before, were this time executed with prompt intre- 
pidity. Lieutenant Merewether issued at once from Shapoor 
with a hundred and twenty Scinde horsenlen and some auxi- 
liary Kaharees, and soon came upon the Blioogt’ees. Seven 
hundred in number and strong in courage, tliey clashed 
sword against shield, and invited the charge, shouting and 
howling in a singular manner, being indeed like wild beasts, 
hungered and terrible. 

With a vehement shock Merewether and his horsemen went 
through them, but they closed again, shoulder to shoulder, 
and slowly retiring under a severe carbine fire, crossed a 
rivulet and made for their rocks. Again they were brou^t 
to hay, and when falling fast under fire were offered quarter ; 
hut without shrinkiug tli<pr fought, until only one hundred 
and twenty remained, who threw down their arms. Islam 
Bhoogtee and Ahmed Khan, the two principal chiefs, were 
not there, but eighteen minor chiefs died under shield, and 
the tribe of Bhoogtees, those fierce •spoliators, those gallant 
swordsmen, heroic in senriment and constancy, was utterly 
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destroyed, and the Scindian frontier remained in peace : 
the robber was put down, and Tyharles* Napier left all in 
security. * 

During his voyage home his journal was neglected, but 
being resumed in January 1848 gives the following retro- 
spect. 

** We embarked on the 1st of October in the Moozuffer 
steam frigate, commanded by that noble follow Cnptain 
Ethersey, whose kindness and attention to us exceeded all 
description : he is also a first-rate sailor. Wo landed at 
Aden, as I had orders from the governor- general to make a 
report on the works, but at the first battery some quick- 
lime got into ray eye and drove me half mad with pain for 
days: and now, more than two months after, the eye has^ 
not recovered it» natural strength. I could make no report, 
but on the third day looked at the plain, and at once saw 
that Hardinge is wrong to fortify the isthmus at tlie vast 
expence being incurred there. 

** His plan is to fortify the isthmus and all the space 
behind it, to hold troops ; he would also fortify the line of 
heights, and the works to face the bason where the town is. 
He thinks the small space between the works across the 
isthmus, and these heights, can be mmntained by a small 
garrison ; but there is no water there, it is only to be 
found in the wells behind the heights to be fortified, and 
he proposes to have it carried to the troops by aqueducts. 
Now the ridges, wliich enclose both the bason behind and 
the town, are inaccessible save by one or two goat paths ; if 
they are scarped the bason becomes an impregnable fortress, 
containing the town and the cmly Water to be had in the 
whole peninsula. Wherefore I say, occupy this bason and 
not the isthmus ;• for if an enemy lands j^t Ijie town, which 
he can easily do, he will occupy the bason and cut off the 
water from the troops beyond it. 

“ By Lord Hardingp y plans the landing-places would not 
bo defended : by mine they would. He appears to fear the 
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townspeople : then turn out all suspicious people and fill it 
\f\th friends. The lines across the isthmus will cost* mil- 
lion and he useless ; a common stone wall with loop-holes 
would keep out the Arabs there. The French would land 
within the bason, or rather the Eussians ; for I have no 
doubt tliat if a decent Emperor of Russia gets up, he will 
first seize Constantinople, then Alexandria, and form a dock 
at Suez or Cosseir, or some other suitable place. Not that; 
I see danger from Russia if wc know our work, but 
never do. Wliy, w’c could attack Moscow more easily 
Russia could attack Calcutta ! We do not know our 
strength in the East. 

“ W^ere I Emperor of the East, and thirty years of age^ 
I would have Constantinople on one side, and Pekin on the 
other before twenty years, and all between sheuld be grsndy 
Iree and happy. The Emperor of Russia should be done ; 
freedom and the press should bum along his frontier like 
touch-paper, until half his subjects were mine in heart ; and 
then I would smite him under the fifth rib, and the Baltic 
should be my north-west province. Odin went from India 
to Scandinavia ; so would I, and crack the ice under his 
throne at St. Petershurgh. What stuff is all this ! Here 
am I, sixty-six years old and in bodily pain, fit for nothing 
hut the grave, contemplating conquest and wise government! 
Vanity! vanity! Begone. 

People wite to me fhat I should be made Dictator of 
Ireland : that would be worth living for. In one year it 
should be the quietest country of Europe, and one of the 
happiest in two : but sectarians in politics would crucify me 
for saving their lives and properties ; for such is bigotry, 
and such the result qf mixing Church and State together 
against the divine# command ! Were I dictator, the whole 
6f the bishops and deacons, as by ‘ law established,’ should 
go to New Zealand, there to eat or be eaten by the cannibals. 
The poor tenant should be secured^ JKennedy’s system of 
agriculture enforced, and all uncultivated land taxed; noisy 
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editors of newspapers should l\ang, and their properly he 
divided amongst their relations^ who should also have 
places to make them bless my justice in execution. ,I 
would bestow grape on the first mob, and hang the 
leaders, especially if they were Catholic priests ; and I 
would make the country keep the families of the slain in 
great luxury. These and a few more steps of the kind 
would make Paddy as tame as a house cat. All poor-law 
commissioners should work on the roads, and all clearers of 
land be hanged without benefit of clergy ! 

The world seems changed and great events seem coming 
on : the East under our rule is again growing great, and 
barbarism doily falls : many, I amongst tlic rest, have dealt 
it hard blows. But I did more : I took part with the pooi^ 
and strove to taise them up from the depths into which bar- 
barism had sunk them. No one but myself has done this 
to my knowledge. Hardinge has not ; he has left the Pun- 
jaub under the outrageous villains who tormented the poor 
before. Lord Cornwallis, and indeed all the others, paid 
attention to the bai’barian princes, whereas 1 went at once to 
the door of the ryot, and so far succeeded as to leave Sciude 
contented : if any one was in want, it arose from wliat was 
beyond my control, and they are so few that I have a right 
to say the people are well off*. 

‘‘ Idleness is one of the retarding sins of Scinde. None 
would work for us before eight o’clock ; the fiRest mornings 
in the world are passed in idleness. Our engineers offered 
^tra pay for coming at daybreak, but none would do so. 
This was inconvenient, because oin; English overseers could 
look after men from four unlit eight o’clock, and could not 
overlook in the heat. Master geindee knew this, and so 
managed as not* to do half a day’s work for liis pay. One 
Englishman would do as much work as ten Scindees. Their 
slowness and apathy made all building very dilatory, and 
very expensive: all ‘that I was able to accomplish in five 
years might have been done in six months ! 
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“Well, the Indian is no^v rising in the scale, and Cliris- 
tianity is on the spread everywhere, for the Christian is the 
master. We have got footing in Cliina ; we are paramount 
in India; Persia is pressed on all sides, and Mahomet reels 
about : — Jerusalem beats Mecca. The Christian faith is 
one of reason, the others are humbug ; reason must in the 
long run beat humbug, and tlie race has begun. The Bom- 
bay army laughs at high caste already; the Bengal and. 
Madras men will soon do so; and then Vishnu's race will be 
run. Mahomet already drinks brandy, and his womeii are 
getting out of the harem as fast as they can. Everywhere 
the cross prevails : we are letting Jews into power, and, 
being#no longer persecuted, they will in time turn Chris- 
•tians. A thousand years may pass before these things are 
completed. Aye ! ten thousand ! but the •universality of 
the Christian religion progresses plainly, if men will, only 
look at great facts. Protestants and Catholics, and Greeks, 
by their nonsense delay the progress of their creed, but 
Jesus Christ is too strong for all their folly; his words, his 
deeds, his life, are known, and will overthrow all their ab- 
surdities in time. Priests of all religions arfe at a discount, 
wliile religion is spreading and growing strong: this alone 
tells us, that monopoly in the trade is going down. Men 
arc now setting up for themselves ; that is to say religion 
grows universal. ^ ' 

Wlien nfbn become their own priests, and have death be- 
fore their eyes, they will take the right road without prompt- 
ings. When men allow priests to think for them they pursj^o 
their own interests, leaying their souls to the priests. Men 
now daily find they must think for themselves, and are be- 
coming really religious, aijd casting dogmas to old women 
of both sexes :* in* time they will act rightly in the eyes of 
God, and then Christ will rule the world. What result will 
follow this utter defeat of the Evil Spirit the God in heaven 
only knows. The W’ork will be Christ's work, and lie will 
perhaps come to rule us with eternal life and hapjiiness for 
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those who have adhered to the pood Spirit — the God, who 
will then direct all things at his will. * 

“As to politics we are going to the had: parliament is 
influenced by petty interests. In the days of Fox and Pitt, 
whether right or wrong, there were commanding minds and 
determined wills ; great and distinct principles were promul- 
gated, and the very names of Pittites, Foxites, marked the 
grandeur of the men. Now we wince under the lash of 
every editor of a newspaper. We are no longer like a fine 
picture, presenting two great masses of light and shade, all 
IS broken and trivial. Every petty mercantile interest is 
advocated, while that of the state in mass is lost sight of in 
tibe conflict for these minor concerns : — the timber line ; 
the railroad line ; the devifs line I Wo are all for modera-* 
tion too ! A little blessed, a little damned, like souls in pur- 
gatory : but only souls and balloons go upwards ; so, if wo 
make a slip in this purgatorial moderation down wo go to 
the devil in politics. 

“ H. Napier, Nov. 18th. Malta. — We are stopped here. 
The day we were to leave was had, and moreover the French 
ofiicer who commanded the steamer was celebrated for being 
‘unbearable* to his own countrymen, and ‘worse’ to the 
English. So our voyage was put off for pleasanter weather 
and a better captain. The good fellows here gave me a 
dinner on getting out of quarantine. People make sad com- 
plaints of the island being neglected by government; not 
men enough to defend it, and not half the guns mounted, 
w«yimiral Sir Lucius Curtis told mo that a couple of steamers 
can come in, destroy the arsenal aivi be off, any night they 
like, and cannot be prevented*! They are all angry here 
also at a civil government* being appointed : the red coats 
are I mean. * • ' 

“ H. Napier, Dec. 10th. Nice. — We have flnished our 
long voyage, as full of anxieties as of miles. My intent 
was to go to England ^straight and alone, but I am unable 
from my old Lahore enemy ; never has it long left me, and 
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lias now returned with mor^ violence than ever. I am now 
at rest, body and niind, and perhaps that, with a sensible 
dpetor, will set me up again. Yet an old post-horse will get 
stiff when he cools from work; and very hard work mine 
has been, as I now feel. As to my enemies, truth will out 
in time, and their vituperation is to be laughed at. I am 
sorry those Bhoogtees have preferred being cut to pieces to 
accepting my offer of land in Scinde, and/>>ay until the land 
was productive. Poor people ! but better they should dio. 
than lay waste the land. 

'' M. Gcnl. W. Napier. — Your information was quite cor- 
rect ; there were plenty of intrigues going on against me, both 
by Qn^en s and Company's officers, but only by the vilo 
«ncs. I could not defend myself, my public work took up 
all iny time and thoughts; hut I know most* of them very 
well. Perhaps you are right about the elephant battery ; 
but though its value may be doubtful in battle^ it is a great 
power to move heavy artillery where you like, with tho 
rapidity of small guns, especially in defensive war; or, 
where, as in India, forts meet you at every turn in offensive 
war. I am very ill. 

“ Dec. 15th. — When I wrote to you a few days ago I 
thought my worldly affairs were being settled : — excruciat- 
ing pain, passage of blood, and the cold piercing my marrow 
made me feel well across Styx ; and now I see no reason 
wdiy Charon •should put back and let me out ! yet he Los, 
and I lose no time in telling you so. My last letter said 
enough to alarm you, like ao ass as I am ; but I was moige 
ill than ever I felt before sinking, dying. 

“ I now begin to see a little*of Eui^opin politics, as my ser- 
vant Antonio calls ev€rythjpg : fiis whole object in coming 
with me was to ^Dress Europin* Well, these Europin 
politics seem to be in a nice state for a blow-up. The 
Orkneys will be the safest place to buy an estate, if I get my 
prize money. The gentlemen here diave done me great 
honour, but I am afraid of these stings after the overdose 
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given to Smith; the public donit like that sort of tliiiig: — 
nor I leither to tell you tlie truths 

Merewethcr’s fight was a brave action, but I nm goiHg 
to publish a letter, to show tliat I left no stone unturned to 
induce the Bhoogtees to submit, like the other tribes ; and 
that their destruction, bloody as it has been, was that of 
men resolved to live as robbers and die in their trade. 

“ H. Napier, Dec. 23rd. — The ways of an idle life here 
will not agree with mo, so I shall not stay long. J left 
Soinde for the sake of my family, and but for them would at 
once return to India, where alono I can hope for good 
health, warmth and good command : however, being here, 
home and a garden is my object, so as to have a pursuit. 
My dislike of halting here will make mo ill again, yet my 
constitution is* not hurt. Wore I back in Scinde you should 
see : but I coidd not stay there, and so all is right, and I 
shall by degrees shake into place. Still, every hour here, 
or anywhere, until settled in England and at some woik, is a 
nail in my cofBn. 

Journal, Jan. IGth. Nice. — George and I are going to 
dine together this day, just thirty-nine years after ho turned 
every dead body on the battle-field of Coruna, looking for 
mine ! We are now both well in body and mind, with our 
wives and grandchildren ! This is a life of romance ! 

“M. Genl. W, Napier, Jan. 22. — Brown writes to me 
the following copy of Outram’s official recorU of his dear 
friend and venerable patriarch old Roostum, on his first 
fprmol visit, when Outram became political agent, long 
before my arrival in Scinde : it took, place in open durbar. 

On the Ameer 8 return visit, he appeared to be almost 
insensible from the effects of opium, find could scarcely arti- 
culate a word ; at last, on taking leave, being reminded by 
Futteh Mobamed Ghoree, his highness placed Nusseer Khans 
hand in mine, muttered something which was unintelligible, 
but evidently meanin^‘&c. &c.” 

The feader will remember that it was this stupefied do- 
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tard’s stories that Outram 4 )ut forward as charges against 
Sir C. Napier, and wliich the directors adopted for masking 
their personal hostility to Lord Ellenborough. And on these 
stories also the Queen’s ministers withheld all acknowledg- 
ment of the victories gained ; not that they believed the 
tales, but to pay court to the directors at the expence of a 
man who had saved India. 

“ Journal, Feb. 4. — The illness of my excellent child 
Emily makes me very miserable. Great God grant that ebo 
may be spared ; being so good, so cheerful, so clever, so all 
a daughter and a mother ought to be at her young age, 
to lose luT would break my heart. Her own imprudence 
has produced this misery, but who is prudent at twenty? 
^"his world is full of suffering, but that will not make my 
loss the loss ! Well, God is full of goodne^ also towards 
me. Last year I wa.s in another hemisphere, my wife at the 
point of death, my children sickly, my own health failing 
under anxieties, and a journey over half the globe before 
me, with all its dangers to a large party of women and chil- 
dren. Yet here we are now, all well but one, and her illness 
perliaps not so serious as it seems to me : we must look at 
the bright side ns well as the dark. 

‘‘ Feb. 13. — A letter from Lord Fitzroy. The duke has 
given my nephew William, and Montagu McMurdo, majo- 
rities : this is delightful. Brown is to have one also ; and 
my three he^ lielps in Scinde are thus rewarded. The duke 
has ever stood ray firm friend. I have now nothing to wish 
for, and wish for nothing. Montagus services in Scinde 
were very great. He isba thorough soldier, with great mili- 
tary capacity, which I hav^ trained to the right track: so 
«^jmve I done with WiHiam., Now comes sharp memory about 
'"my poor John !* btit fate will have its way.* Death comes to 
all, and then all is vanity, I see it now, I have ever seen 
it. Ambition never was my stimulus. I am energetic in 
pursuit of my objects, hut never Iftid down an ambitious 
plan in my life : whatever my thoughts or actions, they 
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have been the result of circumstances not plans ; but in exe- 
cution my whole force of thought has been given to obtain 
success. The force of circumstances has placed me in ftll 
the situations of my life : yet when so placed I have never 
acted on impulse. Accident placed me in Cephalonia ; it 
was the same in Scinde ; the same as to the government of 
the Australian colony ; and the Northern District : I never 
sought any of them. They came, and then all my thoughts, 
all my energies of body and mind were exerted, and all 
aeemed to me unequal to do what could have been done. 

Napier, Feb. 29th. — About your History of Flo- 
tenoe^ It is highly spoken of. I was told it was a liistory 
of her very stones : this alone makes it valuable for reference. 
Of oonreoit must embrace a large portion of Italian history; 
knt it is called^ the History of Florence, and must ho cither 
jfedd, or described, before people know that it contains more 
than it professes. The mass of readers will not read volu- 
minous works on any subject ; the spread of what is called 
Education effectually prevents reading : young men have 
too much forced upon them not to be thoroughly disgusted 
with reading. I have not seen a review of your work, but it 
has been highly spoken of in the papers. 

Here we are all in hopes that there may not be civil war 
in France. She is an unhappy country. I cannot go home 
now and leave my women, not being a French prince ! but I 
pray that our rulers may have the good sense to let their 
neighbours alone, to settle their own affairs. Look at 16,000 
supers on the poor-rates of Marylebone parish only ! 

March 18th. — Your History of*Florence is being trans- 
lated into Italian, and is considered in Italy a standard work 
for the Italians : a gentleman, fellow tfaveller with Montag^^ 
told him this without the least knowing*of^ his connection. 

I am glad there is no good review : reviews hurt books of 
real knowledge. Oh! I know the pith of it, says yOur 
review reader. • * 

“ 30th March. — I want nothing public ; but if in these 



66th Year.] EPOCH XVIL PERIOD IT.-NICE. O.'i 

troublesome times my services are wanted I am ready and 
willing: to ask is not for^me. If the Ionian Islands were 
offered it w^ould be agreeable, because good could be done 
there: that is if it were possible to remain under that ass 
of constitution-mongering celebrity. Lord Grey, who thinks 
abilities are acquired ex officio. My government would not 
however be pleasing at home, for I would reduce expencos, 
and that no English government can endure: Whig and 
Tory alike abhor economy. Our parliament is enough to 
destroy the greatest empire the world ever saw; yet thO/?; 
press will keep us all right yet, and I think we shall 
the storm of revolution for the present ; but we must not go 
to war 4br other people.'* 

• A curious coincidence of opinion between Chatitts. Napier 
and the Duke of Wellington is to be remarked here* After 
defending the lines of Torres Vedras, the duke thus to- 
pressed himself in an unpublished letter. " After you will 
have sat one or two sessions in parliament, and will have 
obtained a knowledge of the mode in which questions are 
discussed, time is spent, and business done there, you will 
probably be astonished, as I have been, how England come 
by her greatness." 

April 2nd. — I agree with you that the proof of the 
pudding is in the eating, but see no analogy between a 
pudding and the sale of a history. The proof of a history 
is its truth atid style : were I to publish my romance with 
my name, it w^ould beat your history in, sale to nothing, 
Without having the value of a single page of the latter^ 
being in short worthlesgf as all novels are beyond a mo- 
mentary amusement: circumStonces, not merit affect the 
sale of every book, which is no criterion of merit. 

If all goes 5n •quietly in France we shall soon set off ; 
if not we must wait till the middle of May and go by Turin. 
We«ould not risk Mont Oenis with Indian children sooner, 
the little things might get nipped, * Little Kate is quite 
beautiful ; it won't last very likely, but at present she is a 
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wonderful little beauty. Cissy I hear quite well at Pisa ; 
that little animal has got hold of meMike a typhus fever, 
and will never leave me alive ! That things will settle 
down quietly in France is to he doubted. Lamartine seems 
a fine fellow, but it demands a Napoleon to govern just now. 
It is the fault of England ; had we left him alone France 
would now have been tranquil, rich and happy, and Louis 
Philippe would have been what nature fitted him for:— a 
pedlar. 

“ Journal, April 16tb. — The anij^rsaries of Meeaneo and 
Dubba have passed without one iMn who was there being 
with me here. They are not events however that now have 
much interest with me ; indeed I forgot Meeanee altogctlier 
until it was brought to my mind by Count Pierlas, asking 
me to tell hhn something about the ground for his pic- 
ture of me’* — engraved in 3rd volume. — ‘‘God knows I 
hold glory cheap enough ! I would rather have finished 
the roads of Cephalonia than liave fought Austerlitz or 
Waterloo. The mole at Kurrachee is more to mo than all 
the WOTS I made in Scinde, except the hill war, for that 
put down robbery ; yet the battles put down tyranny ; my 
meaning is war as for glory. I would a thousand times 
rather have gone to Australia than have won all tlie battles 
of the world. Were it not for the long voyage I would try 
to go there now ! But the wife and children !. A public 
sen^ant has no right to cither wife or child : he has not fair 
play with a family. The Catholic priests are quite right, 
^nd a soldier should have nothing to think of but his workt 
the more he loves his wife and cbiVlren the worse ho serves 
his country and his fame. • 

“ M. Genl. W. Napier. *Pari^ May. — It is as easy for me 
to go hy Havre •as by Boulogne, but I dislike being made a 
gaby as Harry Smith was, begging his pardon for saying so, 
as I like him much, and think him a right good soldier. 
Yet if you, McMurdcf, and Kennedy, all think my meeting 
such a kind reception from Lord Frederick FitzClarence as 
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he seems disposed to give me, will be one good answer to 
my enemies I am r?ady to*get over my repugnam^o to dis- 
play, I sat half an hour with Soiilt yesterday, who twice 
desired me to say how much he regarded you. Ho paid mo 
the highest compliments, as he had studied all my opera- 
tions in China ! and entirely approved of them. This was 
flattering. Depend upon it that when a French soul is 
damned, it puts on a great coat and compliments the devil 
on his fine climate — though un peu froid. 

“Journal, 8 th Ma^te^Entered Orleans this day, the anni- 
versary of that on wlflBrthe ever glorious Jean d’Arc raised 
the siege in 1420 ! It was celebrated by a feast annually 
held in her honour, but to the infamy of the English govern- 
^ment of that day. The conduct of Bedford was worse than 
than that of George the Fourth towards Napoleon. Yet my 
belief is, that but for the Duke of Wellington Napoleon 
would have been assassinated in a more direct way than 
he was. Wonderful are our destinies in this world, and I 
shall soon have the key to all these wonders ! The grave 
will unlock all ! I am not however curious or impatient, 
it being just the sort of knowledge which I would avoid 
acquiring so long as destiny pleases. She seems inclined 
however to lot me into the secret soon, for I am again ill 
with my old enemy. Perhaps there is no better way of 
dying, except apoplexy : that is the prince of deaths ! No 
pain, no preparation, no trouble to friends. You go * like 
shot out of a shovel* I know it ! God defend mo from 
tlio suffocating feel in my nose, produced by my horrid 
wound at Busaco : rather would I be broke upon the 
wheel. • , 

“ Portsmouth, 15th May. — Tins town gave me an honor 
able reception : .mare than 1 have a right to 1 think ; however 
1 made my ' neat and appropriate.' " 

A curious proof of hostility attended this reception. 
Lord Frederick Fitzclarcnee, at the be^d of all the officers 
of the regular garrison, and all tlie officers of marines, at- 
voL. rv. 
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tended liim in full uniform to the town-hall, where a large 
assembly, headed by the mayor* and corporation, presented 
an address amidst loud acclamations : hut the watchful ac- 
tivity and power of his oncmios were immediately made 
manifest. The tools of the government and the directors 
had strenuously sought to exalt the fame and popularity of 
that really gallant soldier. Sir Han 7 Smith ; not from any 
generous feeling, hut to dim the reputation of Sir Charles 
Napier. Public demonstrations were encouraged, and in 
society it was diligently circulated ^t the victor of Aliwal 
was the only Indian general of rmtf merit : in that view 
to ignore Sir C. Napier as a man of mark became an 
object. The Times newspaper suppressed all Dotice.u)f his 
reception at Portsmouth ; and so pertinaciously, that when, 
the mayor, anxious that the feelings of his townsmen should 
be known, sent an exact statement it was refused : he offered 
to pay for it as an advertisement, hut it was still refused ! a 
fact speaking loudly as to the influence used. 

‘‘ Journal, May 26th, London. — I meet all sorts of kind 
receptions here ; but as to being honoured it does not move 
a feeling. I suppose it ought, but it does not, except as 
being wormwood to Leadenhead Street, which is a comfoi t. 
Now ends my public career and my journal. What I may 
henceforth do, or say, will be of no moment to anybody 
but myself. I am ready ‘to lay me down and die*'* 

The wretched underworking of liis enemies continued, 
the ignoring of liis reception at Portsmouth was followed 
up with pitiable impotence. The Senior United Service 
Club gave him a public banquet, at which Lord Ellen- 
borough, speaking of his groat aliilities for government, 
smd, “ that if entire success was the criterion of ability he 
surpassed all mem who had ever "held r\i}^ iji India." Not 
tlie slightest notice of this banquet was taken by the news- 
papers. He was again invited by the Junior United Service 
Club, and a speech Ijy.the writer of this biography, which 
gave a history of his ill-treatment by the directors, was en- 
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tiroly suppressed, although warmly cheered, and most so by 
some Indian officers present. Lord Londonderry also gave 
him a banquet of honoul*, where tho Prince of Prussia 
was present. Tlicre Sir llobcrt Peel addressed glowing 
eulogies to the Indian general whom he had forgotten at 
the King’s College Hospital dinner, and amongst other 
flattering things said that, ho had “ not been sufficiently 
honoured and rewarded'* It might have been asked, 
“ Who was the minister tthen those honours wei^e with^ 
heldV' But at Lord Londonderrjjjp dinner the politician 
was forgot, tlie man's iTO personal feelings broke out, and 
they wore generous : he expressed them again attll mote 
warmly* after dinner, in a personal conversation. His 
fijK?ocli was too marked to be passed over, but, in the lead- 
ing ne\vspnpers it was misrepresented as bein^ addressed to 
Lord H urdiiige ! All these pitiful artifices however failed. 
From Cheltenham, from Kughy, from Dublin, from Limerick, 
and other places, he soon received public invitations, and 
the true feeling of the nation, muttering at first, augmented 
daily, and finally broke into a tempest before which directors 
and ministers were compelled to succumb, though they strove 
liard, first to repel, and then to evade the storm. 

“ M. Genl. W. Napier, May. — I am more flattered by Bol- 
welFs letter than by dinners from all the clubs in London. 
Tell him that having had high pay my object was to prove 
worthy of my hire by success: and therefore, if honest 
honourable men think I have succeeded all the reward I 
deserve is mine.” ^ 

James Bolwell was a radical, and shoemaker at Bath, and 
a man of considerable ability, as Lord John Russell found to 
lus cost on the hustings of Stroud. He had great influence 
with the chartists icb the troubled times of CSiarles Napier’s 
northern command, and always used it with an earnest 
purpose to prevent violence; for though his zeal in the 
cause was vehement and constant, never forgot that 
freedom was not to be obtained by dishonest means : poverty 
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and suffering never quelled either his spirit in the cause, 
or his sense of probity and justice in supporting that 
cause. 

“ I left my card with Lord John Russell : the messenger 
wanted me to go up, yet I did not, saying, my call was 
merely to leave my direction in case he wished to see me, 
but I had nothing to say to his lordship. Indian officers 
are calling on me ns fast as they can find me out : this 
is good in more ways than one. I nm asked to meet 
H.R.H. the Prince of jjj^ussia at Lord Londonderry’s. ]las 
he done anything as a prince to prevent my going ? 

‘'The same, June 11th. — A pretty report from India! 
I cannot believe that my friend Colin Campbell c?m have 
been surprized and destroyed when at the head of 10,000 
men and six batteries: if so, the politicals have done him. 
Supposing the report true, fearful events will follow, and 
Gough will have to collect his 50,000 men, cantoned nt 
various distances around Lahore, but nil far away and not 
unlikely to bo cut off in detail : can he collect thorn ? 
My wife heard a gentleman say ‘ If true it will only be the 
loss of Lahore!’ So much for men's notions of India. 
The mischief would be endless ; and Hardinge has recently 
reduced the army by seventy thousand men : his policy 
towards the Punjaub will I fear fail in the end. They go 
on, I hear, badly in Scinde ; the civil and military autho- 
rities not working together of course. My poor friend 
Peate of the engineers is dead, which grieves me sadly. 
^.They have stopped the further construction of the mole, 
and also the barracks ; and it is^ said the two camel corps 
are to be disbanded ! • 

“ I have not sent in my name no\^ as ready to serve ; but 
last December* I told Lord Fitzroy «f jny readiness to 
do so, and my fear is being called upon to do so, and 
especially in the northern districts ; but having said I was 
able must stick tck it. I won’t complain of ill-usage, not 
thinking myself ill-used, except by Lord Ripon and the 
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directors, with whicli^tho pu^ic has nothing to Jo. I think 
Hardinge, Gough, and Keane, were all too well treated : 
I don’t like these rewards for services when the people arc 
starving. My Jicalth is w^eak for the northern district, hut 
if good is to he done the rough must be taken as well as 
the smooth. However, one of my reasons for disliking such 
an employment is the being unlikely to suit the government. 
I see that violence and ^putting down ’ is the cry. There is 
but one way of putting down starving men who take arms, 
viz. killing them ; and one way c# hindering them from 
taking up arms, viz. feeding them. The first seems to 
engross the minds of all who wear broad cloth, and gorge 
on turUot; but tlierc seems no great measure in view for 
amoving suffering ; private charity, though in plenty, won't 
suffice for a starving nation. Yet God knows what will 
happen, for we see great events often turn out the reverse 
of what human calculations lead us to expect. 

'^The same, June. — The club give me a feed the 18th. 
The duke is to be asked, but if I know his temper he won't 
go. Hardinge was his particular friend, and a governor- 
general ; I am too small a fish for his net : — We shall see.”— 
He did not go. — am not inclined to let the directors 
escape without a fiing at them ; but think that at a dinner, 
1« attack any one can hardly be done with propriety, lest 
my hosts should have friends amongst the attacked. 1 
have a pamphlet of General De la Motte about the Bombay 
government and Outram, which will bo useful : he dedicates 
it to Hardinge, and complains that he ill-used him. • 

Miss Napier, June J lth. — At the Senior U. S. Club 
dinner there was much speakiifg, and I was much honoured. 
The chief speakers wene Lords Strafford, Ellenborough, and 
Hardinge. They ptaised me a great deal too much for my 
deserts; but my head won't be turned, knowing my own 
small measure too well to let the cheese drop out of my 
mouth. A just estimate of one's ofmt deficiencies is the 
best morsel one can eat I If I believed the fine things said 
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of me I should eagerly seek public employment again, 
whereas my wish is to live out of the world’s eye, lest 
it should discover tljat I am not the man these speakers 
describe me to be. Yet I am graleful to the speakers for 
tbeir ptirtial feelings towards me. 

“M. Genl. W. Napier, June. — I could not become a 
doctor of laws, because no decided offer was made to me : 
it was only made known to me by a message from William 
Bathurst; and it is altogether such nonsense it does not 
suit my taste. Peel is a queer fellow ! At Lord Lojidon- 
derry s he made such a speech, praising me, as you never 
heard, on returning thanks for his own health being drunk. 
He paid Hardinge a passing compliment, hut then ‘looking 
at me, and being just opposite, his whole discourse was ad- 
dressed to me in the most complimentary manner. There 
was no cause why he should mention my name at all ! 
Londonderry and Hardinge bad done so in the handsomest 
way; the first in giving my health, the last in returning 
thanks for his own health being drunk. It w^as when this 
was finished our host gave Peel's health, and then after a few 
words to Lord L. Peel turned to me, and made certainly a 
beautiful speech, hut so strong that 1 w^us obliged to how 
to him in acknowledgment. Now, is not this odd if he 
spoke as you told me he did at some dinner, praising all the 
other Indian generals but omitting me? The Morning Post 
is the only paper I have seen, and it leaves out what he said 
of me, making a mixed praise with that of Hardinge: it was 
«iot so ; you can conceive nothing more distinct and compli- 
mentary to me. He afterwards sfiid to me in the drawing- 
room ^ fTere I to begin life again^ and he a soldier I 
would enlist under you in yroference to any other 
general.* ® • 

The same, June. — General De la Motte has just put into 
my hands the following statement of facts. The people of 
the Southern Mahratta country rose in rebellion against 
their rajah, our ally. Samanghur was besieged by us, 
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Do la Motto coTumajidod ; tjie poor people appealed tlivough 
the political, saying in substanee, ‘ We are cruelly used ; 
^^•e will send five irnui to ptoad for us, and w'c will surrender 
if you will but do justieo.* Letter of the Bomhay f/over- 
nor in answer, ' We had no idea of your being ill-ugpd. 
We will hoar all you have to say.* This answer was sent to 
the political lieevos, hy the hands of Oiitram, who was dis- 
patched with it from Bombay to llceves, with orders to the 
latter to send Outram on with the letter to De la Motto, and 
ail order to that general to ^ cease military operations and 
hear the j^oor people! 

Outram arrived at De la Motte’s quarters, found all pro-* 
pared for storming the next moming, concealed the letter ^ 
^et the storm take placcy and the poor people resisting to 
the last, woe hayonetted to a man ! After the slaughter 
Outram gave the letter ! Why did not you Colonel Outram 
give me this last night ? * I thonght it icoidd have a bad 

effect / ’ The general tells me the directors were angry for 
a wonder, and wrote a furious letter to the Bombay govern- 
ment ; it was submitted to Hobhouse, he refused to let it bo 
forwarded, and forced them to let Outram off! De la Motte 
shewx'd me copies of the official letters I *' 

Now commenced the fulfilment of bis many predictions 
about the Punjaub. Two politicals? Anderson and Agnew, 
were assassinated by Moolraj of Mooltan. The second 
Sikh war was kindled and India trembled. But the history 
of that great event belongs not to this biography; its conse- 
quences only, as they bore on Sir 0. Napier s life, are to b« 
noted, and his coiTespondence will gradually do that. 

“M. Genl. W. Napier, Au^st. — A letter from moonshee 
tells me the plan of Moolraj was to make Anderson and 
Agnew prisoners; ahd when a force went from Lahore to re- 
lease them, the country round Lahore was to rise and fall 
on the garrison, weakened by that detachment : the towns- 
people were also to rise inside. Thfe ^conspirators, finding 
that Sir F. Currie discovered nothing, though they met 
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nightly under his nose, then ventured on bribing the Sepoys 
and the plot came out ! Currie would not believe it, but an 
officer forced him to listen to the native non-commissioned 
officer who gave the information, and who was furious at 
Currie 8 laughing at him. Moonshce also says, there will 
be a rising in the rear when the army moves on Mooltan, 
especially if that place holds out : and that the Nawab of 
Bhawalpoor enlists men, who desert when they have got their 
money to Moolraj of Mooltan. There will be plenty of 
tricks played both upon Currie and the general no doubt, 
but the soldiers will fight through all, and no mistake : yet 
another nail will go into the coffin of our Indian empire. 

‘‘Brighton, August. — Wanting to know if the old fero- 
cious spirit of *98 was beginning amongst the military in- 
Ireland, I wrote to Pennefatlier, and it does not oppcar to 
be so at all. The papers wonder that a regiment there was 
ready for march in an hour; a flying column ought to bo 
ready in lialf that time. I remember sending to the Seinde 
liorse suddenly, when my tent was 800 yards from them, yet 
in 20 minutes they were in march ! *' 

The light division under Craufurd in the PcninsultPre- 
quired only a quarter of an hour to get under arms with 
baggage loaded ; seven minutes without baggage ! 

“ Brougham, whom I met at dinner, told me that Kocbuck 
told him you complained of his not answering you, but that 
you never put a date, he did not know where to answer 
you, and so had sent to me. I said that I had forwarded 
your letter, and probably, if he had taken the trouble to look 
at some of your back letters, he should have seen that you 
had dated them. He did not like this, and said loudly ‘No ! 
I looked particularly and tRey were not dated ' ** — his lordship 
was more splendtic than accurate. — “ Y(xy well, said I, then 
he has no right to complain of not being answered. The 
duke said it was a bad practice. 

“ The duke enquisei after you, and his manner was very 
kind to me, both at Miss Coutts's and at Sogers s where I sat 
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l)y him, the party being only of four: after dinner Mrs. 
Dyce Sombre came In, and *11 very agreeable madcap she is, 
wkh the most beautiful voice I ever heard, I could listen to 
her singing for ever ; she sung at the ‘ Beau ’ delightfully. 

September Ord. — I have no letters about Mooltan. One 
indeed came from Sheik A\i Hussein, who was Moolraj’s 
chief minister a year ago, and is now with Herbert Edwardes ! 
He could toll me everything, but with true barbarian caution 
tcdls me nothing ! Two old acquaintances of mine lead the 
Eliawalpoor forces : — Futtee Mohamed Ghoree, above all 
birds in the air, and Peer Ibrahim. Futtoe will play Ed- 
wardos some trick if not well watched. Peer Ibrahim is our 
friend,, so far as may bo expedient : he is very clever, and 
^uobahly put by the Nawab to watch that old fox, Futtee 
Ghoree, who is clever and resolute, and, as you know, hates 
us. Wliether Moolraj will be murdered by traitors, or fall on 
Edwardes, God knows. Edwardes* people are Mahomedans, 
!Moolrnj has Sikhs and Mahomedans I believe, and if^thoy 
quarrel he is in a bad way. 

Lord Brougham is a queer fellow. Ho was talking 
something about burials at Miss Coutts s, of being buried 
alive, and finished by saying. However I don’t know I never 
was buried. You ought to have been said I, for your lord- 
si lip was dead once you know. He looked hard at me, and 
then said in a low voice, Yes ! yes ! I was dead. He did 
not seem to like the joke, and the less so as the old beau 
opened his mouth and gave a deep guttural laugh, while the 
others broke out aloud. 

“ Cortland, who is with Edwardes, is a clever officer ; he 
was in the Sikh servi«^ and came away just before the 
baitles. Had I been in Scinde I would have sent the 
camel corps to JBhawalpoor, which woyld have given 
Edwardes great support ; and I would have ordered 
Futtee Ghoree back, to bo under the eye of Fitzgerald. 
The camel corps would have reached Bhawalpoor in four 
days from Eoree, and have made Edwardes* battle more 

r,8 
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decisive : however it was pnlty well, if all we honr is true, 
and I sujDpoHe it is. Edwavd^s did ^vell in crossing the 
doab, getting the money, and. then back to join the 
Bhawalpoor troops ; but he ought not to have fought till 
Cortland had joined him : perhaps he could not help it, wo 
cannot tell his reasons. If he beats Moolraj he will be 
safe ; but if Moolraj gets an advantage Edwardes’ position 
will be dangerous, with Eutteo for a coadjutor. If Moolraj’s 
men are true Edwardes cannot take Mooltan : if they are 
false the towm will open its gates. 

Miss Napier, Cheltenham, Sept. 30. — I have taken a 
house here for six months. On the 5th October they give 
me a public feed. I have been in a whirlpool fjjncc T 
arrived, visits, changing lodgings, and dinners : how I hato^ 
these effusions of fish and folly ! Amongst other things 
every old soldier in Cheltenham has come to tell me how 
little way his pension goes in these times ! Poor old 
fellow^s, it vexes me to see them so hard rim for small 
comforts, and I am glad I came here, if it were only for the 
chats with them of old fights and hardships. They like 
this, but Complain bitterly that old officers take no notice 
of them. When I see these shrivelled old men, with age 
ploughed deep in their wdzened old faces, like my own, and 
remember the deeds they did with the bayonet, I sigh for 
ancient days when our bodies were fit for war. I remember 
these men powerful and daring for battle, for they are mostly 
my own soldiers ; alas ! alas ! that wo should grow weak 
^d old ! Well, every dog has his day. After all war is 
horrid work, and it is hard to underatand why man should 
feel pride and pleasure in wh(\t ought to excite unmitigated 
disgust. Yet we do, and it seems to me that civilians have 
less horror of suoh scenes than soldiers h;ive^. 

They ace going to give me a great military dinner, 
and many Meeanee and Hydrabad officers are to be there. 
When I think of the Jieaps of dead bodies I rode over on 
that day I shudder with horror at tlie bloody work we had : 
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nnd yut we shall feel proud of it when we get together, 
talking of the battles! I* feel ashamed, yet like it — not 
tjio dinner but the talking over the fights. What queer 
devils wo are 1 Yet God knows I was very miserable 
when the battles ended and I rode over the fields, and saw 
such heaps of slain : and then all ray own soldiers, stark 
and stiff as we laid them in a row for burial next day! 
How I mn on from liaving seen the old comrades of the 
reninsiihx ! Pray give my best respects to that blaze of 
beauty Lady John Thynne, and tell her she did me great 
honour to dream of mo. I fear as 1 stopped her on the 
Queen s highway she took me at first for a highwayman, 
and her dream might not have been so complimentary. I 
^had been riding lied Eover again, after a year and a half: 
the last time as a king at the head of an mmy, now as a 
wretch paying turnpikes ; and taken for a footpad by that 
beautiful woman ! 

October 2nd. — The Hoffff grunts no more.” 

This alluded to an exposure he had made, in the public 
papers, of a sneaking attempt by Sir James Weir Hogg 
working in his vocation as a director, to injuwhim. In 
that attempt he had been aided by Mr. Baillie with tlie 
spirit of a director, though not then one : for when some 
member of the Commons, having a true English heart, 
complained that no honours had been conferred for Sir 
C. Napier’s great victories, Mr. Baillie, on the prompting of 
Hogg, answered, that Sir C. Napier had 'got prize money, 
mentioning a sum. Characteristic were the words— Pelf aho^ 
honour ! The directors when they condemn an Indian for 
injustice, always add— provided it does not lower dividends. 
The sum named by Mr. Baillie •was greater than ever was 
designed to be giv^n, and Sir James H<5gg was at the very 
time, in concert with his brother directors, striding hard to 
reduce the real amount by one-half ! 

I am working at my pamphjet on the camel bag- 
gage corps : it will soon be published. Letters from Kur- 
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rnchee tell mo, that the magnificent garden there is nearly 
destroyed : they have driven away an exV*ellent man named 
Sach, an old soldier, to put in an Italian, who does nothing 
hut frateniize with a French comedian and talk politics : 
this is very vexatious. 

Oct. 11. — A large public dinner. Lord Ellenborough’s 
speech excellent ; ho told the Indian civilians, many of whom 
were present, that he did not like them : the Times would 
not insert any of the speeches, though their reporter was 
present.'* 

These complimentary dinners naturally excited enquiry 
as to the details of the battles, and to one he returned the 
following review. 

Oct. 12. — Mecanee was in my view the best fougliti 
of the battles, because I am not aware of any considerable 
error ; because my troops were not so good, nor so numer- 
ous as at Dubba, the odds being thirty-five thousand against 
less than two thousand at the first; whereas at Dubba they 
w^ere only twenty-six thousand against five thousand. At 
Mecanee ^osc of my troops who had seen any service 
before, hacT all been defeated by natives, and none of them 
knew me: they had served under what General Nott calls 
a 'Horse Gumds getieraV who, having more men than the 
AffghanSj had been defeated. This told against me. My 
host native regiments, the grenadiers under Clibhorn, had 
been defeated at Noofusk by the hill men, and both remem- 
bered it : they did not fall on the enemy at Mecanee, and yet 
y^YG a fourth of my whole army ! By stopping the gap in 
the wall on my right, I, in fact, won the battle ; for though 
the charge of cavalry decided the victory, it could not have 
been made if the gap had not first beep stopped. 

“ Wo cannot judge our own deeds impartially, and I may 
be wrong ; but my opinion is that for four things I deserved 
credit as a commander at Meeanee. 1®. The formation of 
my enormous baggage, as a fortress, by which it defended 
itself and my rear at the same time. 2". Stopping tlie gap, 
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and thus paralyzing a great force of the enemy in the Shi- 
hnrgnh. 8". Making the* cavalry charge as they did. 
1". My formation in square after victory, as a precaution 
against a renewed attack by ovciq)owering numbers, which 
was in the enemy’s power and with the most terrible effect, 
as we were on a plain where his whole force could reach us. 
I ]mide these four arrangements under circumstances to try 
the mu’ves, for the danger was tremendous, the noise of 
firing great, and the smoke preventing clear views of the 
enemy : indeed when I sent orders for the cavalry to charge 
my expectation was to be cut down every instant. Penny- 
father, Harding, Willie, Teesdale, Jackson, Phayre, were all 
down around me, with lots of soldiers. Perhaps I am vain 
jn giving myself credit for these things, but I know I did 
not lose my calmness of mind at that time. *I expected to 
die hut did not think of it to disturb me, I thought only 
of liow to win, and my only disturbing thought was that 
the troops might give way. 

At the second battle a better movement might have 
been made perhaps ; this I told William, and h^ublished 
my own critique on myself in his history. My troops there 
had recently been victorious in a great battle, and they 
know and confided in my leading : not a man would have 
flinched. Colonel Stack indeed endangered mo there, as 
Clihborn had at Meeanee, but all fought well in the second 
battle. However my work was hard, because, cut ofiT from 
my two bases, I had to collect under very difficult circum- 
stances the forces with which the battle was won, whicji 
possibly was done very well for an English general ! 

“ My brother has tbld the story well and truly. My 
opinion is that Shere Mohamed’s right flank might have 
been turned with«advantage ; but my exouses are strong. 
1®. My second in command, brave as a lion, was not expert, 
and I was very ill, hardly able to sit my horse, while my line 
of battle was a mile in length, and J ^had to ride fiill speed 
several times from one flank to the other. Error is eiTor, 
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notwitlistanding excuses ; but oue of the latter is that*wo 
could not see the village till we mounted the great bank of 
the nullah. Had I known of the village it is probable, a 
movement to turn it would have been made, but not certain ; 
for my army could not maiueuvre, and that made me afraid 
to undertake what appeared best, to do what was expedient. 

All my means in the campaign were deficient, except the 
courage of the troops.^ Inexperienced as a general myself I 
had inexperienced officers, we had suddenly come together, 
and the troops, many at least, had been accustomed to defeat 
under the politicals. How different when I marched towards 
Mooltan ! Then I had axperience, good oflicers, good troops 
of my own forming and 17,000 of them ! Wo could have 
done good work ; I would not have turned hack before^ 
00,000 Sikhs; had we been allowed to go on : but it was 
otherwise decreed ! Had it not been so, I should have left 
in Mooltan an English garrison, and none of the present sad 
work would have happened.*' 

This review of his battles leads to a letter^ written from 
Sclnde, which was called forth by a foolish story, that Sir C. 
Napier ha^ not ordered the charge of cavalry at Mceanec ! 
There is always some wonderful second in command, or 
some young officer, who wins every great battle for every 
great general; but this story was adopted, with some other 
eiToneous statements by the engineer, Colonel Wadding- 
ton, in a published memoir : hence the following observa- 
tions. 

^“July 1847. — I have the letters of three of my staff, 
each sent separately, with my orders for the cavalry to 
charge the enemy's right, viz, Lieift.-Colonel McPherson, 
Captain Pelley, and Lieutenant Thompson. Waddington 
could know nothing about it : he rode ^bgut behind me, 
but he never carried an order, and he could not know what 
orders Colonel Tattle gave the cavaliy, for he never saw 
Pattle in the action.^ do not know how he forms his 
estimate of numbers, hut I gave my brother the most exact 
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stitemciit I could get ; the dispatch was beyond the mfirk ; 
the numbers in it (^^erc thdse on paper, which were more 
than the reality. The Beloochees were not crowded on the 
Willi when we were advancing to the attack— they had been 
before that moment, but were not tlien. One man sat astrido 
on it, while firing at us, which was the* only way he could 
sit, for it was not above a foot thick at top — I believe his 
fire was iit me, and that he was a mirksnmn put there as 
knowing me. lie had only three shots, for seeing him so 
intent on us, I told some of the 22nd to shoot him, and 
tliey did so ; he fell like a lump of lead on our side. We 
had scon matchlocks handed up to him. I swept the whole 
wall w»ll with my telescope before we advanced, and while 
jinder their cannonade : there was not then a man but this 
one on it. I also saw through the opening obliquely, a 
long way, and ascertained that there was no scaffolding to 
enable them to fire over, nor any loopholes to fire through 
the wall. It vras this which made me think the gap in the 
w'all was brol^n to let them sally out upon our rear, and the 
moment I was satisfied that there were neither loopholes, 
nor banquettes, I ordered the advance. Very particular was 
my examination, for though Bed Hover stands steady 
under fire, I got from the beast s back, and again carefully 
swept tlio wall and examined the breach. 

“ I did not think of sending Tew in till we were ad- 
vancing, my thought previously being only, as to how the 
enemy was to he dealt with when he should rush out. 
Many things came like flashes across my mind. I was noj; 
satisfied with my thoughts, the matchlock fire was very 
heavy, and there was bo tii^e to lose : — suddenly the idea 
came into my head to attack tham through the wall, as the 
best check, and^at^nce a company was sent tfiere. I could 
spare no more, and told Tew he must defend the opening to 
the last ; or rather I sent him that order, for the 22nd had 
already got to firing, were in some gonfusion, and matters 
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had put on a dangerous aspect. Tew beat them back, 1)ut 
found plenty of them, and fell himself atout 00 yards within 
tho gap, and there his men held on : he could not have gone 
further, thousands filled the wood, upon whom soon after- 
woi’ds we opened a nine-pounder, through the wall lower 
down, which told tremendously. This relieved Tow’s men, 
who would otherwise have been very sorely pressed ; yet I 
could have aided thenfwith guns had they been beaten back. 

The battle began at nine o’clock, and we formed on the 
opposite side of the Fullaillee at one o’clock, the firing still 
going on, for* the 22nd nearly shot me : they thought a 
native of our army, who was drunk and rode flourishing up 
to me, was a Belooch going to cut me down, and they, let fly 
a volley at him : he escaped, as well as I and those with me !, 
There were enemies in sight then, and it was past one 
o’clock. What the dispatch says was taken from all our 
watches. Waddington is probably right about the extent of 
our front, but not as to the Ameers’ front, which was twelve 
hundred yards. As to the dead he is decidedl;^wrong. Two 
officers counted four hundred bodies within a semicircle of 
60 paces radius, where I was in the battle, near the little 
nullah running into the Fulhiillee. Now to the left of that 
were all those killed by the 12th Regiment, by the grenadiers, 
and by the cavalry : a pretty lot ! the ground was covered 
with dead! Then came the Shikargah, no one can tell 
the number there the wood was so dense, but tho artil- 
lery and Tew’s men killed very many which were not 
(jpunted; finally there were numbers that died of their 
wounds in the country around. 

“ The cavalry never entered, the wod on our left, a horse 
could not go five yards for the brushwood. Waddington, 
being with me, oould only know what pasged with the grena- 
diers and cavalry by hearsay. I never heard that Tucker 
asked Pattle to charge : Tucker was in command of a 
squadron only, Majo? Storey commanded the regiment. 
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When the cavalry advanced Tucker received six balls from 
the village of Kotree, fell, and lay still until taken away : he 
behaved very well, but was not more exposed than others ; he 
was only distinguished by being so much wounded. The 
grenadiers went to the right about by Clibborn s order ; but 
there were a thousand stories about them. The 9th Bengal 
cavalry led the charge, for Jacob, having gone round the 
village, was unable to advance, carafe back, and followed 
the 9th cavalry, which, on entering the river bed wheeled to 
its left a little, while the Scinde horse, led hy Fitzgerald^ 
went headlong at the camp. ^ 

P ought to have led them in mass but he did not. 

He is •bravo as a lion, and has all the quaint humour of 
Munchausen: — for example, he said to Mrs. McKenzie, 

^ Madam, at the battle of Meeanee I perpetrated such de- 
struction that Sir C. Napier rode up and said Colonel P 

deliver your sword! I cannot allow of such slaughter 
even of an enemy. I did deliver my sword, but continued 
to do as muqji execution with the scabbard.' At another 
time he gravely assured an auditor, that after having made 
the 7tli cavalry sharpen their swords, ho suddenly ordered 
them to ‘ carry swords, and in an instant the whole place 
run with blood ! every trooper had cut off his own right 
ear ! so eager were the poor fellows to obey my orders : it 

was a sad accident!’ Such is old P , but as I said 

before, brave as a lion. 

I have, since writing the above, examined all our surveys, 
and find you are right : there is no mistake as to the fron^ 
it was rather more than 1200 yards. The plan in your 
Conquest of Scinde fs perfiectly correct. The front be- 
tween Kotree and the, wall was 700 yards, but that was our 
front, not that of ihe Ameers, which far outflanked us. I 
have since heard, that the Belooch line, not only occupied 
th^^bikargah on their own right, but even extended to the 
bend of the river, beyond the groun^ comprised in your 
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plan. In truth also, both Jacob and ^Tew ought to be in- 
cluded in our front, though not actually in the line of 
battle: Waddington is therefore mistaken on both points. 

“ 1 had advanced before the battle with the 9th cavalry to 
a point on my right, and no doubt that movement was well 
watched from the wood, and troops prepared there to receive 
usr it is hardly possible to doubt this. On rcacliing the 
Shikargah ray decision was taken to flank it, not daring to 
enter such a defile of thick wood on both sides of tlio 
Fullaillee be^ and then it was that I halted' my advanced 
guard and filed my column off to the left. No one can 
believe that men so skilful as the Beloochees are in taking 
up a position, would have left the wood unoccuprod and 
allow mo to march quietly to the bed of the river, to pass 
it, and turn tlieir left flank. Had I been mad enough to 
attempt that movement I should have found myself between 
two deadly matchlock fires from both banks, and been de- 
feated ; for each bank was a parapet, and the cavalry would 
have been useless. Had infantry attacked the wood, it was 
so dense tliat our men must have been broken and fougljt 
singly ; tlien numbers would have told, and the fight have 
been quickly ended by our men having each a host upon 
him with sword and shield. I shall soon have time to 
defend the history from all attacks as to incorrectness. 
Waddington is quite convinced that all he has written is 
correct, but it is not so. I have just accidentally found 
Lieut. Thompsons letter: he belongs to the 9th cavalry 
mi was my orderly officer. 

“ ‘ Simla, May 1844. — Colonel J^attle was mistaken when 
he told you that he received no order to charge at Meeance, 
for you gave the order to ihe ; and I met the colonel about 
half way between the cavalry and infantiy. « He was riding 
towards the latter, and asked me how they were getting on. 

I madfe no reply but told him your order: he said, tell 
Storey, and rode on. , 1 told Storey, and saw the 9 th cavalry 
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advance, and remember Garrett beginning to trot, when 
Storey called out, Aently (Sarrett, gently. On my return I 
met McPherson, who asked me it‘ I had given the order, 
and I think he rode on to the cavalry ; so there can be no 
mistake about the colonel having received an order. 

‘ H. THOMP150N.’ 

“ T can’t find McPherson’s or Pelley’s letters, but they all 
concur : these t\Yo were sent to follow up the order carried 
by Thompson, lest he should be killed.” — They were after- 
wards found, and confirmed ThoiSipson’s. 
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SEVENTEENTH EPOCH. 

THIRD PERIOD. 

When it was found that the attempt to ignore Sir Charles 
Napier’s fame could not suppress the national feeling, the 
vulgar insolence of his enemies became so offensively dis- 
played in public anonymous letters, and in that most base 
and cowardly of all hostilities, private anonymous betters, 
tliat his friends feared his temper might give way, and 
became watchful to interfere, as the subjoined letter from 
his son-in-law to the author discloses. 

** Oct. 24th. — I entirely agree with you on the necessity 
of preventing anything approaching to a duel between the 
general tmd his assailants. Nothing could be more con- 
ducive to the ruin of his cause in the eyes of the world, 
and consequently more satisfactory to his enemies. No 
matter how justified he might bo personally in going out, 
his age, his position, and the present state of public opinion 
forbids such an alternative, and you may depend upon my 
interfering peremptorily and at all risks.” 

These fears w^ere premature : he treated the attacks wdth 
contempt, yet without granting absolute impunity to tliose 
>j^ho did not shelter themsel\^es by writing anonymously. 
When Sir J. Hogg and Mr. Baillie defended, in the Times, 
their statement to the House, about the prize money, ho 
gave them a rebuke, tho provocation to which may bo 
judged from the following characteristic" police by a dis- 
tinguished member of tlie House of Lords — “ Sir James 
Hogg’s letter will hardly satisfy the world that he did not 
for the purposes of delyite, and to create a prejudice against 
you, prompt Mr. Baillie to say what was at the time wholly 
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untrue; what never pould under any circumstances become 
wholly true, and what he and his colleagues intended, if 
tliey could, to render untrue to half the extent of the 
statement made.” 

‘"II. Napier, Oct. 28th. — I yesterday sent my answers to 
Hogg and Baillie. You will be amused, as Montagu and I 
were, at the account we heard from an ear witness of Lord 
Brougham’s bringing Hogg to the bar of the House of 
Lords, for some transaction about sugar as we understood. 
When Hogg appeared, 73roughara called aloud, * Sus hor- 
ridus* And then suddenly said, " Mr. Hogg, oh ! I heg 
your pardon : I addressed you in ydur chrysalis state. 
I fofipot you are now a haronet butterfly. Sir Peter 
Hogg.* And during his speech, every time he named him 
it was Sir Peter, or something else, but nefer Sir James 
Hogg. Now all this passed as good fun in the Lords, but 
it appears my saying " this Hogg^ in my letter, is shocking ! 
Lord Fitzroy advised me to call on the directors, but I 
told him I would see thorn at the devil first. How^ever if 
all the world and his wife had advised me to call on them 

and not to write my first letter, I would not do the first 

and would do the second again : perhaps I shall do it again. 
I was treated like a dog by this Hogg, and will bite. What 
I said was true, namely that it was a malignant falsehood 
in intention and in fact : truth is truth and I will tell it. 
I will not bear insult and injury without resentment: and^ 
this on principle, for as to feeling I have none against the 
Hogg.” 

He was now called to^Dublin by an invitation for a great 
banquet in the Rotunda, which, however, was not got up 

without an intrigue jthat went • nigh to prevent it alto- 

gether. AmongsU other things it was so* contrived, that 
the writer of this biography should not be invited, although 
especially named by Sir C. Napier as one he desired to have 
present. With this explanation the aljusions in his letters 
will be understood so for as it is necessary. The banquet 
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was very splendid, and amongst the Ejpeakers, Mr. Wiiite- 
side was coTisj3icuous from his eloquence, and that pas- 
sionate warmth which indicates the sincerity of a groat 
orator s feelings. He compared Charles Napiers treatment 
to that of the elder Soipio. 

Geni. W. Napier, Oct. 17. — Prince George and 
Blakeney have treated me very honorably. The dinner wei]t 
off splendidly : it really was magnificent. Bliikcncy and the 
prince were there ; but very few soldiers. The garrison was 
huffed, owing to a mistake made by the committee, no- 
thing against rne : more when we meet. Whiteside gave 
his mind about me. 

“Miss Napier, Nov. 19. — ^Would that some of yeu had 
been here to witness the warm reception I liavo met with^ 
if I loved Ireland before, gratitude makes me love her moro 
now : my father and mother seemed to rise before my eyes 
to witness the feelings of Dublin towards me. Would to 
God some of you had been here! 

“ M. Genl. W. Napier. Carton, Nov. — I have found out 
how matters wont about your not being asked. The com- 
mittee did desire Farrell to ask who I pleased. At this 
time, or rather immediately after, the T. Y. letter appeared 
and the whole of the government Whigs went to work, 
tooth and nail, not only to abuse you, but on the strength 
of my Hogg letter to prevent the dinner altogether: one of 
.them on the committee withdrew his name, and he was fol- 
lowed by others. Then, from some mistake. Sir E. Blakeney 
vas not asked, and Prince George sent an excuse because 
Blakeney was unasked : the militip'y invitations had been 
confided to the half-pay oflScere, who'blundered about Bldlfe- 
ney. John Kennedy was lat Limerick when he heard that 
Blakeney would* not come ; he jumped into the train, went 
straight to Blakeney, and asked him why ? ‘ Simply Kennedy 
because I have received no invitation. No one respects Sir 
Charles more than n^^self, bat I cannot go unless invited.* 
“The committee knew not why the invitation had not 
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goiia. John went to the prince, who accepted at once, saying 
1)6 })ad only refused on acct)iint of Blakeney. All went 
smooth then, but the Whigs out of the committee, the 
Castle government Whigs, made a sot against the dinner ; 
and this state of doubt and intrigue existed up to the day 
of my arrival, for Blakcney's acceptance of the invitation 
was only settled that morning. Had tlie error about him 
not oociirred all would have gone well from the first ; but 
that nearly upset the dinner. Evory Kennedy, without 
letting the committee know a word of the matter, wrote to 
mo to stop your going. All this I have made out; it ac- 
quits the committee and resolves itself into whether Evory 
Kennedy j^tdged well or ill. Ho wants me now not to stay 
a^noinent in Dublin on my return from Newcastle, whither 
I am going : ho says that Lord Clarendon will be back, and 
be fancies will show bis Whig feelings against you and mo, 
and therefore wants me away while popular opinion is high. 

I told him that I would positively call on the lord- lieu tenant ; 
not to do more than leave my name, but that to fail in per- 
sonal respect for the Queens representative would put a 
sharp sword into my enemies hands.” 

From this pijpposal, the nature of the hostility to Charles 
Napier may be measured. He, a conqueror and pacificator 
of nations, covered with wounds, and being enthusiastically 
received in the capital of Ireland, was exhorted by the 
lord-Iieutenanf s physician, for such Dr. Kennedy was, to fly 
from that capital, lest the absent lord- lieutenant should re- 
turn to do him wrong — should ofier him insult ! The victor ^ 
of Meeanee and Hydrabad, was to snatch at a momcntaiy 
popji|p,rity, and then disappear from Lord Clarendon’s frown ! 
He who never fled from^fire was totfly from smoke ! Fear ! 
on which side was^thg fear, whose presence was most dreaded ? 
The intrigue to keep the writer of this from the banquet, and 
the attempt to stop that banquet answers : but there were 
other answers. Dublin was not the qnly place in Ireland 
where honours awaited the qonqueafor of ^cinde. At Lime- 
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rick especially the Irish feeling hrojce out, and civilians 
strove with military men to Sisplay their enthusiasm. It 
was with a swelling heart therefore he returned to Chelten- 
ham in December, deeply touched by the evidences of Irish 
sentiments and Irish feelings towards liim, which no Whig 
intrigues could repress or adulterate. 

His thoughts were now naturally turned upon the siege 
of Mooltan, and the rising war in the Punjaub, which he 
bad so often predicted ; and which his keen perception of 
public influences told him would lead to the discomfiture of 
the directors* miserable policy. Heartily did he despise 
and condemn them, and with good reason ; for to the public 
interest they were as a body false, and to him pfirsonally 
foul, beyond even the common run of faction. At this time 
however thdr attempts to deprive him of prize money was 
signally baffled. Nefarious as it was intricate, their process 
has been set forth at length in his posthumous work ; but 
hero only a succinct notice can be taken : thus it runs. 

The directors first tried to appropriate all the prize money, 
and deprive both the Queen’s and their own troops of tlio re- 
woi’d of their valour. This was nothing new in their history. 
A letter from Lord Wellesley, recorded in fgs Lives of the 
Lindsays, distinctly states that he was offered one hundred 
thousand pounds to connive at the directors defrauding the 
troops who stormed Seringapatam, In the Scinde case royal 
authority stopped them, and it was designed that Lord Ellcn- 
borough should be made trustee for its fair distribution : but 
, by some secret process the directors got themselves substi- 
tuted instead of Lord Ellenborough — an arrangement cha- 
racterized by a lady, who ki\ew t£em well, as “ making tlie 
cruel uncle trustee for the babes in the wood.” Soon they 
justified the sarcasm, by an eflbrt to deprive Sir C. Napier 
separately of half his shore : again they were baflied. The 
. Toyol, warrant admitted of an appeal to the Lords of thS 
Ttmmrj ; the opinions of Lord Ellenborough, of Lord Hai- 
dinge, and Wellington were asked for and given strongly in 
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favour of the generals claim ; the Treasury Lords decided 
in tliat sense, and the directors had to swallow dishonour 
instead of money ! 

The directors in support of their view liad offered irrele- 
vant precedents, withheld the true ones, and absolutely, at 
first, refused to produce those really relevant. A stringent 
order from the Lords compelled them to lay open the ar- 
chives, and their despicable chicanery was instantly detected 
and laid bare by Mr. John George Phillimore, in a legal me- 
moir which obtained justice for Charles Napier. But even 
then they contrived to withhold froiil him a large sum, as 
bhall be shewn in this work, further on. Little however 
did thi^ affair affect his mind; so little that his letters donut 
contain the slightest allusion to the struggle or victory : he 
despised alike the money and the men, and fo1:tune had for 
him in store another and a nohler triumph over the latter. 
Meanwhile, as might be expected, he had many letters from 
the East, ‘touching the progress of the war and the state of 
affairs; the subjoined are from a native, whose broken Eng- 
lish and foreign idiom do not lessen the historical value 
of his communications. 

“ Oct. 6th. — Greatly honoured by your letter of August 
12th, I offer you my prayers for thus remembering your poor 
servant. My reason of not writing you before was, that 
although I knew the real state of matters in Punjaub and 
Mooltan, the papers, specially Bombay and Delhi, most indus- 
triously were circulating contrary of what I knew and thought, 
so that really, for some time, I was deceived myself; and, 
Shaik Ally Hussein, and Pier Ibrahim, both were dispising 
Mfjplraj, and ridiculing IJfinjaub to such a degree, that many 
officers really gave up all hope* of jaeeing service. Now the 
curtain is removed, and* Punjaub is really in a most deplor- 
able condition : tfnd General Whish is surrounded at Mool- 
tan, and British officers in Puryauh are in a most dangerous 
situation. , 

“ I shall give you an outiHfie leview of since I wrote last. 
VOL. IV. o 
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The Seikhs were playing the same tripk as the Ameers un- 
snccessfully played with you®", they wanted to draw the 
British troops in the hottest season to Mooltan and then to 
crush them, which they have partially succeeded. When 
Edwardes returned from Lahore to rise some Mussulmons 
against the Dewon, Sir F. Currie amused himself hy bribing 
the people to divulge the conspiracy, and lianged several un- 
fortunate individuals, and removed Eanee the queen to 
Benares, and then, just as usual, dispised others and called 
them to be fools and left them alone, or did not take such 
measures as would insure the future peace, hut looked at the 
sirdars with suspicion, and the sirdars to him the same. 

“ As for Moolraj, when be saw that no British troops 
moved from Lahore, or the provinces, he tried anotlier stra- 
tagem and begun to play with Edwardes, and retreated after 
some partial fights. This encouraged Mr. Edwardes and be 
called for the Nawab's troops: they both chased Moolraj 
and shut him .up in the fort of Mooltart. Many people were 
joining Moolraj from Bhawalpoor and Punjaub, but ho, I 
positively know, discouraged the Mooselmons and dismissed 
them with some promises, hut be kept the Seikhs. Ho had 
always 16,000 good stout Seikhs, and well able to crush 
Mr. Edwardes at any moment, hut his object was to draw on 
some British troops. So he begun to supplicate and pray 
for pardon and asked that his life might be spared, and his 
friends in Edwardes' camp gave out that he had undermined 
his saraglio and was about to poison himself ; and Edwardes, 
^after Uiose victories and reducing his enemy to such extremity 
os poison, really believed and thought himself Clive, Wel- 
lesley, and as some chqsed to cail him, Picton and Crau- 
fijrd altogether. He did not thought his glory would be 
complete, unless h^ took*!Moolraj unconditionally and hanged 
him where Messrs. Agnew and Andersdn were murdered. • 
But far from these, not only himself but Sir F. Currie 
were duped hy the Seikhs and Moolraj ; and when E. thought 
that Moolraj only kAA out for fear for his life, wrote to Sir 
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]'\ and told him tliQ| if a single brigade and some gims would 
be sent down Moolraj would*at once give up unconditionally. 
But at the same time everybody knew, and he could not have 
concealed that Moolraj was daily casting guns and had 
15,000 men ; and he hud all the allies with Edwardes favour- 
ing him, with the exception of Bhawalpoor Seikhs, and they, 
the allies, mustered more than 12,000 good men and 15 guns. 

“ Sir F. Currie with a masterly skill which you might 
expect from a civilian, sent 7000 men under General 
Whish in the hottest season with very little chance of 
two- thirds of them getting near Mooltan serviceable, to 
provide against 30,000 men and a fort which the engineers 
called impugnable. That was all what Moolraj wanted, 
^nd the day General Wliish arrived before Mooltan he, 
Moolraj, came out to tell Edwardes that lie ‘did not want 
him to spare his life, and drove him out of his camp, and 
\ery nearly crushing him and his ally Bhawalpoor ; but the 
Soikh allies interfered between Moolraj and flying Edwards, 
and thus ho was saved. As for Geneilkl Whish, ho lost 
about thirty, forty Europeans, and his camp encumbered 
with sick. He was so far assured by E. and Sir F. 0. 
of success that at first he was afraid the fort might sur- 
render before his arrival, and so hurried on and was very 
glad when he reached before Mooltan. Calculating upon 
the wealth of Moolraj about two corrores (crores) he lost 
no time in appointing Captain Whish and Mr. Wheeler as 
prize agents, but next day the engineers said the place could 
not be token with liis small force. 

To try an experiment he attacked a small Durrumsolla, 
in which he was not suecesafel, and in the fight of 11th, 
12th, 13tb, he lost more than. twenty officers and 300 
European soldiers aild natives, but this Ipss is not pro- 
perly mentioned. I believe the whole loss is mnch more 
than this, but most likely you will see an official report 
wliich must be correct, Bhawalpoor loses immense num- 
ber of men, Patteh Muhamed Q-boree loses his eldest son, 

G 2 
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and many sirdars of note: the genqral retreats and en- 
trenches himself about eight c6s (sixteen miles) from Mool- 
tan and there is now waiting reinforcements. 

Moolraj’s cavalry, 10,000 or 12,000 Seikhs and Mussul- 
mons, are watching and attacking every individual who ven- 
ture out of the cantonments. Moolraj now musters about 

30.000 good brave and stout Seikhs and Mussulmon sol- 
diers, and expects Cliutter Sing the new elected commander 
in chief in Punjaub, to join him in a few days with about 

15.000 or 20,000 men, when he will attack General Whish 
and after getting rid of him he will reduce Bhawalpoor, 
Ahmedpore and wherever he can find some money of 
Bhawalpoor. The real state of things are kept so dark, 
the papers are so close, that hardly people can know’^ whap 
is going on, ^unless some merchants venture to send some 
news to their friends. But what I can guess, General 
Whish cannot retreat, his only communication is vid 
Bhallpoor, while his entrenchment is near the river and 
he gets forage and provisions from the other bank, and 
many of his cattle he has lost. 

“ As for Punjaub, Sir F. Currie is daily holding councils 
and doing nothing ; it is reported that Attock has been gar- 
risoned by 1000 country patans, and Goovind Ghur is gar- 
risoned by a regiment of cavalry, but Kangra is in the 
hands of the Seikhs. Duleeb Sing and three other sirdars 
are close prisoners at Lahore. Ko-hi-noor, the big diamond, 
is on its way to Calcutta. Goolab Sing is proclaimed Wuzzeer 
to the Punjaub and Dhuleep Sing Maharajah, but the former 
as regent to the latter while in the hands of the English. 
Merchants letters from Amritzir, not said in the news- 
papers, say Goolab has collected 70,000 or 80,000 men, 
principally those dismissed Seikhs of the old Punjaub army 
and he can concentrate them together in bne week, and he 
means to do that in Dussera (this week). His number of 
artillery 1 do not know but he is casting guns and had 
many before. Besid^ this force there are 80,000 men of 
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the line in the service of the Durbar, ho has a depot at 
Kashmere and many other places, enlisting, drilling and 
arming people, I expect it will be a dreadful war. 

“ Moolraj with 00,000 or 70,000 men is to oppose the 
Bombay and Scindo army, Goolab Sing and many others are 
to deal with Lord Gongh and Bengalese. You must have 
Europeans, and to tell the truth, the natives are no match 
for Seikhs and Affghans. It is now many more times more 
difficult to subdue Punjaub than 1840 when Lord Hardinge 
had the power to do so, because the object of the Seikhs 
then was to destroy their refractor^ troops, and the sirdars 
accepted promises, nay took bribes too ; but now they will 
not take bribes, and animated with great hatred for the way 
riiey were treated, and the Seikhs will turn out to a man, 
unless something extraordinary may happen to prevent, 
which I cannot vouch for at present. Sir F. Currie can- 
not deal with the cunning diplomacy of Goolab Sing and 
the Seikhs, and from the commencement of his career up to 
this day, the only praise he had, or deserved, was that in 
presenting a sword to the reporter who got him the news 
of the conspiracy at Lahore, and he delivered a speccli like 
Ferdoosee the celebrated Persian poet. 

“ What an infinite service the capture of Scinde is now 
to the honourable Company. The Affghans have now come 
down to near Quettah to the number 4000, they say their 
intention is not to assist Moolraj, but they wish to take 
Quettah from the Khan of Khelat; but I know it posi- 
tively they had merchants and others, and ascertained from- 
them that their route lies via Bolan Pass, Sebree to Sha- 
poor, and then to Mitteatote., At Sliapoou they will meet 
with Jacob’s horse, and in their route; they will most probably 
meet with some force from Shikarpoor, and for these reasons 
they have abandoned going to Moolraj. What they might 
do in future is not known but at present there is an obstacle 
between Mooltan and them. Had you^o please some people 
not taken Scinde and left it in the hands* of Ameers, what it 
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would have been now ! Instead of fiae river with steamers 
and boats, good road full of supplies and safety, they might 
have found a large number of Belooohees and forts in Scinde, 
backed by Seikhs and Affgbans to subdue and take ; and in 
the meantime their ally the Bhawalpoor be smashed to pieces 
before a single man could be sent to save him. Now the 
Bombay army pours in at Kurraoheo from steamers and the 
only delay they have to proceed is the commissariat, which 
is deficient in everything.*' 

It will be remarked that it was at this very time, when 
these advantages were most felt, that the directors wore 
busily striving to deprive the general, to whose valour they 
owed them, of bis prize money. 

Government has been very stingy, would not orde- 
camels to be bought. Major Goldney has collected 3000, 
but what it is ? Four European regiments and six natives 
besides artillery and cavalry to assist General Whish ; they 
want 20,000 camels. Perhaps they mean plenty of boats ; 
however I do not think the Bombay will be able to act 
before December, perhaps not so soon. General Achmuty 
is to command the whole. Colonel Shaw ordered the 0th 
and Jacob’s horse to march on Mooltan and received a 
severe reprimand for doing so without orders, hut the 
times demanded it Expresses are daily pouring in from 
General Whisb and Sir F. Currie asking for assistance. 
Lord Gough is to command all — but when can he muster 
50,000 men to take the Punjab ? 

“ Goolab Sing has on immense treasure, and any sirdar 
have more or less wealth. They have offered 15 rupees a 
month to every deserter, apd if'«a man some promotion, 
and an oflScer rank perliaps they have. It is a trying time. 
I have reliance in Bombay troops, l>ut for the Bengalese I 
cannot say much. The Seikhs are distributing proclama- 
tions that the British rules are over in the Punjaub. Goolab 
Sing has been in cammnntcation with Dost Mohamed, I 
cannot say whether he has reedved promise of aid. Per- 
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haps he has got the ussurance that during the stioiggle with 
the English the Affghans wilfnot molest him. 

The post closes now, and I must tell a few more words 
about Punjaub. Mr. Currie is now giving out I hear, that 
Goolab is innocent although he has proof of his treachery 
in his hands, but apparently wishes not to frighten him. 
But he is deceiving himself. Goolab Sing is well known 
as a statesman, he is cleverest man ever India produced. 
I dare say the govemor-general knew how tliis man assisted 
and advised the rebels at Cabool, and be threw obstacles 
in the way of English sending reinforcements to Cabool ; 
also his cunningness in appropriating the wealth of Bungect 
Sing, and his duplicity in the war at the Sutlege. We 
know this longer than Major Smith or Macgregor mentions 
history of Punjaub, yet the English made him la. maharajah, 
and gave him such a power as he will now use to his own 
advantage. I am told that the moment he saw a civilian 
placed at the head of Punjaub he said, now isiilie time 
to play another Cabool trick. All the news I give you is 
not from the public papers, but merchants’ sowcars’ letters 
to myself, and I know to be positively true, Shaik Ally 
Hussain seldom writes, but is full of flattery, and abuse to 
the enemy, tlierefore can't be much truth ; by this Mr. 
Edwards and Sir E, Currie were both deceived. 

The same, October 2Bth. — Before news, some references 
to my last letter. I said Goolab had 70,000 men in dif- 
ferent places. This has not yet appeared in any newspaper, 
but I believe it true, my authority was a letter from 
Umritzer. And an Affghan merohmit who is here now 
speaks many stories of.Goolab and his family, and it is 
interesting. He says be was intimfite with some of Goolab s 
family and has beard* from them. The Seikhs after the 
battle of Sobraofl never expected the British to march on 
Lahore and divide their territory, and Goolab Sing being 
inimical to Lall Sing, purposely kept himself back until 
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after tlie battle not to assist them witfii his advice. After 
the partition of the Punjauh and conclusion of the treaty 
the Seikhs were stupified and did not know who to blame 
for treachery. Some blamed Lall Sing, and others blamed 
Goolab Sing, and the grant of Kashrnere to the latter was 
purposely to create enmity between him and the Sikhs. 
Had he refused to take Kashrnere the English would have 
given it to some one else to prevent its being in the hands 
of the Sikh Durbar. 

Immediately after the departure of Lord Hardinge to 
India, the Lahore Durbar were intriguing against the 
English, and the disbanded troops wanted to divide into 
bunds and commence plundering. Goolab Sing said it was 
too soon, but really he had no confidence in Lall Sing., 
and at Kaslimere his treachery was exposed through the 
intrigues of Goolab, who said, As soon as we get rid of 
Lall Sing the better for the Punjaub. And the whole 
disbanded troops were secretly fed and paid by Goolab 
under different pretences, through confidential agents, and 
is at present doing so. 

“ This merchant talks a great deal about Goolab s views 
and ideas of the Company s rule in India, and treatment 
of its people. I mean to take them all in writing, they 
are of such nature. It was believed Chuttur Sing would 
come to Mooltan, but he has resolved to stay at Hazarah, 
'where he is daily increasing. Goolab sent two regiments 
and some guns against him, and they joined Chuttur Sing. 
On being asked by Sir F. Currie he answered that Lord 
Hardinge had forced those regiments on him and he always 
expected such a thing would ha^en. Now, freshly two 
more regiments deserted jftnm Jumnoo ^and joined Chuttur 
Sing, and Goglah shews this reasoA— that he gives them 
seven rupees and Chuttur offers fifteen m6nthly. But the 
fact is, he sends his old troops, nearly 25,000 in number, 
iu details to Chuttur, and himself employs those disbanded 
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men who were formeAy in hi§ secret pay, and preparations 
are going on very extensively at Kashmere, Jumnoo, and 
all over the Punjaub hills. 

** It is very difiScult to form a proper idea of their 
intentions. I am afraid the Sikhs are too cunning to fight 
in the plains : tliey will keep up a desultory war, fight in 
^tho hills, fortresses, rob the Dawks and prevent supplies. 
Plundering is already going on near Lahore, proclamations 
and placards abusing the English are everywhere, and the 
politicals are doing such deeds as to lose their trust and 
disgust the Seikhs. I am told Mr. Nicholson and Captain 
Abbott wrote to the Hazarees, that if they will drive Chuttur 
Sing out throe years' revenue should be remitted ; the result 
^as every Haznreo, who w’as in their camp deserted before 
Chuttur fired a shot and the officers were obliged to fly. 
Major Edwardes wrote to Futteh Khan I’awanah, to as- 
semble and kill and plunder the Sikhs in Dera-Gazee-Khan 
and Bunnoo. But no sooner had he assembled his tribe 
than the Sikhs killed him and a European by name Thom. 
Holmes. This Futteh’s tribe of Tawanah, a very strong 
people, and always refractory to Moolraj and the Lahore 
Durbar. When Major Edwardes was coming from Lahore 
to attack Moolraj, this chief joined him, and Edwardes 
appointed him governor of Bunnoo and Dera-Gazee-Khan, 
and he was a loyal subject and so lost his life. 

General Whish is said to be now better off. Edwardes 
has been busy, writing false letters from General Shere 
Sing, to fall into the hands of Moolraj to create suspicion, 
in which he partially succeeded and prevented Moolraj 
attacking him. Shere iJing Jjas now left Mooltan with 
10,000 men and fiffeen guns. Moolraj paid his men two 
months* wages, and they themselves intercepted two lacs 
coming from Lciore, and have occupied the forts of 
Munkiera and Jhung, collecting revenue of that province 
and Dehra Ismael Khan : there are m|iny Seiks there who 
would join them at once^ I believe they have done this, 

Q 8 . 
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that when a large army comes to ihvest Mooltan Shere 
Sing will come every now and then and annoy them : 
many boats of ammunition and stores have been already 
plundered.' 

“ Provisions are very dear in Mooltan but the grand 
magazine has not been touched; they are still dearer in 
General Whish’s camp, and he has lost many camels and^ 
bullocks, and is only able to guard his guns and siege-train, 
because there is no attack. Certainly Moolraj has been 
very inactive of late, there must be some cause : he is I 
believe following the plan of Goolab Sing, not to give the 
English the pleasure of a general action ; but he has now 
from 20 to 22,000 men and 75 guns : he has doubly 
strengthened his fort and citadel and has cut a canal where 
he can fill the ditch and inundate the country. Shere Sing 
is also making himself strong and taking all the resources. 
Chuttur Sing at Hazarah has more than 20,000 men, and 
is daily increasing from Jumnoo. Depend upon it there is 
a great gome playing at Lahore and Kashmere ; and it is 
very extraordinary none of the politicals knew it, or could 
guess at it. And what is more I hear, but don’t know 
if true, that the Seikhs managed to get themselves indebted 
to the British nearly two crores of rupees before this revolt 
became known — who is to repay ? 

“ Now something about our own dispatch in work. I 
never saw such confusion and delay and indecision in the 
^British army before : in Lord Keane’s campaign there was 
great slack, but nothing to compare to this now. From 
15th September to this 27th October the whole commissariat 
collectors and subordinate^ cou'ld not put a number of 
camels together and coUect provisions.^ The Fuziliers were 
twice in orders to move by land and no camels ; twice in 
orders to go by steam to the mouth of the river, and once 
actually they sent their baggage and got it back again, 
and were finally a week in orders before starting. No 
provisions at Hydrabad, nothing at Sukkur, where grain 
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and everything is getting dearer and dearer, the army will 
not act before January 1845. Up to this day wo only 
see an army on paper, hut not at Ferozepoor. 

It is said Lord Gough will have 20,000 men, there are 
12,000 in the Jullunder and 6000 at Mooltan, at Lahore 
8000. From Jullunder and Mooltan be cannot draw a man, 

* because in the former most of the regiments are Sikhs who 
will desert, and in the latter General Achmuty takes only 
6500, and there must be at least 12,000 there. There is 
talk of levelling the walls of Lahore, by which the garrison 
might spare 5000 out of the 8000. With this 26,000 men 
Lord Gough will have to take the whole Punjaub and the 
hills besides, if he can, which I doubt. Meanwhile many 
•antonments will be left naked in India ; certainly the 
governor-general has ordered 20,000 fresh troops, hut when 
will they come and be fit for the ranks ? 

‘‘ Now to the main point, expence of this war. There is 
no cash in the treasury, and very little in the country. The 
government is talking of raising a 6 per cent, loan; they 
cannot get much oven at 8 per cent., because the people who 
have money can make 12 or more per cent, in another quar- 
ter ; some say the government will get money from England. 

I say they had better not. If they do, the interest must be 
sent from India and money goes out of the country. To 
the Indians they can delay payment a year or more as to 
interest, but in England they , can’t. If they would send 
you to India as governor of tlie Punjaub, you will findP 
many petty chiefs and rajahs who will he glad to purchase 
their liberty by paying some portion of expencej and many 
towns that have assisted insurgents will he happy to pay 
contributions, and thus war will maintain war. It is a mis- 
take that Indians will *not submit to this tz;patment : they 
did so to Nadir Shah and to Ahmed Shah, why not to the 
English? But the politicals will be a&aid, and Lord 
Gough will not think of it. - The Ba^ah of Puttialla could 
with ease lend the government a crore of rupees and other 
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rajahs in proportion : there is nothing difficult before ac- 
tivity energy and boldness; but pity the mainspring is 
somewhat slack, there is no head. Everything is procur- 
able, but iUrequircs a strong hand to turn the big wheels, 
and the small ones then go quick enough. 

There is a general report and belief that you must come 
for the rmijaub, and every person in India, even your 
bitter enemies, cannot now help, but cry out for you, as the 
only chief wlio is able to take the Punjaub and save India. 
The papers say and with justice that your name is sufficient, 
and as good as twenty thousand men. The Sikhs have as 
yet been too much for our politicals, and ever will be so. 
In this day they have let them plan their schemes with great 
dexterity and acuteness, deceiving all those wise heads round 
them. 

I shall shew you when written what Goolab Sing said 
of his family, about residents, our politicals and Lord Har- 
dingc and Gough : you will be surprized that such clever 
men are in India. He laughs at the whole, and attributes 
the success mainly upon the unity and confidence which the 
English have in one another, and defiance and disunion in 
the natives, and not at all from cleverness. The politicals 
are now doing their best to rise the Musselmons against the 
Seikhs by promises of great remuneration ; and Goolab 
Sing wishes to get some one from Cabool, or even Sirdar 
Sooltau Mahomed Khan of Peshawur to come in the field, 
^hen the whole Mussulmon soldiers will join his standard, 
and come to the English, but only for large payment, not 
for the love of religion or liberty, which they underatand 
very little of the latter and thpy can* exercise the former here 
under the Sikhs.” 

Here the n^itive s story ends but a letter from an officer 
not addressed to the general continues the tale of blunders. 

Camp, Mooltan, 15th Oct. — Your ideas of Mooltan are 
not far out; in fact they were more correct than those 
formed here : so much for politicals. An important paper 
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called ^ Observatioftrt on Raising the Siege,' I have not 
been able to get : it might have given a good idea of the 
position we are in — hnmbnggod into, I should say, by poJiticfd 
nonsense ; and we will be again unless we can get a general 
who will really act nt once, and bo one head. They may 
say ns they like, but politicals are not the only clog to 
military operations : an over-prudent general is worse. Only 
fancy Shere Sing, with 8000 men and ten guns, being 
allowed to leave Mooltan and march towards Lahore, and 
no attempt made to take advantage of the false step to cut 
him off, though there was actually paraded for the purpose 
1000 British sabres with eighteen guns; and as many irre- 
gulars, our allies and as good men as Shero Sing’s. A 
brigade could well have been spared from camp to watch 
Moolraj, if ho sallied, which w^as unlikely, ho having hut 
1000 cavalry and eight light field pieces. It was throe days 
before Shere Sing could get across the river, which he did 
within fifteen miles of us ! And all this time wc did uotliing 
hxiijaw, holding councils and taking the opinions of poli- 
ticals. Now that Shere Sing has really gone, it is amusing to 
see how anxious every party is to have understood that they 
had nothing to say to it: the general says, if it had not b('en 
for the politicals he would have done so and so; the poli- 
ticals retort upon the inactivity of the troops. 

“ Changes of such importance have place daily, it would 
be difficult to see the turn things are likely to take ; but this 
move of Shere Sings to join his respectable parent, Chuttutf*’ 
' and the gathering in Ilazarah and the margin districts, 
would lead one to imagine the inflammation will come to a 
head somewhere in the north, gr nearer Lahore, and not at 
Mooltan. And they would seem to think so at Ferozepoor, 
for all the troops destined for us have been (jounterraanded, 
and we are to rely on Bombay : they cannot spare a man ! 
So much for reducing the army! Five hundred of Jacob’s 
horse, under Merewetber, were within a few marches of us 
t ” ;Bnd were ordered back — This was part*of the force ordered 
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forward by Colonel Shaw, for which htf was reprimanded. — 
“ It will be December before the troops arrive and be fit to 
work in the trenches. Meanwhile I should not wonder if 
some folly were committed, for the general seems to have got 
the bit at last between his teeth, and now that he hears of 
troops and generals from Scinde coming up declares he 
must do something I It is a pity he did not think of that 
early. 

“ He talks of bombarding the place with tliirtcen mortars 
at 2000 yards : to say the least of this it will be a very cruel 
measure, and if the object is to take the place the chances 
are it will not succeed ; we shall have another failure and 
be obliged to break into trenches before our reinforce- 
ments arrive. All the engineers and artillery in camp, with 
exception of the senior oflScer, are against this project 
Something must however be done. Take the bull by the 
horns and walk into the city, which can be easily escaladed, 
no ditches and the wall only 24 feet high ! What say you ? 
We want Sir C. Napier here to be our head tmd leader, and 
tliere is a report that ho is coming. I was amused lately by 
one of our doubtful Sikh friends asking if it was true that 
the Burra Saheb from Scinde was coming — the ^ Sheitan ha 
BaoeJ Upon being answered yes, ho muttered Moolraj — 
he din — bund hy Seik hey he mulluh gaye — tha day of 
Moolraj is closed and the Sikh country is gone.” 

Another officer, same date, says '' We have a very queer 
general; the only thing he appears interested about 'is trying 
some rockets, which however will not go off— made in 1830. 
(Economy 1 How I wish Sir Charles were here, it would be 
very different: for myself I ^thinS. all the politicals have 
been humbugged to a .certain degree, especially about 
Mooltan!” . 

A letter from Cheltenham thus enlarges* the story of the 
siege. 

" I have beard from Mooltan of a curious circumstance 
connected with Moolraj’s spirited attack on the head-quaiter > 
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column. He had designed to fall on anoUier division, all 
Sepoys, under Colonel Marram 32nd Queens; but this 
division having made a forced march, Moolraj oversliot it 
and fell upon General Whish’s column of Europeans in the 
night. Now it so happened, that Edwardes and Shere Sing 
were shifting ground that night, and by some blundering, 
common to irregulars, saluted each other in passing. Whish 
heard their hring, stnick his tents, and made his men lay 
down on their arms ; half an hour after he was attacked by 
Moolraj, who expected, and in ordinary circumstances would 
have found all asleep. Moolraj appears to be no mean 
opponent. They have a ridiculous way in India of sneering 
at and undervaluing an enemy: the common cry was oh! 
4hat Bunniah Moolraj will never come to the scratch, his 
own troops will laugli at him. They forget the Bunniah 
has powerful auxiliaries in the Sun, and has lots of cash. 
How will Lord Gough handle his 80,000 fighting men, with 
J 50,000 followers, hopping over the face of the country like 
locusts and about as easily controlled ? The general came 
home last night from Ireland : they received him loyally at 
Limerick, and not content with cheering him as on ordinary 
occasions, followed him to his carriage and continued cheer- 
ing him in the rain. 

“ M. Gcnl. W. Napier, December. — All is quiet in Scinde. 
It is said my name is rising, and my sayings about the Pun- 
jaub are rife. From what I hear of Mr. Pringle” — his suc- 
cessor in Scinde — “ he is acting with great good sense and 
carrying on my system with great care ; this is pleasant to 
me. I venture to say they would do well to send me to 
India ; they will find imw th jt I was a better prophet by 
chalks, than they were, when I said at Lahore ^ You may now 
conquer the PunjauS without further hlqfidshed; in a 
year or two it will cost plenty* Then this siege 1 This 
miserable outpost has already cost as many men and officers 
as Meeonee. The elements of disasters abound and the 
soldiers cannot always fight us througB, Mischief may he 
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expected, when 30,000 men, haying 70 pieces of artillery, find 
the thing most dangerous. The poor people hero who have 
sons at Mooltan think they arc * all safe now in their en- 
trenchmentH* This is the tone of the letters from Mooltan. 
You will agree with me that the spirit of being aafe will not 
help the bloody work which awaits them : it argues a fear 
of the Sikhs. In Whish’s place I should dread it. Mooltan 
would have been cheap at any cost, for the sake of cover from 
the sun and malaria of September, October and November, 
but if the reinforcements arrive safe and the season proves 
healthy all may yet go well. 

“December lOt^. — I quite agree with your plans of cam- 
paign for the Punjaub, but think the war will not be con- 
ducted in the bold way you suggest. Why did not Whish 
send Edwardes* men after Shere Sing ? They were three 
to one, and had gained two victories, at least it is so said, 
and they had Whish s army to fall back on. However^ 
the enemy may possibly blunder as much as ourselves, and 
Goolab is too intriguing for the bold plan you propose, 
which would bother Gough, Neither of them will break 
through habits: one will intrigue and the other move on 
imprudently ; it is their nature but if either adopted your 
plan he would assuredly win! 

“ Goolab lives in Jumnoo, which is said to be in a jungle 
so thick as to be impenetrable, the secret entrances being 
strongly barricaded. In Gough’s place I would have head- 
quarters and magazines at Bamnuggur, some 50 miles 
from Lahore, and halt there until Mooltan was taken, but 
attacking any Sikh force within reach. Wlien Mooltan falls 
Whish should mount the river with the Bombay troops to 
Bhotas, forty miles north of Bamnuggur ; thus he would 
sweep the doabs, concentrate the operations, and cut the 
communications between Jumnoo and the Hazai'ee country. 
I would then leave the Bombay force at Bhotas, and with 
the Bengal corps mafch upon Jumnoo, which would pro- 
bably end the war : if not the Bombay corps should march 
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upon Attock, and the Bengal corps enter Cashmere either 
by the Bimber, if the hot weather had arrived, or by Mu- 
ziifferabad if the snow still covered the passes. By this plan 
Goolab would not dare to quit Jumnoo, either as friend or 
foe; he would be isolated, and our people concentrated and 
in command of the rivers. If Goolab had courage and 
ability to adopt your plan and w^as beaten, I would march 
direct upon Jumnoo, not upon Ramnnggur. Such are my 
views of the plan to follow, taking the character of Goolab 
into consideration ; and it comes as near to yours as possible, 
filling up the details of your general sketch. I believe Cash- 
mere is sliut up by snow all winter, except by Muzufferabad, 
and there the entrance is difficult, but dt opens soonest, 
(goolab is hated in Cashmere : it was there * he take most 
j*leasure to skin de men alive* as a half Scotch, half Sikh 
man told me; adding ^ and dey likes it, and links it very 
2 noper! Still they don’t like being fleeced as well as flayed ! 

** December 15th. — I think with you, the Sikhs will likely 
make their traditional defence as you term it, and Goolab 's 
nature tends that way. My native correspondent exagge- 
rates, like all those people, but at the same time I doubt 
whether any of our people know Shero Sing's force, because 
Eastern troops, not being paid regularly, swell and collapse 
without apparent reason ; a chief takes affront and off he goes 
with a thousand men, and before a week is over his followers 
insist on his paying up arrears and he goes back. I have 
seen a letter from Wbish ; ho says he is happy, because an 
engineer officer told him I had intended to attack the S.E. 
of Mooltan in 1846, as he has done, and that this officer 
heard it from McMurdo.^*He did not. We had no points 
of the compass, or plan, for altacking Mooltan ; Montagu 
only wrote to his friend that the short face, meaning the 
north salient angle, was the point. But whaf signifies my 
opinion, who was never there. I was however right it 
seems, for he says Major Napier wanted him to attack the 
N.E. 
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‘'Why did not Whish follow Eunjeet Sings point of at- 
tack ? The old fox did not go to the N.E. for nothing, for 
he took the town ! It is reported in London that Moolraj 
wants to surrender : not true, though ready to ncgociate on 
his own terms very likely. It is also said he has sent Ins 
women to the very strong desert fort of Monkiera, which 
has water inside, but none outside nearer than 14 miles. 
If so, he is resolved to fight to the last. Gougli has^ cer- 
tainly a tough job : he will have 200,000 mouths to feed, 
and he enters a country where he will not find supplies ; 
where not a rich prince is his enemy but the people ; he will 
hold only the ground he encamps on, and to do that will 
require an enormous quantity of carriage. I am ill-versed 
in the history of our Indian wars ; but it appears to me thjs 
is the most 'dangerous we have ever waged, and all owing to 
the system of moderation, approved of at home by acclama- 
tion ! 

“ I think with you that Goolab is wrong about our strength 
lying in confidence and union : it hes, as you say, in our 
discipline. If Gough fails with his immense force, the re- 
verse will be a smasher, and he has no reserves that I know 
of; the troops left in India are not hundreds but thousands 
of miles asunder. I have been talking over with Montagu 
the making Scinde a base of operations for defence of India, 
in the event of a defeat in the Punjaub. It is hard to say, 
but I much incline to Scinde : a very large force could not 
follow us into it, and a small one would get thrashed. On 
the other band Calcutta must he defended, because all re- 
sources, including money, are there : yet again in favour of 
Scinde, a victory from that would pull the enemy back if he 
was marching on Calcutta. *^The question is a difficult one, 
and not unlikely to arise : it must depend on the circum- 
stances that create it 

“December 18th.-*-I agree with you on all the military 
points, and have well conradered the matter, because in 1846, 
from the way the tredps were pushed on by driblets, thinking 
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a defeat might ensue I expected to have the -whole Sikh 
army on my hands. The fullesf consideration then convinced 
me it was a question of circumstances at the time, and there- 
fore I thought over nil the cases that might arise. The re- 
sult was, that if Hardinge were defeated and the Sikhs pur- 
sued him vigorously in mass, I -would push rapidly on the 
road by Butneer and Hansi to Delhi, and there rally every- 
thing I could on the Jumna, desiring Sir G. Arthur to rein- 
force Scinde. If the Sikhs did not profit by their victory, 
my intent was to leave Hardinge to his own work, and have 
attacked Moultau to keep up the spirit of my troops and our 
pre^tiffe, 

'' The enemy would thus have been drawn to assail me, or 
wuld lose Mooltan, and I should have advanced on his dis- 
persed plundering hordes, while Hardinge rallied on the 
Jumna under cover of my operations upon the Ghara. My 
magazines would have been at Bhawalpoor, and the Nawab 
have been promised his ancient possessions of Mooltan to 
keep him faitlifuL This would secure him and his people, 
by reviving their hatred of the Sikhs : they would otherwise 
be against us. Supposing our beaten generals to be vigorous 
on the Jumna this plan would have restored the campaign, 
unless I failed before Mooltan and retired upon Scinde. 
There however I could have held my ground, though go- 
vernment would not fortify Kurrachee, do what I would, and 
there may be cause to regret that yet. While Kurrachee is 
ours Scinde is ours ! 

Such being my views then, they would be so now, under 
like circumstances : but they are not so. Gough now com- 
mands alone, and so far ^ he has yet gone, has shewn much 
good sense, except that he ought to have been at Lahore, if 
not at Mooltan long a’^o: yet if he had been, he has no 
power. Lord Elfenborough tells me, that if Gough was ac- 
tually on the march to Mooltan or any other part of the 
Punjaub, Sir Frederick Currie baar power to order any por- 
tion of bis lordship's force to return Lahore against his 
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will ! After that no man can say what will happen : the 
commander in chief should not submit to this. 

''Another difference is, that though Hardinge then run 
ahead with 10,000 men, 30,000 were coming up to his aid. 
Now there are no reserves, and to push on in the Pun- 
jaub, amongst not only the five big rivers but fifty besides, 
is to risk much : should his convoys be cut off who is to 
relieve him ? The march upon Delhi would then be as free 
to Ooolab Sing as it was to Nadir Shah, and Goolab is just 
the chap to make it as terrible. A third difference is that we 
have not now 10,000 in the neighbourhood of Mooltan, but 
30,000, and neither Whish, nor Auchmuty, nor Dundas com- 
mands. Suppose these 30,000 should retire upon Scinde ! 
The natives can, it is said, move at all seasons of the ye^r 
in the Punj^mb, but they do not like it. 

Now for what you imagine, viz., that I may be called 
upon. I see no chance of this, for before the directors 
would consent the danger must be made plain by some dis- 
aster ; not danger in perspective, and. estimated by fore- 
thought, but actual disaster which must happen two months 
before the court can know of it: two more would pass before 
I could reach the scene of action and then all would be over, 
or beyond remedy. How can England help India if Gough 
loses his army ? Suppose she sent ten or twelve regiments 
out with me, I could in such circumstances only go as 
governor-general — no second fiddle can save a country, at 
least I would not try. 

" 1 have thought this well over, and my view would be to 
insist on having a governor and commander in chief, yourself 
for instance, at Bombay, who woul4 throw the Bombay army 
vigorously into the work from Scinde, if still open; or if 
Scinde were lost who would protect •the presidency of Bom- 
bay. And the first step towards protecting the presidency 
would be to seize tlie Nizam's country, and put that nonsense 
out of the way : eight millions of people are there placed 
exactly between the two presidencies, and three great king- 
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doms are kept in a disturbed state by a foreign army of 
Arabs, and a prince who hat& us. 

‘^13y abolishing the Madras and Bombay governments, 
and establishing head-quarters at Hydrabad in the Deccan, 
we should save the finances an enormous expence, and tlio 
left flank of the Bengal army would be protected by the 
Bombay army advancing to the Nerbudda, or the Sutlege, 
according to circumstances, while the Madras army could 
take charge of the country to the south of the Nerbudda. 
Thus I think we might do the job ; but tliey would not let 
me do it, unless parliament overruled the Court of Directors. 
As to men we should have some trouble, but there are plenty 
of fish in the sea, and we should pull good ones out. The 
vfqfsi w'ould be those of high rank ; but there are good men, 
such as Douglas, Pennycuick, Koberts, Eathboiaae, Goldney, 
&c. Poor Brown alas ! is dying : a grand fellow he was for 
work in India. The best men I left in Scinde were Peate, 
Brown, Goldney and Rathborne : the two first are dead, and 
Goldney is going aw^ay. 

“ Hunter, who is here, told roe a curious thing. Shewing 
me a large sword, which cut off his arm at Bhurtpoor when 
leading his men to the assault, he said, that on the rampart 
a giant in coraplete armour, whirling this sword, met him. 
Hunter held his sword up in defence, but to use his own 
words, The giant sent it with a whirr into the air. Hunter 
then held up the scabbard, but the blow went through it 
and his arm, just below the elbow, leaving merely a bit of 
•skin uncut. He fell sitting, and held his severed arm in his 
right hand while an oflScer tied a sash above the wound to 
stop the hsemorrhage ; then* a surgeon came up, put the two 
ends together and tied them, and they united ! 

“ Crampton of Dublifi says a man brought his right 
thumb severed clea\i off, to him ; that he put it on with 
bandages, and the man has the use of it though it is stiff ! 
He said be saw no rei^on why a limb might not do 
the same, and here it is with Hunter ! ^However he can- 
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not use it, and sometimes it flies about involuntarily with 
a circular motion, until he batches it with his hand, which 
is not always easy poor fellow ! His soldiers took a long 
time to kill the giant his armour was so strong, and he hud 
about him like a madman. We also at Meeaneo killed a 
giant : he was kardar of Muttaree. I had spoken to him 
tlie day before as a friend, but after Moeanee heard that his 
body was lying among those just in front of us. I did not 
see it, but was glad he did not take me in hand, as Hun- 
ter’s friend did liim. 

“ To Scinde as a base there is this great obstacle, that from 
May to September the port is shut against supplies from 
Bombay; nor can any come easily by land from Guzzerat. 
I always provisioned the stores for five months in sprang, 
until after gbe peace of Lahore. They ought to do tlmt 
now but will not; and in case of evil befalling Gough, and 
that Whish is forced back, and Scinde should rise, they will 
bo short of food. I would write and remind them, were it 
not that to serve men or attempt it, is to be abused for 
an alarmist: this is the certain course your fool always 
takes. 

December 26th. — Your plan and mine must have crossed 
on the road, and are nearly alike : we are pretty near the 
mark I think, but the chaps out there do not seem to have 
got it yet. I have finished my pamphlet on the baggage 
corps. 

‘"December 29th. — Was there ever anything like the way 
things are going on ? All letters are alike. ‘ We are all 
confusion* This is the pith of every letter from Scinde, 
from Lahore, from FerozepooP,^ from tlie bridge over the 
Ilavee ; but then one reads in the papers " that all is going 
on well; qot the Indian joumaljf but those of London, tlie 
Indian editors have their eyes cleared by danger. I dare 
say the Sikhs will blunder more than we shall and so save 
us; but that does not mokO'^^.d^ger less now, for if they 
do not blunder ^e* ore have a great disaster. Old 
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Hunter swears that Wbish will get thrashed by Moolraj ; 
he may be ; but if Moolraj trfes his hand with the soldiers 
in open fight the ^ old and bold* and the ^ Lilyivhites 
will teach him something, notwithstanding General Fox’s 
dry humour.” 

When governor of Gibraltar, Fox saw written up on the 
canteen “the old and bold.” “Old enough” he said, 
scratching his elbow as his wont was, “old enough, but os 
for bold I have run away three times with them myself.” 
“ However Moolraj had better not try to make it four for the 
joke’s sake ; if he does Whish will be the hero of Mooltan. 
The season there seems to have been miraculous, absolutely ! 
the troops are now safe ; a blessing and a presage of success 
I ^ope. 

“ I am again sufforing from a threatened ^m^val of the 
suffocating feeling in my nose or rather my ]^latc. I am 
obliged to get up at night and light a candle, if I re- 
mained in tlie dark I should go mad; the light relieves 
me, yet I live in terror lest it should come on violently. 
Poor Brown, being on engineer, would go to Mooltan to 
take a lesson, and came back with an abscess in the liver 
to die in Scinde ; he talked incessantly of Mooltan and tlio 
battle : what battle I do not know, but it shews how his 
thoughts run on his profession. 

“ January 2nd. — Among my reasons for taking Ramnug- 
gur instead of Wuzzeerabad was, that in advancing from 
Ferozepoor there is a road avoiding Lahore, which being full 
•of Sikhs, and our Sepoys rather shaky in fidelity of late, is 
advisable. Did you know that the Sikhs collected a number 
of beautiful girls, and by llleir agency seduced our Sepoys ? 
The girls are there still, and perhaps the treason too. 

“Miss Napier. — Wheh Soult to pay court tg Charles X. 
w’ent to mass, tlie tlrits advertized ‘ The Whole Life of Mar- 
shal Soult firom his First Campaign to his first going to 
Mass.’ The Indian afiOairs thicken. 
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** M. Genl. W. Napier. — I have had a long letter from Lady 
Sale : Lord Ellenborough had anothgr. She laughs at the 
goings on, and says, and she knows, that the Sikhs hay^ 70 
pieces of artillery in the field, and 45,000 trained soldiers. 
We have 50 pieces, and Goughs force is about 30,000; 
not more I believe, though called double ; you and I know 
the difference between men and returns. The Sikhs arc, as 
you expected, falling back on the strong Plazarft country, 
and Gough is doing well so far. We shall see if he forms 
magazines at Bamnuggur, or rushes across iheJelum and 
gets entangled. He has no reserves, and Dalhousie, who 
is in the hands of the civilians, hampers him. 1 find by a 
private letter, that Markham got round the enemy's flank at 
Mooltan under cover of some broken ground, and took him 
unawares it was well done. ^ 

Miss Napier, JAn. 11th. — I find I cannot bear the cold, 
I get up sick and in pain ; all my resolution foils before 
cholic, which is very uuheroic in the Hero of Scinde, but 
cannot be helped ; it w^ould put down ten of the best heroes 
the world over saw, from Don Bcllianus of Greece to Tom 
Thumb ! 

M. Genl. W. Napier, Jan. 12th. — The Times behaves 
well when it suits his hook, that is all one can expect. I 
saw the paragraph, saying I approved of Whish raising the 
siege of Mooltan. I wrote a contradiction, but being averse 
to publish threw it into the fire. I bad also called attention 
to the Times assertion that I had received batta, whereas 
the directors had deducted the batta from the prize money/ 
I am told that Buist is the con^espondent of the Times, and 
gets £500 R-year. I heepr alsS. that at Wuzzeerabad one 
hundred Sikh guns were found hidden in wells : if so Har- 
dinge was not so good a tooth- drawer as he thought Lord 
Ellenborough seems very discontented with Auchmuty s 
proceedings ; but turn fr:om him to a better general, 
called Cuiadar Moll. Edward Campbell tells me that 
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Cubudar i& the elephant who onght to carry the lantern for 
the baggage of the 6(Hh. Th» men regtilarly overload him ; 
he remains quiet until they have done ; but then he os 
regularly takes the overplus off and flings it a^ay, and they 
dare not put on ounce on after that hint. Delightful beast 1 
how entirely he comprehends the spirit of my baggage 
coips. 

"Jan. 21 St. — Gough has gone n-head too fast, and ho 
seems to have been ill supported ; for it is said Thaofcwell 
might have crossed where he was ordered. Gough should, I 
think, have gone with Thackwell himself as Alexander tlie 
Great did with his detachment at the same place, and ns 
William the Third did at the Boyne, The attack seems to 
have been a piecemeal affair. Had the Sikhs fallen with all 
their force on iffSIdackwcll be would have been hMd*rnn: how- 
ever I am not sure that they have not done the best thing. 
Did I tell you about the fight of the Idth Dragoons? 

" I have always Sn idea of what you expect, viz., the 
directors trumping np some accusation against me ; but 
they can do nothing, because I have done nothing wrong. 
That you will say goes for nothing ! But I am covered by 
Lord Eilenborongh’s and Lord Hardinge’s orders; I was 
always a second fiddle, not a first. I am not afraid of them : 
let them do their worst." 

This notion of a false accusation was provoked by the 
increased virulence, and shameful conduct of his enemies : 
every sort of crime and dishonour were daily imputed to him 
*in the Indian papers, and reiterated in many English papers. 
Anonymons letters were sent to him, and forged letters 
purportiug to come from of power : amongst them wgs 
a note, pretending to be firom tlte editun of the Times, filled 
with gross insult wbicb, bmng sent hack for^ vmificetion, 
was pronounced a •riUainoua &rgmy. Them wa» also some 
Buserahle Mlows in tmifona— one «kp«My, ftyfing himself 
Captain Tope, not the hummrabls collector pf Smnde— 

VOX*, J.V* * • H 
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who made it their buBmess to promulgate alanders, whisper- 
ing that Six G. Napier had defrauded bis soldiers and officers 
of their prize money for his own profit! In fine so much 
cowardly vituperation and baseness was probably never 
before employed to destroy a public man, and the true 
sources were not so difficult to discover as those of the Nile. 
Vengeance however was at hand. 
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War was now raging in the Punjaiib, and n doubt of final 
HuooesH prevailed in England, exciting fear and anger. 
Lord Gougirs fortune seonied to waver, and the public eye 
was turned on the ill- used conqueror of Scindo. When 
«^ounded by the Duke of Wellington, he intimatod that to 
d^ good extraordinary power must be conferred ; but the 
dircotoi's, treidiliDg \(ith rngo and humiliation objoctod to 
his having any power at oil. But the nation demanded a 
change, and tlie duke proposed Charles Niipior for the com- 
mand. No! He was not to be thought of! Sir George 
Napier. Yes ! he might be accepted, though a hitter 
draught. But George Napier loved his country and his 
brother too well to stop into the place of the best man : he 
refused. Sir William Gomm was appointed, and actually 
sailed from the Mauritius, yet on reaching Calcutta found 
himself superseded. The directors oxolffid at his appoint- 
ment ; tlioy had found a consummate general. * Gomm would 
8€i all right. We dont tmnt Sir Charlee* The result 
did not answer their expectation. 

“M, Genl. W, Napier, Jan. 29th. — I saw the duke this 
morning. ‘ How do you do ? Very glad to see you. Sorry I 
sent for you op lk>m GhelPcnha^, tliougbt 1 could employ 
yon, but can't ; that qnatrol with Hogg t it has upset every- 
thing. Sorry I gave yod the trouble to oome. , Well, I am 
very glad to see yedh and shaU keep you in my eye all the 
same: another time perhaps." t douT think I could have 
gone to India my lord dtikO! ^Why ? Ain't you 

well ? ' TeOp qmte iut T have too mkny enemies there. 

a 8 , 
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Duke^ laughing very rauoh. ‘ Pooh I pooh ! pooh ! Enemies ! 
don't care for enemies ! Pooh ! pooh ! Well, good-bye, 
very glad to see you/ Then shaking hands he walked with 
me to the door. So wo parted/’ 

That the duke should affect to despise such enemies 
was certainly inconsistent with the acknowledgment, that 
Hogg had just been too strong for himself. No man knew 
better than he how powerful the civil servants in India 
were; how devoted to the directors; and how they had so 
recently banded successfiilly against Lord Ellenborough ! 

“ ]^eb. 8rd. — The Times says the Indian Mail is barren ! ! ! 
Gough had got a portion of his wmy 16 miles in advance 
of Ramnuggur on the 20tli of December; that is to say, 
three weeks after he crossed the Ghonaub, the enemy beirg 
in a powerful position on the right bank bf the Jailum! 
Gough is compelled also to send a force to occupy Wuzeer- 
abad, to guard the passage of the Chenaub, from an enemy 
described by these papers as having run away three weeks 
before ! The garrison of Lahore has been reinforced in 
rear of a victorious army, * under the especial care of Pro- 
vidence/ Gough's camels were caught, but recaptured, ac- 
cidentally, by the 14th Dragoons ! In short to my mind no 
mail could be le^ barren, or more loaded with bad fruit. 
Having but four months for operations, three weeks are 
spent in moving fifteen miles after a so called victory ; 
and when the sun comes down, with floods of heat, where 
will shelter be found for the troops ? Lady Sole says the 
season has been miraculous as to fineness, and that has 
saved Whish : but miracles will not come every year. 
Gough may hut, yet that. will ^lardly do, I fear: however 
where there is a will there is a way, and by digging holes 
be may create shelter. The Times exults in two days 
heavy rain as being likely tn" injure Cfiuttur Sing's army 
and position. May be so, but does the wiseacre suppose it 
will not do teh'timps as much miscluef to us ? 

** 1 agree with^'you, X must have power; and have great 
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doubts, if with power I could put things right, for news 
paper puffs don’t make one a general : they are much more 
likely to make one a fool ! But assuredly, if I am worth 
trusting at all, I am worth trusting with the means neoes- 
sary for success. I told Ixjrd Ellenborough I would go 
out under him, but under no other. I only would go to be 
useful, and under him only could I be so, as second. I 
must have first fiddle, why should I be asked to play 
second ? If the civil governor' general is to bo a cypher, 
why should he bo at all over me ? The duke refused to 
bo chief of the whole allied staff when Napoleon returned 
from Elba, because, as he said, ‘ A# should have all the 
respomibility without power' Did I tell you the Sikhs 
carried off 600 of our camels on 1st December, by the 
very ford which Thackwell would not try on the 2nd, but 
marching 22 miles higlter up got half his force over, 
remaining divided during the night? The next day he 
moved, and was attacked by the Bunnoo troops : our guns 
beat the Sikhs from their guns, and Campbell three times 
begged for leave to advance and take them, and then to 
charge. No ! The Sikhs returned, and carried off their 
guns in our sight!" 

The effects of the Lahore journey now fell heavily on 
him ; disease was in mortal progress ! 

“ Miss Napier, Feb.. ISth.^ — I got better yesterday as the 
day advanced, at night was perfectly well, and slept well, 
^though on going to bed evwy nerve trembled with dread. 
Clarke says Bright’s prescriptimie^iw admirable forme, and 
my tddng them in time saved me from a severe bilious 
attack, which was acting violently on the ^^lerves injured by 
my old wound in tbe face, and it flew to my brain, Damn 
it, I cannot talk of it. Clarke makes me'keep out of doors, 
bot or cold, adl day^.' It is strange to feel so well after these 
fits of bntl..^do not think to go penmnently mad : 

if it were to bo so, iBy head cot^ not, be so clear ss it is 
between' ..'sir..;: *■ 
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, ** — I was almost mad wLen writing to you yester- 

day, since which I am much better, indeed well, if no re- 
lapse occurs. About au hour after posting my letter I 
calmed down until night when I trembled, going to bed, 
but was at last persuaded and slept well, getting up with 
only a momentary threatetjing. 

** IGth. — To-morrow is the anniversary of Meeanee, and 
Red Rover and I will have a chat, and Flibertygibbet also ; 
tlmugh FJjb was on that day in reserve, in case Red Rover 
and Jack Sheppard should be killed, 

M. Genl. W. Napier, Feb, IRlh. — My illness was a 
oornpacated one. Clarke saw it better than Bright perhaps, 
and I better than either, by as much as 1 took the same 
view before speaking to any of them. In addition to tli^e 
access of bile, cold foil on the inflamed nerves of my nose 
and palate. These injured nerves carry inflammation up to 
the brain, and it is not to he home. E. and A. tell me 
they have had the same. I cannot tell what others may 
suffer, hut they have not had the causes that affect mo to 
affect them ; they have not had the nerves tom by a jugged 
ball passing through, breaking nose-bones, and jaw* bones, 
and lacerating nerves, muscles, and mucous membranes: 
they can hardly therefore have suffered as I do. If they 
have their fortitude is beyond mine, for I cannot bear even 
the thought : it makes every nerve in my body tremble even 
now from writing on the subject It Js a temporary mad- 
ness, and recently made me think death alone could relieve 
me from the distraction of brain. I am fit only for the 
grave : cold deprives me of reason ! Yet my head is clear 
and it certainly is not overwork!; pf brain. 

It is said Lord, Seaton is going out to India. I 
fear we have bloody news from Mooltan. The 

lOth^ d2nd, 00th and Bombay Fusiliers there are all 
EuitJpeans and, excellent, they will gp tbinugb any breach 
that mortal man, pm fotpe ; but it is said Whiah means 
to escaiada witbchit a bteaoh : these tbiqgs d^end on 
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circumst^inces, but a brave defence will be made if any 
be made/’ 

The battle of Chillianwallah was now made known, with 
many wild stories, and at once arose fram all England, an 
angry shout of impatience for the appointment of the man 
whom all in power had combined to thrust down. Charles 
Napier was not the ministers* general, nor the directors; but 
he was the nation's man, and faction was suddenly crushed 
for the moment. That shout was natural, and becoming a 
great people accustomed to victory, and sure that their troops 
were never at fault ; it was right also, if the acting general 
M^as thought to have failed, that one of eminence should be 
substituted. But it was wrong and unbecoming to accom- 
pany that cry for Sir Charles Napier with a maniac one 
against Lord Gough, who would have been stoned to death 
in the streets if he had then appeared. And the foremost 
instigators would probably have been the ministers ! 

Lord Gough was a Uoble soldier of fifty years* service, 
and had always been victorious, whether obeying or com- 
manding ; no man heard, because no man dared to say, that 
personal comfort, or idleness, or fear, bad induced him to 
shrink from danger, or responsibility, or labour. What then 
was his crime ? He had fought a drawn battle, the enemy 
was not crushed! For th|t only Lord Gough’s destruction 
was called for ! Has any cry been raised against the men 
who neglected Kars, until its gallant defenders, after making 
their country's glory blaze amidst desolation, famine and 
* battle, sunk into captivity ! Such is tbe difference between 
the treatment of military men and civilians in England. The 
Hoke of Wellington said^ lliat h^ could in a good cause con- 
tend auocesfitfblly wildt any public body, except the directors of 
the East India Company: widi them he could no^; Charles 
Napier waa in th& more power&l T^e nation compelled 
them now to orinj^ ^fore the man th^f^had 

so vilely mirased/ were sweep tbe dust 

before him adverstl^^ riiat he might 
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walk cleanly to tlieir public banquet— most humbly offered 
to the first Indian general appointed by tlie English nation : 
for Buoh Charles Napier now was. What povrer had enabled 
him thus to stride on their prostrate necks, still stiffened with 
pride and malice? Ministers, directors, and the principal 
newspapers, liad been all united against him : what upluld 
him ? The force of real virtue jind courage, and success : 
his true character was known to the pe^iple of England, and 
instinctively they turned to him in the hour of danger. It 
was a glorious triumph ! 

But his mind was not one to bo overborne even by 
a people’s incense, and the progress of his appointment to 
command will be best described by extract from bis posthu- 
mous work^ entitled "^Indian Miagoventment,*' Here how- 
ever, be it observed, that the Duke of Wellington’s authority 
failed to make him accept the situation, until he had con- 
sulted the writer of this biography, to whom he stated all the 
objections, the opposition and diflSculties, he too truly fore- 
saw would' attend him, independent of the chances of war and 
the disasters that he might have to repair. He declared his 
aversion to undertake the charge, but the argument which 
finally determined him was: — that India was in danger, and 
the people of England thought he could ward it off ; if he 
did not go, and disaster befell, 4 would be charged on bis 
refusal to act, and imputed to personal feelings. For never 
would the public understand, tliat a sense of inability to 
effect good against the hostility of men in power was the 
cause of that refusal. 

Extract from Indian Mugfovernment!' — **Wl)en the 
Duke of Wellington first told me *of my appointment, I ob- 
jected that my many enemies in India would mar all useful- 
nessi M pressed the matter home, and concluded 

th^ ‘ If gon ffq Ifnuat! Still . relucti^nt, from a con- 
vacd^^ of tbe joatiee, of my own view, I asked twenty-four 
hours for ^l^doivit was conceded, and finally a i^rateful 
s^e^gjgii^ubfic will prevailed. But scarcely was this 
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arranged when proof on proof arose> that with oxception of 
Her Majesty, the dake, the ^people of Phigland, and the 
armies of India, I was to expect from all other quarters, 
that secret base hostility so proverbially difficult for honour- 
able men to repel. 

Among tlie indications leading to this conclusion was 
tlie following. Lord John Russell, nt an interview, gave me 
to understand that doubts bad arisen as to appointing me 
one of the Supreme Council, as all my predecessors had been: 
he intimated that the directors were seeking for a precedent, 
and would probably find one for denying it to mo. Lord 
John was explicitly and peremptorily told on the instant, 
that I also would seek, and if unable to find would make a 
jwecedent, for to India I would not go unless as one of the 
council. Six years I had served in the East with success, 
as a military commander and as a civil governor; I had re- 
ceived the approbation of my sovereign and the thanks of 
parliament, for victories which the public voice had ap* ^ 
plauded : I had been again called to command in the same 
country by the sovereign and tlie public, and the expecta- 
tion of my submitting to such an insult from the directors 
was preposterous. That a degraded command should have 
been so offered, or even discussed, shewed that my measure 
of the directors' temper was more exact than that taken by 
them of mine, when they thought I should go shorn of 
honours which others had received." 

, This was the last open indication of wretched enmity from 
Leadenbail Street ; the usual ostentatious banquet was of- 
fered and accepted as a termination to hostilities : sincere 
it was on Charfes Napier's sida where doty was concerned, 
according to his custom ; hollow and false on the other 
side, also according to custom. Well did be* know how 
false, and well also did he couch his discourOe for the occa- 
sion. I go to he said, at%e <»>mmwd of Ma- 
jesty, by tbe vetKHBUMn&tioii of the Ubbs of Wellington ; 
and 1 believe 1 ^ i^pzobetion of my eonntry- 
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men. Then, in allusion to the past, he quoted, with an em- 
phasis not unnoticed by his hearers, the proveib, that ‘ leaf^t 
Raid was soonest mended,' thus rebuking the adulation of 
the hour. 

The Duke of Wellington being present, spoke thus. I 
have frequently enjoyed your hospitality on occasions of 
festivals, which you have given on the appointment of gover- 
nors-general, governors, and commanders in chief, but I have 
never attended with so much satisfaction as on the present oc- 
casion. The oflScer whom you have now selected to command 
your armies in the East Indies has been distinguished al- 
ready in that country by public services. He bos conducted 
most important and difficult operations under most trying 
circumstances with the utmost ability; he has with uniform 
success fought general actions extraordinarily well contested 
by the enemy; he has shewn that he de8er\"ed tlio confidence 
of the government he seiwed, and the troops he commanded.” 

^ These were words to burn into the hearts of all those 
directors who had hearts ; and some there were who felt the 
services and condemned the treatment of them by the generol 
body. Few of the ministers attended, their chief, Lord John 
Russell, had ‘'company at bis bouse” and could not come. 
Sir George Grey spoke for his colleagues in eulogistic terms, 
as sincere no doubt as his cousin Lord Grey's would have 
been, if his rancorous nature would hav^ permitted him to 
be present:— but to the saints all things are permitted, even 
the smoothness of bypocrisy* 

Now came the tumultuous curiosity of I^ndon fashion, 
and the wonderful aspiratio&s of persons seeking for advan^' 
tages, however unmeet the^occafion. Ladies of rank, who 
had never before imagined that they even knew of Charles 
Napier’s ^stenoei, dashed np in Adless speoeseion to his 
door^: intennprinii;: pi^p^ations-rregkrdless of ell but 

Iheir own sides came letters 

claiming his spcMH fur young men, of whom he 

bad never it wjas momentous that 
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her nephew John should be his aide-de-camp ; from another, 
the military bearing and look of James rendered him pecu- 
liarly suitable for the staff of a commander in chief ; a third 
had a son, so clever at breaking horses that his services must 
be invaluable. A fourth wished her son to be on his staff, 
but desired to have him guaranteed from all casualties ! But 
the most amusing was the offer of a stranger to become his 
secretary, on the specifo ground that Sir C. Napier must be 
too illiterate to write his own dispatches. Certainly there are 
in England many absurd people. To tliese humorous dis- 
plays he however added one of his own. Receiving a sudden 
command from royalty to dine at Osborne, with only a few 
liours’ notice, he was going down in a drab waistcoat, not of 
the newest, but was stopped by a remou8ti*ance on the neces- 
sity of court dress. He had no other waistcoat, but suddenly 
recollecting that his valet, a foreigner, was a dandy, he ex- 
claimed, Ob ! I dare say Nicholas has a fine waistcoat : 111 
borrow it — and so bo did. 

“ M, Genl. W, Napier, March 22nd.— I will not go down 
to you, the parting gives me pain, and I have so little time ; 
and even that little is broken by the forcible intrusion of 
strangers. Would that I were fairly off, out of this tur- 
moil : there is no pleasure in seeing those I love in this 
way, and there is no good to the public service. The 
news from India puzsles me: Goughs fortifying himself 
shews weaknesSi 1 doubt Whish getting up to him so 
quickly as is expected, and several things indicate diffi- 
culty in procuring carriage; heavy guards also ere required 
for convoys. These thiQg|S lead me to your opinion that a 
battle will not lake place immediately’^j but it will when 
Whish joins Gongh : if hot, demoralization of tdie army 
must be great, and my task more diffieutt^ fbi it is harder 
to rally than to leiSd. are among iba few who know of 
how Utilewalne is. Whin trislawre Wt hand, tinfesa 

powerfully suppofM by xoaBtito t I do something 
which wiir^w ilm tlidr ^peototions dre not 
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unfounded I shall as certainly lose my moral position as it 
is certtiin that I now possess it» and that if maintained it is 
my strongest point. My first object therefore will be to 
devote my efforts to supplies, to comforts, to the most rigid 
discipline, and the massing of such a force, and such abun- 
dance of carriage as will enable me to strike with vigour ; 
and my first blow will probably be at Goplab Sing. 

** I expect more difficulty with my friends than with my 
foes about Goolab. The cry here is ‘ Oh ! he has done no 
overt act, we cannot quarrel with him/ Against this nothing 
passes my lips. On the contrary I told I^ord John he was 
quite right. ' You cannot my lord dO anything against a 
faithful ally ! * and so left the subject. But when I get 
there, and am ready, a tost shall be applied to Goolab, vii.. 
he shall carry on the most active operations against his 
friends, in our 8uj)port, so as to commit himself past re- 
demptiou, and put his person in my power by living at 
head-quarters. Neither of these will he do, and then he 
shall be brought to the issue of battle. I cannot shape this 
idea in detail till I see Lord Dalhousie, and I have a doubt 
that he will foil me ; the tone here will be the tone there I 
fear. Hero it is not wise to combat it ; there it must be put 
down, unless we are to let the ruffian Goolab fall on us. No 
overt acts ! Why his whole system is an overt act ; our 
armies have been twice thrashed, and his has not fired a 
shot ! The sin of omission here is as great as that of 
commission. His overt acts are" glaring, and the wise ones 
here do not see them, and will not. I have told my views 
on this subject to no one but yon ; it shall only appear by 
acts. If fears of die presScinfluence the government, here 
and in India, to tie me up I wiff resign ; Goolab is not to 
be trifled with. This outline will give you a key to what 
may happen; ibr it is morS than probable 1 ma^ not find 
it sals to wri^ mnob, cer|^hi of having a^ doaen 

Outraihs iabout xbe«in disgOisfe, '' 

Yow of 8cind$ has sent mo to India ; but 
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for that I could not have held ray own, and Outrani would 
have been the grand fellow wifli the newspapers, not I. To 
be sure I don’t much value tlieir praise, but may as well die 
M'ith an honest character as with an infamous one, which 
but for your exposition of the truth would have been the 
case your ^ violence * as it was called ! Christ was violent 
wlien He scourged the rascals out of the temple ! I want 
to say much more about India to you, it helps to shadow 
out my views, but it is in>possible ; I cannot get an hours 
quiet, and the thread of thought is broken every moment. 

“ March 24th. — I think you are right about the duke ; he 
was so civil to me Aat nothing is wrong there. He gave 
me to read some magnificent letters from himself to Lord 
Balhousie, with all his views of the campaign : they are 
just our own I This is satisfactory. May we meet again." 

Thus writing he left England ; and so leaving it displayed 
as much generous, unselfish, courageous devotion as could 
well be. He was sixty-seven years of age, suffering most 
painfully from old woundg, labouring under a mortal internal 
disease : his children were provided for, he was rich from 
his prize money, and all his life had sighed for agricultural 
pursuits, now within his reach and deemed by him the only 
pleasurable state of existence. Glory he had gained and 
was satiated ; war and slaughter be abhorred. He had been 
trefted basely, and was still being so treated by the very 
men be was now colled upon to s^rve again ; and he knew 
that to serve them again woe to excite their utmost malig- 
nity. He knew tbe^ po wer, that he should be exposed 

to their secret maehiuiitions, iiod to the. inveterate scurrility 
of their pr6ss/0%ai|s. a terrible war to 

repair disasters ; or, whiM> ^ motf difiSouU for him, the task 
of reforming ahnse^ in ar^anny of four 

hundred with 

by a corrupt cWl;i^^ was to , quit a wife 

to whom he tq^ ealumess and 
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consolntions to which a long laborious life, amidst turbulent 
scenes and dangers, had givAi inexpressible charms in his 
imagination — and at the very moment that life was com- 
mencing ! 

Did ambition urge him ? his whole life, as shewn in this 
work, contradicts the thought. Despising power, except for 
the enforcement of good ; contemptuous of money, of which 
he had more than enough ; he went forth simply because his 
country called on him. The duka had said, Either you or 
J must yOf the people desired that it should bo Charles 
Napier, and so he went, hut not in hope. He foresaw, and 
the event showed how clearly, that hff was sacrificing com- 
fort in age, and even life itself, in a vain attempt to serve 
the public ; that he was to ho again repaid with ingratitude 
and injustice, and both went beyond even his anticipations — 
yet he went. 

The print shops and the press, serious and comic, teemed 
during this period with caricatures and sarcastic squibs ; of 
the first, the most biting represented four directors trotting 
tow’ards the India House, as bearers of a palanquin in which 
the aged object of tiieir hatred reclined, smiling disdainfully. 
Of the second, perhaps the best historical, certainly tlie most 
mnusiug account of the matter and the man, was the fol- 
lowing. 

*'StORY OF Koompaneb Jehan. 

"'Some time after the death of Aurungzebe, a mighty 
prince held domination over Indiav from the seven mouths 
of the Ganges to the five tails of the Indus, who was re- 
Downed above most other m^arclSs for his strength, riches, 
at^d wisdom. His name was Koomponee Jehan. Although 
this moaarcb.faad innumerable magnificent palaces at Delhi 
and Agta» at Senates, Bogg^ywotlab, and Afamednuggar, 
his oommon Tesidenoe was in the beautiful isiiind of Ingleez, 
in the midst of the capital of whiohj^tho famous city of Lun- 
doon, KdoHipanee J^ian had a superb oastl^ It was called 
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the Hall of Lead, a^d stood at the foot of the Mountain of 
Cora, close by tlie verdure'Cov€flred banka of the silvery Ta- 
nieez, where the cypresses wave, and zendevrans, or night- 
ingales, love to sing. In this palace he sate and gave his 
orders to govern the multitudinous tribes which paid him 
tribute from the Coslunerian hills to the plains watered by 
tlie Irrawaddy. 

‘‘The great Koompanee Jehan governed his dominions 
with the help of a council of 24 vizeers, who assembled daily 
in the Hall of Lead, and who were selected from among the 
most wealthy, wise, brave, and eminent of tlie merchants 
scribes and warriors in the service of his vast empire. It 
must have been a grand sight to behold the 24 sages ossom- 
bh^d in durbar, smoking their kaleoons round the motiarch’s 
inagTiifioent throne. 

“ It was only .by degrees, and by the exorcise of great 
cunning and prodigious valour, that the illustrious Koom- 
punee Jehau had axjquiivd the vast temtory over which be 
ruled. By picking endless quarrels, in which he somehow 
always seemed to be in the right, and innumerable battles in 
which his bravery ever had the uppermost, he added king- 
dom after kingdom to bis possessions. Thus the rajahs, 
princes, and emperors of India fell before the sword of his 
servants; and it is known that Boonapoort, Tippoo Sahib, 
the Mysore Sultan, and Iskender Shah, who conquered Poms 
Singh on the banks of the Indus, were severally overcome 
by the lieutenants of the victorious warrior who dwelt in the 
*HaU of Lead. Oiie of his ohieftoins, the great Elleen- 
Burroo, a stronger man than Antar himself, carried off the 
gates of Somnauth on hil bac^ and brought them to the 
foot of the throne of the pataoe on the Moutllain of Com, by 
Hie banks of the Tatneei, ^ 

“ This mighty Aonaroh^ who had gnns enough to blow 
thie world Jebanu^».end who cotinted bis warriors by 
lakhs, was, lik# taliant eovermgne, the slave of 

a woman ass^ that £e^gave up the chief 
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goveinment of his country to the empress his inotbor, the 
queen of the Ingleez, of whom he was so fond that he could 
deny her nothing. He appointed the captains and colonels 
of his regiments, but the empress nominated all the chief 
generals; and the chiefs of Kooinpanee Jehnn, who had car- 
ried his flag in a hundred battles, and notched their cime- 
ters across the head-pieces of thousands of his foes, were not 
a little angry to see strangers put over them, who came from 
Lundoon smelling of musk and rose water, and who got the 
lion's share of the honours, while they took no more (as who 
indeed can?) than the lions share of the fighting. Thus, 
in a famous action in Kabool, a certain captain of artillery 
blew open the gales of the city, but it was the general, Keen 
Bahawder^who was made a bashaw of three tails for the feat 
which the other had done ; and for a series of tremendous 
actions on the Sutlege River, Harding Shah, Smith Sahib, 
and Goof Bahawder were loaded with honours, and bad their 
mouths well nigh choked with barleysugar ; whereas one of 
Koompanee’s own warriors, Littler Singh, a better soldier 
than any of those otlier three, was passed over with scarcely 
a kind word. 

“ In consequence of tliis system— for the empress-mother 
would often cause her son to select generals who had no 
more brains than a wezz or goose— disasters frequently 
befel Koomponee Jehan’s armies, and that prince had many 
a bekhelool or hard nut to crack. One army was waylaid 
and utterly destroyed, because tbe queen- mother chose to 
give the command of it to an officer out of whom age and 
illness had squeezed all tbe valpur ; and another warrior, 
though as brave, as Boostum, yet was 100 years old, and had 
been much better at home handling^ a pipe than a sword, for 
which his old hands were now quite Lion as he was, 

Obbf Bahawder did that the enemy with whom 

be had to do were derans or foxes, and that a pack of foxes 
is more dangerous ^tban a lion in a pit Finding the enemy 
one day posted in a jungle/ this Goof Bahawder sent 
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troops in upon tbein helter-skelter; but some fled, many 
were slain, Goof Bahawder a dismal account of tho 
battle to render, and when he chiimed a victory people only 
laughed at his ancient beard. 

That is, they would have laughed, but the people of 
l^undoon were in too great a rage to be merry. Everywhere, 
in every house, from the highest to the lowest, from the 
oinrahs and lords prancing about in the Meidan to the 
camel-drivers in the streets, all men cried out; and the 
Indian soIdiei*s said, ' Why is this old man to be left to 
jeopardise the lives of wfUTioi*s, and bring our country to 
sorrow ? If the queen-mother will appoint chiefs for the 
armies of India over tho licads of those who are as brave 
and more experienced, lot her give us men that are fit to 
lead us. Who is Goof, and who is Elphinstoon, and who 
is Keen, to whom you give all the honours ? And whnt are 
they to compare to Thaokwell and Liitler, to Nott and 
rollock Khan?* , 

“ Now, there was, when the nows came to the city of Lun- 
doon that Goof Buhawder had been beaten upon the bonks 
of the Cbenaub, a warrior who, though rather old and as 
savage as a bear whose head is sore, was allowed by all 
mankind to be such a Boostum as had never been known 
since the days of Wellingtoon. His name was Napeor Singh. 
He with 2000 men had destroyed 30,000 of the enemy ; ho 
despised luxury ; he had a beak like an eagle, and a beard 
^like a Oasbmere goat. When he went into a campaign he 
took with him but a piece of soap and a pair of towels; ho 
dined off a hunch of broadband a cup of water. • A warrior,* 
said he, ^should not care for. wine or luxury, for fine 
turbans or embroidered ahulwars; bis tulwar should be 
bright, and never tnihd Vbether his papoosbes are shiny.* 
Nap^^ Singh wae a lion indeed; and bis mother was a 
mother <rf Bobs. ^ . 

‘‘But this lien, thbhgh the bravest pf animals# was the 
most ^tuurreisome thsl ever hudied bis tad and roared in a 
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jungle. After gaining several victories he became so in- 
solent and contemptuous iA his behaviour towards King 
Koompanee Jehan, whom ho insulted, whom he assailed, 
whom he called an old woman, that the offended monarch 
was glad when General Napeer Singh s time of service was 
out, and vowx»d no more to employ him. 

“ It is related of Napeer Singh, that when he was recalled 
to the island of the Ingleez he went into the Hall of Lead, 
where the monarch sate in full durbar, knocked the heads 
of the 24 vizeers one against another, and seizing upon 
King Koompanee himself by the royal nose pulled him 
round the room, and kicked him over among the sprawling 
councillors of his dowan. I know not whether this tale is 
true ; but certain it is that there was a tremendous tuma»h 
or row, and that when the king heard the general’s name 
mentioned, he grew as yellow and os sour as an ilemoon 
or lemon. 

When the news of Goof’s discomfiture came to Lundoou 
and the Hall of^Lead, and the Queen of Feringhistan, all 
the Ingleez began to quake in their shoes. ‘ Walluh ! 
wallah ! ’ they cried, * we have been made to swallow 
abominations ! Our beraks have been captured from our 
standard-bearers; our guns have been seized; our horse- 
men have fled ; overpowered by odds, and because Goof 
Babawder knew, not how to lead them into battle. How 
shall we restore the honour of our arms ? What general 
is there capable of resisting those terrible Sikhs and their 
wrdars ? ' 

The voice of all the nation answered, ^ There is but one 
Chief, end bis name is Napeer Si\igh.* 

. “ The 24 vizeers in the Hall of Lead, remembering the 
treatment wliich they had reoeived* from that General, and 
still smeirtiug uneasily on their seats froln tlm kicks which 
be bed administered, cried but, ' No ; we will not have that 
brawling Satnsoon take any &>an but him. If Goof 
Behawder will adt 'do, Uke Ooom Bahawder, We will ' 
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not have Napeer Singh, nor eat the pie of humility any 
more.* • 

“The people still roared out * Nobody can help us but 
Napeer Singh.’ 

“ Now, Napeer Singh was as sulky as the 24 vizeers. ' I 
go,* said he, ‘ to serve a monarch who hos been grossly un- 
grateful, and whose nose I have tweaked in durbar ? Never, 
never 

“But an old General, nearly 100 years old, very old, 
brave, and wise, the Great Wellingtoon, came to Napeer 
Siugh and said, * Ob ! Khan, in these times of danger men 
must forgot their quarrels and serve their country. If you 
will not go to the Indus, I will go — one of us must.* They 
w^e two lions, two Roostums, two hooked- beaked eagles of 
war ; they rushed into each others arms, and touched each 
other’s beaks. ‘ Oh ! Father,* Napeer Singh said, ‘ I will 
go and he went forth and he bought a piece of soap, and 
he got two towels; and he took down from the wall his 
l)right and invincible tulwar. 

“Mcauwliiie the 2i vizeers and King Koompanee Jehan 
liad been taking counsel in the Hal] of Lead. Many of the 
angry ones said, ‘ No, we will not appoint him our General.* 
Some of the wise vizeers said, ‘ Yes, we will appoint him; 
for without him we ^oll not have a kingdom at alL* At 
last tlie King himself, who was bajil, that is very fat, rose 
up from his throne and said— . 

“ ‘ 0 my Ages, Omrabs, Smribes, end men of war. There 
*are many things which a man has to put into his imameh or 
pipe, which are bard to smoke, and have an unsavoury per- 
fume; I have been smoking a chillom of this sort* A kick 
is not a pleasant thing to swallow, neither is a dose of mna* 
Adversity sometimes, ouo^ as the doeiqr orders tbe 

other. We have had our hoards pulled, we have been 
kicked round the room, we have be^ tumbled helter-skelter 
by this ^Boostum. Bekl^m I^r^ismillah ! my aides ache 
still with the viokmoe of his papposbea. *Bat what of this ? 
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If I am drowning, shall I refuse to live because a man pulls 
me out of the water by the tioso ? If I want to fly, shall I 
refuse a horse because he kicks a little ? I will mount him 
in the name of Fate, and ride for my life. We know how 
strong this Samsoon is ; let him go in Heaven s name, and 
fight the enemy for us. Let him go. Make out his papers; 
give him a khelat, and a feast of honour!' And the wise 
and beneficent monarch sate down and puffed away at his 
kaleoon, as the 24 vizeers, bowing their heads, cried, ‘ Be it 
as the King says.* 

When the Tngleez heard of this Elcmzshedeh or good * 
news, they all rejoiced exceedingly; and the Queen of the 
Ingleez clapped her hands for joy. 

“And as for Napeer Singh, he took his two towels aad 
his piece of soap, and his scimetar, and he went away to the 
ship which was to carry him to the sea.” 

He left England the night of the 24th, the anniversary 
of his victory at Dubba, reached Calcutta the Cth of May, 
assumed the chief command forty- three days after quitting 
London — and found no war! 

“April 25th, off Ceylon . — You will have heard that the 
war is over in India, and Lord Gough has come off with 
fl^ying colours. Both these things rejoice me much. I'". 

I shall have no more to do with war and its miseries, which 
are, and ever were, hateful to me, whatever that false mouth- 
ing fellow Lord Grey may say to the contrary. 2®. It was 
hard that a brave old veteran like Gough, whose whole life 
has been devoted to his duty, should be dismissed from his" 
command^ and close his long career under undeserved abuse, 
because the directors keptjhim lu a post which was become 
too difficult. Both these subjects of pain to me are now 
over. I hear the Puiyaub is not^ tp be annexed, but 
to be goy^ed by a commis^on* the Lawrence family 
chiefly.*^ , ■ '' T - “v? 

On arriving at p^outta he found an honouiwUe testi- 
mony to hie ability from: Mr. Pringle, the civil Seivaiit who 
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had succeeded him in tlie government of Scindo ; — the foh 
lowing is an extract. 

“ Scinde, May. — I hope you will not consider it an in- 
trusion if I take this occasion to oflPer you my cordial con- 
gratulations on your present high appointment; and to 
assure you of the satisfaction it has given me, in common 
with all who have had opportunities of knowing the value of 
your services, to learn that they are again made available in 
a position of so much influence for the interests of this 
country. On your fitness for the military command there is 
' but one opinion; but I speak as one who had more than 
ordinary means of forming a judgment when I say, that 
your aid will he found not less valuable in the civil govern- 
roisnt, if your colleagues be wise enough to avail themselves 
of it ; and I can wish nothing better for the interests of our 
newly- acquired provinces in the Punjaub, than that they 
may have the benefit of the same strong and just govern- 
ment which was so successfully applied to the introduction 
of order here. With every wish for an equally successful 
issue to the brilliant career now opening upon you, believe 
me to remain with much esteem, &c. 

‘‘N. K. Pringle.” 

“ M. Genl. W. Napier, Calcutta, May 22nd. — In an hour 
I start, but have a moment for a few lines. I know nothing 
till I get to Simla, and can speak with Lord Dalbousie ; but 
the talk here is that Lawrence is opposed to the annexation 
of the Punjaub ; if so, it is bard to see why Dalhousie 
^appoints him and his fbur brothers to carry on a policy 
they do not apptoYe ef ; but I am obliged to doubt every- 
thing said here. Sing’s plan to pound Wlush in 

Gough’s rear was admli^blein design^ but not well executed. 
My would have b^en, mot, to. have crossed the ford, 
l^t ocenpy Mid havi% storaicd the t6te 

de pdnt and the.biddge on the Ohenaub : Gough 

would tinia have: if Mt^ke was successful ; 

if it &iM: Ooegemt j9lng*s rear. His next 
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error was his position at Goojerat, which is a strong village 
and should have been in hib centre and entrenched ; if he 
had placed it in his centre the battle would have been diffi- 
cult 1x) win ; but it is not fair to criticise either general till 
one hears the stoiy complete. The engineer who built the 
t^te de pent tells me the Sikhs could not storm it, tliat the 
works were too strong; but only half a battalion was in it, 
and a whole army would have assailed ! Governing the 
Punjaub by' a council of politicals is curious, and it is 
scarcely to bo believed that Dalhousie really means tins. I 
have a few steps to take which will do the army good, and 
then my hope is to return to you all. It is a fearfully hot 
journey up the country that we have before us, but I dare 
say we shall get over it well. r 

‘*Tbe same. Simla, Juno 22nd. — I do not know Lord 
Dalhousie yet, and can say nothing about his abilities ; hut 
he has hitherto given me full support and satisfaction: I 
shall require it, for my work is immense and very difficult. 
Whether I am equal to it I do not know, but am certain 
soon to be the most unpopular commander in chief that has 
yet filled the office. All is loose, and to pull up unpleasant, 
but must be done. The new Sikh regiments were formed 
before I came, in consequence of pledges given by Edwardes, 
Lawrence, Hardinge s treaty, Abbot, &o., in the hour of 
peril. Instead of tying up the fagot of sticks the political 
system seems to untie the bundle. The situation of the 
troops alarms me ; they are everywhere deficient in cover, 
and of course crowded. At Peshawur, at Eawull Pindco, at 
Lahore, in the Julunder : every^i^here. When autumn comes, 
unless we are saved by .a^imraole, like Whish at Mooltan, 
God help us, for I have not AJaddttfa lamp. We are help- 
less at this season; the troops chn^not march a mile, and 
there is ^tering this state of thiogd; which I sliall nf 
CQtii'Be he accused of producing^ and of mnrdering all who 
will die from Au(^8t to Cbtsstmas. |f we could i^t into 
camps of would be^^digfer#^ 
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bnt the human body cannot stand tents a week* there must 
be roofs. 

“ I believe some of Lord Gough's friends blame me for 
not writing to tell him of my arrival, and letting him put 
out his own order, resigtmig. Lord Balhousie thinks I was 
right, and the Supreme Council thought so too. My orders, 
signed by the duke are to assume the command, * without 
loss of time.' Such ‘ are the commands of Her Majesty.’ 
Well, tlie duke wrote to Gough, that he was to lay down Ins 
command ‘ at his convenience.' Littler told me this, and he 
had it from Gough. Now before I could have heard from 
Gough three weeks would have elapsed, and I had been re- 
fused in London six days’ leave for my convenience, having 
asked till the 1st of April/ Had anything bad happened 
during those three weeks I should assuredly have been 
called to account for not obeying Her Majesty's orders, to 
take command without any loss of time. Suppose J&ough did 
not choose to resign "until he was going home, which I knew 
he did not mean to do until October; I must then have de- 
clared war on him and taken command forcibly. I could not 
bo sworn in a member of council until publicly known as 
commander in chief ; neither I nor any of my staff would 
have received pay, and therefore the civility of waiting would 
have cost me £1200, and my staff in proportion, we living 
all the time at great expence : the few days I was in Calcutta 
cost me £200. For this 1 would not have oared much, had 
it been right to have waited, but that was .in disobedience of 
orders. 

“ Lord .Gough had been roughly woA Unjustly handled, 
and for aught I knew might* have, been ftirioti# and refused 
toj*esign; for he telle himself the duke's letter author- 
him to keep his Oomifiehd ait Us eohVenienou! In that 
case Z sbcmld hay^ to ^ 

bad been so. sli^k fink the army 

had been withoidi a 00 a fortnight 

be^i^'ifoyamvi^ to hold on 
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till winter ! I made up ray mind at once, and assuraed 
command, as every previous commander in chief had done. 
You will think I was right, and Gough told me 1 was so ; 
but one of his friends told me, he— the friend, thought it 
was not right. I like that noble old fellow Gongh more 
than ever. I told him ray wish was that he would order me 
home; it would be a kindness, and so saying I told him the 
truth. More than that, I am sure the people of England 
would be as delighted at it, os they were at my being sent to 
mpersede Gough; for that is the word, not succeed ^ despite 
of Lord John’s assertion : — witness Gomra’s arrival at Cal- 
cutta ! Successors are not ordered out in duplicate from the 
most distant corners of the earth. 

Thanks for your acoount^of Napoleon's pontoons. ^ I 
too woufd ratlier be governor of the Punjaub than com- 
mander in chief, as you say you would ; had I been so my 
arrangements would have been quite different from what 
they are. Wo shall see how the commission works; perhaps 
it may do, but my opinion is against it, and I shall confine 
myself strictly to my military duties, offering no opinions 
upon other matters. Had I been here for Lord Dalhousie 
to put at the head of the Punjaub I believe he could not 
have done it ; my suspicion is that he was ordered to put 
Lawrence there. Write to you often now I cannot ; my 
work is all details, and keeps me fifteen hours a day at my 
desk. I like Lord Dalhousie so far as I know him, he is 
very kind to me ; that is, be supports me, for as to private 
kindness X don't care a pinch of snuff, and would rather 
be without it, as interrupting business; which is the only 
thing that gives me pleasure.. ^Xt is cold here, fires in July 
in India ! The great height is oppressive to the chest : we 
are 7(K)0 ieet above the sea. * 

The same, July Hith, — Forty yoars nearly have passed 
siiioe wo fought on the Coa, and here we are still dive ! 
Y|||^uffering from ill healthy I away from all of yon^ and 
my |)osition or my work. Lord DalhoiMa is 
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frank, and my hope is that we shall work well together: 
the state of India demands this, •and especially the Punjaub. 
The military posititm of the troops is not bad, but I could 
not move a man in this hot weather. When they can bo 
moved J shall perhaps make some alterations. You will see 
the copy of a letter I wrote to the governor- general : if he 
takes my advice, good ; if not it will make me more anxious 
to go homo, because it is necessary advice, and if not thought 
good there must be another commander in cliief. I have 
written two or three of these kind of letters : — not theoreti- 
cal, but resulting from experience, and my belief is llmt they 
liavo been useful. ^ 

T do not like the state of things at all, but cannot enter 
in^o the subject, because letters aire not safe, and I have not 
time. My first object is to make the army know t\iat, good 
or bad, I am commander myself and am not commanded 
by my staff: the excellent and noble-minded Gough, much 
as he is loved, atid William I assure you deservedly so, 
did from sheer good-nature let the reins slip out of his 
hands too far : I do really love Lord Gough, hut must sny 
his good-nature went too far. My second object is to give 
a better tone to the officers, and already three or four have 
been broken for vile conduct. I go thoroughly into courts- 
martial, and endeavour by my remarks on sentences to 
amend the general notion ; which is to think that the 
offence of every culprit — that is officers, not soldiers, is to 
be passed over, as he is a ^ good fellow" a ^ poor fellow* 
and so forth. Thus every had fellow that tlie articles of 
war force a court-martial to cashier, has a recommendation 
tacked to his sentence ; and tialf the courts acquit a black- 
guard if they can ! But the arm*y is full of fine fellows, 
and I am sure of support agtiinst this maudlin mej^cy, which 
in every instance ^ I have rejected. 

third great object is. to restore discipline in various 
ways ; I am however too far away from the troops ; and to 
he with the govemoE-generol is too unpartcait for me to go 
VOL. IV, X 
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to the plains yet. My fourth object is to make a better 
arrangement of troops all* over India, when the weather 
admits. We have fifty-four thousand men in the Punjaiib; 
this is not noeossary, and yet my proceedings mast be very 
cautious, though I think it can cjpwell with 40,000, or even 
less. With good government twenty thousand would suffice, 
but not with a ‘ hoard of adminiHration / ’ as it is called. 
Tliis board has not yet got a jmlico ! and it has eighteen 
hundred men as guards, of whom neither the cornioander in 
chief nor the adjutant- general know a word ; and they ore 
from IG to 100 miles distant from any military station! 
Had^there been a sudden insurrection of Sikhs, the first 
knowledge of the matter would have come to me with an 
account of the destruction of these detachments ! Hardiuge 
gave more to politicals than even Lord Auckland did ! 

“ When I heard of these detached guards, I point(^d out 
to Lord Dalhousie the mischievous tendency of lotting poli- 
ticals interfere with soldiers : you will see it in the copy of 
my lelter. This must be stopped, and to do him justice he 
does liis best to support me ; poor fellow, ho is not in good 
health. I have had a trial of strength with the politicals 
already, and Lord Dalhousie has stood by me well. They 
had stationed three regiments at Adccnanuggur on the Has- 
salee canal, N.E. of Umritzer, to guard a deputy commis- 
sioner, and a treasuiy, and all the idle riff-raff sur- 

round a civil servant. This place is so unhealthy that the 
inhabitants flee in the rains as from death ; they go to Um- 
jitzer until tlie rains cease and then return. I removed thb 
troops and thus saved them : but the board ' suggests to Sir 
Walter Gilbert, that the depaty commission will be gob- 
bled up by the Sikhs, and he should send back a regiment 
of cavalry at least. Gilbert, accustomed to the omnipotei^ce 
of politicfds, did so, and the politicals appealed against the 
troops being withdrawn at all. Lord Dalhousie answered 
4hat they were not to interfere with the military in any way, 
and 1 ordered *t&e cavalry off, calling upon Sir W. Gilbert 
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to explain his conduct. This is victory No. 1. Lord B. 
tells me Lawrence will be enraged, but will not move him ; 
and certainly he will not move me, so ho must go to the 
wall. 

Mr. Pringle bohave|p!we]l in Scinde, but he is over- 
powered by that chap Willoughby, who is rapidly over- 
turning all my works, step by step. The pier is stopped; 
tlio barracks at Ilydrabad are stopped, while only one wing 
is completed ; all the materials ready for going on are lying 
about, and being destroyed ! Moonshee has been ruined by 
them; and justice is so much iu arrears Fitzgerald writes 
to one of my stall’, that an insurrection is not improbable ! 
!My military commissious are done away with, and also the 
jii^ge advoeaies who guided their proceedings: all is thrown 
upon the collectors, w'lio cannot get through their work. 
My native police officers, thieves set by me to catch thieves, 
liave been made magistrates ! if they will not oppress the 
people no matter. For myself I have no wish but to go 
home. I have too much knowledge, and too little power 
over things here. I have however received honest support 
from liord Dalhousie ; and ho shall have my support wdth 
all zeal for the service, and all possible desire to be of use 
to liim. And again let me express rny delight with old 
Gough ; he is so good, so honest, so noble-minded. I do 
reyoico in the promotion that has made this brave and high- 
minded veteran so happy and content that all wliicli has 
past is forgotten ! " 

The nefarious treatment of the moonshee, Ali Acbor, 
because be had been brave and useful and attached to Sir 
Charles Napier, will be fouhd at length in the general’s 
posthumous work; it marks the then Bombay government 
with indelible disgrace. Its efforts to destroy hiza however 
failed, his courage and talent are of a high order, and he will 
yet prove a formidable foe to lus persecutors : he has indeed 
been found so already. 

** Miss Napier. July, Simla. — Time doift jog on at all 

I 2 
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you old 73 ! lie gallops like a runaway liorse ! He jogs us 
throiigli, and I wish ho would jog mo homo, for here there 
is no use for mo. This place is very heaiilifal infloed ; but 
the great lieight gives an oppressive feel in tho cbest, 
and inukos mo draw a long breatt(fevcry five minutes. The 
mountains are steep, and covered with wood ; tho clouds are 
below us, flying in all directions, and oftentimes, as one sits 
in a room, a cloud Muilks in as nnconcornedly ns a (fliristian, 
and then molls away, going I suppose down our throats, for 
lie wots beards and mustachios : apropos, mine are regaining 
tlieir wonted dignity and are worthy of my position. The 
rains have at last sot in liere. Had tliey chdayt'd anotlu’r 
we(‘k, famine would have fallen on the land, and in India 
famines are said to be even more terrible than in Inhiit^d. 
Tell Lady Colchester, that India without Lord Elleuborongh 
is to me a ring of gold without its jewd. I liav(^ got his 
writing desk, and at it f stand writing words that burn 
for tho Court of Directors : No ! they do not burn, or tlio 
hall of lead would melt. 

'J’here is a vast deal of work on my hapds. You are 
lud a soldier, yet know enough of military things, and of 
geography, to understand me. Borrow a large map of 
India, and observe that I command more than 300,000 
men, of whom some are placed at Peshawur, some in 
Soiiule, some at Madras, some at Calcutta, some in Arra- 
cau, some in Assam. What an immense expanse they 
cover ! It takes a regiment five months and a half to 
march from Peshawur to Calcutta ; and from Calcutta to 
Assam four or five months more. I could not visit all 
the posts of the army ip less than a year. Now from each 
I get returns of men, of public works, of health and 
diseases, ‘^with moral complaints,’ petitions &c. and from 
such distant countries some are very diflBcult to understand 
sufficiently to give orders. You recommend Gardiners 
nephew. I kn^w him, but, strange as it seems, I have 
no patronage. * Lord Hardinge raised eighteen new regi- 
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inents, and did not give Lord Gough the disposal of a 
single conimi&sion. Lord DaWiousic has raised ten, and 
not a commission at my disposal; indeed they weni all 
given away before I came, Tlie governors- general keep 
tliese things for themseJ||s, 

‘‘ Lord Dalhousie, July 24. — Somewhere about 1800 men 
are employed in tliC* runjaub as guards of honour to com- 
missioners, and assistnut commissioners, and over trea- 
suries: some of tliese guards are said to be 100 miles distant 
from any station. This ought not to be. I do not speak 
tlieoretically but from personal experience. 1 wdll not here 
enter into the mueh-discussed question, whether the Sikhs 
are good or bad, hostile or favourably disposed towards us, 
I ^merely sp(‘ak of them as a conquered people. So were 
the Iloloochees, and they were hostile in the extreme, yet I 
gave no military guards to the collectors and sub-collectors, 
nor to the minor treastfries : no guard in all Scinde was large 
(mougli to have an officer upon it. My personal guard, 
holding as I did the high ranks of governor, lieuteuant- 
gtmeral and oommander of the forces, was a corporal and 
three ])rivaies. But when the government house was built, 
at a distance from the cantonment, — a number of thieves 
having been imported from Bombay, the premises being 
also extensive, and my office in the house demanding a 
night sentry, — ray guard w’as, much against my feeling, 
increased to six men. In the return 1 give your lordship 
the commissioners have sixteen, besides sergeants and cor- 
porals, and plenty of officers on guard, European and 
native. 

“ The treasury at Kurrachee, wljich woai immense, had 
only a sergeant and twelve men ; the treasurer himself 
having however his bungaSow close by, so that be and Lis 
servants were at hand. The minor civil treasuries in the 
country had no other guards than the police, and were kept 
low by giving cash to merchants for bills on Kurrachee, 
Hydrabad and Shikarpoor ; also by sendiflg money in by 
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poliocmcn, nnd in small sums : two or throe mounted sowars 
of tho police were sufficient* guard. I would have licld my 
administration os vei^ feeble and ill-arronged if I required a 
military guard for anything civil, unless some extraordinary 
case arose, wliich however never’ '"did arise while I was in 
Scinde : my whole force had always six nights in bed. A 
man had seldom to mount guard above once a weeh, and 
here, in some parts of India, I find the men have seldom 
more than one night in bed : in some oases tlio guards arc 
mounted two nights in succession by the same men. 

What is in the Punjanb I do not know, hut smdi sovoro 
duty is enough to destroy the discipline of an army, unless 
on a campaign, where the strength of men is on tho stretch 
for a few months. I was not governor of Seinde a moiKdi 
when I had formed in all its details a police, which consisted 
of 2100, cavalry and infantry, clothed and drilled alike, 
and spread all over the country. The cavalry, a sort of 
gens d* firmer ie, connected the stations of the rural police, 
patrolling all over tho country, and assembling to iitta(*k 
robber bands, which were common at first-, hut soon taught 
that Scinde W’as no place for them. This cavalry gave also 
information to the captains of police as to wdmt was going 
on. 

“ These diflerent police divisions were the real guard of 
the civil power : they were under the command of the 
magistrates, hut commanded by their own officers, to 
whom the magistrates applied, — and the police officers* 
whole duty was to protect the civil power. Now if the 
‘ hoard of administration* in the Punjauh, had a body of 
police like th»l of Scinde, onfy more numerous, say 8000, 
the country would be kept in order without soldiers. To 
form suclir,a police would take t(?n days or a fortnight, but 
it must ho done skilfully, or it will do more harm than 
good. TIio head of the police should be a man of high 
rank, sncli as Colonel Penny, or Brigadier Wheeler, or 
Lt.- Colonel Lawrence. But the great principle is that 
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there should bo no inixtiiro of the military and civil 
authorities : the latter should be able to execute all thoir 
duties by their own force without uny aid from the military; 
except in the one and only case of an iusurreciion ! Then 
the civil power of course ceases, and the military takes all 
into its own hands; thus peace and war are kept distinct 
and vigorous. 

If the civil power is allowed to look to the military for 
protection against robbers, and ordinary difficulties of go- 
vernment in time of peace, it becomes weak and inefficient : 
all its operations, from the highest to the lowest, become 
loitering, cureless and contemptible, for there is no stimulus 
to proper exertions. A military guard is seen at every town, 
all seems secure, idleness pervades tlie civil power, neglect 
of duty follows, and want of vigour becomes universal. The 
same thing ensues w'ith the troops. Discipline becomes 
slack, officers on detachment are idle, soldiers insolent and 
disobedient, guards do their duty slovenly, or not at all, and 
the whole becomes weak and worthless. The conquered 
population soon perceive this and take advantage when their 
tinjc conies. Meanwliile, the troops being at the call of the 
civil power, the commander can have no system ; and when 
a rising takes place, nothing like a proper distribution of 
troops exists, and they arc in a fair way to be overpowered 
and destroyed. 

“ Having a strong well-organized police, civil power is 
complete in itself and every individual feels that his safety 
depends on his own alertness and vigour: then his duties 
are fulfilled, he has the habit of looking to himself for 
success, and has no time to* be idle and take bis pleasure 
while his work is done by underlings, who tyrannize and 
diiTe the people to discctntent. The military (^fficors are 
not one whit better* They leave all to their sergeants if 
they are allowed to do so, and the troops are destroyed: 
civil servants leave fill to their clerks, and the people are 
destroyed. Bendering the civil power dependent on the 
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military for protection in ordinary cases, is of all evils llio 
greatest. I speak from noarly fifty years’ experience. I 
saw it in Ireland in ITOB, and again in lf^08. I saw it 
in the Ionian Islands. 1 saw it in thcNortliern District. I 
saw it in Scindc. I saw it produce a war in the Pimjaul) ; 
and I tliirik your lordship’s determination to keep the two 
powers of the Indian empire separate in the Punjaub will 
prevent another, if anything can prevent it. 

“ The reports of the guards for the civil service, which I 
have the honour to enclose, is a sufficient indication of tho 
danger of making the military subservient to the civil 
power. Wo liave an ill-considered and dangerous dispersion 
of nearly eighteen hundred soldiers in a newly-coiic]uercd 
country; one against which a commander must protest whq;n 
he discovers it, Avhich I have done by accident! It is by 
chance, from those under my command but by ebanee, I 
learn where soldiers arc posted by an extraneous authority, 
not by mine I Instead of b(‘ing posted by orders from the 
comiryiiider in chief, in ptirsuanc(3 of orders from tho go- 
vernor-general, to whom, if bo entortained any, be could 
state his objections, they are posted by subordinates who 
liave neither the knowledge necessary nor the responsi- 
bility I Should a sudden insurrection take place, those de- 
tachments would be cut off, or would be serious embarrass- 
ments to me in my operations for its suppression ! Th(?so 
isolated posts give a vast accession of strength to an enemy 
in the first six months of an intestine war. 

“ But it may be said that magistrates and treasuries must 
be defended : yes, but not by means more costly than magis- 
trates and treasuries are wortlO. Primary objects must not 
be sacrificed to secondary objects; neither were sacrificed 
in Sci ride,., which was a parallel ‘case. Now a magistrate 
has his police, his numerous attendants ; and neither be nor 
they do their duty if they do not know all that passes 
around them, and do not secure full time to take necessary 
precautions. A 'single magistrate has plenty of means for 
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escape ; a body of soldiers cannot elude an enemy witlj the 
same ease. If conspiracy be •discovei’ed at work, a magis- 
trate goes on a visit, a shooting**^arty, a tour, and away he 
flics: a detachment marching off gives an alarm, and is 
attacked and probably destroyed. A police, dependent for 
safety on their own alertness, look out : if they trust to sol- 
diers they are careless, and so is the magistrate. I therefore 
assert that the magistrate is more safe without a detachment 
than with one, unless it be of such magnitude as to Ijold its 
own and take the field : but in that case the army would he 
broken np altogether, and bo destroyed by an enemy of less 
ability and courage than have been evinced by the Sikhs. 

“ I have addressed your lordship tediously by this expla- 
nation of my opinion, but risk being deemed prolix be- 
cause I have thrice seen misfortune ai*ise in India by the 
employment of gentlemen, popularly termed politicals : and 
this state of the guards in the Punjaub furnishes an oppor- 
tunity to say, that I believe our former and late disasters 
may be traced, step by sh?p, to the interferenoo of these 
gentlemen. 1 beg however distinctly to assure your lord- 
ship, that no one can entertain a higher opinion than I do 
of the zeal, energy, courage, and, in some cases of tli© 
abilities exhibited by these politicals individually, botli civil 
and military. But the system placed them in a wrong 
position, and their personal good qualities only tended to 
increase diflSculties and embarrass the commander in chief. 
This is not paradoxical. The commander in chief has bis 
own general plan of operations, and so long as liis ofiicers 
receive his orders and execute them he remains responsible 
fur success or failure: buttiertain of these oflicers are in- 
vested with local powers, independent of the commander in 
chief, and exercise that power over portions of Jlie troops, 
and the more ably, boldly, energetically they work locally, 
the more they dislocate the commander s general plan, and 
risk the safety of the army, 

I weU know that your lordship s opinion concurs witlj 

I ^ 
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mine; but I write to shew that this apparently trifling 
matter of applying for gufwds, except formally to your 
lordship, is the more dang^ous because it is the beginning 
of confusion. 'Fhis makes me repeat, that in my opinion n 
powerful police placed wholly nt the command of the ‘ board 
of ad mini strati oil/ with whicli the commander in chief shall 
havf) no eoncern, or right to interfere in any way, will he the 
safest mode of proceeding in the Punjaiib under the present 
form of government, on which I do not presume to oflTer an 
opinion. It must either have a force at its disposal, or apply 
to me for tlie aid of troops : the first will give both the civil 
and military strength in the Punjaub ; the second 

will render both weak.’* 

After a considerable time this proposition for a powerful 
police was adopted for the Punjaub, and precisely after tlie 
model of that in Scindc: and it is “ t/ic* ojily yood Ihiny in 
fhc Punjanh system of admin is fra I ion said a man well 
informed on Indian matters generally, and x>fii’tieularly con- 
versant with both Scinde and Punjaub affairs. “It is the 
only good thing in the administration, and was established 
by men taken from Sir C. Napier’s school ; yet with quiet 
effrontery it has been assumed as on original creation of the 
Punjaub board of administration, and has been copied as 
such in Bombay and Madras.” To give credit for anything 
good to Charles Napier was treason against the Court of 
Directors. 
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Extremely onerous now were the duties of the rudiau 
commander in chief. IJe liad been sent out to lead armies, 
to repair disasters, to strike in a war where every blow would 
resound througli tlie world : he found himself a reformer 
contending will) inveterate military abuses intimately con- 

n(3Cted with worse abuses in the civil service, and tberefore 

• 

sure to be supported as profitable mischief. •It was a 
jjainful cliarge ; but never did he evade vexations, or reject 
labour attached to accepted duties. For liim duty was a 
sacred trust whatever might bo its accompaniments of 
sulTering or enjoyment, of honours or enmity, life or death. 
Like the bloodhorse, though capable of the greatest exer- 
tions be refused no drudgery, however unworthy of his 
spirit and powers ; and fortune had still in store one more 
occasion for the display of useful greatness, one more bright 
lay before the darkness of death. lie lind saved the Com- 
pany’s empire in war ; but war is a secondary danger for 
India, and be was now to save it from the most formidable 
of perils, mutiny amongst the native troops. He was also, 
such was his fate, to be again repaid for his services with 
the foulest enmity, the grossest injustice, and the most 
scurrilous revilemcnts of faction. 

“Journal. August 1st, Simld. — Once more to keep a 
journal ! I left England in triumph over my infamous 
enemies, but too miserable at leaving all I loved to feel that 
triumph; I had however expressed my opinion of their 
wretched characters. In. May we reached Madras, where 
my good and honest servant, Nicbola Bolssa, broke his leg ; 
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he (lied of it at Calcutta and I erected a tomb over him. 
He was an Illyrian by birth, entered the French army of 
the empire, was wounded in Italy, disbanded at the peace, 
and became a courier. I found him at Nice in 1847 ; ho 
was clever and honourable, and a very valuable man : his 
loss cut down my spirits more than I can describe. 

“ I assumed command of the four Indian armies the 7th 
of May, and was sworn a member of the Supremo Council : 
tlien my triumph was complete over my enemies in India 
as it had been in England. On the 22nd I left Calcutta 
and arrived the lOth of June at Simla, where I found 
Lord Dalhousie and Lord Gough, and Irom both received 
every kindness. Heavy arrears of business compelled mo 
to labour fifteen hours a day, but finding my health giviii" 
way about a fortnight ago, I resolved to walk on hour 
every morning, and ride one hour and a half every evening ; 
hut this long and weary journey has taught mo again, that 
Scinde lias left mo at sixty-(‘ight only a shadow of strength ! 
Ciui I command in a campaign if one should come? Well, 
welcome death if at the head of armies, for where could 
it reach me better ? I command more than three hundred 
thousand men. Would that my power over tliem was real, 
and Asia should rise like a balloon out of her state of 
tyranny, and men should bo free. But these ideas are now 
silly ; threescore and ten are nearly run, the grave awaits 
me, and honest execution of my duties is but preparation 
for that cud. 

August 2nd. — Begun a letter to Lord Dalhousie, telling 
him that if the army is not relieved from the oppression 
of the civil power India is not uafe. The habit is, that all 
civil servants have guards of Iionour, and treasury guards, 
and God knows what, till, when added to the military 
guards and duties, the soldiers are completely knocked 
up. Lately, a Captain Campbell, civil paymaster and of 
course out of my jurisdiction, chooses to live six miles from 
Wuzzeerabad, oxd a guard has to go to bis house every 
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day, for his honour and defence ! I only discovered this y(;s- 
terday, and he sluill lose his gu^rd ; but there are above two 
thousand officers and men thus employed by those civil 
servants and politicals. This shall not go on if I can stop 
it, and Lord Dalhousie is well disposed to help u\v , : he 
seems a good fellow and sharp, but I doubt his abilities 
being equal to the ruling of this vast empire. 

Wc have the Nizam with eight millions of subjects on 
the soutli, and the Soutliern Mahrattas ready to join him ; 
on the east the kingdom of Ava close on our frontier, and 
Calcutta without deftuico, seeing that all our troops ’aro 
in the North-West Provinces and the Punjaub. On the 
north lies Ncpaul, close upon the Ganges ; and then tho 
Ihnijaub, which they are governing so badly. Scinde also, 
where that * * * + Willoughby has overthrown, systemati- 
cally, everything I did ! He has swept away my whole 
system of administering justice, and instead of my military 
commissioners he has, I hear, made the rascally knrdars 
magistrates, and of course justice is sold : tho police native 
officers are also made magistrates ! men employed as thieves 
to catch thieves ! The two most powerful clan chiefs, tho 
Jam of tlie Jokeas and Wiillce Cliandia, liave botli been 
insulted ; in short all write to me to say Sciude is going 
to ruin : this is hard ! • 

“ August 0th. — I am working myself to death here, and 
what fame awaits me ? None ! I work because it is honest 
to earn ray pay, but work is disagreeable in tho extreme, 
hateful. Were I to remain five years I might do some 
good to tliis noble army ; but for the short time I am 
to be here nothing can he done, at least nothing worth the 
loss of health and happiness : nfever however did I know 
either, except when working in a garden, or in Cephalonia, 
making roads and doing good. 

“ 10th.— This is my birthday, and Kicbord’s was on the 
7th : we are both sinking below the horizon, and oblivion 
comes on apace. I have just heard of the deatli of my 
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friend Clmrlos Curling, at llydrabad — an honourable good 
man as ever lived, all thoa^ Curlings are : his glass has 
run, he is at peace and without a care ! Plenty of other 
anxieties. No mail, and it is many days beyond its time. 
I fear for the safety of the ship in which niy precious child 
Susan is coining out. Her husband is vei 7 uncomfortable, 
and WT arc afraid to tell each other the horrible thoughts 
that fonie themselves on our minds. 

“lull. — No mail! I cannot dwell on this, I must 
think of my work. Every anangement for the arrival of 
the 87th and 7oth Regiments at Calcutta, was made by me. 
and for getting those fresh regiments at once to the N.W. 
provinces j all have boon iijiset by the civil government ! 
My object was that two acclimated regiments should bo 
at Hum Hum, where they arc healthy, and tlie gin-shops 
known to their olBcers, who could thus conti’ol the evil. 
Thu Calcutta government have sent them up tlie country 
and crowded a whole regiment into barracks, where I had 
arranged for only a wing ; and it has kept tlie 75th at 
Fort William, where the greatest part will he immediately 
in hospital, and numbers will die. All this is because 
my friend Sir John Littlcr 1ms been foolish. 11c has more 
work than ho can do, and has probably left this to his 
staff# Sfark! I am commander in chief, yet I dare not 
interfere, because the lieutenant-governor of Bengal is my 
superior ! He is go Vcnior- general within the precincts of 
Bengal, and I can only pray that my arrangements may 
not be disturbed ! This is being commander in chief ! I 
will not stay. 

Anotlier sample. The politicals who govern the Pun- 
jauh sent me word, that if two companies were sent to guard 
their small under-political and hi^ treasure at Batalu, that a 
palace there would amply ^ accommodate the civil and mili- 
tary authorities, the treasure, and two companies of regular 
infantry at the same time they persuaded Sir W. Gilbert to 
send two companies. Thinking they were in a palace, and 
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being reluctant to move the poor fellows back to Goviiid 
Gliur in this tremendous heut, I did not counter- order this, 
when, lo ! the officer writes to mo that they have no room, nro 
in miserable tents and exposed to tlie raging unbearable sun, 
and that the political, the little fellow at Batalu, says, there 
is no accommodation for them ! Order them back says 
common sense. I cannot gentle air. I am commander in 
chief of the Indian army, but I cannot order a man to move. 
I must write a letter to one secretary, wlio writes to another, 
who addrcwsses a- third, wlio asks the governor-generars leave 
for tlie commander in chief to move the eoinpanies back 
again from Batalu : the house that Jack built is a joke to it ! 
The commander of 300,000 men can’t move two companies 
out (jf danger witliout leave of the civil power! I will not 
stay in India. 

13th. — Hero is a fresh proof of folly. The engineer 
department is nominally under the commander in chief. I 
find public works going on in the Punjaub, India Proper, 
Arriican and Assam. I read the reports of progress, and 
suddenly find ‘ works stopped ’ by order of the civil govern- 
ment, not sent through mo but direct to the engineer. I 
begun by bringing the engineers to their bearings for slow 
work, but soon found my command was only nominal ! I 
do not think Lord Dalbousie has the vigour, though ho Ijas 
the will, to put things right : ho is a clever man, but not able 
to rule such an empire. Glad I ara now that Lord Ellen- 
borough was recalled, for I should never have gone back to 
England had lie remained. I could never have left him, and 
could under him have done much good. The Punjaub 
would now have been like Scindc, for he designed to govern 
it himself. The Bombay wretches" have done away now with 
my canal establishment in.Soinde ; every tiling there is being 
destroyed, step by step, and systematically by Willoughby. 
The garden of Kurrachee ; the system of justice; the camel 
corps ; the barracks stopped ; the great mole ; the oomincree 
steamers abolished ; the canal administration ; the annual 
pay to Wullee Chandia for his 60 sowars — and then moon- 
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slice ruined by tlio foulest persecution! Well one must 
bear these things, for there; is no remedy. 

lf)th. — Napoleon’s birthday, it has brought mo good 
news : my cliild and her little Katf3 are all safe at Calcutta. 
I am quite tired of this command ; no power, no power, 
and great responsibility. This is a silly game to play, and 
I will not remain at the table. Lord .Dalhousio tries to do 
right, hut cannot ; it is not always that he catches my \iews, 
and his own are not groat ones: he is quick and catches 
up small things, hnt has no great general view's, and his 
mind cannot grasp them. Hardinge was more able, more 
experienced : yet Lord D. will do best in the long run. 

“ August 22ml. — More samples of the system. The bread 
and meat had at Uinhalla, because the military board put 
tbe wdu lie 'Contracts up to unction, and at such a price? (hat 
the contractors cannot keep their con trails. Punish thorn 
and get others ! yes, and forfeit the food until better is 
found, letting the soldier starve ! In a large town, where 
better food may be got in an hour, this will do ; hut hero 
time must be lost, and tbe patients in hospiUj cannot wait 

w'itliout great sulTering. Dr. H says this so often liap- 

poDs as to injure patients severely. I liave no power, the 
military board is the real commander in chief, and a very 
bad one. 

“29th. — I have just wiitteu a letter to a brave old soldier, 
Mahomet Buoksbec, a rissaldar of tbe 6 lb irregular cavalry. 
He was tbe companion of my fiiend Salter, and at Oocli, 
charging with him, slew a man who was holding Salter 
hard. I gave him a sword and wrote him a letter for his 
conduct in that campaign of 1 84 5 : ho lost his letter lately 
by robbers and asked me ‘for another. I daily see the pride 
and affection of my old comrades , amongst tbe natives, and 
it is more Ratifying to me than anything else. Lately the 
12th native infantry, which fought so well at Meeanee, 
on hearing of my arrival in India, asked their officers to 
write a letter to nie in the name of all the soldiers to con- 
gratulate me : I could do anything I like with these natives. 
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Our officers generally do not know how to deal with IIkmu ; 
they have not, with some excej?tioiis, the natural turn and 
soldierlike feelings necessary to dealing with them. W(‘ll, 
it matters little to me, India and I will soon bo separate, I 
see the system will not last fifty years. The moment tli(\so 
brave and able nativ(*s lonni how to combine they will rush 
on ns simultaneously and the game will bo up. A bad com- 
mandcr in eliief and a bad governor general will cleneh the 
business; and a good eomrnander in chief cannot be had 
under the present system. A good governor-general may, 
but he must also Inive a good cornnuinder in chief. 

“ Ifardiiige saved India at Feroshashur by bis great firm- 
ness and eouragci, and earned his lioriours well ; hut liti was 
unequal to the whole campaign, and failed as a staUjsman. 
Every one who knows liurd Gongh must love the brave old 
w^arrior, w'ho is all honour and nobleness of heart, and 
worthy of being ennobled for his virtue and goodness: were 
his military genius as great ns his heart the duke would bo 
nothing in comparison. 

“ War is a dreadful trade, but one looks back with plea- 
sure to the exciting s(a'nes of past campaigns, and loves the 
company of those who served with us. Turenne was a for- 
tunate man. Wolfe, Moore, and Abercrombie, were not so, 
they were killed in llieir first victories ; they did not live U) 
feel the confidence victory excites in the troops. The feel- 
ing, that, wlien battle comes on like a storm tliousands of 
brave men are rushing to meet it confident in your skill to 
direct them, is indescribable; it is greater than the feeling of 
gladness after victory; far greater indeed, for the danger 
being then over, and brave fticn Ijdng scattered about dead 
or dying, the spirit is sad. Oh ! there is no pleasure after 
a battle beyond rejoicing that we have escaped bping slain. 
But when the columns bear upon an enemy as the line of 
battle forms, as it moves majestically onwards to conquer 
or die, as the booming of the cannon rolls loud and long, 
amidst pealing shouts and musquetry, then^a man feds able 
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for his work and confident in liis gifts, and liis movements 
tell upon the enemy. Th^e is no feeling to equal that 
exultation, which makes men seek to become conquerors if 
religion does not aid reason to hold it in check: but 'all 
is vanity!' However old Solomon had a merry life, a 
merry rather than a virtuous one, despite of all his wisdom, 
and if the proverbs are really his he was very wise. 

“ September ^kd. — A marked day this in my life ns well 
as in old Noll’s. vSeveii years of strange life have I had 
in the East. I quitted it once and was received with honours 
and banquets in England ; and in Ireland, dear old Ireland, 
with glory. Well, no sooner were pudding and my just cas- 
tigation of the Hogg over than war again broke out in the 
Punjaub. My prophecy that it would was given in speeehos 
in loiters, in conversation, two years before; it was quoted, 
repeated, contradicted, and believeil, and turned out true to 
the letter. Then India, civil and military, called for me, and 
when some disastrous work ensued the cry reached England. 
I had previously called the directors ugly names in public, 
and maintained the assertion; the pill was bitter for them, 
but they were compelled to swallow it and appoint me one of 
their Supremo Council. Lord John Kussell, in concert with 
them, wanted to do me oiit of that liononr: this was made 
clear at an interview with his lordship. He was shy and not 
explicit, I was explicit and not shy, and spoke with such 
vehemence as to settle the matter at once— for jumping to 
iny feet and extending my ^clenched hand, I said, Looh here 
Lord John ! If they cant find a jtrecedent for my goiny 
out with a seat I willy by God, find one for a commander 
in chief not going out when ^offered the situation. Oh, 
said he, they will, I am sure, find one. My lord I do not 
care whether they do or not, but to India I will not go with- 
out a seat in council. They found tlioir precedent, England 
was vociferous ; Chillianwallah had set up as well as spilt 
John Bull’s blood, and have me ho would. 

“ Had the Court of Directors refused, I wish it bad, 
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pfirliainont would have forced it, for ninny members W(*ro 
prepared to move in tlie inatt(?r, and I could not walk tbo 
streo 3 ts of London without being followed. When iny wif^ 
and I slopped our carriage at any shop crowds waited on 
me and cheered. Lord Brougham wrote to me, tliat lio had 
never seen or rend of such a sensation in a wliolo country, or 
such a feeling through all ranks as I had caused. Wcdl I 
had my dinner at the London Tavern, and very- grand it \vas 
too — not like that of Dublin thoiigli, not like that to ino ! 
I sat between the Duke of Wellington and the cliairman, 
(jenenil Lnsliington. T had been sworn in and made my 
speech, and laughed in my slec‘ve wliile speaking to llio 
twenty four directors at that table ! The duke spoke long. 
He said, ‘ he laid dined at that table to take leave of gover- 
nors-general, of governors, and of commanders in chief, but 
he had never been [it any dinner there which gave liim so 
much pleasure as that had.’ I’hese wore his words, but tbo 
reporters, tbo directors of course, put in every paper ’which 
gave him more pleasure:’ but his ^ so much pleasure* was 
given einplinticnlly, and the iiiisreport was ^ no mistahe !' I 
tlien left England to bo commander in chief, and a very low- 
bred, miserable, sneaking, toad-eating post it is: T am not 
commander. I will not quarrel if possible with this gover- 
nor general ; hut he is sickly, and they have mistaken their 
man : be is not equal to the ruling of this mighty empire. 

“ September Tith. — My nephew William was nearly killed 
two hours ago : his hor.so was kigjted by another over a pre- 
cipice, 27 feet perpendicularly, yet neither arc the least hurt! 
The horse who kicked liim grazed his knee so as to leave a 
mark ; had ho struck full thS knee must have been smashed : 
more luck still; he fell on the hard road below on his head ! 
How wonderful his escape*: he must be hanged l.fear. 

’’September 9tb. — A moral figbt with tbo governor- 
general. I thought the preservation of the camel corps had 
been promised to me, but letters from Fitzgerald told me it 
was to be broken up: astonished at this? I wrote to tlio 
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governor- general, wlio tlius answered. Oh I I thougljt you 
only wanted the camels ; the- Homhay government dismissed 
all the men months ago. I replied to this nonsense by send- 
ing liim his own general order, and that of Bombay, ordering 
them to be broken up on the 15th ! ! Oli ! he had not seen 
it. Tliere is so?tie trick about tliis. Old Fadladeen Benson 
leads him, I suspect, by the nose, and is his great military 
adviser. I had explained to Jjord Dalhousie the use and 
value and economy of the camel corps, and that iiisLaid of 
opposing the Bombay governor’s bad proceedings ho was 
going with them. This he does not understand I think yet. 
Moreover he is afraid of that government: he is quite unequal 
to the good government of this vast empire— quick and clear 
but of no calibre. Hardingo as a soldier knew and made 
some military arrangements ; this young man not only 
makes none himself, but fears to let mo do so : he is terrified 
by the idea that my design is to encroach on his powers, 
which makes me laugh. 

“ I do not w^ant to encroach on him, hut he sliall not 
make me re.sponsible for his own bad arrangements. I like 
him, he is seemingly a good fellow, but he has no head for 
governing this empire and drawing forth all its wondrous 
resources ! What the koh-i-noor is among diamonds India 
is among nations. Were I emperor of India for twelve 
years, she should he traversed by railroads, and have her 
rivers bridged, her sent of government at Delhi, or Meerut, 
or Simla, or Allahabad, ^ Her three armies should occupy 
three camps, one at Delhi or Meerut, oue in Scinde, and 
one on the Barrumpootra — each 50,000 strong. No Indian 
prince should exist. The Nizam should be^o more heard 
of, Nepaul would be ours, and an ague fit should become 
the courtly, imperial sickness at - Constantinople, while the 
Emperor of Eussia, and he of China should never get their 
pulses below 100 ! 

As to my treasury, it should be full of gold, accumu- 
lated by econonfy,' such as no government but that of the 
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great king of Prussia ever exhibited. Tlie grandeur of tlie 
East should bo in its power, itsinighty power ; in its arniies 
and its justice; in its strength for making terrible war, and 
in its long peace ; for who dare make war on such a land 
when happy and well cultivated, with conimeree, good roads 
and railroads, and canals; when its govorninent was just and 
prot<‘crivo of the poor, having a strong police, taxCvS of little 
weight, a full treasury, and 150,000 strong soldiers well 
drilh*d, and trained in great standing camps for the protec- 
tion of all ? Who? I say ! None. In twelve years of my 
reign there should not he a war, not a shot fired, except to 
put down Nopaul and the Nizam, both small affairs for a 
few ^\ inter months. There \voiild ho but one diniculty in 
aU this, a very great one, hut not iiisuperahlo : the destruc- 
tion of corruption, that demon of the East. It would ho 
the greatest, the noblest, hut by far the most diflicult to 
oviTcome of all obstacles : yet justice would do the job. 

Sc'ptemher 21st. — Dined with Lord Gough : he is a most 
amiable noble-hearted man. It is impossible to remain 
here. T ordered a barrack, from which a sick corps had 
hotJii withdrawn, to bo cleansed and repaired as another 
regiuKMit was to occupy it. The executive engineer cannot 
obey my orders until he has the leave of the military hoard; 
and that hoard applies to the governor-general, who grants 
or refuses, and the decision travels hack to rnc in due time! 
I \Yanted the Cawnpore barracks to be vacated, and ordered 
the troops to Agra on the 7th,, of August. My order to 
have the Cawnpore barracks put in order was of moment, 
they being uninhabi table, and the 87th Begiment being on 
the river, coming to them : Nothing was done. The engineer 
reported to the military board, and on tlie 28th of August a 
letter comes from it, to sny the governor-genernj has com- 
plied with my wishes ! that is he has told the board it may 
give authority for commencing the works. 

“ September 23rd. — ^Just seen Sheik Ali Hussein, who 
was Ali Moorad s miniater in Scinde. The* sheik is a clever 
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chap ; iu)t the personification of honesty perhaps, but true 
ns steel to liis own broad and butter. He quarrelled with 
Ali Moorad, entered Moolnij's service, and became his minis- 
ter. Had Moolraj opposed me in the first Punjnub war my 
advantage ^vould have been surprizing; but Lord Hardingc 
thought Mooltan better in Moolraj s hands than in mine, 
and all sorts of fine things resulted from tlie bright plan 
concocted by him and J)oodle Currie. The sheik tells me 
how ill Mnjor Edwardes used him; the major being preju- 
diced by the pataiis, whicb was very natural. The slioik 
was tried and honourably acquitted. lie says Goolab 
Sing’s army is bad, but ho has immense trcMisures, numerous 
forts, and quantities of guns. This corroborates another of 
my informers' story ; but the bavin" taken no pains wj^th 
his army leads me to tliink lie wiff not quarrel with us, 
tniless ill-used, or violently tempted by some egregious folly 
on our part. 

** The sheik also, corroborating other information, says 
Goolab’s nephew is his bitter enemy, and the more so be- 
cause of the alliance with us. I cannot make out Goolab’s 
age, but it is the wrong side of sixty. The son of Emaiini- 
oo-Deen is also his enemy ; and, in a row, if we do not 
tiflroiit this man he will raise all the hill-zneii of Caslmiere 
in our favour. 

“ September 2Gth. — A brave native gentleman, who dis- 
tinguished himself in our service during the Aflghan war, has 
written to ask my leave to accompany me on my military 
tour. I think that I cannot take him without the leave of 
tlie governor- general ! Was there ever anything so ridicu- 
lous as this law of India ? 

“27th. — Anniversaj'y of Busaco, where Wellington first 
essayed the courage of the Portuguese troops. We had a 
battalion of them at the bridge of the Coa the 24th of 
July, under George Elder, who, doubting tbeir quality, 
asked me to stay by them at the first onset : I did so, and 
the men fought \lrell ; but I soon left them, because Crau- 
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furcl, with whom I was n favourite, desired me to act as his 
iiide-de-carap. Well llusaco was the groat tost, and a very 
heautiful fight it was. The French were in the #alJey, 
shrouded in mist when the morning broke and the running 
fire of the outposts began; soon an irreguloi* but very sharp 
nmsquetry rung through the gnidually-dispersing mist, 
which, mingled with smoke, came up tlie mountain, and 
from it many wounded men broke out. 1’he picqncts then 
appeared, being driven hack, but firing so hard tliat our 
line loudly cheered them from the crest above: following 
fast came the enemy's columns, and BO pieces of cannon 
opened with a roar from the summit of the mountain, send- 
ing shrapnels shells and round shot down on them. The 
hiiitle was thus begun, and soon they reached us. The 
fii’ing rolled loud anJ^^eavy, the shouts of our nrien were 
grand, and their charges in different parts of the line went 
fiercely home. I was hit, woo the while for me ! Now, 
thirty-nine years after, the horrid suffocation of that wound 
is scarcely endurable. Oh ! it shakes my very soul, the 
liorror of this feeling does ! I was carried into a small 
chapel of the convent of Busaco : it liad a largo arch in 
tlio wall, only partly built up from below, so that I heard 
people, officers high of rank, in the next room, eating and 
drinking thongli tlie battle was not yet over ! Some talked 
of ray father and mother, praising them and their extra- 
ordinary beauty. I was BO delighted at tliis, as hardly to 
feel pain, but finally disgust at these men for being out of 
the battle so excited me, that I got up from the pallet on 
which I had been laid, walked clean out, and got to the 
convent door, looking for my horse. I was however seized 
instantly by Edward Pakenbain, alld led back with this ex- 
pression, ‘ Damn it Napier, are you mad to think you can 
go back in this state to the action ? Be quiet for God's sake.* 
I could not speak plain, as my jaw was broke, and blood 
flowed freely from my month, so my looks were worse than 
the reality. *9 
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While these men were eating and drinking my two 
brothers were in tlie field, and sent me. word tliey could not 
comedo see me : how proud and happy this message mfidc 
me ! T glorit'd in them, yet, thinking I could not live long, 
I was very anxious to see them, especially as I lieard Gcjorgo 
had been wounded. TTe was gallantly leading a charge, and 
wliih; half turned, with liis sword up, was shot by a Freneh- 
man tltrongb one sid(‘ of the antipodes to my wound : the 
muzzle was so elos(3 the fire scorch(*d liis clothes, and the 
wound, tl)ough not dangerous, was v(*ry severe indeed. 
William had been shot through the hip two months hefore 
but did not go to the rear, and went into action here with his 
wound still open. Well, we are now all thre*e still alive and 
old men; we wore then young, stroi^, and as handy nieu^as 
any in the army; wo have had fiflien or sixteen wounds 
amongst ns, and being very fond of eadi otliei* it made a talk 
amongst our comrades : noble, brave and oxcelleui comrades 
they wore! Poor Edwanl Pakenham was wounded at Bu- 
sftco, which was what brought him to tlie convent, and 
having boen dressed he was returning to the battle when he 
oauglit me trying to do tlie same. Poor fellow ! lie was a 
horoio man that Edward Pakenham, and it whs a thousand 
pities he died in defeat : it was not his fault that defeat. 

I tliink of tliose times gone by, \Yith a mournful gloomy 
mind. We three brothers went that day into battle with sad 
hearts, for our cousin Lord March . Imd told us our beloved 
sister Caroline, just twenty- two years of age, was dead ! Our 
hearts sunk with sorrow, we said nothing but embraced each 
other and went to our posts: mine was w’ith Lord W^elling- 
ton. My cousin, Black Charles the sailor, was with me ; he 
too had been wounded a few days before. Our lives have 
since been full of events. He set up a king in Portugal 
despemte tea %bt against great odds; and I have 
pU^d down sis kings after a land fight against great odds, 
Nov? I am. aLJilie . bted of nearly 400,000 men, and he has 
of Englandd George bai^ just <|uiUed the 
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gorernment of tl>e Cape, and William that of Guernsey* 
George kept the Cape from war tho whole time he was there, 
and the moment he left it war began No one gJves him 
credit for this ; men do not value pence, or those who pre- 
serve it: human nature seems esHcntinlly belligerent It is 
a glorious excitement, but reason abhors it 

“It IS a subject of gladness to me not to have comtnandod 
at Goojerat, I might not have Lteu able to control that 
love of war wbioh u certain conseiousiiess of being able to 
wage it creates in me , and I know well wbat Qoojornt 
and Its results would ha\e been m my hands Shere Sing 
had a road running to the onl) pass, bdiiiul his light lear, 
by wlinb he could esenpe , had his light flank been turned 
^his wliole mmy was, lost, for tbeic was no passing the ridgo 
of locks behind liim except by that one pass, llis position 
would have been veiy stiong indeed had he made Goojciat 
the front of his centre, instead of a support a mile in lear 
that, or gone in rear of the pass altogether. 

“ M, Genl. W. Napier, October Otb.— I never write 
to you because T cannot write and as a// goes wiotig 
in India a quire of paper would not tell you half. Lord 
Dalbousio supports mo to the best of Ins abilities, but ho 
cannot break bad system to atoms, and noibing shoit of 
that will do here. Keep this secret, for all 1 do and say is 
caught at and disfigured, and the disfigurement adds to my 
difficulties, whii h are hardly to bo snrmoui^di wifcKout that. 
Lord Lalhousie is very )ouUg, and oblfgeft tO decldp oft 
matters which require experionee, and few men can learft 
India m a moment * ho has a bard task. The Xjawreucea 
have been forced upon him, thqijPui^aub system is not bis: 
at least he tells me so. Sir II<^ry Lawrence is tt gSbd fel- 
low, hot I doubt bi$ oapacky, J^is brother John i4 to 
he ft clever and^l <uft incl^nei td liint;; be is ; butr a man 
may have not he a large ddSifttfy, 

^ t hayufta^^' tepolii: on |ft4ia generally^ 

gim 08 drink mxU- 

voin ly. ^ ^ 
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tary complete until you have seen it. This will be a docu- 
ment for them when I leave Jndia, and I think my principle 
is riglit, but the next man won't use it. 

“ I am going on a military tour, and a very pleasant one 
it ought to be, exactly Alexanders maich, but retrograde. 
The young part of the army bears my tightening hand beau- 
tifully, and the old not amiss ! Gilbert is a sensible fellow, 
and a good soldier ; Wheeler is capital ; siiid to be cross- 
grained, not so with me, and is always right. Colin Camp- 
bell admirable. Old is better than we who know 

him could reasonably expect, and takes rowings kindly: 
the cavalry and artillery, as usual, the most troublesome. 
Your friend young Bowie is a fellow of the right stamp ; 
Lord D. has made him his aide-de-ciimp, because he was un- 
lucky. I like Lord D. so much, that it goes against the 
grain to find fault, or rather to criticize : fault there is none, 
the system is too powerful for him.” 

The following letters are curious, as shewing how even the 
greatest of men, when not personally directing, will expect 
others to make bricks without straw. 

“Lord Ellenboroiigh to Lady Napier, October lltb. — I 
have sent Sir Charles’ letter to the duke. Pray send the 
duke’s letter, ns I copied it, to Sir Charles, as he may not be 
able to i*ead the original, which I shall send him by the next 
mail, the writing is so indifierent. In sending Sir Charles’ 
letter to the duke, I mentioned tlie measures I bad taken to 
relieve the army from civil duties, aud to render the civil 
forces more efficient ; and how those measures, of which he 
had experienced the benefit in the increase of his disposable 
force upon the Sutlej in 18^5- 6, were yet abandoned by Lord 
Hardinge when the ^ourt objected to the new system. My 
new system was always odious to the civilians: it gratified 
their vanity to be able to order the troops about; and be- 
sides, all their patronage in the appointments of Cfanprassies 
and Btirkundauze was necessarily put an end to. This they 
did not lika much, and their native Omrahs, who managed to 
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bring in tbeir relations and to job and sell the appointments, 
liked it ntill less,'* 

“Duke of Wellington to Lord Ellenborough, October 
7th. — I have seen in the newspapers statemoiits that Sir 
Charles Napier would return home in the month of March, 
but I have heard nothing from authority on the subject; nor 
do you mention in your letter of the 0th, which I received 
this morning, that you have the report from any authority. 
I shall very much lament his return. I hear from the gove- 
nor general thut he is very well satisfied with his relation 
with him, and is disposed to place confideiico in Sir Charles I 
Ilis return will be a groat misfortuiie to the public interests, 
as well as to himself, but I really hope that ho does not think 
• of such a thing !’* * 

From the expression “ a misfortune to himself" it w^ould 
appear, thaj by those in power. Sir C. Napier was not con- 
sidered as a great nuui having claims on the country for 
honour and attention, and respect; not as a man cajwtblo of 
a guiding poli(;y, but as a tool, to be used while couvenient 
for expediency, and to be misused when not rorjiiired. How 
could it be a misfortune to himself not to continue a patient 
insultt‘d drudge ? The total w^ant of power to do good, os 
disclosed in his journal, was overlooked; his genius, and 
knowledge, and experience, his laborious habits — all these 
were only valued as they might cairy an inexperienced lord, 
of half his age, safely through abounding difficulties. If 
his coming away was a misfortune for the public why was 
he not made governor-general? No ! Sir C. Napier was to 
be the drudge of a lord placed 1^ aristocratic influence in 
power, without knowledge ; and with what arrogance he was 
disposed to uste that power may be judged from his /irst 
interview with tbo aged hero, whom honest patriotism had 
momentarily brought under his control. '' I have been 
warned Sir C. NPapier not to let you encroaoh upon my au- 
thority, but 1 will take 4ammd ^are you s/tadl not" 

Such was Lord Doihousie's address to a inan more 

K 2 
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tlmn twice his ago, vvIkj had been sent to him ns the ehoson 
chiunpiun ol’ Enghiiul ! ifiul the vulgar iiisolonce be(ui 
repelled by tossing tlie Queen’s eommission in liis fae(', it 
would have bec'ii a jusLiria])lc retort. But Charles Napier 
was too intent upon duty to let even this outrage distur]> Iiis 
eqiuiuiiuity ; public \vroi)g could always move him to anger, 
but this only ino\'e(l him to pity for the wtaik creature before 
him; and his journal has, and will shew, (hat ho kept Jus 
judgment clear of passion, measuring the govcnior-generars 
ability by his public acts. Now let it be seen bow brave and 
gjuierous men like liimself vii‘wed bis advent and Ids labour. 

“ The mas(>]de frateruity gave him a diumu’ as a brother : 
many of the leading oHio<‘rs of the Indian army w< jue- 
seiit, and Iris licalth was given with this sfeecb. ‘ 'Fried in 
many high posts, and tested by oonjnnetiires as ditbeuk 
as dang('rous, be has been ever true to the ancestral motto 
of ids huidly roady <uje ready'* and invariably found equal 
to the emergencies that liave marked Ids long and illustrious 
career.’ ” 

This aeknowledgoinent of the masonic eompliim'iils dis- 
closed a new passage in Itis eventful lil’e. 

Pew masons owe so much to masonry ns myself. — I 
was once a prisoner, wdthout hope of being exclianged and 
expecting to be sent to Verdun; for at that time thcTo was 
no excbaiigc of prisoners ; a man who was taken lost all 
ebance of promotion, or even of seeing his friends again. In 
this state of despair and misery, knowing mine must bdievo 
mo killed, I was casting about in thought bow to onmmii- 
idcato with them, when it^came into my head tluit 1 was a 
mason. Then I i)oked out a brother, a French officer called 
BoatemSy a very good name, and like a good and honour- 
able brother he mantigcd to send a letter from me to Eng- 
land : no easy matter in those days. It w as a very hazardous 
undertaking fiu’ a French officer, but my honest and good 
brother did it for me, and wnihin three months my family 
knew I lived.” 
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To this public t(‘atiniony of respect was added a private 
one, not less indicative of the® general fi‘tding, and coining 
from a brave and noble soldier, Sir Colin Campbell. 

‘"To Sir C. Napi(‘r. — I was truly sorry to hear tlint you 
deemed it necessary to devote such a numh(?r of hours daily 
to your work. Tiftoen hours is beyond th() strength of any 
man ; the youngest constitution could not stand that amount 
of daily labour continuously, without giving way under such 
cx('rtion of application and confincnu'ut. You have a great 
task on hand, in the success of which every officer, young 
and old, of both services in this army, who fi'cls the slight(‘st 
coiK^ern for its honour and well-being, is deeply interesttal. 
And I know that in your efforts for its improvement you 
► cany with you hearty approval and cordial good wishes 
of every regimental officer, and all oflicers in command of 
troops in tlic army. 

“You undersUind and are acquainted with the army of 
India, an advantage which few commanders in chief enjoy 
upon their first appointments: and as every officer, and 
every soldier too, is awaro that the improvements now being 
introduced originate entirely with yourself, all are anxious 
that your iieulth and strength should not fail while engaged 
in the good work. Think of saving yonrsidf enough to 
carry through the very arduous job you have taken in hand, 
iu which every one wishes you success, and wliieh for many 
reasons none other than yourself can or could accomplish.” 

His j/iurnal of military inspection now commenced. 

“Journal, October 13th. — Anniversary of my fathers 
death. He was fifty-four. Giving my mother his watch, he 
said ' Sarah, take my watch I%ave done with time!* and 
immediately expired ! My hope is to meet him, and it will 
be soon. • 

“ Jerrog, October 22nd. — Left Simla where I have dwelt 
among the clouds for four months and six days, doing much 
hard work, which, of course, as at Cephalonia^and Scinde, 
will be of no use, and undone by my successor, who will 
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be nnotber fool : — a fool with a will, or a fool williout a will. 
If the first ho will undo all my work, and do his own. If 
the last he will let other men have their will, and probably 
be nnndo a lord for so doing : not that I want a peerage, but 
most men do, and tliat is the way to gain one. I reviewed 
nt .letag the little Ooorka battalion : they are said to bo 
brave as men can be, but horrid little savages. Tbeir 
^ hooker if is a sort of knife, like a straitened reaping-hook. 
IVoops to engage these small but strong devils should have 
shoulder chains, for the Goorka makes three cuts ; oiio 
across the shoulder, the next across the forehead, tlio third 
a ripping-up one. If then the shoulder be safe there are 
but two parries to make, and a firm staud with a strong 
bayonet w^l settle koohery. ^ 

“ It is very strange bow English ofiicera will cry up every 
weapon but tbeir own, altbough every soldier knows it to be 
the best; MoMurdo witli a good sword would kill liulf a 
dozen of tliesc Goorkas, one after another. However they 
are brave little men, and all surrounding nations dread 
them. We sliould theVeforo make much of them, take 
fifteen or twenty thousand of them into pay and over- 
throw their king with liis own subjects : they should he in 
number equal to the British forces here, aud then the 
Sepoys could not ^ turn out' 

“Sabttthoo, 23rd. — An examination of the barracks hero 
leaves no wonder at the sickly state of the men ; in rooms 
badly ventilated, and only 12 feet bigli, they put (5ne hun- 
dred and forty- two men ! The principle of the military 
board is that of the Black Hole of Calcutta ; only ninety- 
four men should have be^a in those barracks at the most. 
Iloxy is it possible men should not be sickly and die ? They 
do die by hundreds, and a man costs the Company £} 00 the 
day he lands : be must be replaced at the same expence. 
Take tlie cost of these and the like barracks, in this ease it 
has been very great, and we have the cost of uninhabitable 
barracks. ^Is not this inconceivable folly and cruelty ? The 
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directors fancy tliis military board is economical ! ! Tt is 
certain that people of mediocre talent always put their foot 
in it : moderation is their cry, that is, do things by halves 
because you have not talent for doing all right. Had Lord 
Ellenhoroiigli and myself been moderate, after this fashion, 
in Scindo, rivers of blood would have flowed : there would 
have been a battle of Feroshnsbur, but Sobraon would never 
have been fought, or if fought, it would have been on the 
banks of the Jumna ! 

"‘October 24tb, Kusaowlio. — This place is very pretty, 
mountain scenery and as bcmltby as possible ; fine mountain 
seeiKTy cannot be unbealiby, ycU the soldiers are sickly: the 
barracks are infamous! Calculated for five hundred men, 
the military boiiHd, that curse of India, has put 1800 into 
them ! N umbers have perished, killed in this way by that 
board. 

“Dugshai, arjth October, — This place is magnificent fora 
barrack, and the bainu^ks are good, but with one fault, they 
are too broad; and again the infernal military board will jam 
more men into them than ought to^he, and the overplus die. 
Each man should have a thousand cubic feet of air; short 
of that sickness and death result, as sure as night follows 
day. When not crammed the Dugshai barracks arc good. 

"" Kalka, October 20ih. — Passed over some miles of road, 
than which none can be worse or more dangerous. One 
place, fifty yards long, being measured with a stick, was eleven 
inches wide: on one side was a precipice of 800 feet with 
a rocky torrent below ; on the ot|ier the bank rose so steeply 
that, although not absolutely perpendicular no one could 
stand on it. To make the transit ipore fearful, the path 
sloped towards the precipice. On this the liorso walked, and 
half way the path had a soit of rocky step for two J^rds ! 
No horse fell^ but none of us rode, except Lieutenant Jack- 
son the magistrate of the district : he.rides it two or three 
times a week I I would not do so for ten pounds : one slip 
by bis horse and no power on earth could save him. Captain 
Harding did ride over one of the worst of these bits, but 1 
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think he did not see it till so close that to dismount 
was impossible: in other places, where we did not dismount, 
our legs hung over the precipice. How the hearers got the 
Pulkees along I know not, but they did, holding them 
actually over tlie edges. 

“ Umballa, 27th.— Saw thebody-guard, and made acquain- 
tance with their commander, !Major Mayne ; a fine dashing 
handsome hdlow, and a good soldier I hear, '.riie guards 
aro fine-looking men ,* each had a medal, being all old 
soldiers, and their horses are beautiful. Dalhousie is bent 
oil following Hardinge’s plan of reducing them, instead of 
I.ord Elleiiborougli's plan of making tliein a superb corps. 
How invariably ^ mcdioeres* fall into each otbcrs’ plans, 
and eschew those of great men. Yet Hardinge was far 
above par. 

“ Heobund, 29Lb. — Here, amidst qu/intitios of monkies, 

I w^orked at my military report on India. I forgot to men- 
tion that at Kussowlie and the other hills, are tlio largest, 
finest butterflies, and other insects, in the world. Some 
were scarcely less than' this book — nine inches by four : 
they are sold for a gold moliur, nearly two pounds ! 

“ Meerut, Oct. 30th. — Finislied my report on the defence of 
India ; good in my opinion, but it must bo again read over. 
People may think it sense or nonsense, but I know it is 
sense, and am pretty sure my brother William will think 
so too : his opinion and Kennedy's are the only ones 1 care 
for, and Kennedy likes it. Lord Ellonborough will certainly 
like some parts, for they are his own : it is the system adopted 
by me for Scinde, but on a large scale. 

“ Delhi, 31st Oct.— Beached this famous city, and have . 
been just visited by the ex-Baja of Gwalior, Hindoo Bao. 
He a fine stout fellow, sometliing between Harry tlie 
Eighth and Falstaff, but short and squab ; sitting, I took 
him for six feet high, hut when he rose he was not so tall 
as myself— apd my excellency stopped on the journey towards 
heaven at five feet seven inches and a half. 

** Nov. 1st. — The grandeur of the palace is only to be 
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equalled by the degraded state of its inmates : one anecdote 
tells the whole tale. In the king b apartments a niagnifieont 
set of arched marble windows were being taken down ; they 
w^ere of the finest white marble, with beautiful fret-work 
caiving, and were to make way for an lionest glazed win- 
dow, of most honourable deal wood. Tlio marble pieces 
will be left, I am told, in some out-house* and gradually 
disappear. What courts are here I What seats of marble 
from which to issue edicts to an empire ! Oh this palace, 
once worthy of India! Now the marble even cannot be 
seen from filth ! Would that I wore king of India. I 
would make Moscowa and Pekin shako. Before this no 
palace ever met my eyes that excited a wish to become its 
^master. Dellii ! IJelbi ! thou art in truth the* queen of 
cities, or ought to he; and with thee and thy palace I am 
in love, beastly and filthy as both are ! How beautiful it 
would bo if restored, and one hundred thousand pounds 
would restore the palace worthily : but a wretch owns it, 
and the * ignominious tyrants * of Loadenhall bow the 
head to his filth. The magazine will explode sonic day 
aud thousands will be destroyed, and with them the 
palace. 

“ Nov. 4th, Agra. — Heceived here by the Lieutenant- 
Governor Thomason, with a kkidness of manner which 
distinguishes this very distinguished member of tlie civil 
service. Of him I have heard and seen enough to con- 
vince me, that he is one of the few I have met who take 
really great views for this noble empire, and who has a 
bead to execute grand conceptions. Ho is not what I call 
an old Indian, that is to say, a •Jaan full of curry and bad 
Hindostanee, with a fat liver and no brains, but with a 
self-sufficient idea, that no one * can know India ' exfccpt 
through long experience of brandy, champagne, grain-fed 
mutton, cheroots aud hookers. Well, Thomason hoe no- 
thing at all of all this : he has no self-sufficiency, and has 
aittaryellous good head. If he has a failing it is, seemingly, 
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too much mililneBsfor governing, that is, for making officials 
stick to their work. Perhajis he is right however, certainly 
so for himself, for a man cannot he too mild. Still, what is 
to he done ? tlaire is nothing so difficult as to temper vigour 
witli raildmjss : rogues always phiy upon mildness. How tho 
devil could I make soldiers attend, hy sending a civil message 
to a rascal a thousand miles off, with ^ Pray sir, do me the 
favour aot to yet drunk at mid-day : do think how wruny it 
is ! at least it is not quite right' By the Lord Harry it won t 
do, oak cannot he chopped down with penknives, and 
80 I must and do use the hatchet, now and then. Yet one 
would rather not, and as I can produce no great deeds licre 
from want of power, 1*11 he off! Meantime I admire Mr. 
'rhoinasoi\ and wish they would give him tho Puiijauh. 

“ The five rivei's and the Punjaub, the Indus and Sciude, 
the lied. Sea and Egypt, the Mediterranean and Sicily, the 
Ionian Islands and Malta. What a cliain oi* lands and 
waters to attach England to India I Were 1 king of Eng- 
land 1 would, from the palace of Dellii, thrust forth a 
clenched fist in tlie teeth of Russia and France. Eng- 
land’s fleet should ho all in all in the west, and tlio Indian 
army all in all in ilte east. India should not belong 
another day to the ‘ignominious tyrants!’ nor should it 
depend upon opium salei^^ hut ou an immense population 
well employed in peaceful pursuits. She should suck 
English manufactures up her great rivers, and pour down 
those rivers her own varied products. Kurrachee you will 
yet he the glory of the East I Would that I could com© 
alive again to see you Kurrachee in your grandeur! 

“ M. Genl. W. Napier,^ Nov. 4th. — Nothing to tell you 
but of courts-martial and fights with politicals, the last 
not ‘serious yet : to these add the relieving of regiments, 
squabbles of officers — and all sorts of rubbish that 
would take a month of writing to describe, and not be 
worth a mpment’s reading. I endeavour in these details 
to give the army what it wants : — a proper military Whe. 
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I have been relieving the whole army of the Pnnjanb, 
which has high pay, with trdops from the provinces re- 
ceiving low pay : w^ell this has not been an easy job ; but 
will you believe, that I am pestered with letters, even from 
lieutenants, to move coi*ps into such and such countries, as 
being more agreeable to them ! This shews that tliese things 
have been done from favouritism, or these gentlemen would 
not dare to write sindi impertinence to a commander in cliiof. 
I have answered the whole by a general order. To give 
proper military feeling to such a mass requires some severe 
examples ; light touclics are not felt in so wide a command. 
Though nothing I write on high military mattoi-s seems 
worth mueli to myself, all convictions in my positir)!! 
j should be clear, and put so to the higher powei;?, who may 
do as they please as to execution. Here is the outline of 
my report. 

“ I first take all our surrounding enemies into review, 
north, south, east and west, and by an exhaustive process, 
bring our greatest danger to this: — that though those ene- 
mies have not yet, they can coalesce, and I shew that some 
day they u:UI do so. Tlie chief powers now menacing us are, 
Nepal and Goolub Sing, both being very powerful. Oh ! 
they w'on*t! they cuift. I rej(‘ct such explanations: they 
ca?f, and each is able to hold us in play alone. Goolab can 
nssemblo two hundred thousand men well armed, with four 
hundred guns, and he has an immense treasure with a strong 
country. Assume that he and Nepal will some day coalesce; 
and while he attacks the Punjaub, Nepal will fall on Almo- 
ral to get back its ancient bill possessions ; it will also pour 
out from Eatmandoo, its capital^ upon our communications 
with Calcutta. You can fill up the outline. Our army is 
scattered like pepper from a pepper- box over the land : it 
would take months to collect it. My doctrine is to locate 
all our Europeans between Noopoor and Almoral, at Mundu, 
Simla, Deera, d:o. : in short bold all the mountain district. 
This Nvill keep them in high health, being cold; and that 



20 i LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES NAPIER. [1849. 

would furnish a powerful rcseiTc to assist our Piinjnnb arrny 
marching on Jumiioo; or ‘Our Almoral army if invading 
Nepal: Goolah and Nepal would he held under control. 
They could not unite. On the least tlireatening, a large 
force could cuter Nepal at two places, and a powerful 
reserve could support the Punjauh army of fifty thousand 
men : Delhi and Dinaporc, niy two groat magazines, are 
connf*(;ted by water carriage. 

‘'With all this I propose the substitution of a military 
poli(^e for tlie idlers, the latter are called all sorts of names 
and attached to the civil servants, who make servants of 
them : at least all i^eople say so. They amount to about 
three hundred thousand men ! Call them 150,000 in Den- 
gal, and give mo 100,000 for police; it leaves 50,000 for 
their present w^ork, and we should have 12,000 policemen in 
each military division, capable in war of fighting th(‘ enemy, 
of keeping dowm insurrection, and of guarding convoys. If 
forced to fight for life and India, w’o can, under this arrange- 
ment, retire from Delhi, because there will be a grand maga- 
zine at Dinapore connected with Calcutta by water, and the 
lino of the Seone Kiver could he occupied with the Bengal 
army. Its right would ho on the Ganges, its left on the 
Madras army, wliich would occupy the line of the il5)per Ner- 
hudda : the lower Nerhudda would be held by the Bombay 
army. We could thus close in mass, to retire on Calcutta 
or Bombay with oil the Europeans, civil and military, and 
any faithful native troops. This may seem a wild idea of 
danger, hut it is not impossible, and we should be ahvays pre- 
pared : for if mischief ever comes in India it will come like 
a thunderbolt. I will send* you my report at length, fori 
never feel satisfied till you see my military plans : it will not 
please the powers that be, but my knowledge is greater than 
theirs.” — This report and his military views, and projected 
reforms for every branch of the smdee, will he found in his 
posthumous w'ork: here some characteristic opinions and 
modes of ' command must suffice. 
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“ tTournal. Alligliiir, Nov. 7th. — Knaves rule here, by 
rules made by knaves, and poor Lord Dall)ousie l)as not 
head enougli to control them ; he does his beat, but is afraid, 
lie has neither the perception of how, nor the moral courage 
to do the needful : he is bound with moral cords, which he 
might snap with case yet lets them hold him like chains of 
iron. Uordinge was not bound by them, but his ambition 
is unbounded, and though he would have faced the directors 
fearlessly, and the press too, any day in the week if it suited 
his purpose, he did not, because his ambition is to glide into 
elevation : he has wound, and will wind, like a serpent up 
the pillar of fame. Here I must note that there arc two 
versions of the campaign on the Sntloge. Ilardingo says that 
hut for him the battle of Feroshashur would have been fought 
with six thousaud instead of sixteen thousand men ; for 
Gough wanted to leave four thousand at Loodiana, and fight 
before Littler came up from Ferozepoor. Colonel Grant, 
Gough's son-in-law, tells me, that hut for Hardingo's coun- 
ter-ordering Gough's orders, wo should have had an immense 
force at Moodkee — that our deficiency there was Hardiiige's 
fault ! Time will clear uj) these things, but there was great 
blundering somewhere. 

** Lord Halhousie has talent, but clearly I see he dares not 
take a great line, and his quickness makes liiin lose time in 
small matters, whicli he should leave to his sAoc’i/ and not 
trouble his Aead with. He does not see what small things 
are of importance, and what are of none ; and he is clever 
enough to beat those under him in details, and then thinks 
himself, and they think him, very clever : but while he is 
unravelling minute points great ones are smouldering in 
mischief." 

Now, by example Charles Napier strongly robukeyi tbo 
luxury of the Indian system. All previous commanders in 
chief, when moving on a military inspection, used, at the 
public expcnce, eighty or ninety elephants, three or four 
hundred camels, and nearly as many bullockl^, with all 
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tlieir attendants : they had also three hundred and thirty- 
two tent-pitcliers, including fifty men, solely employed to 
carry gloss doors for a pavilion ! This enormous establish- 
ment was reduced by him to thirty elephants, three hundred 
and thirty-four cainels, two hundred and twenty-two tent- 
pitchers; by which a saving was effected for the treasury of 
£750 n njonth. “ (hinvas palaces,” he said, “ were not ne- 
cessary for a general on military inspection, even admitting 
the favourite idea of some * old Indians ' that pomp and show 
produce re8p(3ct witli- Indian people. But there- is no truth 
in that notion : the respect is paid to military strength, and 
the astute natives secretly deride the ostentation of tem- 
porary authority.” 

“ Sir G. Berkeley, C. C. Madras. — Thanks for introducing ^ 
CapUiin Oakes to me ; he is both a clever and an ag*'epable 
man; and, what I delight in, up to his chin in his profession ! 

I i^do love to SCO this. One such fellow as Oakes is worth 
two batteries. His coming hero has been of groat use. He 
certainly disapproves* (ironical) of the Madias Horse 
Artillery, as the worst in the world; but is fair towards 
others. Now that I know him I shall feel perfect confidence 
in all he tells me : for though his bad opinion of the Madras 
Horse Artillery may warp him a it will never imiko 

him unfair. My object in bringing him here was to form 
an estimate of his character. I did not care for his models, 
but I did care for him. A Bengal and a Bombay man were 
hero before, and now I have a Madras man to whom I can 
write with confidence : be is a noble soldier, and I can seo 
ho would be as good in the field as in the arsenal. 

“ Sergt.-Major Bennet, ^ist B^. Fusileers. — When in 
1847 I presented tHe Fuzileers wdth their new colours, I 
said tjie nicn of our days were as good as those of former 
days. I was right. Mooltan has proved my words ! In 
former times, Scrgt.-Major Graham, if my memory serves 
me correctly, of the 1st Europeans, planted the old colours 
on the breat'H of Ahmedabad : it was a gallant action ! And 
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wliou you planted the British standard on the breach of 
Mooltan, your deed was as gallont ns his, and as renowned ! 
The officers non-commissioned officers and privates of the 
1st Europeans in both presidencies have sustained, and if 
possible even surpassed by their valour in the present day 
the glories of old. Tell your comrades that I rejoiced when 
I h(3nrd of the fame wliieh you have all gained for those 
new colours, which I had the honour of presenting to the 
regiment in Sciudo. 

“ Sir \V. Cotton, C. C. Bombay. — I had not time to give 
you a line before I heard that my appointnumt has given 
you so much annoyance as to induce you to resign. I 
regret this, but am sure it will not interfere with old 
^ comradeship ; the appointment was not sought for by me. 
I am sorry you have resigned, hocauso the armies are so 
independent they can never clash, unless I visit the 
Bombay Presidency, which is not probable : and after 
W’hat signifies one man going over the head of another? 
Both you and George Berkely went over mine, for I am an 
‘ older soldier,’ not ‘ a better,’ than either of you. I J)ope 
the duke will tell you to think again. Whatever happens, 
I hope you will believe that I regret any pain my appoint- 
ment gives you, and thnt I shall ahva}s be your old (!om* 
rade of flag of truce times.” — Cotton had accompanied him 
under the flag of truce in Spain about his exchange. 

“ Lieut. McFarlane. — You are quite right to address your 
letters to me, and when we come across each other pray 
introduce yourself; for your family and mine have been 
friends for more than a hundred years, though for the last 
half of that time we have had but little intercourse : still our 
forefathers came from the same old 'land together; and 
though I have never been in Scotland, nor you eit^^er, I 
believe neither Napiers, Scotts, nor McFarlanes can forget 
their ancestral bouses and associations. But yours and 
mine have a more modem tie, as Irish friends and neigh- 
bours, until my fathers' death made his sons* wandering 
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soldiers, without any house but what they could make for 
themselves. All these recollections make me not only wish 
for your acquaintance, but also, if in my power, to be of use 
to you. But I am hero in a position, where I am resolved, 
BO far as I am able, to be just, and to bestow whatever 
patronage 1 may have on those whose claims are strongest 
on the country. Thus my wishes to serve you may not be 
seconded by my power, restricted as that is by myself; and 
sure I am you will approve of such restriction, for I know 
the high feelings of your family. Now I can only say this: 
you have I believe served with distinction, and have claims 
as well as your neighbours ; therefore, if at any time you 
think I can servo you tell me how, and state your claims. 

Captain . — I arrived hero yestiTday and found ^ 

your letter of May 2,2nd ! I go away this evening and 
shall bo at Cawnpoor the day after to-morrow, and so on to 
Meerut, where I shall bo glad to see you should affairs admit 
of it : but run no riak^ for need I tell you, that Lord Ellen- 
borough’s fi’icnds get no mercy from his enemies. I was 
not aware that on being sworn in I became I’resident in 
Council, ‘ex officio.’ It signifies little, hut had I known 
it 1 should have taken my place ! ” — Why wan he not told 
so hy the Councils — I am glad you did not decline going 

to . Have patience, and bear anything till I get to 

Simla, and he assured that Lord Dulhoiisie will tell me 
frankly his intentions about you. I judge him by Lord E.'s 
opinion, but at all events will form mine, and tell you 
wliat it is. The ^peculiar qualifications are perfectly 
clear to me : be is deceived ! I will convince him by the 
facts, that Scinde revenuo^ is better collected by Major 
Golduey and Cnptoinr Rathborne than hy any civil servant in 
Bengiil, Madras or Bombay : at least those who are good 
judges of both have told me so, and I believe it capable of 
proof.” 

Those who know Charles Napier will at once recognise 
his pinyfuh caustic humour, in the following letter. It was 
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written in answer to the complaint of an official person. 
'Die offence complained of was* that a sergeant, who was 
also a tailor, had a wife, angrily excited at her husband being 
addressed by the complaining official, as scr<jeant instead of 
master tailor, which slio thought a more honourable title. 

l^ir. — I have received your complaint, and your very 
sensible remarks on Mrs. Sergeant Howe’s letter. There is 
as you say, nothing disgraceful in being a sergeant, any 
more than in being A tailor, whieli, by your letter, Sergeant 
Howe appears to bo. My opinion is that he who wears a 
uniform is of higher rank than he who makes it; and the 
sergeant is, in my mind, mueh the highest rank of the two ! 
All soldiers are gentlcunen, whereas tailors are only tailors. 
•Hut it seems Mrs. Howe tliinks otherwise, and prefers being 
ji tailor's wife to being an officer’s wife. Now, in my 
\iew, a lady lias a riglit to hold her own opinion on those 
matters, and I am unable to give you any redress, Lecausb 
my commission as commander in chief gives me no power 
to imike ladi(?s apologise for being saucy : it is an iiufortu- 
nato habit they fall into at times, and more especially tlioso 
^^ho are good-looking, which I suppose Mrs. Sergeant Howo 
linppens to be. 

“ As to the sergeant having written tin’s letter, that is 
neither here nor there ! Some husbands cannot well help 
doing as they are ordered, and he may be innocent of malice. 
The only thing I can do is, to advise you to apply to your 
superior, the collector and magistrate of Furruckabad, who 
will represent the insult which has been put upon you, as you 
state, by Mrs. Sergeant Rowe : and, if possible. Major Tucker 
will endeavour to persuade the la3y to apologise for calling 
you an ass. More than giving you this advice I cannot 
do.” 

Some ladies were not so easily disposed of. An officer 
was broke by sentence of a court-martial confirmed by the 
commander in chief. His mother, a widow, ma^e earnest 
intercession for her son’s restoration : this could not be done. 
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but Charles Napier, in the kindiioss of his nature sent her 
from his own purse money *to purchase a new commission. 
She accepted it, and then boasted that Sir Charles had given 
her the sum as hush-mom^y to prevent a public exposure 
of his shameful conduct towards her son. 

Lieutenant . — I have read a court-martial, which 

gives me a very had opinion of the state of your regiment ; 
and I am extrernedy discontented with tlie style of your 
evidence on that court. I have not time to say much, but 
this I t(dl you, that you had better take great cave of wdiat 
you do. When officers ask me to serve them, I learn much 
that they little think of. Now your evidence has spoken 
volumes agmust you in my opinion, and I repeat, take care 
what you -are about or you will lose it altogetlicr. I do tliisK 
as a friend. 

** IlemarkH on a viemorandum of the judye advocate 
yeueraU 

I can see no occasion for bis pointing out to the 
officiating judge advocate the circumstance to which he 
alludes. It signifies noilnng whether it was the prisoners 
ordinary tour of guard or not: the refusal to mount guard 
was enough. The spiiit of mutiny was up, and with that, 
and not with words, a military court had to deal, and have 
dealt. 

“ Tlie same reasoning applies to the pipe. To fmt the 
pij)€ down* To * take the pipe out of hu mouth' To 
‘ extinguish the pipe^* were all one. To make all these dis- 
tinctions, which have no* difference, is to mislead officers, 
and shake their confidence in their own powers as forming a 
milftary court. Such impediments to justice lead to the 
destruction of all military discipline. The remarks of the 
judge advocate general, as to the erroneous sentence of the 
court, provfi that sentence to be illegal, and I have revised 
the proceedings : but I must differ with the judge advocate 
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general in thinking that it rests with me, either to revise 
the sentence or by remitting apportion make it legal. 1 
have no right to ‘ approve and confirm’ an illegal sentence, 
\vliiclt this sentence is ! And without approving — ‘ approv- 
iftfjf and conjirming' it , — I have no right to remit any part 
of the punishment. My business is to revise tlie proceedings, 
which I have accordingly done. 

“ M. Genl. Campbell.— Tliosc judge advocates will de- 
stroy the army : tlicy get into law, and then and there, and 
being bewildered themselves they will bewilder all of us. I 
have read your appeal against Birch’s strange decision, but 
I will not send it home : I have given my decision on your 
side. I have been long struggling as a servant against this 
^juibbliug, and now that I am master 1 will put it.down. 1 
take every case into my own hands, and by a single sentence 
liavo answered Birch’s long catalogue of law cases, to prove 
tliat Lamb was all right because he had not carried olf the 
belt. 

Birch. Napier. 

“ In each of these cases it ** Aye ! hut it was not so 
was decided, that there was decided by men sworn to try 
not a sufficient carrying away and sentence according to 
to constitute larceny.” their conscience, the best of 

their understanding, and the 
custom of war in like cases.” 

*‘This answers all three quibbles: w^e are to act according 
to our conscience, not books of law ; the one is always with 
ns, and a devilish troublesome fellow too at times! the 
others are never with us — thank^G6d for all mercies 1 If 
we get into these quibbling ways discipline is gone ! A fel- 
low will knock you down, and prove he had a glove on ; 'and 
as he never touched you with his fist itself, a court, ac- 
cording to judge advocates, must acquit him ! I am refus- 
ing leave of absence to idlers, and doing all sprts of vile 
tilings, and shall soon^ie the most unpopular commander in 
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chief that over was in India : be it so. I will pull up all 
the looseness in diseipline that I see. 

Geul. Caulfield" — a director, but one of those who 
scorned and condeinned tlie malice and foulness of the 
general body. — “ 1 have read your pnmplilct" — on the In- 
dian army — whicli I was much pleased with ; especially 
where you stand up iriniifiilly for tlic Sepoys. I am quite 
provolced at the silly way in wl)ich it is so common to speak 
of them in this country. They arc admirable soldiers, and 
only give way Avhen badly led by brave, but idle officers who 
let discipline and drill grow slack and do not mix with 
tlicrn : being ignorant themselves they cannot teach the 
Sepoy. All this produces confusion in action, and then the 
ignorant . European officer, wlio has neglected his owr^ 
studies, yet is as brave as any lion, trios to rally them witli 
the glorious courage which he ever shews : hut courage wull 
not restore order, and disorder necessarily produces defeat. 

The Sepoys, who when well taught and Avell led w’ould 
oppose any troops in the world, fly when ill taught, liOAvever 
bravely led, for brave loading alone will not do. A military 
writer lias justly remarked, that if two armies be alike in all 
things hut the generals ; and if one general he a lion in 
courage yet ignorant of how to lead, and the other a coward 
yet master of his trade, the latter will win the campaign, for 
lie will find brave men to second bis wise plans. I often 
think of this when I see officers neglect the drill of their 
regiments. * Your regiment is brave I say to myself, but 
it will run away and the fault will be yours/ Yes ! the 
Sepoy is a glorious soldier — ‘ fiof to he corrupted hy gold 
or appalled hy danger!"" 

“At page 14 I disagree with you, though I admit you 
may bo right, in your low estimation of irregular cavalry. 

I formed two corps, called the Scinde Horse; one was at 
Goojerat and did more than any regular regiment; so the 
Bengal officers ossure me. They charged at Meeanee and 
Hybrabad in line, and were fully equal to the regular cavalry : 
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tho liittor are sniil to have disappointed their coiiiTnunders in 
tlie last campaign, and are mtich Tlhiibod, whether deservedly 
or not I cannot tell. All I can soy, is, that the 0th Bengal 
Liight Cavalry and ilrd Bombay did nobly at Arcoanoo and 
Hydrahad : so did the Scindo Horse, and I would not be 
afraid to go into a<;tion with native troops, and without 
Europeans, provided J had the training of them first. With 
respect to the Company’s European regiments they are ad- 
mirable. Whether it he expedient to increase their nnmhers 
to replace the Queen’s regiments I will not preteiul to judge : 
hut tliis T \\ill say ; — the Company’s Fhiropeaiis will fain? any 
enemy in tiie world ! L have the greatest admiration for 
them, and know tliem well!” 
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EIGllTEKNTH EPOCH. 

SECOND PERIOD. 

►Sir C. Napier was now approaching a great event, namely, 
the suppression of a fearful mutiny, and the exposure of 
ignoriinee and selfishness which had produced it; yet his 
con*espondonce only vaguely touches on this great matter; 
heavily oppressed with labour and sickness, and each hour 
expecting. a rupture with jealous power, it Avas guarded and 
scant. Bub in his posthumous work he has told the story 
with all its curious details, disclosing at once the peril to 
tlie empire, and the miserable jealousy and^ foulness of the 
weak, vain creature, to wliosc misgoverning that empire 
was delivered. Succinct explanatory sketches will liow- 
ever he found here, shewing the leading points. 

When the Punjaub was first occupied, the Sepoys, having 
passed the Indian frontier, had augmented allowances ; but 
when the country was annexed these allow^ances were with- 
drawn: had policy prevailing in both cases according to 
Charles Napier's view. He saw no occasion to grant those 
allowances, and they were suddenly suppressed, by a mere 
official regulation, without reflection on the danger of tarn 
poring with the pay of mercenaries, who had no tie of fidelity 
but pay, and many grounds fur estrangement, such as reli- 
gion, colour and race : mefccnaries also of such power that 
once aroused none could control them. Discontent imme- 
diately prevailed, and in July 1849, one month after Sir C. 
Napier reached Simla, the 22nd N.I. stationed at Eawul 
Pindee in tlie Punjaub, refused the redu(;ed pay : it became 
known also, that other regiments were prepared to do the 
same, but a temporary want of money had delayed the offer 
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of payment. This happened in the midst of Uio warlike 
Sikh population, including the disbanded Kalsa army, then 
sullenly brooding over their recent defe^alis: an army which 
only two years before controlled their own government on 
this very point of high pay controlled and overturned it, 
and by a machinery perfectly known to the discontented 
Sepoys! Soon the IJjth Regiment followed the example of 
the 22iid, and an active correspondence with other and dis^ 
tnnt regiments was discovered to exist. 

From Simla Sir 0. Napier would, on hearing of this 
matter, have repaired at once to Rawul Vindee, if he had not 
thought it unwise to give importance to a danger not yet 
fully developed, and only affeeling a quarter where a very 
ahlef and prudent officer, Sir Colin Campbell* commanded, 
^letin while it was proposed to liovd Dalliousie, by Colonel 
Benson of the military board, tlint th(*se two regiments should 
he disbanded at once. This the commander in chief opposed, 
as cruel and impblitic. Many other regiments were, he said, 
certainly involved, tlje government could not dif>band au 
army, and the punisliment of two would be a signal for a 
geii(*ral outbreuk. llis reasoning prevailed. The insubordi- 
nation at Rawul Pindee w^as repre.ssed witliout bloodshed, and 
the commander in chief publicly treated^the matter as one 
of accidental, restricted criminality, not affecting the mass; 
but he did not privately view it thus, and watched keenly, 
expecting mischief, because the Sepoys remained Bulleu 
though passive, and the ramifications of evil wxro evidently 
widely spread. It was in this state of affairs he commenced 
his journey of inspection, visiting, as already seen, various 
places, and at Delhi he again encountered the spirit of 
mutiny. There the 41st N.I. four hundred miles from the 
insubordinate men of Rawul Pindee, refused to enter Jtha 
Punjauh without the higher jiay; and it was well understood 
that twenty-four other regiments, then in orders for relieving 
the troops in the country of the five rivers, were of the same 
mind. ' !E^y dexterous management, and the oCtaining of 
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^hich had been tol reckloeely withheld 

fram the soldiers of the this insubordination ylis re- 
pressed and the regiment marohed. 

The comnaandet in chief then continued bis inspection, 
passing by Lahore and Attocfc to Peshawnr ; but on the 
road ^the latter place, be heard, that at the large station of 
<*i^uz:2^rabad, very extensive insubordination was being de- 
veloped, and still for higher pay ! It was then apparent to 
him, and to all oflBcers on the spot who were conversant with 
Sepoys’ habits and feelings, that a widely-spread formidable 
scheme of mutiny was in progress, and great danger impend- 
ing : for though tlie Sepoys at Wuzzeerabad, awed by the 
presence of a large European force, remained passive, they 
were heard tb say, they only awaited the arrival of^the 
relieving regiments and would then act altogether. Soon 
after this a regiment of the relief, coming from Lucknow, — 
which is eight hundred miles from Wuzzeerabad, and the 
principal recruiting country of the Bengal army, — having 
while in march displayed an insubordinate spirit, reached 
Govind Ghur, one of the great fortresses of the Punjaub, 
containing treasure, and being close to Uinritzer, the seat of 
the §ikli religion, where the Sikhs were chiefly congregated. 
At this dangerous^point the regiment broke into violence, 
insulted their officers, attempted to seize the gates, and were 
only prevented by the accidental presence of a cavalry regi- 
ment, which being on its return to India was not affected 
by the money question. The allusions in the following 
letters and journal will now |||,*tinderstood. 

"'Journal, Delhi. — Ilei’eis a bice matter 1 The diet N.L 
shews a disposition to naatiny against going to MooJtan; 
tbisvoomes of Sefftfle pay b^ng given by LoVd HarcUnge: 
it \rill be a job for bis sircoeasor.^Just interrupted by a visit 
from Cope the editor of thaDeibi Gazette— kicked him out”^ 

This man, ^ander made IndiA^ ring wifcl 

denunciations of Sir 0 , Kepierb rapacity 3 ha has receirtly^ 
in his okh name^ bean pxd^licljr aoeus^ of thjering ! 
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** Meorul;^ Novembut 9ih. ~ There is a report that 24 
regimeata are in league with the 4let Begiment; India "ts 
in danger of a military dictation. This is a very awkward 
matter. Letters from Scinde say the Sikhs are bent on 
another trial, and soon, and the authority is very good. 
Well, if tins and a mutiny takes place together th^ will 
try my head : however I am not afraid of anything buFrolly 
above: — that is dangerous. 

“M. Genl. W. Napier, Dec. 7th. — The command of 
400,000 men, for I find it absolutely reaches that number, 
is no joko. Be cautious in speaking of any matters I may 
tell you ; especially when I only hear of them from others, 
for there may be error : thus, I told you the Bombay govern- 
ment had stopped tlie great mole at Kurrachee ; no such 
thing : It was Lord Dalbousie, be told me bq yesterday. He 
was ill-informed : weakness and want of head ! now, were I 
to quarrel with him for that, it would be unjust, for he does 
his best to support me generally. 1 have some strange intel- 
ligence about Goolab Sing ; he would not meet Lord Dal- 
housie here : he has a first-rate bead. Keep this secret, for 
public good dex>cads upon the governor-gcneMl and myself 
pulling together; he seems willing, and is honest I tlunk, 
but God knows ! I grow suspicious of men. I am on un- 
sound ground, every step is dangerous. 

Mjss Napier, Deo. 20th. — We are altogether in a funny 
state here. At this moment we have war in Dusofsye, the 
north, where two battles bavo'taken place with our new sub- 
jects. In Nepal the rf^i^-Sikhim has impiisoned two 
doctors, and tortured on^e anthem ; and wo are collecting 
troops to get them back. ' On iho J)orders of Atyaoan the 
Burmese have; it k said, mua$aor$d aU ilk i^Wntauta in 
two of our villages^ All thaad thinge are the worki of tbp 
politioalB. , ^ ^ \ ‘ ' 

hard Wot’k natWi^ inti^reating, save a few 

matter^ irrita£eyoU‘'as they do me! • I ieel 

von. lY. L 
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it hard to bear, and ■will go hom^ : to you only will I say, 
tl?at the good but weak creature I have to deal with is 
enough to drive me mad. Our apparent cordiality, which I 
Gtioourage a belief in, is of use, but my cards are^very diffi- 
cult to play, lfif|||favc been all along. Great self-control is 
required; and I have fear of w#ting even this much lest my 
0 letter should fall into bad Jinnds. However some good I 
have done. It 1ms been left to mo to build a cantonment, 
and ray hope is that it will be a model for others. But there 
are a hundred reasons why I cannot stay in India, and I 
cannot tell them to Lord Ellenborough, for ho would udl 
them to the duke, or Lord Fitzroy, and they would tell Lord 
Dalhousie: the horses hero are too many for the coachman. 
When we meet I will tell you of all the folly going on ; and 
it is piist remedy, unless tlie go veni<|h general and commander 
in chief are made one. It is not poor Lord Dalhousie’s 
fault. I like him, he is well inientioiiod and ' S(? Jinn — in 
his own opinion— that ho dashes his head against a wall ! 
With the best intentions in the w'orld, he is paving every tiling 
and jilace but tbo roads, wliich unluckily are tlio only things 
that want to be paved. 

*‘I have smashed about a dozen blackguards. The courts- 
wiartinl thought they could do as they liked, reject revised 
sentences, and spit in my face, hut found they were in tho 
wrong box : they forgot that I could shew them up in my re- 
marks first, and next mark them as ‘very good regimental ofli- 
eers but not fit for the staff.' I let this ooze out as an on dit^ 
and somehow courts uow thinl^twice before tliey attempt to. 
bully : there are but few, and Wose are honest recommenda- 
tions to iner^ now. Tfhe youngsters thought they had the 
bit in their teeth. My judge advocate general Birch is a 
blue-light man, full of faith and legfd' quibbles : he bad the 
discipline of the army in bis own bands, ^ut now he is is 
my hands, and discipline revives. 

“The poor 14th Dragoons h^.been so run down for the 
OhillionVaUah affair tbbt their spirit was broken: there was 
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indeed a panic, but we know a panic ought not to stamp men 
us a set of cowards their gallantry at Eaiij^uggar, 
where, when led by a brave soldier, they behaved bravely : 
w^lien badly led they got a panic. My specj^to them was 
rc-assj;iring, and I hear set |j^e men liolfTnaa; there were 
shouts heard in the barrack rooms all day and night after 
it: yet I said only a few words expressive of my confidence ^ 
in them. 

“The some, Jan. 2nd. —Much to say, hut no time, no! 
not even to dress myself. The details of my work ought to 
be left to otliers, hut not yet, T must go into them well first. 
Kennedy works as hard as usual, or I should limp badly 
over my business. The adjutant-general Grant has a llio- 
rcyigh knowledge of the Indian army, and of individuals’ con- 
duct, as to tlie old and il^t of the young ofiicers; I have 
never found him unjust towards any, his likes and dislikes 
seem veil placed; but he is a stranger for me, and I cannot 
wliolly be sure that, like you and I, and every one, he 1ms not 
Ihvourites. You shall now have my official report, and for 
the love of God keep it secret, for there is a long correspond- 
ence going on about it, and tlic knowledge of your having a 
copy would do me great injury. Were the duke to know of 
}our having a.copy he would be savage as the devil, and his 
support I cannot afford to lose ; if thrown into the scale 
against me, there would be no chance of carrying a single 
point. I will not send it to Lord Ellenborough, lest he 
should speak to the duke; and as much of it is grounded 
on information I obtained him, it would tell 'him little 
new: he can'get it from tfie duke. My first resolve was not 
to send it to you, that I mi^ht have power to any, none but 
LcardFiU^y ha^et copy; but I changed anfl have no time 
to tell the why*B and Wherefore’^. You know bow one is* 
hampered wb^n deelihg withibols andknaved; and weakness, 
worse than all ! 1!!^ shoufd not heve hikd this report, were 
it not that 1 never thilxUt my military ideas are proof ^11 they 
have been seen by yon. 
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"Lord Dalhousie, 6th Jan. — On arriving at Wuzzeerabad 
I learned, from Brigadiev Hearsey, that the Sepoys, and espe- 
cially the young ones, said 'Wheti other regimeiits come up 
we will do as they do ; this reduction of pay is tyranny ^ 
hut what can we do alone! H^further said, that an unusual 
degree of correspondence is ^ing on between regiments; 
which he considered ver}’^ bad and wished that the govorri- 
inent could prevent it, or appoint a person to read all the 
Sepoys' letters. I told him that was quite impossible : that 
neither could government abridge correspondence, nor open 
private letters, except on some occasion wliich would bear 
out such an act. He also told me, that during the war some 
men were grumbling and Neville Chamberlaine rebuked them, 
saying ‘You are pretty fellows ^ pretend to be soldiers, 
when a few hours’ hardship mak*you grumble ; had I tlio 
power I would dismiss you/ Upon which another soldier, I 
think a Havildar, replied ‘ You had better not do that, for 
you should not got a man from tlic country to replace us if 
you did/ 

" I tell you what Hearsey told me, and it marks a bad 
spirit: beseems to think there may be more trouble given 
yet, as regiments enter the Punjaub. Hearsey does not want 
sense, and is perfectly master of the language of the men ; 
knowing them well also, as Grant tells me. I know so little 
of him tljat I cannot speak as from personal acquaint- 
ance, but he appears to have conducted this refusing pay 
affair with great judgment. All that be has told mo, when 
compared "with the report among the 41st that I heard of at 
Delhi — of 24 regiments having resolved not to march into 
the Punjaub unless •xhey got Scinde allowances— -looks 
bad : it is just*one of those events that one can make no 
conjectures upon : we must wait. If notbing 
is right ; hut if it turns out to be a preconcerted mutiny, 
force must be met by force: the least concession would 
cost m^India. And justice has placed us on high grouud, 
Tban*fe God ! for I deelare, if we were not perfectly right 
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and just I could not reconcile it to my conscience to do 
what must be done, in my opinion^tto save India ft’om the 
state the Sikhs were in before we quarrelled with them. 

“ 1 am not in the least doubtful about putting a stop to 
this atrocious attempt of the ^illains who are trying to mis- 
lead their comrades, but fear it will cost bloodshed if they 
succeed; for I will immediately act against all with the ut- 
most vigour. Neither your lordship nor myself would shed 
a drop of blood if it can be avoided ; but a thousand lives 
juust be taken rather than let 400,000 men dictate to their 
government unjustly : — nor justly either, for that matter : 
but woe to the government which placed itself in so dread- 
ful a position I 

•“I cannot express wlia^leasurc our just and honourable 
position gives me. If thffiien under trial are condemned as 
mutineers I will execute them at once, which I have power 
to do. 

“ And now I am sure that this most disagreeable affair 
will open the eyes of the directors, and satisfy them that I 
am right in wishing for Goorka battalions. I would if I 
could, have 25,000 of them, which, added to our own Euro- 
peans, would form an army of 50,000 men, and, well han- 
dled, would neutralize any combination amongst the Sepoys ! 
I do most seriously recommend this subject to your con- 
sideration, and whether it ought not to be seriously pressed 
upon the consideration of the court. I believe your 
lordship’s opinion coincides with mine as to the Goorka 
battalions : if so, I wish that you would order their higher 
pay to be issued from the 1st of January; it will at once 
secure the fidelity of these brave treops, and it will bring 
others rapidly if we should determine to increase their 
strengths There are email points wliioh in times of dangep 
govern great ev^m^ You see 1 write frankly all I think." 

These Goorkas he described as being of low stature, but 
with huge limbs, anawe^i^ very exactly the description of 
Attila's Huns, and not improbably a cogbate race: * there 
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■were several battalions in the Company’s service, but on pay 
so scanty as scarcely to^^suflBoe for sustenance, and it was an 
object with Sir C. Napier to place tlicm^ on the same footing 
as the Sepoys ; not only because of their fine qualifications 
of body and spirit, but their freedom from hampering re- 
ligious scruples and customs. He hoped thus to render the 
prcjiulices and customs of the Sepoys nugatory for mischief, 
and furthermore to clujck and neutralize the power of Ne- 
paul as a state, by the employment of its own people ; for 
the government of that country was not of a nature to 
retain any hold on the affections of soldiers well paid and 
cherished by another power. But their greatest value in 
his eyes, was the furnishing a sure check on Sepoy mutiny ; 
for he had discovered that the ^subordinate spirit of 
Sepoys was principally amongst rae Brahmins, and secretly 
nourished by their religious men with a view to control the 
government. 

Very politic was the plan of these religious men. High 
pay interested all castes, and w^as a covering-bait: but their 
under-machinery was, by religious influence to bar recruiting 
if the mutineers were disbanded ; and use their banded 
strength if retained in pay. Charles Napier’s ready genius 
at once seized the means of baffling this scheme wdtb one 
more deeply laid, morally and physically, namely, augment- 
ing the Goorka battalions, as he proposed to Lord Dal- 
housie, and giving them Sepoy pay and advantages. He 
could thus overawe the mutineers with a rival anny of men, 
more hardy, stronger of body, even braver, and of less pre- 
varicating faith, as having fewer prejudices to wound : thus 
also he designed to (fOnviuee the Brahmins that their in- 
fluence to stop*^ recruiting would be futile against the go- 
•vernment, hurtful only to themselves, and must therefore be 
abandoned. Meanwhile, as before mentioned, be, from policy, 
publicly met the immediate mischief with pretended acorn, 
expressing it in a general order of the 16 th January u^on 
the trial nf the Bawul Pindee mutineers. 
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His journal was now resumed and treats of various sub- 
je^Jts; for his mind opened to avei^thing of interest, to 
beauty as well as grandeur. 

“Jelum, January llth. — I have a long an’oar of journal 
to bring up. I have been looking after Alexander and 
Porus, and the antiquarians may be assured that two thou- 
sand years, many lying historians, and a river that plays as 
many tricks as a kitten, ore not very manageable. How- 
ever, there are two passes, and through them the only roads 
from Attock to the Hydaspes run : never were any other 
roads hoard of, and we may hciiee believe tlnit Alexander 
came through one of those passes. The one would bring 
Ijim to Jelum, the other to Jullapoor, and on his way 
undoubtedly he fought ^ith Porus; but that the banks of 
the river are now as they were then is very improbable. In 
favour of the Jelum road is, that Aloxundcr would for 
health keep as near the mountains as possible; and that, 
knowing he had great rivers to pass, he would rather do so 
near their sources than lower down in their breadth and 
inundations. There are also two other, though lighter rea- 
sons, in favour of Jelum. The remains of towns on each 
bank, one of which is called ‘Alexander’s Throne' to this 
day, and is on the left bank, where the battle would have 
been fought, if fought here at all. 2'’. Many Greek coins 
are constantly picked up there. These are strong daims for 
Jelum; but Jullapoor has also strong presumptions in its 
favour: however I did not go there, being too ill. 

“January 23rd, Hussum AbdawL — I am encamped on 
the site of Lalia Rookh’s favourite garden ; now no more a 
garden, for the trees were cut do^n by the Sikhs to spite 
the Mahometmis : but the hills, and the clear stream, and 
the form of th6 ground, confirm the tale of beauty, I have 
had no time to $ay mofe of Alexander and Porus, my own 
work is of more inipbrttiiskoe, and my notice of this place is 
^ly in compliment to the lady who loved it, to l^adladeeu 
—how they abound ! end to my friend Tom Moore. * 
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‘‘ Miss Napier, January 28th. — I am of no more use here 
than any other disciplinarian would be ; that is all they want, 
and plenty can he had. I have now gone over all Alexander s 
inarches from tlie Kybur to the Gedrosinn desart, and much 
pleasure I e.xpeoted in tracing his course where I am now, but 
liad not time, have no time. My work is too hard. Work is 
to me pleasure ; but it is repulsive when half at least springs 
from want of power. It is not easy to describe how pic- 
turesque my march is, through the roots of tlie great Hima- 
laya, with an escort clothed in such various uniforms, all of 
bright colour and striking forms. They and their wild horses 
winding through passes, crossing rivers and ascending hills, 
mixed with sw^aying camels, and the sober steady elephant. 
The elephant is a noble creature : my little Kate M‘Murd#i> 
went up to one with a full intention of thrashing it! She 
endeavoured to hit its trunk, and the good beast quietly 
lifted its proboscis out of her way lest she should hurt 
lierself: they are of magnificent temper when one gets 
acquainted with them — so good, so gentle. As to little 
Kate— not all the elephants of India would frighten that 
cliild, such courage does she display on every occasion. 
Poor Lord Dalhousie has been obliged to go to sea, sick, 
and so I am under the orders of Major-General Sir John 
liittler, and the council ! a full general under a major-gene- 
ral ! The good folks of England scarcely sent me out for 
this I tflfnk. 

“Journal. Peshawur, February 6th. — I have been so ill 
lately, and so much occupied as to neglect my journal, and 
have now very bad work on hand. The AflFreedees, a hill 
tribe, have massacred a •detachment of our men on the road 
between this place and Kohat, and they are said to have 
fgrtified the pass: I will open it. The ground is very 
strong, and these chaps are bold men, but we shall try them 
the 10th and 1 ith of this month, for then I will go through 
the pass, or know the strong reason why ! This insurrection 
arises from imposing a heavy tax on salt, and it is the secoi& 
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produced by this most silly government. Already above 
seventeen men have been slain, andjmore than sixty wounded 
without an object, save that of fighting men with whom wo 
have, in my opinion, interfered unjustly ! We bent them 
in the Eiisofsye country the other day, and shall do so on 
the 10th, but men will bo slain without an object: this is 
sad work. Lord Dalhousie is always in dread of my inter- 
ference, but he must hear truth : not the whole truth indeed, 
for I cannot tell him that he is wholly unequal to his posi- 
tion. He is a good well-meaning man, and I believe Jjoncst, 
but weak as water: bis whole treatment of the Puiijaub is 
one great error from beginning to end. 

“ Letters from the south this day tell mo, that the deter- 
mination of the Sepoys to have higher pay is breaking out 
everywhere ! This is not unexpected news for mo, but how 
it is to be dealt with I know not. All in my power has been 
done, and if they persevere we must como to blows: alto- 
gether it endangers India; our rule is in greater jeopardy 
than it has ever yet been, caused, as I think, by giving in- 
crease of pay to the troops in the Puiijaub, and a civil 
government to the Punjanb. 

“ I am in doubt whether to go to Kohat about the 
AfIVeedecs, or to Lahore about the mutineers. Kohat I 
must see before deciding on important military measures, 
while Lahore is the point of danger as to the mutiny: the 
ass is between two bundles of hay. Lord EllenBbrougli 
tells me he thinks Lord Dalhousie must go home from ill 
health, and that I shall be more wanted than ever: beseems 
quite unaware that I have no power! My resolution is 
made up, not to stay a moment ^after Dalhousie goes, 
unless I am madi governor- general. I was sent out when 
there was danger, and am as fit, perhaps more so, thai^ 
llardinge or Dalhousie, to be governor- general, and I will 
not be made a oouveniepce of again. Events are rising on 
the horizon whiqh require the band of a giant, and a pigmy 
only is present: hence to go oflF if possible is my* Jtatent, 

L 3 
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but accidents so bind men in these mundane mutters that 
human vrill lias no power ; bound fast by fate my destiny 
must be awaited, though with anxiety.” 

His own giant hand was there: but when he put it forth 
to save the empire, it was suddenly nailed as it were to the 
shopkeeping directors’ counter, as though it had been spread 
out for theft instead of protection. Of this more anon : it 
shall be now shewn, with what entire sagacity he had fore- 
seen the power and malice of his enemies ; those enemies 
which the Duke of Wellington had treated with such scoim 
— iu words ! Now with his usual fortune, or rather sure in- 
Btinat in warlike aft'airs, he decided to go to Kohat, and thus 
saved two regiments from destruction, prepared for them hy 
the Punjaub board of government. This led to a military 
operation, on a small scale indeed, yet one of those which as 
surely mark the great captain, ns operations on a large scale, 
when mismanaged, do the want of military genius. TJie details 
given by himself are at once exciting and melancholy ; they 
are the neighings of an old war-horse in the last of his 
battles! But previous to recording them, some private 
notes shew how carefully he had considered the probable 
progress and results of the mutiny. 

“ Memo. — 1". This mutiny is very serious, and the Euro- 
peans are dispersed in cantonments, hundreds of miles apart. 

“ 2". In each cantonment the Queen’s troops are greatly 
outnumbered by the native troops. 

“ 3". The Punjaub, newly conquered, is hostile to the Eng- 
lish rule, and contains all the materials of an army, a de- 
feated one indeed, yet able to rally to the number of some 
sixty thousand. "Will^Goolab remain faithful ? 

“ 4". The regular native regiments in the Punjaub amount 
to forty thousand men. Between them and the Sikhs there 
is no antipathy ; numbers of our Sepoys during the war were 
found on the Sutlege in the ranks oi' the Sikhs; not deserters 
from U8, but men who belonged to the battalions which had 
been diuhanded for mutiny before by my predecessor. 
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5®. The European troops are about twelve thousand 

6®. If the native troops mutiny they will be joined by 
the Sikhs, and wo must calculate upon having one hundred 
thousand men opposed to twelve thousand European troops. 
This is a great disparity so far as numbers go; but the 
moral feeling will be with the twelve thousand ; so will the 
individual physical strength ; so will the money ; so will all 
the means of war except numbers. These advantages will 
quadruple the power of the twelve thousand, reducing the 
adverse chances to about two to one only : for the mutineers 
will be ruled by ‘ Panchat/eis :* that is to say a sort of native 
politicals, such as governed the old Kalsa army, affd did 
their work as politicals well, destroying both governinont 
j[ind army in a very short space of time. But thousands 
more may join in this mutiny and place the fate of British 
India in jeopardy far beyond any it has yet sustained. Hence, 
in the present state of alfairs, and at this period of the year 
especially, any concession would be full of danger : more 
dangerous even than a collision, scattered as the Europeans 
are. We must bo very gentle, but fight sooner than concede 
a single point. 

“ I have had a conversation with Lord Dalhousie and 
Colonel Benson. This oflRcer and myself were opposed : he 
wanted to disband the two regiments of native infantry, I 
objected and Lord Dalhousie agreed with me. What were 
we to' do if many regiments refused their pay ? We could 
not disband tliirty or forty battalions 1 What would Colonel 
Benson then do ? Had we disbanded those regiments, the 
whole line, trusting to their numbers, would have followed 
the example, knowing we could not disband an army. No 
man can tell where this danger will end,* and any blunder 
of this kind will be ruinoas. Accidents however will occur, 
and I must be pupated for the greatest possible danger. 
My resolution is to ^at the cases as isolated ones, while 
they can be so tt'ented; for if we attempt to bully large 
bodies they will do same by us and a fight must*ensue.’' 
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On these views he noted, taking care secretfV to provide 
movable coliirns, and g tying positive instructions to the 
generals in the Punjaub bow to work on every emergency : 
meanwhile lie passed on to Peshawur, and found, ns before 
noted, that he must engage once more in war. For a British 
detachment had been massacred, the road to Kolint was 
closed by the AflfVoodees against him the commander in chief, 
tile orders issued by tlie Punjaub administration were 
aiisurd, and sure to cause the loss of two regiments. There 
was no time to lose, and he put himself at the head of the 
expedition, the causes for which and the details will be gra- 
dually brought out by his journal and notes. 

“Journal, February 10th. — We marched yesterday and 
encamped at the mouth of the defile, wdierc the head mau 
of the Akora village met me. He endeavoured to exculpate 
his people, and, as these people always do, cast tlie blame on 
others. When he found this unavailing, he tried to defend 
himself only. I gave an hour to bring in the chiefs and 
cause the people to lay down their arms ; it passed and we 
advanced ; but the troops had orders not to fire unless fired 
upon. I sent Captain Coke up n height to the right, and 
two companies of bis regiment to one on the left, thus 
securing the hills in my rear ; the Affreedees then fired, and 
we opened with a 12-pouiKler howitzer, the village was taken 
and burned, by Lawience’s men my belief is, and by bis 
orders.” He commanded a body of the troops raised for the 
Punjaub, and placed, as before noticed, under the Punjaub 
board, beyond the commander in chiefs authority: they 
were in fact independent auxiliaries ! 

“ These villagers indeed deserve punishment, because they, 
liawrcnce assures me, receive money from our government 
tp protect the road ; instead of which they attacked us. 
This ‘is the usual conduct and nature of hill robbers, but 
they say vre did not pay them enough. It is the old story : 
— civilization and barbarism cannot run together. We have 
had filing all night, and I expect our march this day will be 
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under tlie fii# of miiUdilocks the whole way, and 1 fear our 
return will be very difficult. ^ 

** 11th, Bostee Kluiil. — We have fought our way through 
the defile, five miles : the pass of Kohat is just above us, and 
I rode there this morning. It is occupied by our men from 
tlie town of Kohat, nnd there is an old tower, quite strong 
enough against inntclilocks tmd jezails: I will throw up a 
stronger one to conOiin some tio()[>s, as this only holds 
about twelve men, and is built of loose stones. I rode also 
to where the Affreedees massacred our poor suppers, close to 
anothor tower whicli had eighteen men ; these last were able 
to hold their own, but the fourteen outside were all murdered. 
Well, we have killed as many since the morning ! While we 
gtay we shall have sliarp work every day I think. I’here has 
been firing all night, our picquets had little rest and we 
have had some losses. I am going over to Kohat. 

“ Four o’clock. — Just come back from Kohat itself, and 
find that fine lad, Ensign Sitwell, has been slain during rny 
absence. Alas ! alas ! Hilliard too is mortally wounded ! 
Tluise two young men dined with me three days ago, and I 
took such a fancy for both ! especially Sitwell : — never did 
I meet with a more engaging modest youth. Boor Hilliard 
talked to me of his young wife ! She will soon be a widow 
now!. My God how hateful is war! Yet better die 
gloriously as young Sitwell did, than as my dear John did, 
in the agonies of cholera ! Fool that I am to think Sitwell’s 
death the best ! We know nothing ! How can I know 
anything about it? it was the impulse of a fool to think 
one death better than another. Prepare to die bravely, and 
let death come in what form it pleases God to send him. 

“ I mean to return to-morrow and go ^loar through the 
defile. We shall be strongly opposed, and therefore Lie\j- 
tenant Pollock has orders to march from Kohat towards a pass 
which leadi| to Buzottee, a village in the hills to which the 
Affreedeej^ave sent their wives and children : he can only 
cause an mShiiy but that will draw men from us fo* defend 
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their families, and we shall get away with ttore ease and 
our loss Ibe less. ^ 

'‘Feb. 13th, Mutinee. — We are here again in the plain, 
having swept clean through the pass of thirteen miles, 
fighting the whole way ; yet we have lost hut six men 
wounded, and 1 believe none killed. Hilliard is still alive, 
and some hope of his wound not being mortal. 

“Fe)b. J4th, Peshawur. — A march of eighteen miles 
hrougl}t ns^ hero and our whole loss is about one hundred 
and ten killed and wounded; not much when one considers 
the terrible defiles through which we passed, defended by a 
warlike race. This is a proof of the nonsense talked about 
mountaineers, and how foolish it is to expect success against 
them with regular ti’oops! Eegular troops are the only 
troops that can succeed against them. Runjeet Sing made 
the sfime march that I did to relievo Kohat, and is said to 
have lost a thousand soldiers: how few men understand 
war ! But all this loss and expcnco has been caused by the 
government's inordinate taxing of salt: they will pay for* 
their folly, the AfFj*eedees will be avenged. Lord Palhousie 
has, I think, shewn a total want of ability as an adminis- 
trator. How lucky I am ! Rain is now falling in torrents ; 
had it caught us in the hills the camels could not have 
moved : however I had prepared for accidents by taking 
fourteen days' provisions with me. Altogether this march 
has been a go(»d lesson in hill warfare. The Sepoys did all 
the wwk. We made, with exception of the artillery, little 
or no use of the Europeans, keeping them for a struggle.” 

Here his journal ends, and the following is from his post- 
humous work. e 

" Coke had kept his men at the top of the defile to protect 
o^ur rearguard in retreat, and os the enemy, not knowing 
that he was to remain at Kohat, took him for a part of our 
force, his position gave us a quiet march for a^mile or two. 
When he retired the Affreedees followed us : no^owever in 
full forch, for Pollock's feint had drawn manfrowards the 
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western pasar This was an important diversion, for govern- 
ment information, acquired at Peshawar, said the Oriiksio 
and Terali Affreedees had gathered forty-five thousand men, 
exclusive of the warriors around us ; and as all are branches 
of the one tribe and combine in danger, be must proceed 
bridle in hand who ventures among their mountains. To 
enter them is easy, to retreat difficult, to remain stationary 
all but impossible ; for every convoy may have to fight its 
way through fearful straits, and the strongest army be worn 
out, or paralysed before an incautious commander is aware 
of his danger. The Emperor Ackbar lost tw^o large armies 
in tlie Eusofsyes* country, opposite to that of the Affreedees; 
and the destruction of our forces in Affghanistnn w^as another 
miserable catastrophe, to warn imprudent commanders and 
improvident governments. 

“ To give Pollock’s feint value, W’e resolved to retread the 
defile by one rapid march, and thus forestol the Affreedees, 
who had gone to defend their western village: enough 
however remained to keep us warm. The skirmishing, front 
flanks and rear, was incessant, and some noticeable incidents 
occurred. Some Affreedees had gatJjered on a sugar-loaf 
rock, terminating a spur of the precipitous Iiills on our 
flank ; tin's rock being close to the road baiTed our progress, 
and the column lialted. On the summit a warrior stood 
like Fuzeli’s picture of Satan, with legs wide apart and arms 
high in air ; waving a sword and shaking a shield, he 
shouted and defied us. A young artillery officer, Mmster, 
laid his gun with a shell, and the flying death, whizzing 
through the air, burst at the moment it struck the brave 
Afireedee ; his head, his legs, his arms, flew like radii from 
a centre, and a shout of exultation burst fropa the troops. The 
amusements of a field of battle are grim. Condemn not 
that shout; life was played for in a rough game, and tlioy 
who won naturally rejoiced, : it is however a painful remem- 
brance. While this was going on, a dozen or two of 
enemies in the roar crept, unseen, within three hundred 
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yards, and laying their jezails on rests sent a volley against 
some staff officers, separately assembled with spy-glasses** — 
the general and his stafr — •* none were touclied, but had 
the Affreedccs been armed with miisquets many must have 
gone down. 

‘'Among Colonel Lawrcnce*8 men was a chief, Futteh 
Mahomed, or Futteh Ali : he w^as six feet four inches high, 
and always accompanied by his standard-bearer, a tall spare 
man, not loss daring, yet slight to look at near his gigantic 
master. This Futteh and his followers attacked a hill 
covered with enemies, he and his flag man conspicuously 
leading. The Affreedees held their ground, firing fast, but 
on the summit were charged sword in hand by Futteh, who 
slew their chief with a single stroke. ‘ With one hhw I 
Hplit him doivn^ no man wanin a second from me* was his 
speech. This was no empty boast: all had fallen who came 
within the sweep of his sword. He was certainly one of the 
finest men ever seen, and in honour of his bravery I made 
him ride into Peshawur on an elephant, with his standard- 
bearer behind the howdah, waving the flag over his head. 
That man and his people will be always true to the British 
unless wc maltreat him : not an impossible event however, 
for the British officers at Peshawur said, that we ill used 
some Pathan chiefs who had seiwed us well in the Affghau 
war." 

Such was the Kohat expedition, the last of Charles 
Napiers exploits in war, and that ho should have been com- 
pelled by a sense of duty to engage in it was a disgrace to 
the Indian .government more ways than one. He, the chosen 
general of England, sent out to redeem an empire, should 
have been consulted, honoured, respected and listened to with 
reverence on military affairs as a master in the art ; listened 
to*and reverenced in civil affairs also, as having governed in 
like circumstances with matchless ability and success. In- 
stead of that be was reduced by a miserable jealousy to be a 
mere inspecting general, and suddenly found himself com- 
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pelled by the reckless folly of the local Punjaub governmcnti 
to lead in such an exjiedition. He.was compelled nt bis ad- 
vanced age, by a sense of duty, to risk life and reputation, 
and ^vith every probability of terminating both amidst ihe 
Affreedee rocks, in skirmishes so obscure that an ensigirs 
death cast a gloom over the troops, as too great a loss for the 
occasion ! It was not for that England sent him forth, nor 
was it God’s will that he should so perish. But wliat mis- 
chievous folly was that which forced him to such a course? 
folly of men set high in power to control him, when their 
proper places sliould have been awaiting his orders with re^ 
spectful silence. Let the following summary speak — 
Arriving at Pesliawur in his military course of inspection, 
jkfid having information from seveial quarters that tjie Aff- 
ghans wore designing a new war, he had also the governor- 
g('ncrnVs orders to visit Kohat as a frontier post of import- 
anco% especially as regarded an Affghan invasion : ho found, ns 
before noticed, that the road was blocked by an enemy ; that 
there was an unprovoked massacre of soldiers to avenge, and 
two strong regiments under orders to force a way to the iso- 
lated post of Kohat. These regiments were not under his 
orders ; nor had their contemplated expedition been concerted 
with or even previously made known to him, though com- 
mander. in cliief ! One of them, being cavalry, w'as utterly 
unfit to operate amongst the rocky bills; the other of in- 
fantry was totally unprovided with arms ! “ One soldier," 

be said, had a inusquet without a lock, another a lock with- 
out a musquet; here was a bayonet that could not be fixed, 
there one that could not be unfixed. One man had a weapon 
with a lock, the cock of which would not go down ; then 
came one that would not stand up. A fine linndsome soldier, 
six feet high, brawny and bronzed, a model grenadier, liifi 
broad deep chest swelling with military pride, and bis black 
brilliant eye sparkling with a malicious twinkle, pretended to 
hold over his shoulder, between bis finger and thumb, a 
flint— bis only arm ! He was an epitome of political 
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«iTangCTncnts: a powerful soldier rendered useless by igno- 
rance ! • 

Now, bad both these regiments been infantry and well 
armed, they were still far too few for their task ; and their 
destruction, or, to save their lives, their passing over to tlie 
enemy, who was of tlieir own race, was almost certain ; and 
to prevent tlmt, and the political danger that must have 
immediately ensued from a defeat, the general was forced 
to take command of this obscure expedition. He imme- 
diately furnished tliem on his own responsibility with arms, 
and imiiing a large body of troops, resolved in person to 
convoy them to their destination and fight his own way 
back. It was beneath the dignity of a commander in chief, 
said an old Indian oflicer. It would, answered Charles 
Napier, have been more so, to let a tribe of barbarians bar 
the movements of my bead- quarters. So with that simple 
devotion to duty that characterised bis whole life, he risked 
fame and life without ostentation, the dignity of the mind 
rising above the dignity of rank. 

That his dishonour, or death, would have given un- 
bounded satisfaction to his political enemies in India and 
in England was soon abundantly manifested. Eor when 
the affair became known, an exultant cry was at once raised 
that he had been baffled, forced to fly, and was seeking 
to cover bis disgrace by big talk ; that his fame amongst 
the surrounding barbarian nations was gone ! And so per- 
tinaciously was this clamour continued as even to falsify 
liistory in a grave work by an honest man, Mr. McKenna. 
But his real objects were, militarily to save two regiments 
from destruction and ^reIieve Kohat; politically to shew 
the Affreedees that their power to stop his way was naught, 
and that Bunjeet^ Sing s failure was no measure of British 
power. These objects he effeoted with his usual promptness 
and vigour ; for a knowledge of the sappers being massa- 
cred was only obtained at mid-day on the Cth of February, 
and at daybreak on the 0th he was in march, with a well- 
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orgnnized body of more than tbree thousand men of nil 
arms, and a supply of fourteen days’ provisions. This is the 
way to make war: but to pervert, and misrepresent, all 
Charles Napiers actions, sentiments, and whole character, 
was still the object of his powerful enemies, and pursued 
with as much virulence as ever. 

When the burning of villages became known in Eng- 
land, the same system in the Eusofsye country having been 
before praised ns a vir/orons memure " a clamour was com- 
menced about Sir Charles Napier s ferocity ; and so far pre- 
vailed, that Lord Fitzroy Somerset wrote to the author of 
this work, expressing the pain, wljich a generous spirit like 
])is could not fail to entertain, at British troops being en- 
gaged in burnings and desolation. But when it. hecamo 
certain that Charles Napier had with a vehement indigna- 
tion opposed that system of warfare, and that it was the act 
of the politicals, and in pursuance of Lord Dalliousie’s savage 
policy, all clamour ceased, and such corraciion of harha- 
Han insolence ’* was applauded as an energetic and proper 
application of power. Worse remained behind. 

“ Journal, February ICth. — This day seven years I was at 
Muttaree in Scinde, having made up my mind to attack the 
Ameers, whatever force they might have! The Rubicon had 
been passed, and victory or death were the alternatives — 
tlie first awaited us ! I had then two thousand men only, 
with full power. I have now four hundred thousand men, 
but no power, This is the just proportion between Lord 
Ellenborough's brains and Lord Dalhousie’s. ‘ Poor little 

pig! 

“ February 17th, Meeanee day.— iLord Dalhousic tells me, 
as a piece of information, that we must rft)t give up ground 
befoi*e the people of this country : he very good to t^ll 
, me this, wluch does to help me in the disposition of tlie 
troops! He is a great warrior, and the members of the 
hoard of administration are all great generals ! they will get 
me into some military scrape, by their imbecility, wlfich will 
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he diflBcult and dangerous to gel out of. This Koliat affair 
is all pure blundering ! ^ I am ill, and if no improvement 
takes place must soon die ; for three weeks’ excruciating in- 
ternal pains have seized me every hour, or two liours, day 
and night, and I have fallen away, and have no strength. 
Good pluck carried me through the expedition to Kohat, but 
hardly could I sit my horse, though no one knew what 
agonies I suffered, for I do all I can to conceal my illness. 
These pains cannot go on much longer ; better or worse I 
must soon be, for they are not to bo borne with life long. 

“ I.ord Ellenborough, Feb. 26th. — Many circumstances 
prevented my sending in my resignation, to go home in 
March as I intended : this is now impossible. My tour 
occupied more time than w^as expected, and I bad informne 
tion that the Affghans and Goohib Sing intended to break 
the peace immediately ; with that in my possession I could 
not think of resigning. Then the Sepoys are discontented, 
most dangerously so in my opinion : this also required to 
be looked to, until the relief was effected. I am now in 
liopes that all will pass over; and, after fifty-six years’ con- 
stant service, I am not equal to the work of putting this 
army in order. You know the circumstances under which 
I came out, and Jiow mucli I disliked coming. I felt con- 
vinced I should liave very little power, and find I have 
much less than I expected. Why, I am now, during Lord 
Dalliousie’s absence, under Major-General Littler of the 
Company’s service, 1 being a full general in tlm Queen’s, and 
commander in chief ! Of course I said nothing about this 
to give Lord Dalhousie trouble ; but if any one bad told me 
in London, that I was going, out to India to be under the 
orders of a majdr- general I would not have gone at all. 
\yell, I will not continue this egotistical strain, but could 
give you innumerable reasons why I cannot remain. The^ 
duke’s good opinion is all in all to me, but he does not 
know bow powerless I am. 

“ Ndw for my news about India, and our skrimmage with 
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the AlTreedees. It liappened tbiis. There is a moantniii 
road^between Peshawur and Koliat^ both towns being ours : 
but the Affreedee tribes were never conquered by the Sikhs, 
and the latter paid black moil for protection across the pass 
fiom A to B, a distance of 13 
miles. It is a long and very dan- 
gerous defile, commanded by steep 
heights during its whole length. 

Wo began a road across, at the 
same time paying the AfFreedees GOOD rupees yearly ns black 
mail, to keep the defile safe. The AflVeedecs complain, 1°. 
That we did not pay the money to them ; that young Pol- 
lock, the political at Kohat, is the friend of a prince of 
^he house of Soqjah ool IMolk, who persuadt's Pollock that 
he, the prince, has all power, when really he has none. 
The prince thus pockets the rupees, giving a little to 
one or two feeble villages and getting tbeir receipts for the 
whole. 

2°. That salt was always sold at the rate of fifteen to 
twenty maunds for a rupee, and now tlio Lahore government 
has raised it to one rupee per mnund! This is true : it is 
the only complaint I can vouch for, but a strong one. 

8 They say we have occupied the top of the pass B, 
with soldiers, which is an insult to them, and unjust, as it is 
in their territory. Occupy the pass Pollock did ; but wlietlier 
it be in their tenitory I know not: however, these are their 
grievances. But instead of staling them, they assembled 
from seven to twelve hundred men at night, and falling 
upon twelve sappers and miners, who were making our road, 
murdered them. Tliis could he submitted to, and the 
political at Peshawur, Lieutenant-Colonel Lawrence, applied 
to me to open tlie communication with Kyhat, to punish tlic 
3 ?illagers, and reinfoixje that post which was then exposed to 
attack. I was in any case going to Kohat, and therolort3 I 
took a strong reinforcement for the post, and passed the 
defile. On entering it we were attacked, die firing wfi,s kept 
up throughout two days. Wo lost a very fine young lad 
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iDdeed, young Sitwell, and* twenty men killed, with some 
seventy or eighty woumjed; hut having reinforced at, 
we returned. 

‘"I like Lieutenant-Colonel Lawrence much, nnd Lieu- 
tenant Pollock seems a fine young man; hut he acts, and 
must net, in the spirit of the government, which is utterly 
un suited to these mountain people. I have told TiOrd Dal- 
housie tin’s, honestly and frankly. I know he will be angry, 
1 cannot help that, and regret it much ; hut as commander 
in chief, and a member of council, it is my duty to speak 
truth \vheii asked : and tlie truth is that this province is 
very ill governed and very discontented as far as 1 can 
judge. And there would be more insurrections, like the 
three which have already taken place, viz. in the Eusofsyes^ 
Biuinoo Jind AnVeedee mountains, had the discontented, 
like the above three, had hills to fly to. The forcing tlio 
13eugal regulation code on these people is to tlioni most 
oflensive. 1 need say no more, for you know these matters 
better than I do. 

“ Now for one military fact. At Peshawur I found an 
irregular regiment, one of those lately raised, which are not 
under my orders. This corps, 1st Punjaub Infantry, was 
ordered to Kohat, witli another of the same description, 
called the 1st PunjuTib Cavalry. I bad the curiosity to 
review these two regiments, and they are well commanded 
and in good order; but tlie infantry had old Sikh musquets 
of diflerent calihnis, and luckily very few would go off, or 
they would have hurst and wounded half the regiment ! 
Had the orders of the Punjaub board of administration 
been obeyed, these twq regiments would have been sent 
alone, and not half armed, through the strong defile of 
thirteen miles, and probably cut to pieces. Luckily I was 
there. I took spare arms frotu other regimentpj; armed the 
Punjaub Infantry well, and conveyed them to Kobat with 
troops drawn from the garrison of Peshawur; and most 
galland/did these men behave. I gave the Sepoys nearly 
the whole work, and this regiment, under a prime soldier, 
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Captain Coke, did the greatest part Pray tell Lord Den- 
man, who is a friend of Coke's, that his young soldier is one 
of the best I have met with in India! 

Your lordship will see that the mere accident of my 
being on the spot saved, in all probability, two regiments j 
for with near 8000 men and six guns I lost two officers and 
twenty men slain, besides wounded : yet I liad strength to 
send strong defachments to seize heights on either flank, and 
to shell the enemy where he was strongly posted! Coke’s 
noble regiment, and its noble leader, could not have sent 
sections where I sent companies, and would have been cut 
off! Besides, they would have had no arms ! ! Can anything 
ho worse than this ? Well, I took upon myself to give tlicm 
arms, and I dare sny ‘ his honour in councii* on tlie repre- 
Boiitaiion of the * MUitonj Boards will reprimand ihc, as 
tliey have twice done already — they being pcrlectly in the 
wrong each time ! It is not good old Li tiler that does this : 
it is llalliday and Peeksnifl': liowever, if the supremo 
council expect mo to ho passive they are in the wrong box I 
“ Now for a more serious affair. There is a siiiouldering 
conspiracy among the Sepoys to force the government to 
give higher pay ; tliis had shown itself in mitigated forms 
in four regiments, hut burst forth with some violence in the 
GGth, ^^hich garrisoned Goviud Glmr, and tried to seize that 
fort ! Luckily one vigorous officer saved the gates, and the 
1st cavalry dismounted and entered by force. ^ Lord Dal- 
housic is away, I am here up in the nortli, and Gilbert had 
to deal with the mutineers. He tried them and let them off 
with lenient sentences, and thus overturned the system 1 was 
acting upon, of inflicting just punishment for mutiny ! 
The guard, which fixed bayonets and the gate to 

exclude iJie dismounted caYalry, was merely sentenced four- 
teen years' imprisonment ! The whole proceedings came to* 
me yesterday, but I can do hotliing, as Gilbert has confirmed 
the sentences. So f have dismissed the regiment bodily 
and made the NUeseefee boMalion of Qoorhas ^/i«f.G6M 
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Rogiment. The talk amongst the Brahmins was, that the 
government could not get men if the Brahmins chose to 
stop recruiting: so I thought it good to shew the whole 
of India, as well as the Brahmins, that we can, — and good 
soldiers too, as daring as Europeans ! 

Whether I have done right or wrong is yet to be seen, 
hut a prompt and strong blow was necessary, and I struck 
it, and being convinced I am ’right await the result with 
perfect confidence. If once the army can dictate to the 
government, the Indian game is up ; we should have the 
Sikh punchayets in a month ! Had not the conduct of 
the government been perfectly just on this occasion, I 
should feel nervous and unhappy ; but it has been quite 
just ; and while 1 am at the head of the army, with God's 
blessing, not one farthing of increased pay shall the Sepoy 
get. 

“ I will now relate to yoi^ another of onr vigorous doings. 
The Bnjah of Sikkim imprisoned two doctors. This hap- 
pened just ns the governor- general wmis on his way to 
Bombay. He ordered the ^ supreme government * to 
punish the rajah and publicly threatened him. Then 
regiments were ordered hero and there, without my being 
consulted at all ; a general was appointed to command ; 
and all things wore collected at Darjeeling to enter Sikkim, 
and smite the Sikkimites, hip and tliigh. However the 
commander,, General Young, thought it as well, first to ask 
what sort of country he had to act in ? and thereupon the 
political, a Mr. Lushington, made enquiry. The govern- 
ment had thought that enquiry the last thing to be done it 
seems ; for it was then found, that the despicable rajah 
has such a ’‘cQuntry, and such means of defence, that 
General Young very properly wrote to government to say 
*ho|i‘cared his force was unequal to the invasion ! Thus, 
afW. all the preparation and expence, the expedition is 
coimtorraandejd by ‘ his honour in council ! * and the 
puhlio ‘letter of the governor-general, threatening to ex- 
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tirpate the r«gah and his tribe falls harmless to the 
ground. • 

I dare say Lord Dalhousie wll be very angry, when 
liC lauds and finds what has happened, but it is his own 
fault. Why did he l^ave to the supreme council the 
conduct of a war, when the commander in chief was 
the person to entrust with the execution of such mea- 
sures ? General Young, in my belief, prevented a cata- 
strophe, which was very probable had the suggestions of 
Mr. Lushington been followed. In short the system of 
political management in war, which your lordship put down, 
is fast getting up agtiin. I may be wrong, hut this is my 
decided opinion; and without prejudice, for I like Lord 
])ij,lhousie, and on many points he has given me excellent 
support, though on many others 1 am a cypher, and any 
other man would be as good. I could tell you many 
things to confirm your doctrine, about the necessity of a 
complete revision of the whole system of Indian govern- 
ment." 

The vigorous blow " of’ the fci-egoing letter, though 
founded on a general view of policy had also an osj)e- 
cial object. The general had proposed to Lord Dalhousie, 
when the mutinous spirit of the Sepoys first appeared, that 
the Nussecreo battalion of Goorkas should have Sepoys' 
pay, their own being too scanty. This was an experiment 
to ascertain the feelings of the Goorkas towards the Britisli 
service, Lord Dalhousie assented, and an officer was sent 
to announce the offer to the Nussecrec Goorkas: they 
accepted it with frantic joy, for they were actually starving. 
Here then was a fair beginning of an admir^able policy; 
but though tlj 0 governor-general promised, land the com- 
mander in chiefs assurance had been thus publicly and 
officially given to these poor men, faith was not kept ; their 
claim was shuffled off by tibe government until Charles 
Napier, indignant at such falseness and cruelty, seized the 
occasion of the mutiny af Gbvind Gl^^r tb redeem his own 

VOL. IV. M 
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word. On his self-responsibility he disbanded the 60th 
and substituted the^Goorka battalion, thus giving them 
Sepoys* allowances : certainly it was a bold stroke, but one 
of those which belonged to his resolute, honest character, 
as a public man. 

Previously to this vigorous display of energy he had 
assumed, on his own responsibility also, to dispense for a 
while with a government regulation, apparently and really 
of the smallest possible consequence in itself, yet bearing so 
on the troubles of the mutiny as to corry with it the safety 
of the Indian empire. This regulation affected the usual 
allowance to the Sepoys for purchasing their food, according 
to the market prices of the couftries in which they served : 
it was recent, was but partially known, was in itself un- 
just, and became suddenly applicable at Wuzzeerabad, 
whore it was entirely unknown. The general was then on 
his journey to Poshawur, previous to the Kohat enterprize ; 
and he was told by the Brigadier, General Hearsey, com- 
mander at Wuzzeerabad, that it was an unknown regula- 
tion, which would lessen the allowance of the Bepoys, and 
in their sullen temper, looking as they then were for 
higher pay by mutiny, would bo most impolitic and dan- 
gerous to enforce : that it would most probably produce an 
outbreak. The value of this communication may be 
measured by the fact, that only twelve days afterwards the 
Goviiid Ghur mutiny happened. 

Sir Charles Napier immediately consulted Colonel Grant, 
his Indian adjutmit- general, and other persons, as to the 
origin, nature, and effect of this till then unknown and 
partially- acting regulation : they confirmed his own notion 
that it was unjust, was trifling as to amount in the ag- 
gi*egate, but would yet be most injurious to the public 
service if enforced. Lord Dalhousie was then at sea, the 
supreme council distant, the commander in chief was on the 
spot, the crisis formidable, the danger imminent. Weighing 
th 0 «e*things Sk 0. Napier suspended the application of the 
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regulation : — let the reader mark! suspended the applica- 
tion, pending a reference to the supre^pe council T* That 
is to say for one montli ! One month's delay in promul- 
gating and enforcing a partial, unjust, and to. the Sepoys 
unknown regulation, when, in the opinion of all tlio oflBcere 
conversant with the Sepoys* disposition, its immediate appli- 
cation would cause a terrible mutiny that might overturn 
the British empire in India I Jlnd to what jamount did the 
sum thus witlilield from government reach in the aggregate? 
Less than ten pounds ! not ten pounds to each Sepoy, but 
ton pounds in the whole ! For tlms overstepping his legal 
power, to an extent that an ensign would scarcely be rebuked 
for, Sir Charles Napier, the commander in chief, was by 
Lord Dnlhousie and his council grossly I'eprinmnded, grossly 
insulted, and forbid ever to exercise his discretion in any 
such matters or under any circumstances again— in fine, as 
will he seen, driven by brutal insolence to resign his com- 
mand. A principle, it was said, not money was in question. 
YesJ there was a great principle f one which involved that 
of serving the public at any personal risk ; and the proof 
that ho, Charles Napier, well judged the occasion, was that 
Lord Dalhousie and his council did not dare to enforce 
their own regulation after him ! His letters and journal 
shall by degrees disclose this affair, hut for tho complete 
story the reader must look to " Indian Misgorernment,'* 

'' Miss Napier, Feb. 28th. — Take a sample of my daily 
work. Got up at four o’clock and rode my elephant till 
daylight ; then mounted my beautiful white Arab ^ Mosaic^' 
and galloped him for ten miles, to the disparagement of 
some of my retinue, men of half my agp, who were knocked 
up: a hearty breakfast after, at seven, and fnem that time 
to this five o'clock, write! write! write! and my hptse is 
now waiting for me to go and review two regiments. 

‘‘M. Genl. W. ]Sfnp%.--^Your view of the duke j^^ Jetter 
is right: what he thinks a misfortune tp me^ I think. -none 
at all. All that he, Lord EUenho|Ongh, end you; say, 

M z 
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I had 'well considered before, and resolved to stay a few 
months longer. Xhe duke has a right to think this 
country in danger; it is in great danger, and Lord Dal- 
housio is more likely to huiTy on danger than to control it: 
time will reveal his weak character. I could fill volumes 
with small matters, aye ! and great ones, on this subject. 

Among other tilings that hinder iny attempts to put 
the troops right is tliis great one : the Sepoys are over- 
whelmed wuth duties that do not belong to them — civil 
duties. Next, the stations are enormous : each officer, each 
clerk, each civil servant has what is called a ^ comj)ound ;* 
that is a villa with a large garden, outhouse, &;c. Hence 
the guards at these stations have five, six, even ten miles to 
go to their posts, and two evils arise.* 1®. They must be 
very large to defend themselves. 2®. They cannot bo re- 
lieved daily, for the heat is too great, the distance too great : 
they mount guard weekly, sometimes only once in two 
months ! Discipline of course has been destroyed, and all 
the gumds in Bengal are, in fact, detachments under native 
officers. A sentry calls out when bis time for relief comes, 
the next sentry then gets out of bed, dresses and takes his 
post, and the relieved man goes to bed. 

“ I have had no time to deal with this yet, nor is it easy 
to deal with. I cannot stem such a stream under a poor 
creature who requires a long correspondence to understand 
the most trifling matters, and then ‘considers.* No! he 
don’t consider, he will ‘ take into consideration.' Now con- 
sideration in any case is the devil with a weak head ; but it 
is ten devils in the future tense, I have however carried 
three new cantonments by assault; he has assented, and 
I have clapt on engineers and workmen so vigorously, that 
my hope is they will be too far advanced before he has time 
to recant : they will cost 5B300,000, but regiments will up 
longer be destroyed wholesale as they now are. 

“I have disbanded the 66th Sepoys, and transferred 
Gdofka xnen^ the colours of that regiment. I expect tliis 
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to make a devil of a noise, but time was not to be lost by 
applying for authority to * his honour in council * at Cal- 
cutta : half tlie army might have been in open mutiny be- 
fore an answer could have been received from men not 
competent to give an opinion. My dear coadjutors of the 
supreme council are unfit to form any military opinion, yet 
are great generals, and foim the most decided opinions. 
So I have acted for myself, and if reproved in 4he least 
degree will appeal to those who sent me here, which will be 
a job for the supreme council. Tlie impression which my 
proceedings will make on the public mind in India cannot 
yet be known, as my general order only left this two days 
ago ; but the papers will have it directly, and you will see 
whg.t they say. Had the mutineers seized the strong fortress 
of Grovind Ghur, there is little doubt that the disbanded 
Sikh soldiers who are round Umritzer would have risen in 
arms. We had a narrow escape. 

H. Napier, March lOdi. — I have very few things in my 
gift. Lord W. Bentinck, and Hardinge, deprived the com- 
mander in chief of everything they could take from him. 
Yet I know not why they should be blamed : it was all 
jobbing, and they had as good a right as others. All the 
pains I take to stop jobbing is however just labour thrown 
away, except for my own conscience : Kennedy and I are 
absolutely tired out by the great labour, and time, it takes to 
find out who has the best claims, and we do not succeed : it 
is impossible. In our Affreedee fight three young men dis- 
tinguished themselves much : chance gave me three vacant 
posts in that week, and one went to each of those three 
ofBcers. This seemed a fair thing, 1 hgving never seen one 
of them until in fight ; yet three times three *dozen, in the 
whole army, have greater claims ; but not the luck to fight 
gallantly and notably under the eye of the commander in 
chief. This therefore was not strictly just ; but two of them 
^^t three times up a precipitous luU, leaping from crag "to 
crag under a heavy matchlock fire and the filling do^fi of 
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stones, and brought off four wounded men from under the 
noses of tlie Affreedees. These wounded men had been lying 
under the rocks above; seen by us from below, but the 
enemy, though just above them, saw them not. Up went 
Lieutenant Norman and Lieutenant Murray in full red 
uniform, with a parcel of Sepoys as gallant as themselves, 
and in three trips brought the poor wounded fellows down. 
The third officer was Hilliard, who, when gallantly carrying 
a cliff was shot down while cheering on his men. 

“ Well, the Affreedees now have the defile again, and the 
whole was a miserable blunder of government : this I have 
tried to prove to Lord Dalhousie and hope we shall not 
quarrel on the subject. I have done a good job in quelling 
the ‘mutiny: — if so be I have quelled it, for I am hy^no 
means sure. I ought to be more modest Hal ; but, to tell 
truth, I doubt whether every commander in chief could have 
done so well as myself. I have also done great good for tlm 
European soldiers in establishing throe new barracks, built 
on sound principles of ventilation and comfort, and in one 
way or another have benefited the soldier much. But I 
have now been travelling and working very hard for a year, 
and have not a bit of flesh on my bones : I have lost at 

least a stone in weight. T^ll your friend Mrs. I 

cannot get a cadetship for her friend s son : it is a private 
favour from a director, and I do not think Hogg would give 
me one ! How well, by th6 way, he ought to read the Sikhs' 
bible : it is called the Qrunth i ^ 

I always intended to ask Jones to paint the battle of 
Meeanee, and am delighted at his having taken up the idea. 
He throw it in my: way ! Why, if there be- anything in 
military glorjT, what is the G.C.B. of the Bath compared to 
a picture of Meeanee by the best battle-painter of the day ? 
I know of no gJoiy in the Bath, except that my heir will 
carry the badge on a coshion to the Queen, snivelling, and 
say ^ffone dead* And th^ sovereign will say, ^Another 
riVhand to ^1^ away.' 
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Genl. W. Napier, March 22nd. — I had decided to stay 
until October before your letter came ^dvising me to do so. 
With Lord Dalhousie I have been very plain about the Af- 
freedees, because the government is entirely wrong. But my 
expedition was right, for the Affreedees, were savage in their 
acts, though riglit izi their anger : tbdiy were very brutal. 
Tl)ey cut the cords of the sappers* tent, and holding it down 
hacked the poor fellows to pieces through the canvas. There 
will be mischief in that district. Twelve of our men have 
been killed there since my foray, and the pass and the salt 
mines are in possession of the Affreedees. Lord Dalhousie 
is not pleased with what I tell him about the Punjaub go- 
vernment, but the Affreedees will tell him enough. The 06th 
nejirly got hold of Govind Ghur : had they done so, ,they 
would have murdered their officers, and obtained £100,000 
in specie. It is the seat of the Sikh religion, all the dis- 
banded Sikh soldiers are living around it, hurning for another 
fight, and would have been up in an instant. 

‘‘ March 20Lh. — Lord Dalhousie has just returned from 
sea. He approves of my disbanding the 60th, but not of my 
taking the Goorkas into pay, which is the essence of the 
blow struck ! as shewing tlie Brahmins we have another race 
to rest on for soldiers. I have just got his weak letter : — it 
is very silly. He will not however, I expect, rescind my 
order, but it would please me, as my resignation should in- 
stantly go in. He does not see half the danger he was in, 
I suspect, and they will all — pooh ! pooh ! now it is over. 
Here, on the spot all wore in the greatest fright. The Sik- 
kim affair has ended dUgracefully : so much for Lord Dal- 
housio's military ability, and his confidence in the commander 
in chief I Had I not been at Peshawar two regiments would 
have destroyed ; yet I have not power to order even a 
detachml^of a ct^tpoi^al and three anywhere : to do so is at 
my own rffi ! Is this a Iw)sition for me ? You will say no ! 
hut you are right about my staying till October. 

Lord EUenborotigh, March llpd you efi my 
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making the ftfith a Goorka regiment. My reason for this 
very important measure you shall have in full, because I 
liave had a hasty note from Lord Dalliousie on his landing 
at Calcutta, in which he regrets my having taken this step 
without applying for advice to the supreme council. Now, T 
have no regret, and viould act precisely in the same way were 
the work to bo done over again. When I was at Simla last 
November, the officer commanding the Goorka battalion told 
mo his men were starving on 4 rupees 8 annas a month ; 
that they were very proud of our service, hut many had de- 
serted from want of food. He shew’ed me his calculations, 
hy which it appeared clearly that their pay could not support 
them. 

Turning in my mind whnt to do, I saw on the one hand, 
that two native regiments had just mutinied for increase of 
pay, and there were strong grounds to suppose the muti- 
nous spirit was general in the Bengal anny, evincing itself 
in the midst of a hostile population. On the other hand, 
the Goorkas were said to be as brave as Europeans : this is 
the unqualified opinion of every officer who has seen them 
in battle. I therefore came to the conclusion, that hy taking 
these Goorkas into the line we should get faithful troops, 
equal to our Europeans in courage, for the pay of Sepoys. 
Common sense pointed out the wisdom of doing this ; espe- 
cially at a moment when the faith of the Sepoys was doubt- 
ful; for with the Goorka race we can so reinforce our Euro- 
pean that OUT actual force in India would be greater 

than that of the Sepoy aniiy, numerous as it is. 

Having this impression, I went to Lord Dalhousie, who 
entirely agreed with all I ^aid, but added, that he had been 
told the Goorkfis objected to serve in the plains. ‘ However,* 
said he, ‘I have also heard, that this was a mere story spread 
" by the married officers, who had bungalows in the bills and 
did not like to move.* My answer was that I could easily 
find that out, and I did so, and told Lord D., that the 
married officers were against it, but the Goorkos would be 
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delighted to go anywhere. Lot me I said, seiB an officer to 
their quarters to ascertain from theinselves if they like it^ 
and, if they do, to promise them Sepoy pay at once, on con- 
dition that they march wherever ordered. He agreed, I drew 
up a paper for the officer to read to the Goorkas, Lord D. 
read and approved of the paper, spoke to the officer, Lieu- 
tenant Tombs, and sent him off that day. The Goorkas ac- 
cepted the offer with frantic shouts of joy. Poor fellows, they 
were starving ! 

I thought everything settled and went on my tour, but 
when at Hurdwjir, to my astonishment, received a letter from 
Lord Dalliousie, saying he had not authority to grant the 
Goorkas increase of pay, but would write to the Court of 
liirectors to recommend it ! My answer was, that ‘ the.pro’- 
mmiH of the governor -general and the commander in chief 
voluntarily given and gratefully received^ could not he 
withdrawn.* I was really discomposed at this, and my joy 
was great when, in answer, came a letter to say our promise 
should be kept at all hazards ; but he would wait for the 
answer of the Court of Directors, which would arrive by the 
first of January. That if unfavourable, ho would do the 
thing even though it removed him from India. Well, six 
months passed and nothing was done ! I had been travel- 
ling the whole time, and was much vexed to see the muti- 
nous spirit evincing itself in all directions. These outbreaks 
convinced me there was hut one way to meet them, namely, 
by force. It is all very well to talk big, to say, ! we 
won't concede an iota to mutineers:’ but Lord Dalhousie 
forgets that we must concede, unless We have fofee ; and that 
force cannot be found in the ranks of tthe mutineers ! It is 
tlwlfeore good policy to enlist Goorkas, a^nd* had policy to 
treat those brave soldiers ill I 

*^Now, at the moment when daily and hourly reflection had 
brought these thoughts to ^nviction in iny mind, I heard 
of the 66th having nearly iaeizod Govind Ghur, containing an 
immense magazine of guhpowder, a vast q^uantity oY^Sikh 

M 3 
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cannon, and •ensure : and this at the seat of the Sikh reli- 
gion and in the midst of the disbanded Sikh soldiery ! I 
SAW there was no time to lose, and thought the opjiortunity 
favoutable for striking a heavy blow at mutiny, and nt the 
foundation on which mutiny was based; and I think the fol- 
lowing fact will satisfy you. Lord Dalliousio knows it as 
well as I do, for he wrote to me on the subject. When some 
Sepoys were grumbling at a little liardship in the last catn- 
paign> Major Neville Chamberlaine reproached them tlius, 
Wore I the general I would disband you all. A Hrulimin 
Havildar answered, If you did w^e would all go to our villages, 
and you should not get any more to replace us. This was a 
distinct promulgation of a principle on which they were pre- 
pare^l even tlien to act; and lujuce the mere disbanding of, a 
regiment, so far from doing good, as Lord Dalliousio ima- 
gines, would only render tlic dangerous principle more for- 
midable. To me it is incoinpreliensible that liis lordship 
does not see his own safety in that part of my conduct 
which he regrets. 

‘"Some time before the dOth mutinied, the 22nd had 
shewn the same spirit, and when some w^ere punished by 
court-martial the men were heard to say, ‘ This is tyranny, 
but what can we do ? We are in the midst of European regi- 
ments. We will wait till all tlie other regiments arrive and 
tlien we will consult and do whatever the other regiments do.’ 
Here w^o have the Sikh punchayets in embryo. Such was 
the ton||»of the Bengal ai’my when I assumed command ; for 
this pay affair was a long-prepared one, and the correspond- 
ence by post'between regiments was enormous, as has since 
appeared. At Delhi, when I put a stop to the niuti^us 
proceedings of .the 41st Eegiment, the Sepoys said, 
four regiments are coming to the Punjaub and feady to 
stand hy us / Few are awai'e of the great and secret spread 
of this spirit of mutiny : the whole framework of discipline 
was shaken to its foundation, and the only chance of putting 
it riglrt was the very measure which Lord Dalhousie dislikes, 
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but has fortunately confirmed. Had I not enUbtcd tlio Goor- 
kas, merely disbanding the 66lh, the other regiments would 
have said, ‘ They are martyrs for us, we too will refuse! 

This passive resistance, which however became more 
active and violent of character in each successive mutiny, 
could not be easily dealt witli by breaking regiment after re- 
giment, in the midst of tm armed and most discontented popu- 
lation ; for if Lord Dolhousie thinks the Sikhs are disarmed 
ho is mistaken : they are not, I therefore repeat that we 
have no way to meet this formidable spirit but by force ; and 
w'e have not sufficient force, unless we enlist men wholly 
difierent from the Sepoys, and who, being joined to our Euro- 
peans, can put down mutiny. Then the Sepoy will be 
fi-ithful ; not otherwise, since he has got the taste for. high 
pay. 1 could now dismiss a dozen regiments if they behaved 
ill, and there would be no more mutiny; all the command- 
ing officers say that the spirit is gone ; for all see that I do 
not look to Lucknow for recruits, and the Havildar's threat 
is no longer of worth : the militai’y government is now firm 
and vigorous. 

Tlie three Goorka regiments had been ill-used, but 
tliat is now made up to them ; Lord Halliousie Ims given 
to them all Sepoys’ pay, whicdi has delighted me. Lord D. 
thinks I should have consulted the supreme council — he 
being absent. There was no time to hold councils of war ! 
The thing required a blow, heavy and rapid, or the whole 
effect would have been lost. And what could theiSupreme 
council know about the matter? Which among them knew 
anything about soldiers ? Not one but Littler, and I am 
not likely to consult a major!*genefal# on a subject I under- 
stand better than he does. I like Littler much, but 1 do 
not m councils at all, because I never want to avoid re-, 
sponsibility. 

P.S.—- 1 send you a copy <)f my Kohat dispatch. Whether 
it-is usual or not to publii^ these' dispatches you will know 
better than me ; but this haa not been pubbshed : nbjf do I 
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know whether Lord Dalhousio approves of what I have 
done or not, for be ba^ not written a single line to say so, 
beyond approving of the conduct of the troops. I do not 
want Lord Dolhousie's thanks, but it is ungracious, his not 
saying even in a private note — ‘ I congratulate you on getting 
safe out of the dehle.' These Affreedees had been ready to 
do anything to oblige and serve us before, they were ill-used, 
and their anger arose entirely from had management, as I 
have told Lord Dalhousie. Had Sir Colin Campbell been 
in full command there, instead of IJeutenant Pollock and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Lawrence, the fight would not have taken 
place : I know they should not had I been there. I like 
Lawrence very much, and he is a good and clever soldier, so 
I do not speak from any hostile feeling : hut T Chink he, likp 
all politicals, is incautious. Young Pollock is a hoy, I do 
not blame him : but these gentlemen hold the people they 
have ton deal with too cheap. 
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EIGHTEENTH EPOCH. 

THIRD PERIOD. 

To suspend a deduction of ten pounds from the Sepoys' 
allowances at Wuzzeerabad, was an official irregularity so 
eagerly seized as clearly to prove watchful malice directed 
from afar ; and Lord Dalhousie's qualities fitted him for 
giving effect to such miserable enmity. He bad also his 
own cause of anger. The military report on the Punjaub 
system, especially as regarded the Affreedees, speaking 
plainly, as its author acknowledged, because truth wHb abso- 
lutely necessary, wounded the governor- general's self-love. 
Sir 0. Nnpior, when composing that report, knew not that the 
system he so unsparingly condemned was of Lord Dalhousie's 
own concocting, and secretly directed by him. Ho thus, un- 
wittingly, hurtled his lordship s vanity and weakness, sending 
both staggering to official pomposity for support ! With this 
key to motives, the progress of the affair may ho judged 
from the simple records of the wronged mans feelings as 
the events occurred. 

‘‘Miss Napier, April 5. — My letters must he short; for 
unless I tell a long story of all that goes wrong I know not 
what to write ; and were I to tell only what goes right you 
would have a blank sheet ! ft is hateful to grumble and 
criticise; -yet what can a man do in my portion? Truth 
must Hb told, because men’s lives hang upon it, and the . 
truth is, m go on very ill : put things right I cannot, and it 
is better to go away. Besides I may be wrong, and there- 
fore, better away digging in a garden : if my work spoil 
the^gjU^dan no harm is done, hut great will be the h^m of 
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making mistakes in India, so I speak plainly to my col- 
leagues. They don't .agree with me ; the soldiers do, and 
also many civil servants : but I and the powers that be, tako^ 
widely- difiPerent views, and that is bad, though we do not ex- 
actly quarrel. 

Qenl. W. Napier, April. — LoiS Fitzroy has copies 
of Lord Dalhoiisie's minutes on my Punjaub report, and my 
answer. If I am wrong I am better at home, for my head 
must be gone : but my opinion is that I am right, though 
such a long story is not easily told, amidst such crusliing 
masses of business. I am loaded with responsibility, and 
Lord Dalhousie tries to throw on me that which I should 
not bear, and will not bear : if evil happens it will be the 
result of bis own government, not of my acts. However asj 
may be hooked on, despite of myself, the danger is great, 
and I shall beg to be recalled in October. I am too old to 
bear s# much work, and so much danger ; for those who 
surround me have power* not always to be coped with. Keep 
close the copy of my letter to Lord Ellenborough : you 
know how the duke upholds the principle of secrecy, and he 
won t like my telling Lord Ellenborough even, though that 
is in fact telling himself. My thought is that Lord Lalhousie 
does not wish to make war; but ho has a little jealous 
mind, and tliinks ho understands great points of government, 
which he does not: however, if possible, I will keep well 
with him. 

“ Journal, April. — Lord Dalhousie not yet arrived. I 
suspect we shall have high words : he is weak as water, and 
as vain as a pretty woman, or an ugly man. I am sick of 
him. I have been told that it was Colonel Benspn who ad- 
vised retreating* at Feroshashur ; but when it was proposed 
to Gough, he furiously exclaimed, ‘ Retreat! No by God! 

I have served all my life with honour and I’ll leave my old 
bones to whiten on this field if we are beaten ! 1*11 never 

retreat* This is just like the brave and noble-hearted 
veterdn^: he is true as steel.” 
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Now burst the long-expected stonu of factious malice. 
Lord Dalliousie returning from his voyage, made known his 
arrival by an angry minute, repelling and censuring, as 
personally offensive, tlie report on the Punjaub ; adding 
thereto the subjoined reprimand of the coininnnJer in chief, 
for having, by a temporary suspension of a foolish unjust 
oflicc regulation, quelled without bloodshed, the most formi- 
dable spirit of mutiny that over pervaded the Indian army. 

^'Heprimund, dated Calcutta, April 13th, and addressed 
to the adjutant- general by a secretary. 

'‘Yoiir dispatch No. 18, of the SOth January, and ray 
reply thereto, dated the 14th February last, relative to the 
mode of calculating compensation for Sepoys rations, 
having been duly submitted to the most noble the governor- 
general of India in council, I am directed to acquaint you 
for the information of liis excellency the commander in 
chi(f, that his lordsliip in council entirely concur# in the 
opinion expressed in paragraph 9 of my letter to your ad- 
dress, of the 14 th February above referred lo, and views 
with regret and dissatisfaction the orders wIucIj the com- 
mander in chief intimates he has issued to the olheers in ilio 
Pimjaub. ^ 

“ 2 '. There w as, I am to observe no room for doubt as to 
what were tlie intentions of the governor- general in council, 
on this part of the general order of 1847 that had been re- 
ferred to. If there had been doubts the obvious and proper 
course for his excellency was to have referred the matters for 
the consideration of the president in council, and to have 
awaited his reply before he g^e an order which he had no 
power to issue, and did not in any respect call for haste. 

“ 3®. The commander in chief has issuoi this order with 
reference to tioops in the Punjaub, His excellency well^ 
know^s the difficulty of reversing on order issued regarding 
; Ay ; and he must be awftre that, that difficulty becomes an 
Impossibility after what has recently occurred in the Punjaub. 
The effect therefore of his excellency's act has been lo re- 
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establish in the Punjaub (for the governor-general in council 
will not sanction the extension of the charge to districts to 
which his excellency's order has not applied) a different rate 
of allowances from that which will prevail in other provinces; 
and thus, in great measure, thwart the endeavours which the 
governor-general in council has been making to assimilate 
the soldiers* allowances in every province of the presidency, 

** 4". His excellency's orders having been given, they are 
hereby confirmed, as far as regards the Punjaub, and officers 
will be instructed to carry them into effect. 

** 5". But the govern or- general in council, from a con- 
sideration of the papers before him, feels it necesstxry to inti- 
mate, for the future guidance of his excellency, that the 
govei*por-general in council will not again permit the com- 
mander in chief, tinder any circa mstatices, to issue orders 
which shall chango the pay and allowances of the troops 
serving in India, and thus practically to exercise an authority 
which has been reserved, and most properly reserved for the 
supreme government alone.** 

Be it here remarked 1°. That the order of Sir C. Napier 
did not, as said in the reprimand, reverse onything ; his order 
was only for mspension^ and privately addressed to General 
iJearsey. Neither it nor the regulation suspended was 
known to the Sepoys, and consequently it raised no difficulty 
whatever. 2”. That this offensive reprimand was not sent 
direct from the governor-general to the commapder in chief, 
who was also one of the supreme council ; but through a 
secretary major to the adjutant- general, himself a subordi- 
nate officer, who had to communicate it to his chief ! And 
who was that chief? Let his age, his services, the manner 
in which he had been sent out to India be remembered, 
and the occasion: a suspension , a reference ^ of a 
paltry unjust office regulation, when the fate of India was 
trembling in the Mance! Essentially vulgar must the 
spirit have been that could even conceive such on insult ! 
The aPSwer, addressed direct to the arrogant lord, displays 
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in strong contrast tho manly dignity of the insulted gene- 
ral. 

“ Lord Dalhousie, April 26th. — I have just received from 
I Jeiitenant-Colonel Grant your two oflBcial letters, both dated 
13tli instant, and signed by Major Wyllie and Mr. Halliday, 
respectively. The one letter is about the allowances to the 
Sepoys : — the other about my remarks on your minute. I 
will hereafter n^ply to both officially ; and when your lord- 
ship reads my explanation, especially about the Sepoys' 
allowances, you will be a better judge how far your repri- 
mand to me on the latter subject is just. # 

“ If, with a large army on the verge of mutiny, I assumed 
a certain degree of responsibility to secure the public safety 
I must take the consequences, as every man is prepared to 
(fo who thinks circumstances demand tluit he should incur 
such a risk, and I can only regret that you think I erred. 
But this is a strong instance of the dangerous position in 
which a commander in chief in India, may at any time bo 
placed : — viz. liable to the most serious responsibility, yet 
possessing no power to meet it even in military matters ! 
The enfordement of the order consolidating the Sepoys' allow- 
ance would, at that moment, have bt^en most dangerous, and 
I was seconded in this opinion by the twT) most capable 
judges in India, from their position, their abilities, and their 
long experience in the Indian army. I mean Lieutenant- 
Colonel Grant, the adjutant-general; and Brigadier Iloar- 
sey, who commanded the station in which the mutiny had 
most recently made its appearance, 

'' I therefore feel satisfied that I was justified by circum- 
stances in acting as 1 did ; and you will see by the enclosed 
memorandum, which I wrote in reply to,Maj<jr Wyllie s letter 
to Colonel Grant, dated 14th February, that I felt confident 
of your lordship's approbation and support! At the same*' 
time X have no right whatever to comjWn that your lord- 
ship, as the higher authority, should jnoge for yourself; and 
I do not complain. As commander in chief howevor, I 
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cannot be expected to expose myself willingly in future to 
such another reprimand, for exercising my professional 
judgment at a critical moment, and when no higher autho- 
rity tlmii my own was on the spot. And even had the whole 
supreme council been there, I much doubt whether in a 
question of mutiny any of them would be so well able to 
judge Hs the commander in chief of the army. 

^‘With respect to the letterr about my reply to your 
minutes, I assure you, that while implicitly adhering to the 
opinions which I ex2)re$sed about the Punjaub, I never com- 
plained eitlfer publicly or privately of want of support from 
you ! When I said that I received no information, I referred 
entirely to the Punjaub government not to tho &U2>rcnje 
government: and this referred only to information^ not to 
support. I never comi^lained of want of support from any 
government, nor any individual ! I was in tho Punjauh : I 
was writing about the Punjaub : and when I spolvo of govern- 
Itanent I of course referred exclusively to the government of 
the Punjaub. It gave me no information ; it gave me sug- 
gestions where I ought to place troops; and these sugges- 
tions were ridiculous, because there was no shelter for the 
troops where they proposed to place them. And if there 
had been, I would not have comjdied with tlieir suggestions; 
for it would have been contrary to common sense to scatter 
troops in the most dangerous part of Uie Punjaub and the 
most unhealthy, when I could keep tliem together in masses 
in a healthy country, close to the supposed dangers ! 

These suggestions I said, and say.^laiU, do more harm 
than an enemy. They throw, upon great responsi- 

bility of rejecting the advioe of the gotepiiment of tbo Pnn- 
jaub; and however correct and just my arrangements might 
have been, chance might have produoed some mischief and 
Ithe public would have naturally turned upon me and said — 
The Punjaub gov<((pment warned you and you would not 
^||||pen to it. Therefore I said, that such improper interfer- 
encea«a¥e, in my opinion, much more embarrassing than an 
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enemy : but I did not, either in this, or in any part of my 
remarks, refer to your lordship. « 

‘‘ Lord Ellenborough, May 1 1th. — I send you a copy of a 
reprimand which I Lave received from the governor-general 
in council : the case is this. P. A regulation of yours in 
1814, gave the Sepoys compensation for rations when they 
were above a certain price : this compensation was computed 
on each article separately. 

“ 2 ‘\ Lord Hardinge altered this in 1847, and in the code 
issued in 1819, the compensation was consolidated on the 
Avholc of the articles which compose the rations of a 
H(^|joy. 

“ This change was not known to the Sepoys in the 
Jhinjauh; because the cheapness of provisions bad .as yet 
l)revented the now rule from being brought into action at 
any station in that province. 

4®. Last Christmas the price of provisions rose at the 
station of Wuzsseerabad, and there the new rule became apnJSf 
plicable. At that moment mutiny made its appearance at 
tljttt station, and against the reduction of Sciiido pay. And 
it was perfectly known to every one that the spirit of mu- 
tiny had become general among the ti-oops occupying the 
Punjaub. 

“ b"". This change in the code deprived the Sepoys of one 
anna and six pice per month, which sum, however small it 
may appear to Lord Dalhousie and his council, is a large 
sum to a frugal Sepoy, supporting himself far to the north 
of the Sutlege, and having a family south of that river, down 
in the provinces. 

6®. At this moment the govenjor^goneral was at sea ; 
and had I written for orders to the supreme council, it 
would not have had my letter for twelve days ; and I could 
not have rweived An answer for a month, as I was daily 
marching towards then communicating 

the order to Wuzzeerabad, would havej- in all, produced a 
delay of above five, if aOt six weeks r-^muiiny goidgf on ! 
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*'7". This mutinous spirit pervaded an amy of at least 
forty thousand fighting men, distributed amidst an armed 
and hostile population. It had arisen against a just reduc- 
tion, though a very ill-managed one. But here was an un- 
just reduction, because the Sepoy had enlisted with the un- 
derstanding that his ration compensation was made on each 
item separately, and not on the aggregate, and by tlie last 
he lost money: it was therefore a breach of public faith to 
those who were enlisted previous to the code of 1849. It 
is not to you that I need say, how sensitive all soldiers are, 
and especially Sepoys to any interference with their pay : it 
is matter of history ! 

In this very dangerous position, uncontemplated 
when the change was made by Lord Hardinge, should I 
have been justified had I tuiforced an unjust reduction of 
allowances; not general, but falling accidentally upon a 
station where mutiny had just made its strongest demon- 
jg||trntion against a just reduction of allowances? Would 
not my doing so have armed the mutineers with a just pre- 
text for discontent, at the very moment when the strength 
of government lay in its justice and its generosity to the 
Sepoys? Had I hesitated, had I lost five weeks in ap- 
plying for orders, and in making a remonstrance to the 
supremo council against its folly and injustice, should I not 
have placed the safety of India in peril? Would it not 
have been madness? 

“ 9®. I at once decided wdiat to do. I suspended the action 
of the rule of 1849 ; and I held by your rule, contained in 
the code of 1845, till the orders of the supreme government 
were received, and to that supreme government I instantly 
reported ! 

The third paragraph of the governor- general's letter is 
^ inflated piece of verbiage about difficulties that do not 
exist ; and the closing sentence of paragraph 2, that the 
order ‘ did not in any respect call for haste* is as I have 
shewn ^unfounded : there was not one moment to be lost. 
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The president in council made no decision on the matter, 
and said he would abide the arrival of the govemor-general; 
but the tenor of the answer shewed the council to be very 
irate. Well, I awaited liOrd Dalbousie’s coming, in full ex- 
pectation of his entire approval and support, instead of tliat 
I received this severe reprimand, if there be any severity 
in what one laughs at, and feels to have resulted from mis- 
comprehension, and the intrigues of understrappers. How- 
ever it is not a more reprimand ; it is also a prohibition to 
exercise any discretion on such matters for the future ! 

“ 10"*. On tl)is I have the following remarks to make. In 
the first place there was a fearful crisis ; and if the com- 
iiuinder in chief, on such occasions, and far distant from all 
higher authority, is forbidden to exercise his judgment he 
must bo unfit for his position. He submits to have an enor- 
mous degree of responsibility heaped upon him by the im- 
prudence of government, while that government ties his hands. 
I neither will nor can submit to this. In the second placd^ 
this letter is a party ebullition, written without understanding 
the subject. I am told I should have * referred for orders to 
tlie president in council.' I did fio, as far as was possible; 
I was obliged to act at once, and 1 reported what I had done 
at the same moment. The governor-general would have 
seen this, had he read the papers with attention and compared 
dates. 

“ It may be vanity in me to say so, hut I consider tliat 
the commander in chief -was, not only the proper person to 
deal with the troops in such a crisis without any instruction 
from government, but also the one most able to deal with the 
danger; for I do not think the supre^ne council were able to 
advise me. I may be wrong in the low -estimate I have 
formed of Mr, Halliday's and Sir Frederick Currie s military 
abilities : but however that may be, I merely suspended a 
rule regarding an allowance, and 1 did not ^change the pay 
and allowances of the tf oopa* I am satisfied that I acted 
with prudence in a dax^e^ous crisis : had I acted oftierwise, 
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had I increased thereby the existing irritation iind excitement; 
had bloodshed been the result during^ the five weeks that 
must have elapsed ere I got instructions from tbe supremo 
council, how could I have answered for my conduct to 8upc» 
rior authority ? Impossible! 

The question is, not so much whether I was right, or 
wrong, but whether, in the absence of higher authority the 
commander in chief is to act according to the best of liis 
judgment? The governor-general has, ex cathedra^ decided 
that he is not so to act, and has reprimonded me for so acting; 
and has at the head of his council forbidden me to do so 
'under any circumsia7ices! So that, though the safety of 
India may be at stake the commander in chief must not act 
as the case requires ' under any circumstances,* I cannot 
and will not remain under this most unjust rebuke. I have 
made no personal quarrel with Iiord Dalhousio about it; for, 
ns the higher authority, ho has a right to express his opinion : 
but when that opinion is unjust, inconsiderate, and, I fear, 
the result of an unreasonable jealousy of my interferoicc 
with his duties, fostered by some about him, I cannot stay 
here either with credit or safety, 

** My intention was to have resigned very early : but the 
moment I heard there was danger from the Affghans; and 
saw the great and imminent danger to which India was ex- 
posed by the mutinous spirit among the Sepoys, I resolved 
to remain till I hud put it down, or proved myself unfit for 
tlic high command in which the duke had placed me. What 
I saw at Peshawur and Kohat, convinced me that we were 
safe enough from Aflghan invasion, if our unwise form of 
government in the Pinjaub did not provoke it; and as to the 
mutiny I believe the very principle of mutiny, as well as the 
spirit, has been effectually put down by the means I have 
taken. This is the general opinion, and tbe thanks I have 

I ten fVom Lord Dalbouae privately, is a lettOT, saying he 
pd support me, but re^fretting my having brought the 
jrkacbattalion into the line ivithout previously consulting 
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tho president in council : that is to say, without losing six 
weeks, at a time when the pith, the ve/y essence of the blow 
by which the dangerous influence which the Brahmins' 
supremacy had assumed in the anny was crushed, was the 
striking it on the instant! 

“ A strong fortress full of money and ammunition had 
been, by the energy and courage of Captain McDonald, 
saved from the mntineors. Many battidions were unques- 
tionably prepared to join them ; all was on the balance, wJion 
I flung tho Goorka battalion into tlio seale, as Brenrius did 
his sword, and mutiny, having no Caraillus, was crushed. To 
have lost six weeks consulting tho military talent of Sir F. 
Currie, so conspicuously shewn in the late Pnnjaub insur- 
gent war, would have been an act of imbecility ! Even my 
friend Gilbert, with bis namby-pamby courts- martial, nearly 
played the devil with my previous measures : ho did not tlis- 
oovor tlmt these native courts-martial were all impregnated 
with tho same mutinous spirit, or with fear, and^ared not 
sentence the mutineers, unless driven to act with justice by 
revisings and exhortations. 

'' Suppose that I had not incorporated the Goorkas with 
tlie line ; suppose that I had acted according to Lord Dal- 
housies idea of quelling a mutiny; what might, and pro- 
bably would have been the result of simply disbanding tlio 
66th Regiment? Eveiy Sepoy in the Pnnjaub would have 
refused their pay, rightly judging wo could not dismiss them 
all their cause was an increase of pay, their principle, that 
we could not do without them! Ouo week, aye! one day 
would have spread the spirit through the whole Indian army, 
and raised the whole Sikh population upon us! Yet Lord 
Dalhousia that I did notrisi: a statp of things that 

would havw produced a bayonet struggle with emte for mas- 
tery, Nor was the for which the Sepoy contended a * 
small >|&rinciple of m army dictating 

to the gov6rnment--<ifej(j^flrd^ for twelve rupees instead of 
seven, nearly doublet tibose in the Punjaub got* twelve 
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by mutiny, those in India Proper would not long have served 
on seven : unless thC' supreme government had the philoso- 
pher s stone they could not have paid such a sum. So much for 
the thanks I got privatehj: but the good was done, and Lord 
Dalhousie thus performed his long-delayed promise to the 
three Goorka regiments. The thanks I have gotten publicly 
for one o# those measures, by which I parried an increase of 
danger and irritation, has been, as you see, a reprimand, and 
a prohibition which places mo in tlie greatest danger for the 
future, should another of those critical moments arise which 
arc so common in India, and which demand prompt and dc' 
cided measures on the part of the commander in chief.” 

His resignation sent through Lord Fitzroy Somerset, rim 
thu8r-“ 1 have the honour to enclose for submission to hjs 
grace the commander in chief, copies of a reprimand whicli 
I have received from the governor-general in council, and of 
my reply thereto. I came out to this country as your lord- 
ship knows, much against my inclination, and only because 
there >vns a war, in which it was supposed that my local 
knowledge of the country might he of use. I arrived just ns 
Lord Gough had victoriously ended the WMir, and I have 
endeavoured, for above a year, to maintain the discipline of 
this excellent army, so as to deliver it to my successor in 
no worse state than 1 received it from my predecessor. 

This was not altogether an easy task ; for at tbe mo- 
ment of my assuming the command in India a reduction of 
Scinde pay became a just and necessary measure on the part 
of government. Whether tbe mode in which this measure 
was cftected happened to be tbe best whicli could have been 
taken by govemment, js a question with w'hich I had no con- 
cern, My business as commander in chief was to quell the 
mutinous spirit with which that reduction was encountered 
^thc troops ; and as far as we can at present judge, it is 
generally believed that I have succeeded : the mutineers 
have been punished, and all is at present quiet in the Pim- 
jaub‘. ' For this successful exetcide of my judgment iu a 
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critical juncture, I btvve, as your lordship sees, been publicly 
reprimanded, and forbidden to exercise that judgment in 
future. 

I have been treated as if I bad assumed the powers of 
government — which I had not done : I merely acted with 
decision in a dangerous crisis ; so dangerous that in a 
days after the mutinous troops attempted to «^eize the 
strongest fortress in the Punjaub. On that occasion also, 
although the govern or-goneral publicly approved of what I 
did, he in a private letter regretted that T had not consulted 
the supreme council at Calcutta! Buch dangerous moments 
do not admit of slow and undecided councils : yet I am 
reprimanded. Therefore I request, most humbly, that his 
grace will obtain fur me 1 J or Majesty’s most gracious permis- 
sion to resign the chief command in India. And the more 
so, as being now nearly sc\enty years of ago, during the lust 
ten years of which 1 have gone through considerable fatigue 
of body and mind, especially during the last year, my healtli 
recpiires that relief from climate and labour which public 
service in India does not admit of. I Lope that his grace 
will allow of my being relieved in October next, or as soon 
as may be convenient.'’ 

This simple, and, the provocation considered, mild and 
moderate re.signation was thus responded to. 

“ I had the honour to receive and lay before the com- 
mander in chief your letter of the 22nd May, transmitting 
the copy of one from the official secretary of the government 
of India in the niilitai 7 department, and your reply and its 
enclosure in relation to the orders issued by you in the 
Punjaub, respecting the mode of calculating the compensa- 
tion for Sepoys* rations; and as your conduct ^in this mat- 
ter has been disapproved of by the governor- general in 
council, requesting that his grace would obtain for you the 
Queen's gracious permission to resign the command in chief 
of Her Majesty's forces serving in India. 

“ The Duke of Wellington has carefully perused Uicse 
VOL. IV. N 
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papers, as well as many other documents, which have been 
furnished for his information by the President of the Board 
of Control; and having given his best attention to the 
whole subject he has anived at the conclusion that there 
existed no sufficient reason for the suspension at Wuzzeera- 
badof the rule for compensation of the Ifith August 1810, 
and that^tho govern or- general in council was right in ex- 
pressing his disapprobation of the act ; and this being the 
case lie has felt it his duty to lay your resignation before tlio 
Queen, and be will by the earliest opportunity convey to 
you Her Majesty’s pleasure thereon. I’he cominaiuhir in 
chief has however taken this stop with the greatest reluc- 
tance, and he cannot but deeply regret that you should have 
thought proper to ask leav(^ to relinquish an appointment 
for which you were selected in a manner so honorable to yo'Ur 
professional character.” 

The reader has scon enough to measure the value of this 
rebuke. Charles Napier's resignation had not stated details, 
or offered offensive or defensive argument : confickmt in his 
own sense of uprightness he dreamed not of further injustice, 
when thus simply retiring from a command he could no 
longer hold with credit or safety. The duke's answer was 
founded on secret, incorrect, and one-sided information, sent 
home by Lord Dalboiisie, and tlmt without calling on the 
accused man for explanation, without even knowing that be 
luid over seen the adverse documents. It was a strange and 
startling comment on the laugh of scorn for enemies with 
which he sent him forth to command, overruling his 
better judgment and clearer sagacity with that memorable 
expression “ Either you or 1 must <joy It was an ill- 
founded conclusion, Entirely anomalous as to the Duke of 
Wellington's character: — but the genius, once so grand and 
luminous, was then receding from this world. 

With a high and calm sense of dignity and truth, the 
wronged man thus met this new injury. ‘‘ I half feared the 
JJ^e, before, now it is impossible for me to remain. I was 
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much annoyed at lirst, hut on reflection see that it is not 
half so bad as I thought it at first. ^Tlie duke only thinks 
I was not warranted in suspending the order, and Tjord Dal- 
hoiisic s minute is so ingeniously jc!?ftiiticol that it alnu^st 
staggered me : this is what the duke has seen. I have not, 
however, lost my temper, and I am so palpably right, that I 
stand as high as my own liouse here stands abov8irt,he deepest 
valley below. It would bo a mortal sin to lose such a posi- 
tion by any wuint of self-command.'* Thus he wrote and 
thus he acted, pursuing his vigorous course of command 
wliile awaiting his successors coming with all imaginable 
steadiness, and seeking the public good as earnestly as though 
he were neither wronged nor troubled. 

“ Lady Napier. — You tell me Jxjrd Ellenhorongh has 
doubts about my authority to disband the 00th Regiment. 
Lord Dalhousio denies that I had any. I.ord Ellenborough 
foresees everything. No ! I had no oflicial public autho- 
rity ; but Lord Lalliousie gave me privately authority. 
Judge for yourself and send this to liord £. Lord ])al- 
housie and I had several conversations about the mutiny, 
and he assured me that he entirely approved of my mode of 
dealing with it, and that I should have his cordial support 
ill wdiatcvor I did : however, let him speak for liimself. 
When at Delhi I told the native officers tliat unless their 
regiment, the 41st, marched, I would dismiss all<thc officers 
from the service : this produced the effect desired. I re- 
ported evei 7 thing to Lord Dalhousio, and his answer was : 

am very sure of your doing everything that is right in 
the circumstances that may arise^ whatever they may be.* 
This was dated November 1 1th, Loodiana. 

“ On the 510th December he thus wrote to.me from Mool- 
tan, on his way to the coast. ‘ The conduct of the 32nd 
distresses me in every way^ It is unreasonable and on * 
every ground unpiardonable. The original creation of allow- 
ances, extra, was a short-sighted and impolitic as well os an 
unnecessary act ; but the government cannot allow the act 

N 2 
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and its evils to extend into futurity. I am very sure that 
the course you contemplate is the truly merciful one, no 
punish rnent can bo too severe for the men who deliberately 
instigate to mutiny; 'and although I am as little bloody- 
minded as most men I should be prepared to advise, if called 
upon, that those men should be put to death. It is true that, 
it is said, transportation across tliQ seas has more terror than 
death. 1 very much doubt it, and I conceive tliat the 
promptitude of the punishment in retribution of the act, and 
in presence of those who partially shared in it, would have 
greater efibet in repressing similar offences than the more 
distant punishment of banishment. I am very glad you are 
where you arc : and I feel quite at ease when the conduct of 
measures consequent on such oflbnces is in your hands.' 

“ In his letter of November, on the subject of disbanding 
the officers, Lord Dalhousic thinks, and says, that I shall do 
everything right whatever the circumstances may be: this 
surely implies that I shall do right to disband a regiment if 
necessary. In tlie letter of the 30ih December ho inculcates 
promptitude of punishment : yet when tlio greatest daugci;; 
nros(3, ho finds fault with me for exercising the power and 
the promptitude his letters to me advocated ! He can talk 
boldly, but is frightened when deeds are to be done. lie 
pretends, now that all is safe, that there was no danger ! 
lie felt vciy diflerently at the time. I maintain that if there 
he meaning in w’ords those used in his two letters sanc- 
tion all 1 did. As to his prompt punishment forsooth ! 
Why I was forced to it, even had he not inculcated the prin- 
ciple. He was out at sea, and his Attlic Council so far off, 
that India might have been overturned ere I could receive 
the fiat of thoijo sage civilians at Calcutta, who Lord Dal- 
housie thinks so superior to me as militoi’y commanders : 
*biit let us hear his lordship again. 

“On the 18ih January he wTote from Scinde, quite 
agree with you in being prepared for discontent amongst 
the native troops on coming into the Punjaub under dimi- 
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nislied allowances. I looked with just anxiety to the result 
of a measure which was indispensahlebfrom the first, and I 
am well satisfied to have got so far through it without fio- 
leiice as wc have. The Sepoy has been overpetted and over- 
paid of late, and has been led on by the government itself 
into the entertainment of an expectation, and the manifesta- 
tion of a feeling, which he never held in former times. The 
government and yourself have no doubt of the perfect jus- 
tice, and perfect necessity of the present general orders, and 
they must bo enforced. I would fain hope flying rumours 
are exaggerated, and that your prompt and decided action at 
Delhi uud Wuzzecrabad will (dieck all future danger. 

‘ I saw the 41st at Mooltan ; it has behaved perfectly well 
4 ?vor since it left Delhi ; and the men, Major Halford tells 
me, have seemed ashamed of themselves ever since.' — That is 
ever since I dealt with them. — ‘ If my hope be disappointed, 
the course of action you indicate is the only right one’ 
— namely, the taking a thousand lives rather than permit 
insubordination — indeed it is the only possible one. A 
fielding, or a compromise in this case would bo worse than 
a defeat by the enemy in the field, and would makt^ our own 
army more really formidable to us than the Kalsa have 
been.’ — Yet Lord Dalliousic now wants to make out in his 
minute that there w^as no danger: but to continue. — ‘ On this 
point then our sentiments are in perfect unison, and ivhen- 
ever anything may occur which requireSy or could be be- 
nejited by the support of government, that support v ill 
be unreservedly given. All testimony has led me to form 
the same opinion you held of the efficiency and fidelity of 
the Goorka coi'ps; and if immediate increase of their pay 
"were necessary.’ • 

“If! Good God! had he not promised it to them four, 
months before, and immediately too ! Is this the w^ay to trifle 
with the pledged words of the governor- general and com- 
mander in chief, solemnly made by an officer sent for the 
purpose, and then not fulfilled? I feared disaffection would 
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spread also to tlie Goorka ranks in consequence: these 
things will not do wi/,h soldiers, but to continue. — 

If immediate increase of their pay were necessary, to 
enable you to command the services of these corps in the 
event of* disaffection amongst tlie native infantry, I should at 
once issue an order for the increase ; but the terms of tlieir 
coiurnot of enlistment entitles you to call upon them to 
move any wliere on emergency ; and as you can thus avail 
yourself of them fully, and at once, if they should bo re- 
quired, I tliink it better to wait for the reply from the Court 
of Direetors, which will in another month reach me/ 

It did not reach Calcutta till the middle of March, and liis 
want of faith to the Goorkas would have done great iniscliicf 
if I had not taken the responsibility 'of fulfilling the pro 
mise, and secured their affection. These extracts contradict 
his minute and bear mo out: / tvas authorized. And as to 
his saying ho has not power to delegate his authority to 
the commander in chief to disband a regiment, it appears 
to mo nonsense : that power has been frequently given. It 
was given to me formally by Lord Hardinge wlien I was a 
major-general in Scinde, and not merely to disband one but 
all the regiments which I might think deserved it, without 
waiting for the approbation of the governor- general. Tell my 
brothers not to notice this until I send them my full answer 
to Lord Dalhousic*s absurd aud unjustifiable minute/' 

This minute, the one upon which the duke acted, was the 
first of a series w^hieh Lord Dalhousie recorded at Calcutta : 
they have been nil noticed and refuted in Charles Napier's 
posthumous work '^Indian Misgovern men and require 
no additional remarks chere, save that the last and most un- 
justifiable one, was not drawn up until after Sir C. Napier 
had quitted India, and therefore when he could no longer 
place his answer on record as ope of the council. Mean- 
while, amidst coustunt insults winch Lord Dalhousie had the 
bod taste not to forbear after resignation, he, while awaiting 
the Dalle of Wellington's answer, pursued his I’egular busi- 
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DOSS as commander in chief with the same ardour and euro 
for the public. Most men indeed woukl, when thus insulted 
and ill-used, have made resignation a ground for avoidii5g 
all official labours not absolutely necessary ; but Cluivhis 
Napier seemed to redouble his energy, taking note of all the 
evils that besot the army at large, and of every branch in 
particular. Above all objects ho strove to obtain good 
havracks for tljc soldiers, and the result of these labours 
and inquiries are given in his poslhuuious work, with u 
vivacity originality and force difficult to surpass; here they 
would interrupt the story. 

“Journal, Afay )^7th. — It would be in vain to describe 
the n'ception my regiment gave me at Dugsbai. The bar- 
racks are dotted about on the top of the hills, and* the 
men turned out on each, cheering, from liill to hill, inces- 
santly. The Meeanee and llydrabad men still loft, 2(10 of 
them, run down to meet me; and their greeting was not 
cheering but slirieks of delight, and furious gesticulation, 
leaping, yelling, and throwing their arms about like wild 
men. I really did not well know whether to laugh or cry ! 
Poor fellows, they are easily won if wxJl treated and well 
led ! 1 was glad to sec them once more ! 

July 7th. — I have been and am so ill as not to keep my 
journal uhlil now : the mass of detail work perfectly disables 
me. I am now at war with Lord Dalhousie, wlio is a poor 
petulant man, cunning and sly, ill-conditioned, and ready 
to attack any but those he serves. With plenty of materials 
he will not make a really great figure: but he will make 
money. People say he won t be left long. Won’t he ! He 
is a booing man, who will pay courts to the caurty to the 
end ! • 

‘‘ 18th. — I have just beard that Captain Jacob of the 
Scinde Horse has. persuaded the Bombay government to 
withdraw the troops I placed at Shapoor ! Jacob is a good 
regimental officer, and good mechanic, but no more ; he 
knows nothing of the principles of wor : very few m*efi do. 



272 LIFE OF CHAHLES JAMES NAPIER. [1850. 

This fort was the most important one in the desert; and the 
luoioent it was ubaivloned the Bhoogtees and the Mazza- 
rees commenced plundering : so also will the Kaherees and 
the men of Lehree, if they have not already. SJjapoor do- 
minated over these tribes and secured the power of the 
Khelat Khan. All my system for securing tranquillity has 
been destroyed wilfully, but this is the most grossly ignorant 
step yet taken I 

M. Genl. W. Napier, July 21th. — Forty years have passed 
since we fought together on the Coa ! And I was again 
under lire only a few months ago! Shall we be together 
the next anniversary ? I have written but little to you 
lately, because rny hope was to pass a few months without 
an open quarrel with Dalhousie, which was sure to impede the 
♦little good I could do ; and I co\ild not write without telling 
you everything, and so giving you more annoyance than I 
felt myself. Here all my work is detail, in furtherance of 
all that is silly, when not infamous. As I came out only to 
do good, it is idle to remain when none can bo done, and I 
am subject to djiily impertinence. 

“ When Old Gough's movements had put them in a stew 
here, Dalhousie sought to get^me out in command : this 1 
heard in London. There was no man then in a greater 
fright than he; the Moffusilite ridiculed him ; and I am 
told that to the editor of that paper he now pays such abject 
court as to excite contempt, because the object is seen. 
Lady Dalhousie is reported to have said TFd must butter the 
muff. When I arrived, ho had just issued an order to raise 
ten regiments of Punjaub Irregulars. The regiments had 
been raised before tl\e order was issued, and it came out 
twelve days after I landed at Calcutta. Would it not have 
been natural to have turned these regiments over to me, the 
' commander in chief he had himself asked for ? It might 
have been thought that he, with a kingdom just conquered, 
the storm hardly subsided, and his own civil work far 
more than he has head for, would be glad to give these 
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young levies to me to render them efFoctive. No. lie 
sedulously prevented my Iiaving anything to say to them, 
and, after being embodied one year they are unlit for service 
from want of arms and equipments ! He now offers me the 
command, but retains the patronage ; that is to say, the pa- 
tronage whicli has always been given to former commanders 
in chief, namedy, the recommendation of Phiropean officers 
to fill occurring vacancies. Gough had this; I had it in 
Scinde; but here as commander in chief not : he holds with 
a Scotch gripe this patronage. Now I consider, the Imving 
first withheld the command of the regiment, and now the 
only power I have to reward officers, arc insults to mo. 

“ He breaks through custom, and common-sonRO also : 
for if I am to have all the punishment of officers, 1 (jannot 
give either spirit or tone to the army when the power of rc-^ 
warding those who do well is withheld from me. Lord Dal- 
housie knows perfectly what pains I have taiken to find out 
meritorious officers, and to reward those who have strong 
claims ; he must know also that I have not given anything 
to any officers who have not been recommended by merit, 
and by their immediate commanders : none recommended by 
my own friends have benefited, unless they had public claims 
to back them. He therefore has no ground of that sort for 
his proceeding : — no job has been done by me for any one. 
Yet he deprives me of the patronage, which I ought to have 
for the good of the service, and which all my predecessors 
had. To me this matters very little personally, because I 
give everything to those whose claims are strongest; or 
rather to those who have claims, for it is impossible to find 
out whose claims arc strongest. Look at his appointments ! 

“ Lord Ellenborough, and you aH, will now see what 
a potty warfare is made upon me, amounting to insult, and 
that my remaining commander in chief is impossible. I • 
will submit to anything until itr suits the duke’s convenience 
to relieve me, hut that cannot be beyond Christmas. Mean- 
while Lord Dalhousie's little mind leads him to offgr^con- 

N 8 
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stfint impertinence without even plausible grounds. Tlius ho 
tells me, tlirougli the adjutant- general, that tlie commander 
in chief is not in future to interfere with public works. I 
never liad interfered with public works, aud liave demanded 
— Where ^ When ? He cannot answer. A month ago I 
was told not to interfere with the Punjnub Irregulars. The 
same answer — Where? When ? How ? So on in every- 
thii;^g : the fact being that in his jealousy and hurry to re- 
primand me he blunders, 1 tumble him over, and ho then 
becomes more furious and more blundering. 

“ The men of these irregular corps are in beautiful order, 
because they are all picked young men who command them : 
but their arms aud clothing arc shameful. I told Dalbousie 
this, and he has I believe been working underhand to send 

^them’ arms. What gravels him is tliat their commanders 
openly express their desire to be under me, and not under 
the Punjaub bojud of administration. When [ reached 
Pesliawur, the two regiments ordered to force the pass to 
Kohat were thus equipped. Front rank. No. 1 a musquet, 
no ramrod or bayonet. 2. No lock. (3. No hammer. 4. 
No cock. 6. No flint — the jaw to liold it gone. 6. Musquet 
stock, no barrel. 7. Cock at full, but an armourer required 
to get it dowu. 8. Bursted at the breech.^ 9. No cartridge 
box. 10. Ditto. So on through tlio whole regiment, and 
all the men in rags ! Yet such soldiers ! Never did I see 
finer men, and os well drilled as the Guards. The brunt of 
the fighting fell on those magnificent soldiers; for I had 
some doubts of their fidelity, seeing that Affghans, Kyburees, 
Sikhs, and even Affreedees w^ere amongst them : but they 
were all true as steel. I never saw men rush up the moun- 
tains like them, and (Jar own soldiers could not shew more 
courage. 

, “The matchlocks and far-famed jezails had no chance 
there witli the musquet. Such stories had been told me of 
tlie jezails, that at Kobat, celebrated for the manufacture of 
thorn, bought one for six pounds ; it must therefore have 
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been a good one : it is very heavy, and liow the men run iij) 
the mountains with them I know not, as they weigh much 
more than a musquet and bayonet. \Vheu fighting tlujso 
jezail men, the irregulars, armed by me, fired sharply as they 
mounted the rocks. Major Coke said Don’t fire you see no 
one. Major if you object we will not fire a shot; but you 
will be killed and so shall \vc : but if we keep up n heavy fire 
as we advance, the Alfreedees will not shew their noses «vor 
tlie rof3ks and we shall gain the sumuut with little loss. Wo 
cannot go fast up such precipices, and if wo do not keep up 
a smoke we shall bo picked off fast: now give your ordois 
and we will obey ! Fire away lads, said Coke. He is a 
gallant fellow, and a fine liandsorne-looking fellow too : the 
Bengal officers shewed tlieir blood there well. 

Kohat is not under my command, but a letter from „ 
thence says in substance thus. ‘ We are very sickly : two 
regular regiments, and two irregulars, two batteries, cut off 
from Teshawnr, and very little ammunition.* — What they 
have, I sent them and got reprimanded for it . — * No English 
doctoi’, one native doctor for this large force ! What are we 
to do if attacked, and have 150 men wounded, no medicines, 
no dressings ! and only two native apothecaries as ignorant 
as the doctor. God bless you! I have a tertian fever which 
1 hope to get rid of, if I can escape the doctor ; which I 
may do as he lias no medicines!’ — When I was there, I 
ordered the old fort to be repaired and got some heavy guns 
up from Altock, thanks to the activity of Sir Colin Camp- 
bell. 1 thought some mischief would happen from the silly 
way things were being carried on, and repaired the fort for 
a refuge. Within a month we bad a report that the dliost's 
son was on the frontier, at Bunnoo, with 4000 AfiTgLans. So 
he was, but pretended it ^was only to gather revenue. 
Major Taylor, said to be a^e^^icellent officer, not under my • 
command, assembled all his^isposable force in the Dejarat 
to meet him if ho invaded us not altogether crediting the 
revenue story. At that moment my heavy guns reached 
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Kohat, and also some 20,000 rounds of ball cartridges sent 
by me for Coke. Well, now they are in the straits mentioned 
in tlie letter quoted above. What think you of the system, 
and the sense I liave to deal with ? 

“The Punjaub board of administration ordered the 1st 
Cavalry from Kohat to Pesliawur; that is from a weak post in 
a plnin with an enemy within reach, to a strong post against 
which no enemy dare march I But how did they get the 
regiment through the Kohat defile ? They got an Affreedee 
chief to pass it through as a favour ! The heights were all 
crowned witli jezailmen, the chief riding at the head of the 
regiment. As it passed, each tribe chief came down, and 
made salaam to the friend at the head of the regiment, but 
took no notice of the Britisli ofiGcers who were with him : a 
marked insolence with these barbarians ! In this manner 
Daly’s horse marched through that defile which, a month 
before, they had passed with me in triumph. 

“ When you take into consideration 1”. The not furnishing 
this post with ammunition, or medicines, or medical men, or 
guns for the walls ! 2”. The exposed position, and the 

taking a cavalry regiment from wliere it w^as wanted to place 
it where it was not wanted, and the dishonourable mode in 
wliich the regiment marched under a bribed sufferance from 
a beaten enemy. 3”. That the finest infantry corps would 
not have had arms but for me ; and that to place it and 
tliis cavalry regiment at Kohat had cost above a hundred 
men killed and wounded : finally that I was reprimanded for 
what I did there, it must be conceded that my refhaining 
liero would be useless to the public service and degrading to 
myself. I have never before put you in possession of all 
this; nor did I teirLord Ellenborough till I saw Lord 
Dalhousies jealousy of me had passed the Bubicon, and 
► that he was beginning his reckless reprimands, all of which 
fall on his own head ; for he so jumps to conclusions, that 
he does not find out his error till he has compromised him- 
self.^ there was public honesty in government and the 
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directors, he would bo in a scrape ; but as I well know there 
is not, 1 resigned rather than risk a battle with only right 
against might. When I get home I shall bo iudependeiit, 
but liere I am in danger and bound by my i^tdenture^i as a 
member of council. 

“ All I have done to overthrow tho quibbling system in 
courts-martial; the substituting acts of parliament for the 
articles of war; will be reversed the moment I go,* and 
courts- martial will again sit in fear and trembling lest they 
should break some act, while some whipper-snapper boy, 
as judge advocate, takes the whole proceedings into his hands 
and lays down tho law. I leave my successor a good adju- 
taiit'geucral instead of Grant, who goes home: but depart- 
ments cannot do the work ; it becomes a mutual, ‘ if you do 
so and so, I will do so and so.' Tims, without dishonesty, 
they compromise with each other. I Inive shortened my life 
trying to break down this system, and now all will go by 
the run Why should 1 stay, even if Dalhousie supported 
me ? I could not go on with the work I have been doing 
for another year. 

Fitzgerald has killed fifteen tigers in the Uejarat. One 
fellow got up to the howdhn, and the elephant shook liim- 
self so that one of Fitz's guns was broken against tho* 
howdha, and nothing hut Fitz’s great strength saved him : 
he lield on by one hand, and with the other shot tlic tiger 
enough to make him foil, and then the elephant kicked the 
beast between his fore and hind legs, like a shuttlecock, till 
every "bone was broken.” 

Lord Dalhousie's foulness was now evinced in many ways, 
and one was to make his pubbe communications difler from 
his private letters, yet claiming seerdey for the last, though 
written with tho express purpose of guiding Sir C. Napier's 
conduct in difficult circumstances; — witness tliose already- 
recorded touching the mutiny, which he pretended was no 
mutiny after the danger had passed. The following letters 
furnish another instance of this crafty folly, for tb%t^is its 



278 LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES NAPIER. 11850. 

proper designation ; seeing that no man of sense or spirit Avill 
ever feel himself bound by such pretensions, which simply 
mean, a licence for falsehood. 

Lord Dulhousie to Sir C. Napier, November LUh, 1849, 
extract. 

“ Before you left )Siirila you suggested that I should fur- 
nish yon with a memo, of any subject to wl}ich I wislj you 
to direct your attention during your journey in the runjanb. 
1 have taken the liberty of doing so in the paper I enclose. 

‘‘Extract from memo. — ‘In the province of Pesbawur are 
many forts. Some of those have been nearly desiroyt’d 
during the last war, and the deputy commissioner lias ex- 
pressed Ills opinion in favour of repairing or rebuilding tlicm. 
This fi-onlier, as his excellency is well aware, is of a vcrj 
peculiar character, and brings us in close contact, and, it 
may be expected at first, infrequent contact with the lawless 
and predatory tribes beyond it, as well as near it on our own 
side. I am quite incompetent to give an opinion op the ne- 
cessity of keeping a portion of tbeni, I beg to bo favoured 
with his excellency’s advice after he shall have visited that 
country ; and I have informed the board of administration 
that I will make known to them hereafter the dec ision of the 
supreme government on the subject of forts in the Pimjaub.’ 

“Lady Napier, August 1850. — 1 send the above extract 
for Lord Ellenborough, because I have this day heard from 
Colonel Mountain, that Colonel Grant, the late adjutant- 
general, told him, that Lord DalLousie had expressed to him, 
Grant, his lordship’s displeasure at my going to Kohat! 
After receiving the memo., above quoted, could I have 
avoided going to the only fort of any real importance, viz., 
Kohat? Certainly no*t. Nor did I wish to avoid it; for, 
besides its importance, the boai'd had recommended, and the 
•engineers also, that a new and expensive fort should be 
constructed one mile from the old one. I had, on their own 
shewing, proved to Lord D., as far as a description of the 
groupcL enabled me to judge, that tliis new fort was not ne- 
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cessary ; but it was i)iy duty, when close by, to see tlic ground 
and be certain that I was right; and that 1 might ' favour' 
his lordship with ' his excetlency h advice* In short it was 
one of my most important duties to see the nature of this 
' l}cculiar frontier,' 

‘‘ It was in other ways also my duty to go to Kohat : it 
would have been a stain upon our arms if, in time of peace, 
the commander in chief was to be Jirrcsted in liis progress 
by a handful of robber tribes. Lord Dalhousie may say 
wliat he likes, but I know better than he docs what soldiers 
think : they like to sec their general with tln'in. Morejovr^r 
a gem^al has always something to learn in war. My going 
to Kohat was therefore useful in every way. What w^as the 
objeetiou ? • 1 know of none! But from TiOrd l)alhousie*s 
speecli to Grant, I suspect his lordship, forgetting his own 
instructions to me, luis written home to say that he disap- 
])roved of my going to Kohat; and therefore the government 
do('8 not like the first sentence of my dispatch being pub- 
lislied. 

“ I send you a copy of my letter to Lord Dalliousio, when 
Lis minute on my Punjauh memoir shewed me he had mis- 
taken my meaning in using the word governor, instead of the 
word government. He was angry, but I tliought my expla- 
nation had settled the cpiestion. Not so, as I find by a letter 
from Sir Jolni Hobliousc. I have therefore sent a copy of 
my explanation to Hohhouse, because I do not think Lord 
Dalhousie did so. All I can say is, that I speak the truth, 
and had not the most distant intention of giving offence : if 
they cannot hear truth I cannot help it, and am unfit to serve 
under men who are unfit to command. 

‘‘ I do not think there is much delicacy in Colonel Grant’s 
conduct, though I have no cause to find fault with him. 
Still, for a year he was, as adjutant-general, my confidential 
man about all the details which Lord Dalhousie and I are 
squabbling about. I know he tliinks Lord Dalhousie used 
Lord Gough ill ; and also that ho thinks very poorly of Lord 
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D/s abilities: well he goes to live alone with Lord and Lady 
Dalhousie in their retirement at Chens. Mark ! Grant was 
the originator and writer of the letter about the compensa- 
tion, which produced the reprimand and my resignation : it 
was a proper and correct letter, but he did it. I indeed sus- 
pended the operation of the rule myself ; but he explained 
it to me in all its bearings, and was entirely mixed up with 
the matter. Now Lord Dalhousie, who has no one with him 
but Colonel Grant and a Doctor Grant, and a young civilian 
with a sick wife, makes all these attacks on me ! 1 do not 

like to think ill of Grant, nor do I care sixpence for him if 
he is Lord Dalhousie’s councillor; hut I do not think it was 
what a man of delicacy would do voluntarily. Yet Lord 
Dalhousie’s letters «re so entirely different from Grant’s style 
and clearness, that hardly can I think he has written them. 
They are very ingeniously written, but unfair ; not honest or 
able; whereas Grant, who has great abilities, would I think 
set him right. If Grant agrees with Lord Dalhousie he is 
false; if he disagrees, I do not think he should remain, or go 
to his house at all.” 

To think ill of Colonel Grant was very painful to Sir 
Charles Napier, and that pain was augmented by a story, 
perhaps untrue, but came to his cars afterwards, strongly 
authenticated. It was to this effect, that Colonel Grant had 
assured Lord Dalhousie Sir C. Napier was entirely wrong 
as to suspending the compensation regulation ! using these 
words “ the man has not a leg to stand vponJ * — Colonel 
Grant having been the adviser of what ho thus condemned! 

Sir C. Napier’s position was now like that of a grazing 
bull’s when plagued with flics ; for Lord Dalhousie w as 
very persevering in |)etty malice: “This man” said the 
general, “makes constant attacks which I easily overturn. I 
never saw such a Jesuitical fellow. Well, I have sent in my 
resignation. I would not serve under such a creature for 
double his income. I confess it would please me to continue 
in cpq;imand of this the most magnificent army in the world; 
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but it would take five y^rs to make the discipline and duties 
us they should be, and to do that 1 must be governor- gene- 
ral : as commander in chief I am a mere chip in porridge. 

1 am now diverted yet angry at his dirty cunning, just 
bliewu by sending me a draft order about taking from liim 
the Punjiiub Irregulars. Now tJiat he has entirely failed in 
formingnbem for service he wants me to take them; but 
contrary to all precedent keeps the patronage. This liow- 
cver is not the most knowing part of his scheme. He states 
that I must furnish garrisons for all the forts considered 
proper to be liold, but not from these irregulars; that is to 
say in plain Eiiglisli, I am to occupy by the regular army 
all posts that his understrappers think should be occupied. 

, “(hiptaiu this, political agent of the govcrnor-goiiend de- 
sires a thousand men lierc. Lieutenant that, requires a thou- 
bund there. Major Whipjack must have five hundred to 
cover this bridge. Ensign Bccrgoble requires a thousand 
to keep his district in order, and so on, all being of ' im/ent 
Ncccmity! And the governor -gen oral being * satisfied of 
the importance of the object desires their requisitions should 
be complied with immediately.' This was the way Gough 
was tormented. Lawrence sent him a whole plan for the 
battle of Goqjerat, which would, if followed, have lo.st the 
army in case of a clieck. Of tliat I speak from hearsay 
only, but know that an army must have been in great danger 
when ignorant men offer plans of battles to head-quarters : 
only such soldiers as our Europeans could curry a general 
victoriously under the suggestings of the 'advising agents* 
of the governor- general. 

“ Colonel George Lawrence is a rig^t good soldier, and a 
right good fellow, and rny opinion of him is high ; but he 
tried tins advising scheme a little with me at Kohat. So did 
Lieutenant- Colonel Grant the adjutant-general, of whoso 
abilities my estimate is higher than of any officer in the Com- 
pany’s service. I at once shewed both I would not allow of 
suggestions in the field. Grant and Lawrence ore good AiCn in 
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their position, and if we had a war j^woiild put Grant at the 
liead of a division; hut neither of them are generals. Grant 
would bo, if he had studied war, but he has not. The battle 
of Goojorat was his, mid marked by a total absoiuje of 
science. The Sikh army, not a mnuoeiivring army able to 
ohunge front in action, whoso loft rested on an impassable 
river, whose right was ‘ en and weak as wat(^, whose 

fj-ont was strong, ought to liave been attacked on its right; 
and the more especjially that its only line of retreat was 
through a pass on the right, and a rapid movement of our 
left, when winning, would have gained that pass, and driven 
the Sikhs into the river, the fords of wd)ieh were guarded 
by us on the left it was an adjutant-generars battle 

not a scientific one. 

“ I told Shore Sing he should have fortified Goojerat as the 
centre of his position, instead of having it a mile in his ri'ar: 
he said he had no power to do what he wished, the other 
chiefs oveiTuled him. He did not liowever seem to sec the 
advantages of his position ; but possibly my interpreter did 
not clearly exjilain. He said his plan was to cross the 
ClK-naub and march on Lahore, and ho evidently thought 
Goolab Sing would then liave joined him ; indeed Lord Dal- 
housie told me he had proofs that such was Goolah’s design 
when opportunity offered. The plan appears to me excellent, 
and liad the people risen in Gougdj's rear the old chief would 
have been in a devil of a plight: I doubt if I could then 
have been able to join ; I must have formed a fresh one in 
the south and marched to the rescue. All England wanted 
to tear poor Gough to pieces when he did not deserve it; 
this battle made him« the first of generals and a viscount ! 
and it made Lord Dalhousie, who had nothing to do with 
the matter, a mm’quis! Did ever the world see tlie like? 
Not since the Senate thanked Varro after Gann©. 

“When 1 was passing Bawul Pindee in the Punjaub, I 
lizard of a mountain called the Meeree, reckoned good for a 
sanAtarium. 1 ordered a committee to visit it, and the 
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ropoi’t was admirable: be^|p I rcoommeiidrd that a saiiatarium 
feliould be there formed. The govorninent w^onld not do so 
then. Afterwards, a civil political agent for that district 
wanted to build a house there for himself; but he dared not 
live Uiere unless tlie place was made a military station. So, 
Avlien 1 failed, working to .save the soldiers' lives, he took 
the matter up, and immediately iny Lord Dalbousie ordered 
the saiiatarium. This is a capital sample of civil influence; 
of the boroughmongeriiig that goes on. WcJl, the good 
thing is done, no matter hy what menus, hut Dalhousic is 
unfit to govern. 

''August 9th. — Just heard that the new^ building at 
Sealkoto lias fallen down" — building planned hy him for the 
l)(‘Uer lodging of the soldiers. — “The military hoard ordered 
the foundation to he made of rnud, that is, unburnt bricks, 
and of course when the rain fell the mud bricks melted, and 
tlien the superstructure fell : this must have been to thwart 
me. Tlie strange folly of the military hoard beats all over 
heard of. Long after the foundations were laid and the 
walls built, they got alarmed at their own order and issued 
another, from Calcutta, to have the foundations of burnt 
bricks : this order ^vas dated at Calcutta the very day tlie 
walls fell at Sealkoto ! What did they mean ? Tlow eould 
the foundations he changed after the walls were built ? I 
suspect that the vigour I had impressed on those concerned 
in the wmrk, and the indomitable energy of Lieut. Maxwell, 
the engineer, were so unexpected and new tliat they had no 
idea the work was oven begun. 

“This day too I find a guard has been ordered by the 
governor- general direct, without an^ information being 
given to me, or to the adjutant- general. I ehall let this 
pass. 1 am not going to make petty fights, if it is possible 
to avoid them. There is not room for the soldiers in the 
barracks* at Agra, nor in those at Dinapore : the answer to 
this is a mere acknowledgment of my letter, and tlie soldiei^ 
oi'e left to get sick ! This little goose is quite unfit fdriiis 
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place ; he works at small details, leaves the groat things 
to take care of themselves ! ^Raotlier specimen. The 
governor-general collects the opinions of the military hoard, 
and of the engineer officer, ahotk, some new-fangled platform, 
and then submits their opinions for mine: he could not first 
inform me, and desire me to collect the opinions of engineers 
and artillery ofheers, and let me send them^with my own 
remarks. All tliese little insults are intended to annr)y me, 
but they don’t. I am going away, and his lordship only 
receives disagreeable answers. 

“August lOth. — I am 08 years old this day: and very 
old ! My strength is gone. I could once hold a mnsquet 
out at arms length by the muzzle, and now can hardly 
raise the butt an inch from the ground: I have just tried to 
do so. Heigho ! The world has gone fast for me, and 
now instead of chivalry, welcome physic, flannels and 
crutches ; all very good in their way, but not warlike ! I 
shall never see another shot fired ! Just as a man. feels ho 
is able to command as a general, so fur as mind goes, his 
carcass gets the staggers and down he goes, worthless ! 
When he has learned how to kill in good stylo he is turned 
out of tlie slaughter-house. Well, it is easy to joke, hut 
taking leave of the stage after acting for fifty-six years, is 
easier said than done : I am not a cabbage ! Yet right 
feelings and right sense say — so best. 

“ What though I have twice been near having to save 
India with a handful of men, and realizing long- cherished 
wishes to do great deeds with small means multiplied by 
science ? Is it not a thousand times better to have shed less 
blood ? Had I commanded at Goojerat I would have de- 
stroyed the Sikhs, and they are all better alive, as things 
have turned out. I should then instantly have overrun 
Cashmere, when more blood would have flowed ! God 
arranges dioso matters better than we do. I nfight not 
^ave been the worse man for doing my work w'ell; hut 
much I doubt if I should have been a better! If not slain 
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I should have made tbe most brilliant campaign ever made in 
India ; but should prob^fty have been vain and proud of 
it, and made a fool of myself, and have been a peer, which 
I do not want, mid like better being nae-peer, I would not 
give the pun for the peerage: yet that is not mine, tlio old 
Scotch distich has it thus — 

* Napier Ik a Peer, yet Nae-Poer is he ! 

Nae-Poor is a Peer, how can that he P 

I am glad, at least I pray to feel glad, at having no 
more battles : I n('vr*r sought one, thank God ! Ilia hand 
dirGCh‘d me in nil things. I glory in jMeeanee and 
Ilydrahad — when I think of them, wliich however I laroly 
do ; 1 glory in my hill ejim|TlTiign - when T think of it, which 
J rJlrcly do: hut I wish for no more battles. Only whoii T 
think that even now such a thing might happen, that T have 
this army in hand and could give that monster Goolab 
Sing such a thrashing as ho deserves, and shew the Indian 
troops tlfat the Sutlege and runjniib campaigns were not 
specimens of geueralslnp! Bah ! Lord Dalhousio told me 
at I.ahori; that he had detected a con^ospondeneo between 
Goolab and fSluTe 8ing, that proved tlie former to have been 
quite prepared to join the lattiT on liis gaining any siu^cess." 

Here may he told an anecdote not noticed in his journals 
or letters, hut ehsmi(;teristic of his generous temper. When 
at Lahore, witli the governor-general, ho heard that his old 
opponent, the IJon, was there, and expressed his intention 
to shew him respect. “ Send for the dnmned fellow" was 
the eoarsc-minded expression of some one in authority. 
No ' I will wait on him^ and he did so. Ho found him 
however sottish, either from misfortune nr opium, or both. 

IJad I commanded the Sikhs I would notimve fought 
Goojerat at all, but crossed the Acesincs, and have dis- 
puted the passage from the left bank if Whish had joined 
Gough; and if he had not I would have attacked liiin^ 
separately, or perhaps have marched at once on Lahore, 
raising all the country and the Manjha, and falling on all 
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the supplies going to the British. All these operations 
were open, according to circumstihces ; any were good, and 
would have been most dangerous. I know from all the 
ollicers with wliom I have conversed, that our baggage was 
80 enormous it could not have accompanied any active 
operations : wlien collected behind Chillianwallah in mass 
and in a circle the diameter was live miles ! Withrsuch a 
weiglit to his tail Gough could not manmuvre. It was not his 
fault : there is but one way of getting rid of the impediment, 
viz. a baggage (^orps: to that every Bengalee is opposed, but 
every Bombay officer is favourable ; and every Queen’s 
officer too, who Las served with my baggage corps. Well, I 
will end my sermon upon war: all my ambition will end in 
turnips 1 On the other band, T shall have my own way in 
my own house, and my own garden, without a Court of 
Directors, or a govern or- general, to thwart mo. I agree with 
Addison, the post of honour is a private station. Not tlial 
I care for impious men — they may go to the devil their own 
way, but 1 do hate a master: especially if he be a fool and 
a hypocrite. 

“ August 2nth. — A strong report that Sir H. Lawrence 
has been made a prisoner at Ladak ; if true it will ci oate a 
war, but it may be a mere report. Well I am prepared, and 
with God’s help it will be over before Christmas, though I 
fc^nr the snow will have choked the passes, in which case we 
must wait for hot weather, and Goolab will be able to play a 
stiff game : rock, sun, snow ! all on his side, Liable ! 
How^ever, I have thought and know what I have to do. I 
wish they would fiah the Laird of Cockpen.” — Lord D., 
who was then in a retreat, far away from the troops, and 
within reach of Gooftib. — ‘‘What fun it would be ! I should 
however be sorry any other harm befell the little chap, or 
that any befell Lady Dalhousie, for I like her as much 
as I dislike her husband. 

0 M. Genl. W. Napier, August 9th.— -Never was patron- 
age ^in the irregular corps withheld from the commander in 
chief before, when once they were turned ovej to him. This 
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is Ijowevcr a small matter compared to the other, hy which 
he virtually deprives me^of tht‘ command of the troops ; for 
there are not much less than 100 forts *511 the Jhinjaub, and 
averaging a compijiny to each would take up half an army ! 
About the police, ‘Mr. Thomason told mu ho was against 
their formation, because he saw they would bo done away 
with again : for the same reason, namely, tlio mischief of 
change, he opposed Lord 1 Fardingc wben heaholished them. 
Thomason is an able and a good man, but ho wants merely 
to polish find clean without change : this will not do wlioro 
tlie system is radically bad ! I’hc greatest evil is the army 
doing the civil work, while an immense^ civil army does 
notliing hut plunder the land ; it rnins the regular army, 
and so places everything Hi danger : our army is dclcriorat- 
iiTg wliile the natives are improving ! A few years ago flierc 
was not a firearm in India that had not a matchlock ; the 
other day in the Koliut defile we did not take one ! All 
were flint-locks, and the native princes now shoot with de- 
tonators. Tliose are seemingly small matters, but signs of 
the times. 

Lord Lalhousie will do mischief by his inordinate sclf- 
eonecit, and ignorance of all but office work; but ho is said 
to bo a capital ‘ red-tajmt^ and in small matters works 
diligently. The roads which Kennedy is now laying out 
are inognificent, hut entirely Kennedy’s work, not Lord Dnl- 
housie's, and in furtherance of a grand sclicmo of a Mv, Ed- 
wards, a civil servant and in my opinion a very clever fellow. 
He says tliat an immense trade between China and Russia 
passes through Ladak, and he wants us to encourage our 
trade with Ladak and so break this line, bringing down all 
the China trtule to India. The idea <s good, but Goolah 
8ing vexes the lino: he, or his people, plunder it between 
Simla and Ladak. 

I feel quite sure that the duke will not support me 
against Dalhousie" — written before the dukes letter aect?j||\ 
ing his resignation had reached India. — ** Neither will^t* 
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Whigs, and the public is indifferont, exce|»t when djinger 
presses : if this news about Lawrence be true there will be 
plenty of danger ; foi* the invasion of Cashmere would be a 
serious affair: snow and mountains, and'^ient, present diffi- 
culties that courage alone cannot ove^ome w'lthout skill. 
All the marches to the foot of the mountains will require 
preparations for heat and want of \sater; suddenly these will 
become useless, and we shall meet with extreme cold. Say 
however, after hard fighting, thoSjS tremendous heights are 
forced ; you get into Cashmere, aljfd are at once in the midst 
of swamps and fevers, and must firing up your provisions by 
the terrible passes you have Iprecd — in itself a job of no 
ordinary nature, even when not opposed; but Goolab will 
surely close (hem behind you if Bl; can. Yet only half the 
danger is (old. While working up the sides of the moun- 
tains the Sikhs will rise in roar, and a single defeat ])1aees 
hosts between your ar^y and \oiir supplies. Even Delhi 
will be in danger, for til the protected states detest us If 
events should eomojgtoo fast for me to escape the direc- 
tion of the w'ar, I th^k I shall form my force at runeh, and 
so threaten the Bj^tamula pass and that of l^ir Ihinjal ; 
order Campbell t<y march from Tcshawiir, and crossing the 
Indus march on Barumula: this w’ill force Goolab to divide 
his forces and I can then act according to my information. 
If I find Til* Punjal the best pass to attack, I can order 
Campbell to make a feint against Baramula, while by a 
forced march I could assail J^ir Punjnl ; but if Baramula 
was best, join Campbell to attack that. I should also place 
a small force at Ilarawug, and thus should, from Punch and 
Harawug, threaten the five passes. Forming in this way 
two columns, reckoning Campbell and the Punch force as 
one, and Harawug the other, they would be about ten ordi- 
nary marches from one another. My notion is that the 
Boodiil pass would be the easiest, being through a wide 
therefore, thougli more lofty and steep than any, 
not be so easily rendered impassable, which the others 










